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It never did cross my mind that I

will pen this column one day. But

that was three years ago, when I

first joined the fraternity with no

inkling of what lies ahead of me

except the obvious fact that upon

my graduation, I will be entrusted

to teach. The adaptation period took

awhile. Soon, everything became familiar and the day

I binned my campus map, I knew it was the start

to calling this place my second home.

Truth be told, embracing a new beginning can be

overwhelming at times but I can assure you that

this is also a chance for you to relive the best

moments in life as a student teacher – from forging

meaningful friendships to taking up leadership roles

to coping with work-related stress.

This latest issue is about ‘Striking a Balance’.

We feature prominent individuals who have not only

attained good grades in their studies but also

shouldered leadership responsibilities and they have

contributed their stories of pain & gain leading lives

as a student teacher at NIE.

We have also featured all existing and new clubs

at NIE in a special page spread under the heading

Clubbing @ NIE for those interested in joining clubs

as members or who wish to participate in activities

organized by the various clubs.

If you are the type who likes to engage in

interactive and intellectually stimulating discussions,

NIE also offers you a variety of conferences and

seminars that you can sign up for.

Freshmen, you will definitely be spoilt for choice!

The message is simple. Everything is worth a try.

If you are in doubt of your potential, stop fretting

— most of us started with zero experience.

Remember the words of Nike — ‘Just do it’.

Oh well. At least, that’s what I did!

Have a pleasant read.

Nur Namira Mazlan
TTC Publications Officer

Editor-in-Chief of NIE Voices 2007

Director’s Message
Dear Student Teachers

If this is your first semester on our campus, welcome to the Heart of Education! To all others, welcome
back to a semester of new hope and new challenges.

I am happy to inform you that an International Advisory Panel who visited our Institute recently,
has strongly endorsed our Institute as an international player in the field of education and educational
research. While we look toward an exciting future, we must also embrace our roots. Walk through
the lobby of our Administration Building (Block 1), and learn about our rich history in teacher education
through The Journey of Teacher Education display. I wish to draw your attention to the fact that in
2010, we will be celebrating 60 years of Teacher Education in Singapore. It will be a significant milestone

and I encourage you to think about how we could celebrate this milestone and promote the teaching profession.
Take time out from your busy schedules to enjoy our lovely campus and to make friends. It is through the connection with your

peers that you will enjoy life better on campus, and learn more. To facilitate camaraderie and the building of a strong teaching
fraternity, NIE has built a student hub on campus, fondly called U.iD or Unity in Diversity by students on campus. Use it for chit
chat, discussing group assignments or just come for a cup of coffee, a meal or just to relax.

Your life at NIE will be more meaningful if you fully participate in student activities. There are 13 student clubs on campus
catering to different interest groups and programmes, and more clubs are seeding. Clubs aim to connect student teachers and to
make life on campus more fun and vibrant. Join club activities — they will broaden your worldview and nurture your talents. Take
part in student development programmes too — such as The Meranti Project, Challenge Resiliency NIE, Explorations in Ethnicity,
study trips to overseas educational institutions, education and youth conferences and upcoming international service-learning
projects. All these activities will help you grow personally and professionally.

I wish you a happy and fulfilling semester ahead.

Yours truly,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Editor’s Commentary



primary and secondary schools. I
also made new friends and they told
me about what their schools do. I
was very impressed with how much
Singapore schools are doing to
encourage service learning.
I also attended talks by other schools
and I learnt new things like dementia
and the green tree project. Before this
conference I thought service learning
was teachers making us do CIP;
boring things where no hands-on
work is done but now my mindset
about service learning has totally
changed. I think it encourages
students to know that even though

we are small, we can do great things.
Service Learning is a teaching method that enriches learning by

engaging students in meaningful service. Young people apply academic
skills to solving real-world issues, linking established learning objectives
with genuine needs. They lead the process, with adults as partners,
applying critical thinking and problem-solving skills to concerns such
as pollution and diversity.

I also feel that NIE was a very good ground for this conference
to be held as it is well equipped with good facilities. I hope that next
year, they will have this conference again and have more schools
participating. Thank you.’

Guest-of-Honor, Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of NIE who in his opening speech imparted
words that were both inspiring and motivating to everyone present, especially for the graduands.

Sherefudin, President of the 16th TTC Management Committee, initiated the first ever mixing
of the teaching punch which signified the bond between NIE and all the teachers, a drink that
was enjoyed by all. This was also a rare opportunity for the old to meet the new; as we also
had NIE graduates who came back to celebrate this special night with the graduating students.
That day also served as a gathering for the NIE staff, current students and the graduands.

