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Dear Student Teachers,

If this is your first month at NIE, welcome to
the Heart of Education! To all others returning
from the long recess of June and July, welcome
home to NIE!

Providing a conducive environment and a
holistic education for our
student teachers are key
initiatives that NIE has
been working on in the
past few years. Our Initial
Teacher Preparation
Programmes have been
recently reviewed and
enhanced such that your
course of study at NIE
will be a more solid
foundation in educational
and pedagogical theory
and practice, not
forgetting the core values
our profession espouses.

To facilitate and
encourage student
activities and increase the campus’ vibrancy, we
have recently completed the conversion of the
former Art Gallery to a Student Hub. With a
gross floor area of 1590 square meters (sq m);
the standalone three-storey building sits on the
plaza level at the heart of the NIE campus, near
the Library building. It will be a focal point for
all student activities in the NIE campus.

In an effort to create a purpose-built space
that will meet the needs of the students, inputs

were collated from the student clubs in NIE.
The concept of the Hub was finalised after
several meetings among student leaders, alumni,
and representatives from the Foundation
Programmes Office (FPO), the Development
and Estate Department (DED) and the architects
for the project.

The first storey of the building will house a
cafe, providing students a place to linger after
classes and a place for exchanging of ideas. The
second storey is designed to provide a meeting
space for the different student clubs. This floor
has four meeting rooms and two club rooms.
The student clubs of different interest groups
will now have a centralised place to organise
their activities. In the past, these clubs would
have used tutorial rooms for their meetings and
to organise their activities.

Up on the third floor is
an amphitheatre with a
seating capacity of 50. Lunch
time concerts, student
presentations and sharing
sessions are expected to take
place here.

As with the rest of the
campus, the wireless
infrastructure is also in place
for the Student Hub. This
allows our students to be
logged on to the Internet
while in the building. The
building is also handicapped-
friendly.

Use the Student Hub to
network and to share ideas

with your peers.  Let it be your spring board to
engaging, embracing and educating the
community of NIE, NTU, our society, the nation
and the human race!

I wish each and everyone of you a rewarding
and fulfilling education at NIE.

Yours truly,
Professor Leo Tan
Director, NIE

Serving with
Passion
Serving with
Passion
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C omfortably nestled in a
swivel chair, fingers on
my keyboard, ready to

begin on this article, I take a quick
glimpse away from my notebook
to a surprisingly serene view, a
view I never knew existed at NIE.
Basking in the evening sun, the
picturesque view of the campus
through the glass offered a calm
and relaxed feeling. I had been
trying to write this article for the
past week but the words just
would not flow. However, now
at this moment, seated in this

room, I felt the words begin to
pour out. Where am I you ask?
Well, I’m comfortably seated in
The Creek, one of the six meeting
rooms in the new Student Hub.

Conception of an idea
The idea to construct a purpose-
built hub for student teachers was
thought of by Prof Leo Tan
(Director, NIE) as NIE prepared
to move to its new Nanyang
Gardens campus in 2000. Prof Leo
Tan envisioned the Student Hub
to be a place for student teachers

NIE STUDENT
HUB

Editor’s Commentary

As we mark yet another fresh start
of our school year here at NIE,
we need to slow down to reflect
on the reasons why we chose to
be in this vocation. A noble call,
yet sometimes we lose ourselves
amidst the routine life we may lead.

When we lose our energy and spirit, we call to
mind the purpose of our calling to be teachers.

There are many categories that a teacher falls
into and to limit ourselves to just being an
information giver, we are not living up to our calling
as a teacher. Is it just the completion of the
syllabus that we are so focused on? Or do we
look further and understand that the job of being
a teacher encompasses comforting a sobbing child,
ensuring your students have enough to eat during
their breaks and even calling their parents to show
care and concern? I encourage you to take some
time off before the mad rush of assignments
begin and jot down a list of reasons to remind you
why you have chosen this path. In moments when
you lose your zest for teaching, pick the list up
and review it. Motivation to be a great teacher
comes from within and sometimes, we just need
that little push from ourselves to stand up and
walk with our heads held high again.

In this latest issue of Voices, we look at the
recent Dinner and Dance as well as the convocation
held for our graduands, share in two exciting
expeditions held beyond borders, celebrate the
opening of our new NIE Student Hub and update
ourselves with the recent happenings of our
campus.

Voices would also like to wish Ms Noorhafidah,
our beloved and dedicated former Editor-in-Chief,
all the best in her teaching career.

As we begin our walk to be better teachers,
let us band together in unity as we embrace the
trials that may obstruct us along the way. No
difficulty is impossible to overcome, as long as
you believe in yourself.

Let us continue this journey of developing an
all-rounded and well-educated future generation
for Singapore. In the words of B.F. Skinner,
“Education is what survives when what has been
learnt has been forgotten.”
Good luck.

Sincerely,
Michelle Heng
TTC Publications Officer
Editor-in-Chief of NIE Voices 2006

By Muhammad Sherefudin B Jamal
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to relax, socialise and enjoy
university life. An initial proposal
was drawn up by Prof S.
Gopinathan (former Dean,
Foundation Programmes, NIE)
and A/P Steven Tan then of the
Foundation Programmes Office.
Unfortunately, budget constraints
at that point in time and the
absence of a suitable location for
the hub within the master plan of
the new campus forced the idea
to be shelved.

In 2004, with the support of
Prof Leo Tan the idea was
reignited by A/P Cheah Horn
Mun (Dean, Foundation
Programmes, NIE), and A/P
Vilma D’Rozario (Sub Dean,
Student Development & Liaison,
NIE) was tasked to explore its
feasibility. After much
deliberation, a new proposal was
drawn up, taking into careful
account, budget and space
constraints. The proposal was
submitted to The NIE Council and
approved at a cost of $2.5 million
in late 2004. The Art Gallery on
campus situated near the library
block was chosen as the ideal spot
for the proposed Student Hub.
With the approval obtained and
funds secured, renovation works
began in late 2005 and Prof Leo

into a triple-decker multi-purpose
hub. Mr Selvaratnam had the
difficult task of ensuring that the
renovation works were within the
allocated budget and that it was
ready within 6 months, in time
for the start of the new academic
year in August 2006. Huason
Construction Pte. Ltd. was
contracted for the renovation
works and in order for the
Student Hub to be ready on time,
its contractors worked for 18
hours daily inclusive of
weekends. At the peak of the
renovation works, there were
more than 100 contractors of
various trades working
concurrently. The contractors had
to meet various requirements like
noise restrictions which saw the
contractors working late into the
night to avoid making too much
noise during curriculum hours.

Student involvement
Being a hub specially built for
student teachers at NIE, it was
necessary to involve them in
every phase of its development.
During the planning phase,
detailed drawings of the
proposed Student Hub were
shown to student representatives.

Tan’s vision of a hub for student
teachers was a step closer to being
realised.

Construction of the idea
The Visual and Performing Arts
Academic Group graciously agreed
to the relocation of the Art Gallery
and will move to a new purpose-
built location next to The Nanyang

Playhouse in the near future.
Renovation works began in

Dec 2005 after close to a year of
planning. Mr Selvaratnam
Selvarajan (Head, Development
and Estate Department, NIE) was
responsible for the design and
renovation works which
transformed the single storeyed
Art Gallery with a high ceiling
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Changes to the drawings were
made based on the feedback given
by student representatives.
Students’ opinions were an
important aspect of the planning
process which ensured that the
hub met the requirements of the
student body.

Upon completion of its
physical structure, students’
inputs were again sought on
various issues including the
interior and exterior design of
the hub, the choice of furniture
for the hub and even the naming
of the meeting rooms. A special
Student Retreat was convened in
early June 2006 to discuss and
decide on these matters and
student leaders from all NIE
Clubs as well as other
representatives of the student
body attended this retreat. The
student representatives
collectively decided on the
colour scheme for the hub as well
as the names of its meeting
rooms. It was decided that the
hub be painted a soothing cream
and yellow to fit in with the
structures surrounding it. In
addition, it was also decided that
the rooms within the hub be
named after homes of animals
such as The Hive and The Den,
an idea suggested by
Muhammad Jabbar
(Chairperson, Green Club) to
give the hub a more homely feel.

place. The letters are in black, a
colour often associated with being
fashionable and classy in modern
culture. Three student teachers in
the official NIE colours are
pictured with the letters U.iD
reflecting the nature and purpose
of U.iD, a hub for all student
teachers. On the top left hand
corner of the logo, the words NIE
Student Hub is stamped on in
red, reminiscent of the old days
in which rubber stamp prints
were used by teachers on
students’ books.

As I typed in the last few
words of my article, I began to
wonder what was in store for me
at U.iD once it was officially
opened by Director on the 31st of
August.

I hear the Bachelor of Science
Club will be organising a Talent
Time event there in the coming
academic year while The Trainee
Teachers’ Club will be holding
regular Happy Hour sessions for
all student teachers. I also hear
there will be movie screenings at
the amphitheatre to raise funds
for educational trips overseas.

Irregardless, U.iD will
certainly be the place to be on
campus — the HEART of most if
not all of the student-led activities
on campus and I, for one, would
not want to miss it when it
happens. I will be there at U.iD.

Where will YOU be?

U.iD, The Student Hub
The Student Hub is equipped with
the following facilities:

• A café for indoor and outdoor
dining pleasure of students and
staff

• 6 meeting rooms for student
activities

• A cosy Amphitheatre for
performances, movie screening
and presentations

• Comfortable furniture at all
levels of the Hub

The name U.iD was thought
up by a group of NIE student
leaders in early 2006 after hours
of discussion. The group felt that
the name of the hub needed to
reflect its nature and purpose.
Taking into consideration that the

hub was built to be a melting pot
for student teachers regardless of
their background or their course
of study, the group decided on the
name Unity in Diversity or in
short, U.iD. This name reflects the
primary role of the Student Hub
in bringing together student
teachers from all pre-service
courses at NIE and teachers from
graduate courses as well as
alumni. In addition, the
abbreviation ‘U.iD’ may also be
loosely interpreted as ‘Your i.d.’
or ‘your identity’ reflecting how
the Student Hub could be the place
where student teachers carve out
their niche or identity through
student led activities.

The three-dimensional nature
of the U.iD logo reflects how the
hub will be an animated and lively
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By Persis Wong,
Graduand, BA Class of 2006

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony (TIC)

he National Institute of Education (NIE)
held Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies
(TIC) over a span of three days from 11thT

July to the 13th July 2006 at the Nanyang
Auditorium, NTU.  These ceremonies marked
a new beginning for 1917 graduands in their
teaching career.

The atmosphere was one of cheer even
before the ceremony started.  Graduands,
wearing smiles on their faces streamed into
the Nanyang Auditorium with their family
members and friends.  We had reason to cheer
– we were to be commissioned as full-fledged
teachers that very day.

At the designated time, a fanfare was
sounded and a procession of VIPs entered the
Hall.  The impact of NIE lecturers on student
teachers was evident as graduands waved and
called out enthusiastically to their lecturers in
the midst of the procession.  It is little wonder
why NIE has been dubbed as an Institute of

Distinction where teachers are trained.  The
director strengthened this fact when he
mentioned in his speech that NIE continuously
upgrades its foundation programmes to suit
the times and to help student teachers face
current situations in schools. We, the graduands
are indeed ready to face challenges in schools.

In his speech, the Guest of Honour and
Minister for Education, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam congratulated us and
welcomed us into the teaching profession.  He
assured us that we are not alone as beginning

teachers.  Since January 2006, schools have
embarked on the Structured Mentoring
Programme (SMP) where each beginning
teacher is matched with a mentor.  This would
provide guidance and support for beginning
teachers.  We are blessed to be part of this
programme.

The valedictorians’ speeches were the
highlights of each ceremony.  Their speeches
reflected accurately our experiences in NIE
and brought us down memory lane.  Different
parts of Sandra’s speech received cheers as
graduands identified with what she shared.
One of which was, “There are three good
reasons to teach. The first two are June and
December, but the third and most important
reason of all is to teach because we care enough
to touch lives that will shape the future.” Her
passion for teaching was contagious as she
shared her personal journey into the teaching
profession.  Perminder encouraged her fellow
graduands with an interesting analogy from
her final year project.  She said, “During my
final year project, I found myself wading in

neck high waters off the coast of Changi,
searching for hermit crabs – bumboats were
zooming past a mere 30 meters away... I
marveled at just how small a cog I was in the
great scheme of things. Yet I decided that this
did not make me any less significant. All of us
have something to contribute or to give back
to the community.”  May we always be
reminded that we can make a difference in
lives in our teaching profession.

The ceremonies ended with a reception for
graduands and their guests. Prize winners also
interacted with Mr Tharman and shared what
they hope to see in schools. Flash lights from
cameras filled the reception hall as graduands
captured precious moments with loved ones.
May all of us continue to capture beautiful
moments in our teaching careers.

— Perminder Kaur

Never let go of
the vision which
you had in mind
when you
entered teaching.

Award-winning graduands with Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam
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Interview with Woody Woo
How was your
experience in terms of
working with student
bodies?
There were positive
experiences as well as
not so pleasant
incidents. However, all

these contributed to a good learning
experience for me. I have also made many
friends along the way, many of whom I still
keep in touch with.

What did you learn from CCA participation
at NIE?
I became more responsible, more organized
and I learnt to prioritize my time well. I also
had many opportunities to collaborate with
working professionals which helped bridge
the gap between student life and working
life. Handling big events had also toughened
me to react better under pressure.

Did you ever wonder how time
management is possible at NIE when
you are so swamped with
assignments and you still have to
manage a club under your
presidency? Not to mention, the
expectations of the entire student
body lies in your hands and you are
expected to uphold all responsibilities
in high regard. Woody Woo and
Saodah Salleh have been excellent
role models in showing us that all
these are possible. Both of them
were Presidents of TTC in AY 2004
and AY 2005 respectively and their
hard work have not gone to waste.
Woody is the first ever to receive the
NIE Award and Saodah will be
receiving her Passion Award on the
31st of August 2006. We present to
you their experiences as student
leaders at NIE.

How did you strike a balance between
studies and CCA involvement?
Having learnt how to prioritize my time
enabled me to strike a balance between
academic commitments in school as well as
the commitments I have to the club. Many
of us spend too much time on the “little
things” in life and end up neglecting the
more important ones. It is also important to
set long term and short term targets to help
us achieve the goals in life.