The Mr. and Ms. NIE pageant marked the peak for the night, with Md Zakir and Khalisah
Kader winning the titles respectively. Let’s not forget those who had won numerous wonderful
prizes, ranging from shopping vouchers to electrical appliances that were given out during
the lucky draw and table game.

For those who went home without winning any prizes, I am sure they enjoyed themselves
on the dance floor when the music started playing.

1st International Conference on Character
Development through Service and Experiential Learning
T he recent International

Conference on Character
Development through Service

and Experiential Learning, held on
12 & 13 March, brought together 400
educators, officers of voluntary and
welfare organizations, education
officers, academics and students as
they shared their experiences and
exchanged ideas through a series
of concurrent workshops and paper
presentations. The two day
conference also highlighted some
30 Singapore schools’ service and
experiential learning projects
through the “Youth Voice in Service
Learning”, organized by NIE alumni and the NIE Service Learning
Club.

Service learning is not just about community-involvement projects.
12-year old Tasneem Hardie from Keming Primary School sheds a new
light on what service learning truly means…

My reflections on the NIE conference
‘When I was first told about the conference by my teacher, Mr. Siva
Gopal Thaiyalan, I was very enthusiastic and excited. Our project was
called `Project Excelaration’. This project is done yearly by P6 students.
When I presented our project to the people, I felt proud as I was
representing my school.

There were many other schools taking part in this conference,

Choo Guan Kiat
Dip Ed General Year 2

T he NIE Dinner & Dance 2007, organized by the Trainee Teachers' Club (TTC),  held on the
25th May 2007 at the Trader's Hotel was a night to remember for all present as it celebrated
the graduation of yet another batch of NIE students. The joyous occasion was graced by
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NIE Dinner & Dance 2007

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

Mr Sivagopal with Tasneem Hardie (standing on his right)
and her peers from Keming Primary School

Nur Namira Mazlan
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 3

Mr Sivagopal with Tasneem Hardie (standing on his right)
and her peers from Keming Primary School

Khalisah Kader and Md Zakir Abu
Bakar were crowned Miss/Mr NIE 2007
Khalisah Kader and Md Zakir Abu
Bakar were crowned Miss/Mr NIE 2007
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days, welcomed 2016 graduands into the
teaching profession.

This joyous occasion was graced by
Guests-of-Honours, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Minister For Education
& Second Minister For Finance, Rear
Admiral Lui Tuck Yew, Minister of State
for Education and Mr Gan Kim Yong,
Minister of State for Education &
Manpower on three separate ceremonies.

10 July 2007
Mr. Tharman addressed 542 graduands of
the Bachelor of Arts (Education), Bachelor
of Science (Education) and Postgraduate
Diploma in Education (Primary)
programmes. In his speech, Mr. Tharman
spoke of how our society places great value
on education as well as wholesome
upbringing of our children and commented
on the Group Endeavors in Service
Learning (GESL) programme which has
given NIE trainees the opportunity to work
with voluntary and welfare organizations
and the community through projects that
have impacted the society. Mr. Tharman
also presented the Outstanding Youth in
Education Awards (OYEA), to three young
teachers who had gone that extra mile with
their students - Miss Esther Ong, Subject
Head for Special Programmes in
Woodlands Primary School, Mdm Huang
Yiyan, Acting Head Department for
Physical Education and Co-curricular
Activities in CHIJ Katong Convent and
Miss Sukhjeet Kaur, a teacher in Swiss
Cottage Secondary School.

11 July 2007
Six hundred and sixty four graduands of
the various Education Diploma
Programmes were warmly welcomed into
the education profession by RADM(NS)
Lui Tuck Yew. Mr Lui spoke of the
Structured Mentoring Programme which
will see every teacher attending 6 core
training courses over two years, ranging
from equipping teachers with skills for
classroom management to skills for relating
well with parents as well as opportunities
to attend dialogue sessions with MOE

T he recent Teacher’s Investiture
Ceremony, held at the Nanyang
Auditorium over the span of three

personnel and Senior Teachers as well as
sharing sessions to network and exchange
ideas with other beginning and experienced
teachers.

Mr Lui also shared with the graduands
that beyond formal recognition and reward,
what motivates a teacher is a calling and a
deep sense of mission to shape young lives
and although the results of labor may not
be immediately apparent, it’s the joy of
seeing students do well in school and in life
that will be teachers’ best reward and lasting
legacy.