How can NIE encourage more students
to come forward and serve in Student
Clubs?
Perhaps NIE can consider offering CCA
involvement as a General Elective?
Trainees have always stated the lack of
time as the main reason why they chose
not to get involved in CCAs. This can
perhaps be the first step forward for many
trainees who could not find time to
participate in CCAs.

NIE Second Dinner
And Dance Regalia
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T he NIE graduates of 2006
had a blast at our institute’s
second Dinner and Dance

(D&D) Regalia. In accordance
with our Regalia theme, the event
was held at The Legends at Fort
Canning Park. The D&D team led
by Nilasari (Assistant Honorary
General Secretary of BSc Club),
delivered a memorable evening
to celebrate the transition of our
graduates into the next stage of
their lives.

at our upcoming Student Hub.
As the VIPs were escorted to

their seats, the evening took off
with the band entertaining us with
a few songs. Our emcees, Jabbar
and Faizal, introduced themselves
and the band. They took us
through an evening filled with
games and pageants, punctuated

occasionally with the sounds of
laughter induced by their good
humor.

The event was graced by the
arrival of our Guest of Honor,
Professor Lee Sing Kong. He
tugged at our heart strings when
he reinforced that NIE is, and will
always be, our home. His touching

Guests mingled around with
the VIPs during the cocktail
reception before the beginning of
the event. One of the unique
features of this year’s event was
the guest ‘bowl’ on which the
graduates and the VIPs decorated
with their autographs. The guest
‘bowl’ will be one of the displaysProfessor Lee Sing Kong with his touching

speech

Our contestants preparing to advertise their product



Interview with Saodah Salleh
How was your experience
in terms of working with
student bodies?
I started off with being the
NTU Exco and was elected
as the Student Relations
Officer for the NTU
Students’ Union in acad

year 2004/05. I knew I wanted to be a strong
“bridge” between NTU and NIE, so I religiously
attended all TTC meetings and made sure that
all issues related to student teachers were
addressed. Of course, I also ensured that any
NTUSU policies are made with NIE cohort in
mind as well. As SRO, I had to liaise with students
and handle the non-constituent clubs in NTU
(interest groups such as ODAC etc).

After a year with the Union, I decided to focus
my attention to home and ran for TTC Presidency.
It is not a walk in the park either, as I had to be
the liaison person between Foundation
Programmes Office (FPO) and all 9 sub-clubs

under TTC. It was also my duty to represent TTC
at the NTU Students’ Union Council — where
NTUSU representatives & club presidents have
pertinent campus-related discussions.

What did you learn from CCA participation at
NIE?
I have always been a firm believer in working
hard and playing harder. Being active in both
NTU and NIE, it has widened my social circle
and exposure to the real world. Learnt how
sensitive matters can be dealt with efficiently,
while maintaining decorum and yet be
approachable to the general students. CCA
participation has definitely taught me that
communication is the utmost important aspect
or tool in any corporation; even in the Education
arena. No one is an island.

How did you strike a balance between studies
and CCA involvement?
I always have my little book with me, filled with
schedules and lists of prioritized items. One must

be able to judge how best to allocate and ‘play’
with time. Staying at a Hall has indeed helped
me complete my assignments in between periods.
Somehow, I always had time to set aside for my
friends. No matter what, studies and family have
to come first. I have never forsaked my
responsibilities as a student teacher and a
daughter to fulfill my duties as a student leader.

How can NIE encourage more students to come
forward and serve in Student Clubs?
FPO can help to give more autonomy to the
current clubs. The advisors have been a great help
so far and I hope they will continue to do so.

‘U.iD — The Student Hub’ will be a great
place to encourage more activities and for more
students to come forward to serve in clubs.
Hopefully more clubs and the administration
use the convenient facilities provided.

It would also be great if NIE could recognise
more student leaders within the Diploma
Programmes. Up to date, book prizes are only
awarded to the undergraduates.

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY
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By Dev Anand,  ELL/TLC

Mr & Ms NIE

D & D Committee led by Nilasari (Centre)

speech aroused a warm applause,
not to mention a few tears.

Lim Er Lin and Audrey
Cheong, were honoured with the
Mr and Ms Punctuality Award for
being the first guests to arrive. Our
emcees led us through the first
game of the evening, “The
Extremities”. They invited two
guests chosen at random to come
forward. Then they chose one card
with an adjective and another card
with a noun. For example, if the
adjective was “Small” and the
noun was “Ear”, the chosen guest
with the smaller ear was
proclaimed the winner. Professor

paraded around the ballroom
accompanied by a standing
ovation. Most of the prizes were
sponsored by Sunplay, Marshall
Cavendish and STU.

The evening was almost at an
end. The guests were in a state of
anxious anticipation as the lucky
draw winners from the 5th to the
1st prizes were called out.

The musical notes of ‘Canon
in D’ floating in the air marked the
end of a most memorable evening.
After our Guest of Honour left, the
graduates lingered to relish their
last few moments together before
their journey into the next stage of
their lives.

The D& D Regalia owes its
success to the diligent efforts of
Nilasari and her D & D
committee. Thank you for a job
well done. To our graduates, all
the best in your future teaching
careers. God Bless!

Lee Sing Kong gamely took part
in this game.

Guests were given another
opportunity to mingle with the
VIPs during our scrumptuous
buffet dinner. The lucky draw
began as dinner came to an end.
The 6th to 15th lucky draw
winners were announced. Those
who did not win remained
hopeful of winning the first prize
of a weekend stay at The Legends
in Malaysia.

Next, our emcees called out
pre-selected guests to take part in
the various pageants. First,
contestants strutted their assets
during the catwalk pageant. Next,
the contestants had us in stitches

as they pretended to advertise for
a lip gloss during the
Advertisement segment. Next,
contestants went through a
gruelling question and answer
session for which their dilligent
responses brought forth an
appreciative applause. As the
judges tallied their scores for the
winners of the various events, the
emcees led us through a hilarious
game of “Simon Says”. Awards
were presented for “Mr/Ms
Catwalk”, “Mr Spontaneous
Hunky Body”, “Ms Spontaneous
Sexy Lips”, “Mr/Ms Best
Dressed” and the finale crowning
of  “Mr/Ms NIE”. The crowned
King and Queen of the Regalia
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ERAS Guest of Honour, Mr Gan Kim Yong, Minister of State for
Education and Manpower officiated at the conference.  He felt that it
was most timely and relevant that ERAS chose the theme “Diversity for
Excellence: Engaged Pedagogies”.  He urged us to recognize the
individual differences in learners and harness their diversity.  He stated
that teachers must accept each student’s abilities and talents so that all
students’ potential can be tapped.  He challenged teachers to identify
the different learning needs of the diverse group of students in their
care and keep all their students’ minds engaged. As our students’ world
has extended beyond the school and home due to the advent of new
technologies, their learning environment must go beyond the classroom.
Teachers need to be effective facilitators to help students become
independent and critical thinkers in acquiring knowledge themselves.
He stated that the ERAS conference was one of the best platforms to
engage in insightful exchange of ideas and professional know-how to
deepen learning experiences for all students.

Mr Gan Kim Yong also launched ERAS 20th Anniversary
Commemorative Book, Educational Research with a Calling: 20 years
of ERAS by Lee Ong Kim, Jessie Ee and Tan Oon Seng.   In celebration
of ERAS 20th Anniversary, the ERAS Executive Committee also took
the opportunity to give ERAS Recognition Awards to Prof Leo Tan

T
he Educational Research Association of Singapore (ERAS) Conference
2006 was held at the Orchard Hotel from 29 to 31st May 2006. There
were over 10 workshops, 16 symposiums, 130 paper presentations,
10 poster presentations and more than 350 participants.

and Dr Ho Wah Kam; ERAS Appreciation Award to all ERAS Past
Presidents, namely, Dr Sim Wong Kooi, Prof S Gopinathan, A/P
Toh Kok Aun and A/P Agnes Chang.   In encouraging more quality
research and school-based research, the ERAS Travel Award was
awarded to Dr Kong Siew Lang whilst, ERAS School-Based Research
Award was awarded to Dianaros Ab Majid from Haig Girls’ School.

The conference keynote speakers included Prof Cheng Yin Cheong
(Head, Asia-Pacific Centre for Education Leadership & School Quality,
Hong Kong Institute of Education) who addressed the issue of Multiple
Thinking and Creativity in Multi-level Learning for Sustainable
Development. Prof David Hogan (Dean, CRPP, National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) discussed
the issue of Education and the Pursuit of Happiness in Singapore.
Prof Susan Adler (Professor of Education, Director of Teacher
Education, University of Missouri-Kansas City) challenged teachers
with the concept of Teach Less, Learn More: Teaching for Meaningful
Learning.  The Ruth Wong Memorial Lecture was given by Prof Julian
Elliott (Professor of Education, University of Durham, UK) who spoke
on Motivation, Engagement and Educational Performance:
International Perspectives.

Educational Research Association
of Singapore Conference 2006

By Asst Prof Jessie Ee,
     ERAS Conference Convenor & Hon. Secretary,

Psychological Studies Academic Group.
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programme at the National Institute of
Education (NIE). All first year student teachers
will get a chance to experience GESL and
working with the community. This service-
learning project serves to test one’s creativity
in serving an organization and learning from
the experience. All projects should seek to
ensure that the organization and the people
they serve will benefit greatly from the project.

The PGDE group ran a show-and-tell
exhibition of their GESL adventure on the 15th
– 19th May 2006. Photos of their experiences
were documented on bulletin boards.
However, some groups were unable to post
photos of the people in the organization they
worked with as they preferred not to have
their members identified in public. Our student
teachers abided by that rule closely.

The groups speak up about their experiences
with me:

Group 15 – Operation
Sunshine
What is your group’s project about?
Operation Sunshine was carried out in
conjunction with BizLink, to collect basic food
items for their clients. BizLink is a VWO that
works to help people with disabilities find

G employment and be financially independent.
In addition to collecting food items, we also
found out that there is a group within BizLink
known as These Abled Hands. This is a mobile
massage team consisting of people with various
disabilties. This was set up by BizLink and the
masseurs are professionally trained. The team
decided to give the group a hand and invited
them to the NIE booth (where we had a second
round of collection), where they offered
massages to NIE staff and student teachers at
a discounted price.

What were the difficulties faced in the course
of this project?
We were lucky enough not to face many
difficulties. The one problem that we did have
was trying to transport the items we collected.
The van that we hired was not big enough to
transport everything; BizLink helped us out
by sending down their vans to collect the items
for us. Another difficulty which we had was
to garner sponsorships for some of the items,
and to attain permission to set up a booth in
some of the supermarkets. Unfortunately, there
was little response.

What were the lessons/insights your group
gained from this project?
One key lesson is to carry on despite
difficulties, and to keep on learning. This was

roup Endeavours in Service
Learning (GESL) is a service-
learning community outreach

GESL Show and Tell
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particularly evident to us as we witnessed first-
hand how all the people with disabilities
overcame their obstacles and strived hard to
earn their own living.

Group 10 – Spira
What is your group’s project about?
The project’s main focus is to conduct a series
of creativity workshops over a period of two
months, where the children of the Singapore
Children’s Society Convalescent Home
(ranging from three years-old to thirteen years-
old) will be taught the life skill of creativity
through a series of art projects and problem-
solving games.

What were the difficulties faced in the course
of this project?
Having to balance the effort and time required
to complete all the various NIE assignments
while simultaneously making the necessary
preparations for the project to be a success
would have to be the greatest difficulty.
Another challenge we faced was having to
source for the various art materials on a very
tight budget and limited time-frame.

Why do you think it is important for student
teachers to be involved in GESL or in the
community?
It gives us the opportunity to experience the
entire process that our students would have
to undergo if they take up the challenge to do
a service learning project—both the many
thorns and weeds that they might encounter,
as well as the sweet fruits.
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By Michelle Heng
Publications Team

Group 30 – Gazelle
What is your group’s project about?
It is about working with youths at risk. It is an
opportunity for us to observe what these
youths are like and at the same time to let them
know we care about them, that they are not
neglected.

What were the lessons/insights your group
gained from this project?
I think before this project, most of us have not
heard of this segment of society. When we
interacted with them, we realised that what
they lacked is a guiding figure, a mentor, who
is able to let them know that someone cares
for them and that they can turn to that figure
for advice.

Why do you think it is important for student
teachers to be involved in GESL or in the
community?
He would be a very one-dimensional teacher
if he does not get involved with the
community. Our job title may be a teacher, but
our job scope has evolved to beyond teaching.
Now, students can learn on their own, but we

underprivileged family’s home in a month and
transform their present situation for a self-
sustainable, improved lifestyle while building
a joyful, loving family appreciative of each
family member. Following several visitations
to our family, we gathered furniture and
household needs for their flat, spent an

living together with her 2 precious daughters,
one studying in a kindergarten while the other
in Secondary 1. We hoped to make their home
a more conducive one and also worked on the
children’s educational needs.

To achieve our objectives, we helped to
get the family some basic furniture and
appliances. We also managed to secure a
second-hand computer and some assessment
books for the Secondary 1 girl. We also
provided free tuition to the Secondary 1 girl
to help her with her schoolwork. In the tutoring
process, we were able to put the techniques
learnt in our PGDE course to use in getting
the girl more motivated and interested in her
learning. To make life more vibrant for the
children, we also organized an educational
trip to the Science Centre and a picnic during
the June holidays. Friends of the Secondary 1
girl were invited to the picnic and it was a
good opportunity for the mother to know her
daughter’s friends better.

teachers have to motivate them to learn, and
then guide them on their learning path. To do
that, we have to understand the kids’
background. Being involved in the community
will let us be more exposed to the various
segments of society and be more empathetic
towards them.

Extreme Home Makeover
An experience by the Caravan of
Wonders
In undertaking the Extreme Home Makeover
(EHM) Project, our GESL group – the Caravan
of Wonders – aspired to ‘remake’ an

afternoon out together shopping and building
relationships, and met periodically to provide
assistance for the child’s academic progress.
For many of us, the EHM Project was a foray
into community service that taught us as much
as it invoked thought – in the process, we
learnt more about the available avenues for
assisting the underprivileged, some of the
challenges encountered in providing such
assistance, and the reality that ‘heart-ware’
needs, though more intangible, are often more
necessary than ‘hard-ware’ needs.