12 July 2007
Mr. Gan Kim Yong spoke to 810 graduands
of the Postgraduate Diploma in Education
(Secondary), Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Physical Education) (Secondary)
and Diploma in Physical Education
(Primary) Programmes. In his speech, Mr.
Gan highlighted the appointment of School
Staff Developers, a senior member of staff
whose role is dedicated to the planning and
implementation of professional development
for staff. Dedicated attention is also being
given to the well-being of teachers and the
Staff Well-Being Unit in MOE has initiated
OLive (Opportunities for Lives to be Ignited
with Vitality and Exuberance) to assist staff
in achieving harmony in self, family and
work. Mr. Gan emphasized that the roles
of teachers were not only to get through the
syllabus but also one to guide the students’
spirits, nurturing their minds and moulding
their characters for teaching is a life-changing
career, not only to the students but for the
teachers themselves too.

Words of wisdom from the
Valedictorians
An investiture ceremony is never complete
without the wise words of valedictorians.

And this year, Irwan Shah from the
Bachelor of Arts (Education) programme,
Shree Kumar Arita from Diploma of
Education programme and Leah Aw Zhu
Jun from the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education programme took to the stage as
they shared their learning journey at NIE
and led their respective cohort in the
recitation of the teachers’ pledge - signifying
the graduands’ formal entry into the
education profession in Singapore.

TEACHERS’ INVESTITURE CEREMONY 2007
FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

Guest-of-Honour, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam presenting the Victor
Neo Gold Medal award to Irwan Shah Bin
Shahruddin from the Bachelor of Arts
programme

Shree Kumar Arita from the Diploma in
Education programme receiving the British
Council Gold Medal from Guest-of-Honour,
Rear Admiral Lui Tuck Yew

Guest-of-Honour presenting the Rotary
International 75th Anniversary Gold Medal
to Leah Aw Zhu Jun from the Postgraduate
Diploma in Education programme

Guest-of-Honour presenting the Rotary
International 75th Anniversary Gold Medal
to Leah Aw Zhu Jun from the Postgraduate
Diploma in Education programme

Shree Kumar Arita from the Diploma in
Education programme receiving the British
Council Gold Medal from Guest-of-Honour,
Rear Admiral Lui Tuck Yew

Guest-of-Honour, Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam presenting the Victor
Neo Gold Medal award to Irwan Shah Bin
Shahruddin from the Bachelor of Arts
programme



Medal, awarded for Best Performance in
Physics in the Bachelor of Science (Education),
the Rotary International 75th Anniversary Gold
Medal, awarded for outstanding leadership
and dedication to student activities at the
Institute or services to the community as well
as the NIE Award, awarded for excellence in
academic studies and service to the Institute’s
community. Renee is the first person to receive
the coveted NIE Award.

Receiving the awards was indeed a big
surprise for her as she recounted, “I did not
even know some of them existed! There were
two that we had to register for and so I know
those two were possible awards. Initially, I
didn’t really want to apply for them because
as the other club leaders would tell you, it

wasn’t about the awards. It was about dedication to our dreams and
service. But I went ahead anyway because some of my good friends
made me realize that it wasn’t about the recognition but the doors that
could open if I have an award in my portfolio. It means I may have
more opportunities to contribute to Singapore and the world community.
Other than those two, the rest were a BIG surprise”.

Discipline : Pray, Study, Save, Train
While pursuing academic goals may be the only priority to some, Renee
has another vision – to contribute to a better world as long as there is
an opportunity. Her hope turned into reality, as throughout her four-
year study at NIE, the Institute not only recognized her contribution
as the school’s representative for many international conferences but
also as an individual who was actively involved in various youth
expedition projects and who headed the Bachelor of Science Club which
clinched a gold award for the NIE Club Award under her lead.

What does it take to be a student who not only excels in his/her
academic pursuits but also finds time to contribute to the NIE
community through active involvements? Renee Yuanna

Sulaiman, this year’s valedictorian, tells Voices that it all boils down
to discipline.

Sitting across this young lady, you would never have guessed that
behind the petite frame, lies an individual who aspires to be an
exemplary change agent who believes that trying her best alone is
nothing compared to trying her best together with others.