 Trailblazers speak up about their
experience
For this Extreme Home Makeover, Trailblazers
was given the opportunity to help a low-
income family staying in a one-room rented
flat. The family consisted of a single mum,

In this project, a close relationship was
built between our group and the family and
we got to know the hardships of a low-income
family in Singapore. This experience made us
treasure and appreciate what we always have
taken for granted.



say, shopping) and now, bustling with the proud air of a blossoming Superpower.
From the ancient historical Forbidden City and the magnificent Great Wall

to the changing façade of Beijing in preparation for the Olympics in 2008,
there was so much about China that made leaving it such a sad

affair.
Together with 49 other participants from NUS, NTU and

SMU, I had been given the opportunity to be part of the 3rd
Sino-Singapore Undergraduate Exchange. Our visit to China
marked the second leg of the exchange. The first leg had
been held in April when we hosted the 50 Chinese student
ambassadors here in Singapore.

The Singapore student ambassadors, accompanied by 8
officials from the 3 universities and MOE, set out for Kunming,

Yunnan province, on 16th May 2006. Yunnan hence was the first
stop. We later travelled to Beijing and then to Changchun, Jilin

province. Our agenda consisted of visits to five universities (Yunnan
University, Yunnan Nationalities University, Beijing Foreign Studies University,

North East Normal University and Jilin University) and also the Ministry of
Education, Peoples’ Republic of China. And of course, we had plenty of sight-
seeing!

Kunming, Yunnan was a kaleidoscope of cultures of the many minority
ethnicities. Out of the 56 ethnicities, in China, 26 of them are native to Yunnan,
each with its own colourful culture. Beijing was an awe-inspiring mosaic of
old and new, the integration of hundreds of years of history preserved with
new state of the art structures in the midst of construction. And Changchun,
Jilin, home of the last emperor, Pu Yi and the first film production studio in
China, was a bridge to the world of the old Manchurian empire.

I had set foot in China with only textbook knowledge of its becoming.
I left enriched with impressions of China today and the bright future it is eagerly
shaping, with memories of its friendly people, marvellous sights and interesting
food. I also left with a realization that we ought to keep abreast with the forward
march of this gigantic nation and continue to encourage good bilateral ties with
it. I had gained genuine friendship, deeper than the diplomatic ties that politics
demands. It was the sort of friendship that encouraged cultural and intellectual
exchanges and bridged the two separate yet not-so-different worlds by engaging
us to deeper understand and appreciate each others’ countries.

I also left with questions: As the dragon awakens, what becomes of the
lion? Can China and Singapore continue to have the win-win situation they
have enjoyed for so long? We have so much we can learn from each other but
how can we maximize it?

If you get the chance to be part of this trip in future years, go. There is so
much you will see, so much you will learn. And while you’re there, do try the
fried grasshoppers…

I f you’re thinking of taking a trip to China, stay as long as you can. From
my experience, 16 days in three provinces were simply not enough. China
is resplendent with history and culture (and as some of my friends would

China
The Land of Cultures

A Rainy Morning for NTU Folk at Tian An Men

With one of my new-found China friends during the Singapore leg

On the Great Wall of China!

Jini (NTU) and I in The Forbidden City

Yummy Gra
ss

hop
p

e
r!

By Renee Yuanna Sulaiman
BSc, Year 2
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EIE Explorations in Ethnicicity:
Emotion, Excitement, Empowerment

The Road to EIE
When I was 14, reading Harper Lee’s “To Kill
a Mockingbird” in literature class first made
me realize that labeling had a dangerous
potential of exploding into a disastrous state
of discrimination and segregation.

This, and some following life experiences
motivated me to take up Multicultural Studies
in my 2nd year where I gained an insight into
what caused labeling and stereotyping all over
the world. It gave me a desire to help realize
a world that was truly multi-cultural, spurring
me to sign up for the Explorations in Ethnicity
(EIE) Facilitators’ Training.

I had not expected training to be so fun
and fulfilling. Throughout the 2-weekend
course, the training itinerary ranged from
intensely personal discussions, to academic
study of the concepts to hands-on
experimentation and investigation. As a team,
we also brainstormed what each person can
do to be actively “anti-racist”. We even had a
chance to visit a place of our choice to test our
hypotheses on ethnicity issues. Some of us also
got the chance to facilitate our peers in our

discussion activities to get a feel of the role of
a facilitator.

At the course, I met others from NIE, the
CDCs and People’s Association who were
equally enthusiastic to examine their views of
ethnicity. The EIE family is today, a supportive
network of individuals who continue to
encourage each other.

Spreading the EIE
Message
So what did the now trained EIE
facilitators decide to do after our
course? We invited others to
challenge their own perceptions
of ethnicity. In fact, 95 youths
between the ages of 17 and 25
from all over Singapore, accepted
this invitation and participated
in the first 2-day Explorations in
Ethnicity Programme on the 29th
and 30th of July 2006 at the
Nanyang Executive Center.
Amongst them were NIE student teachers who
were present because they felt that the course
was relevant to our future role as educators.

The break-out groups were mixed gender
and mixed ethnicity which helped to provide
an interesting variety of perspectives. The
groups hence had a kaleidoscope of feelings
and opinions which they delightfully shared
and debated on. We “agreed to disagree” on
many accounts because the course really wasn’t
about arriving at a consensus but examining
our own perceptions on ethnicity. We delved
into how more importantly why we thought

and felt certain things about ethnicity issues,
sharing our own personal experiences.

As a facilitator, my job had been to provide
a safe environment for the participants to share
their thoughts and manage the emotions as
well as to provide guiding questions for the
participants to deliberate on. In preparation
for this, my co-facilitator (a volunteer from the
CDC) and I armed ourselves with many
activities and tools that helped to break the ice
and facilitated reflection processes.

The event culminated with an award
ceremony where the participants were each
presented with a certificate by Mayors Amy
Khor and Zainudin Noordin. The participants
became Racial Harmony Ambassadors and
will in the following year organize and support
events that help to spread the EIE message of
examining our own perceptions and
challenging society to better understand
ethnicity and look beyond stereotypes.

I realize the dream to create a society absent
of prejudice is an ideal one. We may never see
a day where ethnic discrimination doesn’t at
all exist, but we can try, in our own capacities
to create greater consciousness. This multiplier

effect movement has started with a bang and
I was glad to be empowered as part of the pilot
team. The course was challenging and fun and
I definitely learnt a lot from the experience. I
hope many more NIE student teachers will
hop onto this bandwagon because teachers are
agents of change. We can shape what our
students grow up to be and the EIE courses
can certainly empower us to undertake this
responsibility with greater confidence.

By Renee Yuanna Sulaiman
BSc, Year 2
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Me (in the center) with my break-out group which included Rozianah and Khadijah, Yr 3 Student Teachers
(top row from the right)

Sulaiman, Yr 4 Student Teacher (in the center) with fellow participants

Participants with the GOHs
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NIE GREEN CLUB —
BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP

he NIE Green Club’s main thrust is
Nature Education. The club’s activities
revolve around organizing NatureT

workshops for NIE student teachers as well
as for primary school children.

A recent ‘Butterfly Workshop’ conducted
on 3rd May 2006 attracted 30 NIE student
teachers and NTU students. Through this
workshop, we aimed to share with our peers
the idea of incorporating and integrating nature
into our classrooms. We hoped participants
would gain invaluable experience and be able
to include nature in their future teaching career.
Our ultimate goal is for our students to develop
a love for nature and our environment.

The workshop was kicked off by our
Chairperson, Mohammad Jabbar who shared
about the importance of nature. Further on,
the participants were briefed on the basics of
stem cutting and how to identify Calotropis
gigantea, a plant which attracts the Tiger species
of butterflies. Not forgetting the up-close and
personal encounter with the caterpillar of the
Plain Tiger Butterfly.

Despite the light drizzle, everyone headed
down to our very own Butterfly Garden at NIE
for a short nature walk with Dr Shawn Lum,
our club adviser. The participants had the golden
opportunity to have a hands-on experience of
stem-cutting Calotropis gigantea on their own.

In groups, the participants produced a poster
which illustrated how stem cutting was done.

This Butterfly Workshop had been a great
success with the support of the participants.
Next, the Green Club is hoping to organize a
similar Butterfly Workshop for primary school
students. Details will be given in due course.

We welcome NIE student teachers who are
interested in nature or wish to learn something
about nature to join us in our future workshops
and activities. To join our mailing list, please
email to niegreenclub@gmail.com to be updated
about our future events.

By Constance Chew and Evelyn Peck
Diploma in Education Year 2

Jabbar, the chairperson of NIE Green Club briefing the participants on how
to do a stem cutting.

Have a closer look at the Calotropis gigantea and say Hi! to the caterpillar of
the Plain Tiger Butterfly.

Trying to find a suitable Calotropis for stem cutting… “You are the chosen one!” Come, pose with your completed poster!



Rebuilding Efforts of Aceh. This
is the third phase of Project
Coast2Coast with the first two
focusing on infrastructural
building of a kindergarten-cum
community hall for the village.
This time round, the team set out
to bring awareness of community
first aid to the villagers and
affected victims of the Tsunami.

Singapore Volunteers
Overseas is a programme under
the Singapore International

Foundation where Singaporeans
who have an area of expertise
volunteer their services to help
the local communities in countries
which are in need of a assistance.
In this project, the group of twelve
Singaporean Volunteers assisted
the Head Trainer, Ms Josephine
Teo, Senior Nurse in Singapore
General Hospital, in conducting
5 sessions of community First Aid
Workshops. The bulk of the
attendees were mostly Acehnese
teachers who were one way or
another affected by the disaster.
The team also taught a group of
orphans who had lost their
families to the tsunami.

The workshops focused on
bringing awareness of common
diseases and injuries as well as
simple ways to administer basic
medical care before professional
medical help is rendered.
Feedback by the participants of
the workshops reflected this
awareness to be crucial to them as
more often than not, professional
medical help is neither readily
available nor accessible.

The team tackled challenges
faced there with determination
and creativity. Apart from
language barrier (English is not
widely spoken, especially among
the villagers), the team had to
simplify and modify existing
teaching materials to be both
practical and accessible in times
of emergency. One such example
is the head scarf. Typically used
by ladies to cover their head for
religious observations, it suddenly
sprang forth to endless wonders

YOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECTYOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECT
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“Isurvived the tsunami.”
A few simple words

imprinted at the back of a
plain white t-shirt takes more than
courage to wear it. Looking beyond
the simplicity of the message, the
words carry with them life
changing experiences that perhaps
no one would ever want to live
through. But it was not up to one’s
choice.

Three of our NIE student
teachers, Mr. Chia Song Yuan
(PGDE-PE 2nd yr), Miss Neo Chia
Ying (DISE-2nd yr) & Miss Haslin
Bte Mohd Zain (BSC, 2nd yr),
represented NIE SLC, in a
collaborative effort with West Coast
CCC, under the program of
Singapore Volunteers Overseas
(supervision of the Singapore
International Foundation) to give
assistance to the Post-Tsunami

Project
to Aceh

for the use of bandaging to acting
as support for a fractured arm or
limb. One only has to understand
the rationale for its use and help
is all around. That is what the
course is about, and it was very
heartening to see the Acehnese
participants “seeing the light”.

On top of imparting First Aid
skills, the team also planned for
interaction sessions with the
orphans at an orphanage which
houses orphans who lost their
families due to the tsunami. We
played games, sang songs, taught
them basic English words etc. Joy
and laughter filled the air that day.

Subsequently, the interaction
sessions were extended to children
of IDP (Internally Displaced People)
at one of the worst hit sites of the
tsunami, and during the session,
toddlers and young children
participated actively in many games
and dances. It was heartening to see
all of them enjoying themselves in
the different games.

Comparing to previous trips
to Aceh during the earlier
expeditions, the team saw the
transformation of a near-to-wiped-
out state of the town to life
reaching its vibrancy once again.

It is amazing to witness for
ourselves how the people of Aceh
bounced back from the ordeal that
Mother Nature swept them
through, and yet, strong and
resilient they stood, ready to
embrace their lives with new grit
and strength.

By Chia Song Yuan
Graduand, PGDE (PE)

Class of 2006
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S LC’s most recent
expedition brought a team
of 12 student teachers to

Sikkim, the restricted land of
North India. The Buddhist
kingdom of Sikkim is a remote
mountainous region bordering
Tibet to the north and wedged
between the Himalayan
kingdoms of Nepal and Bhutan.
It is a beautiful lush country
containing a fascinating capital
city, Gangtok, and the world’s
third highest mountain, Mount
Kanchengzonga (28,168ft/ 8,
586m), which straddles the
border with Nepal.

Taktse International School is
situated at Phangtang, Gangtok,
about 9km away from the town.
The view from the school was
scenic and breathtaking,
overlooking the hilltop houses and
Mount Kanchengzonga. The
project started on the 29th of May
till the 11th of June.

The team was a mix of
student teachers from various
programmes: (Standing, from left)
Fariz Husna Sajani (Cultural
Exchange), Wong Lap Yin (AV
Theatre & PE), Nur’Lelah
Mohamed Asfee (Photographer &
IT), Hafizah Ismadi (Co-Leader),
Michelle Chen (Finance Mgr &
Music), Adalina Coelho (Drama),

Noraini Padillah (Project Leader),
Muhd Sulaiman Othman (SLC
President) and Gavin Bryan Lee
(Facilitator). (Front row, from left)
Hafizah Jumaeh (Logistics),
Haliah Kwan (IT), Christabel Loh
(Environmental Studies), and
Mahathir Mohamad Saman
(PE & Photographer).

Before the expedition, the
team sold t-shirts and worked
with a few schools to raise funds
— Pledge-A-Gift banners and
QuiltEssentials. Xishan Primary,
Saint Stephen's School, Naval Base
Primary and Yishun Primary
volunteered to collaborate with
us. Qihua Primary School and

Xishan Primary School
contributed to Taktse International
School’s Multimedia library as
well.

Audio Visual Theatre
Setting up the AV theatre was one
of the main objectives of the
project. After discussions with the
school, the equipment and sound
system that was required to
furnish the room were: a laptop,
a projector, a CD/VCD and DVD
player, electrical music equipment,
and microphones (also part of the
PA system). All of these items had
to be purchased at Siliguri, the
major trade town of North East
India, as they were unavailable in
Sikkim.

Environmental Studies
Workshop
Fumes filled the air as the students
approached the dumpsite.  It was
the smell of burning.  Welcome to
the environmental studies
workshop!  The students at Taktse
had a firsthand experience
rummaging through the rubbish
and discovering just how much
and what type of waste the school
was producing.  This exploratory
activity brought them face to face

with the dilemma of
modernisation versus
environmental degradation.

This realisation led them to
the urgent need for conservation,
encapsulated in the famous three
Rs — Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.
Students salvaged old
newspapers and reused them to
create art pieces such as
penholders. They also came up
with their own action plan to
conserve the environment. A
student even pledged to finish up
his food for every meal to reduce
waste! Indeed, the workshop had
successfully raised the level of
environmental consciousness
among the students and will go
a long way in cultivating social
responsibility towards the
environment.

Drama Workshop
The drama workshop was spread
out over a period of three days.
The first session was an
introduction to the concept of
drama such as parts of the stage,
voice production, positioning and
posture, and the rationale behind
a drama presentation.

The second session was a
transition of technical details to
hands-on acting experience.
Excerpts from fairy tales were
acted out with the help of props
to convey the power of drama
when presented confidently.
Later, they were tasked to write
out their own scripts and created
props.

The third session was a
continuation from the second
where the children were given
individual guidance to perfect
their role-play. A few students
were selected from the workshop
to act out a script prepared by us
for them to work with and present
on the cultural exchange day.

Music Workshop
The plan for the music workshop
was to teach the children how to
play the recorder. Using part of
the funds raised, we supplied
each child with one. The students
were taught the fingerings, music
notes and blowing techniques.

Project Taktse — SLC
Expedition to Sikkim



‘Twinkle twinkle little star’ and
‘Doe a Deer’ were selected for
them to perform on the cultural
exchange day.

All in all, the children were
enthusiastic and appreciative.
They practiced during breaks in
school and at home everyday.
Even on the streets of Gangtok
town, someone was heard playing
to the tune of the all too familiar
song ‘Doe a Deer’.

PE Workshop
The Physical Education
workshop was conducted over
two sessions. The first session
aimed to introduce the students
some fundamental gymnastics
moves. The session began with
some warm ups and basic
stretching. Mattresses were laid
on the floor and the students
were taught to execute some
simple moves such as the ‘egg
roll’, ‘pencil roll’ and ‘front roll’.
They were also taught the
proper techniques of executing
a cartwheel and handstand.

The next session introduced
them to creative dancing. This
session is all about expressing
themselves creatively based on
the given themes. Music was
played to accompany their dance.
The students were really creative
in their moves and clearly enjoyed
themselves. It was heartening to
hear laughter everywhere and see
lots of movement during the
sessions.

IT Workshop
The teachers and staff of Taktse
International School were taught
Microsoft Office 2000, Adobe
Photoshop Elements and Video
Production, from the basic to the
intermediate level. The
participants had not undergone
any certified IT training courses
beforehand, hence the workshops
were found to be very useful.

On the whole, all the teachers
found the workshops applicable
in their work. With the new
knowledge, the teachers are
expected to impart their skills to
their students in the coming
semesters.

Cultural Exchange Day
Lepchas, Bhutias, Tibetans and
Nepalese are the four major
ethnic groups in Sikkim. Sharing
so many cultures on one
occasion was definitely an eye
opener. We wanted to give the
Sikkimese a glimpse of our own
multiculturism. Therefore, the
series of items was named – ‘The
Singapore Story’. Moving us to
the beats of ‘Bole Chudiyan’, to
the sounds of the lion’s roar. The
Singapore Story performed by
the Singapore team ended with
a catwalk showcasing
traditional costumes and
customs. The staff and students

YOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECTYOUTH EXPEDITION PROJECT

17

of Taktse were served nasi lemak
and they loved it!

Visit to Lepcha Cottage
& Padma Odzer Choeling
School
The visit to Lepcha Cottage was
brief, yet many of us shed tears
soon after we left. Miss Keepu, the
head of the cottage was a petite
lady with a heart none would
imagine. In the small library that
the previous team had set up, a
donor equates her efforts to that of
Mother Teresa. Under her arms,
100 kids sang praises for us to
thank us for that little time we had
with them and gifts we brought
from kids in Singapore.

Thereafter, we visited Padma
Odzer Choeling School. Their
colourful uniform brightened up
our day. We were pleasantly
surprised with wonderful pictures
and cards drawn as a token of
friendship and thanks to the
Singapore students.

All in all, Sikkim is a place yet
to be discovered; a beautiful and
cold place yet filled with many
warm individuals. It was truly
memorable – from the peaks, to the
waterfalls, the leeches, the schools
and the children.

By Noraini Bte Padillah,
Diploma in Education Year 2
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Year in the Merde and Merde
Actually
By Stephen Clarke

Just like the Back to The Future and the Lord of the Rings
Trilogy, A Year in the Merde and Merde Actually, are best
savored together to get the true flavor of Stephen Clark’s
irrepressible wit.

A Year in the Merde introduces us to Paul West, an
Englishman who is contracted by a French beef company
to start English styled teahouses. He quickly realizes he
has to adapt to the inner workings (and constant strikes
in the country), as well as the “secret” nuances of the
French language to get what he wants from grumpy
French waiters, government officials, house agents and
French women to really have a chance in France.

The laughs come in the form of his brushes with his
boss’s sexually-charged daughter, having to defend the British way
of cooking and lifestyle amongst many other wicked incidents,
including one with a suppository.

Paul West’s adventures in France continued in Merde Actually.
He is on his way to opening his teahouse but there are other
challenges along the way.  In this installment, he is faced with a
choice between sticking with a failing relationship and the “one
who got away”, having his ex-boss’ son being dumped on him to

serve as an employee in his teahouse, and his brush with the local
police. You will find yourself cheering Paul on as he reaches the
crossroads of his adventures nearing the end of the book.

All in all, both books are pure British genius in the wits
department. But beware, if you are not a fan of British dry wit (No,
watching Mr. Bean doesn’t count), then you might want to give
this a pass but if you are a Full Monty movie kind of person, you
won’t be disappointed.

The “Fluff” Factor
I picked this book because it’s another
extraordinary book from one of the
shakers of the literary world in the 21st
century.

The “Real” Factor
I really picked this book up because of
its title (and I pick up any book that has
the word “Teacher” on it) and it’s by
Frank McCourt, whose writing I quite
enjoy.

What is the common bond
between Real and Fluff?
That I am GLAD I picked this book up.

Frank McCourt’s honest and
irreverent telling of his rise as a worker
on the Brooklyn docks to a creative
writing teacher in New York’s Stuyvesant
High School, is as good as it gets. There
are several funny anecdotes about his
classroom escapades and his run ins with
the administration of the schools he has
been to. But the one incident that I really
loved and marveled at was when he

knew that his students at one of the
lesser-known vocational schools were
forging their excuse notes. Instead of
telling them off, he creates a class on
writing excuse notes! From there, he gets
the class to write excuse notes for Attila
The Hun, Lee Harvey Oswald, Al Capone
on why they did the things that made
them infamous. Now that is creative
writing!

Why should you pick this
book up?
Simple. It’s a great read! Plus there are
less controversial grammar teaching ideas
that pepper this book, which may in turn
give rise to your own teaching ideas in
your own classrooms in the future. Of
course do so at your own discretion!
Frank McCourt shows again why he won
the Pulitzer Prize for Angela’s Ashes in
this latest offering. Get your copy now!

Teacher Man
By Frank McCourt

By Jarrod Chee

Diploma in Education, Year 2
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By Chen Junhua,
Diploma in Education Year 2

with their normal Handphone. For a rare few, they carry around with
them a PDA to help organise their life, but the bulkiness of an additional
device like the PDA proves too much of a hassle for many a few.

Recently, with the debut of the Dopod line of PDA Phone and the
release of the much anticipated O2 Atom, the option of getting a
handphone with built-in PDA functions has become a viable option
for many. The direct contender to O2 Atom is the Dopod 818 Pro. Below
is a head to head comparison of the two PDA Phone’s technical
specification.

The O2 Atom is capable of displaying more colours than its
counterpart, but the 6.5k colours that the Dopod 818 Pro can display
is effective enough to display most content without a significant drop
in quality.

that the Dopod 818 Pro has over the O2 Atom, not to mention that the
Dopod 818 Pro generally cost about $100-$150 cheaper than the O2
Atom. The Dopod 818 Pro supports 802.11g which is another advantage
it has over the O2 Atom.

The O2 Atom though slightly smaller and lighter, comes with FM
radio and stereo speakers which would be ideal for music lovers, as
compared to the Dopod 818 Pro.

Conclusion
Both PDA-Phones have advantages of their own. Regardless of which
PDA-Phone you choose, they both come with compact versions of Office
applications such as Word Mobile, Excel Mobile and PowerPoint Mobile.
Setting up a user profile and synchronizing Outlook data via Microsoft
ActiveSync 4.1 is also a breeze. However, the Dopod 818 Pro is considerably
a better choice considering the price advantage that it has over the O2
Atom, as well its reputed stability and better camera function.

T his may be how the schedule that some of us might have looks like:
Busy, busy busy. With our hectic schedule some of my friends have
resorted to keeping tab of their schedule with a notebook or even

O2 Atom

Operating System WM5.0 WM5.0

LCD 262k Colours 6.5k Colours

Networks GSM 900/1800/1900 EDGE GSM 850/900/1800/1900 EDGE

Camera (With Macro Lens) 2.0 Megapixel CMOS 2.0 Megapixel CMOS

CPU INTEL PXA272(416MHz) TI OMPA 850(195MHz)

In-Built Memory ROM 128MB/RAM 64MB ROM 128MB/RAM 64MB

Bluetooth BT1.2 BT2.0

WIFI 802.11b 802.11b/g

Other Connectivity Infra-Red/USB1.1 Infra-Red/USB1.1

FM Radio YES NO

Memory Slot MINI SD SD

Weight 140g (With Batt.) 150g(With Batt.)

Measurement 102x58x18.5(mm) 108X58X18.2(mm)

Battery 1500 mAH 1200 mAH

Stand-by/Talk Time 150hrs/5.5hrs 150~250hrs/3.5~5hrs

In-built Speaker Stereo Mono

Do not be fooled by the advantage in CPU speed that the O2 Atom
seems to have over the Dopod 818 Pro. Despite clocking in at less than
half the speed of the O2 Atom, the 818 Pro at times, seems speedier,
generally more responsive and with shorter loading times than the O2.
The camera function of the O2 Atom is said to take 10 seconds to load
and is said to be rather sluggish as compared to the Dopod 818 Pros’ 4
sec. However, with recent rom upgrades to the O2 Atom, users have
reported a considerable improvement in the operating speed of the device.

The use of the cheaper SD card as memory is also another advantage

Dopod 818 Pro
VS

O2 Atom Dopod 818 Pro



Hi everyone,

Ever thought of trying out something new but did not
have the chance to? Or because they were too expensive?
Fret not!

We bring to you – Learning Festival 2006!

This is the time where you can join the classes you have
always wanted to; henna painting, dragon-boating and
even learning to speak Thai to shop! Interesting right?

Bring along your friends and join this event. And I’m
sure that you will learn something at the end of it all!
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NIE

The Psychology Clinic provides psychological and counselling services to
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological
University staff and students and to the general public offering affordable
psychological services and counselling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the clinic at this number 6790 3318.

Psychology Clinic

PUBLICATION
TEAM

So You Think You (Wanna)

you look as hot as Antonio Banderas  did in
“Take The Lead? Are you an ardent fan of “So
You Think You Can Dance?” and you think to
yourself I CAN Dance! Then look no more,
welcome to the world of hot, sexy Latin dance:
Salsa!

In recent years, the salsa scene in Singapore
has been heating up. In fact, there are many
young working professionals such as doctors,
engineers and even full time teachers, have
been embracing this high-energy dance. All in
all, salsa dancing in Singapore and pretty much
around the world is a social event where you
get to meet lots of people.

So, for the uninitiated and the interested,
here is how you can get started!

What is Salsa?
According to Wikipedia.com, Salsa, (the dance,
not the sauce) has its origins in Cuba, but the
dance is a product of mixing its Cuban roots
with Latin styles that have influences from pop,
jazz and R&B.

Salsa is based on partner work. The guy
leads the lady in the dance but the fluidity and
beauty of the dance can only be realized if the
lady will allow herself to be led. Of course, this
will take a lot of experience, lots of trust in your
partner and a whole lot of practice.

Who can dance Salsa?
Anyone who is interested! Any body type, age
and fitness levels can take up this dance. But,
if you have any serious health problems (such
as heart problems, diabetes etc), you might
want to consult your doctor first.

Where can I learn salsa, and

where do I get to show off?
Prices for beginners’ classes range from $65 –
$144* for lessons, duration for one lesson ranges
from an hour to an hour and a half
approximately.

You do not need to bring a partner to these
classes because you will usually rotate amongst
the students there. Oh, and no prior dance
experience is required.

For more information on salsa dance studios
and places to show off your moves at, check
out this website: http://www.salsapower.com/
cities/singapore.htm

Also, you can find more information about
salsa dance classes conducted at your nearby
community center.

H ave you been itching to find something
to tap into your inner groove? Are
you looking for something that makes

Here are some things you might need when you
go for your first class:
• A comfortable attire — T-shirts, jeans, track

pants are usually the norm in these classes.
Make sure that you are wearing a comfortable
pair of shoes as well. Towels are optional.

• Extra set of clothes
• Water bottle (with water in it of course)
• A Can-do attitude — Go in with a positive

“can-do” attitude. The footwork may be
confusing at times but smile and have fun!

Dance?
By Jarrod Chee

What do I bring?

* The price range that is quoted in this article is for salsa
courses that range from 6 once a week lessons to 17
once a week lessons.

UPBEATUPBEAT

The Psychology Clinic operates on an

appointment basis (9.00 am – 9.00 pm).

The Psychology Clinic is located in the

basement of the Education building

(Block 2) at the National Institute of Education.