Her motto in life, ‘Aspire to Inspire’ eventually saw her attaining
a First Class Honours in the Bachelor of Science (Education) and she
was also the recipient of five awards! the Sng Yew Chong Award,
awarded for overall Best Performance in the Bachelor of Science
(Education), Association of Mathematics Educators Book Prize, awarded
for Best Performance in the Teaching of Mathematics in the Bachelor
of Arts (Education) and Bachelor of Science (Education), the IPS Gold
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‘As a friend, we must also do our part. When I was in the Army, I
learned one important value of friendship that I will always hold close
to me – leave no one behind. Yes, it is important to do our own part
to succeed, but I would suggest that it is more important to give
someone else a push so that our friends move along aside us, and not
get left behind. If we do our part as a friend, that helping hand may
be the difference between success and failure. That is the power of
friendship. Therefore, with friends, we will not only survive, but excel
to achieve the fullest extent possible from this intangible quantity we
now have called potential.’ – Irwan Shah

‘Gone are the days where we were kings and queens of the classroom
and every word we said was Gospel truth. Students now know more
thanks to the internet. Parents demand more as schools transparent
and consultative in their approach. More than ever, as teachers, we
will be engaged in the classroom. And we will need to engage. Let not

only the numerous teaching strategies and methodologies we have
learnt thus far or the students themselves inspire us. Instead let the
subject that we will be teaching lead both us and our students together
to discover unchartered territory.’ – Shree Kumar Arita

‘As teachers and role models who have to open our students’ eyes
to the deeper meaning of ‘good’ instead of focusing on the narrowly
defined ‘best and brightest’. We have to model to our students what
the good life is, what being good means, because in so many ways, our
children start off where we finish. I think we can agree that being
‘good’ means having a certain sense of peace, contentment and a
measure of self-acceptance. The wonderful thing is, we don’t even need
to turn the whole system upside down to begin. It is in how we treat
our students who top the class, how we treat our students who don’t
do so well, how we treat our colleagues, how we treat the lady who
cleans our bathrooms. It is in how we lead our own lives.’ – Leah Aw

Nur Namira Mazlan
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 3

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

The Valedictorian Speaks

Renee with trainee teachers from various programmes at NIE embarking on
their 2nd Overseas Educational Experience
Renee with trainee teachers from various programmes at NIE embarking on
their 2nd Overseas Educational Experience



to her, being in the lead sometimes gives her more credibility to
encourage people as she also enjoys motivating and pushing others
to maximize their potential.

Reminiscing times at NIE
Recalling her time at NIE as a student & student leader, she draws
in a few important lessons she gained from all the experience. “NIE
has made me the person I am today. I have learned a great deal. My

journey towards becoming a teacher taught me lessons on leadership,
the importance of reflection, how to motivate others and how to think
on my feet, the importance of self-belief and vision, humility, to be
grateful, to apologize when it is due and I have also learned the value
of great friendship.”

This self-disciplined lady also has a number of people to be grateful
for as she counts her blessing for having her parents’ constant
encouragement and prayers, her fiancé’s never-ending support, her
great friends for their belief in her, NIE profs and staff who had opened
up a lot of opportunities for her as well as her club mates and project
mates who shared the motivation and determination and had worked
so hard to realize many wonderful ambitions, accompanying her
through a memorable learning journey.

Future hopes and ambitions
So what has she set her sights on next?

“I have a secret timeline for how many people I’d like to impact
positively in my life. For me, I will be thankful for any opportunities
that would help me achieve the goals in my timeline. I believe each
person has a purpose and mine is to help make the world a better
place. It may be in touching and shaping young lives today. Who
knows tomorrow I may be an aid worker?” she tells.

Whoever this lady chooses to be and whatever responsibilities she
decides to shoulder, somehow, you have no qualms that she will give
her best to achieve her goal, even if it means having to create her own
window of opportunity.

With so
much on her plate,
you’d think this
lady works round
the clock and  has
no time for
anything but work.
But no, Renee
somehow manages
to squeeze in
movies, dinners
and casual get-
togethers with
friends and her
loved ones despite
her busy schedule.
She even sets aside
time for her favorite
hobbies: digital

scrap booking, blogging, reading and talking to people. So how did she
juggle all that? “I think discipline is very important. During my NIE
days, I kept a sign in my room that said Discipline: Pray, Study, Save,
Train – ‘No one else can tell you to do your best’. It was a good constant
reminder. I think what’s also important is having people to whine to!
Or something that will help you release any frustrations. Talking to
someone, punching a pillow and writing my feelings down have been
my best ways to keep sane,” she says.

Taking the lead
For one who believes that it’s impossible to do a good job if one’s heart
is not into it, she thinks that work is more meaningful if one gives part
of oneself and invests one’s emotions into it. And to her, besides
commitment and sincerity which she places high importance on when
it comes to work, one should also not overlook the importance of
professionalism. “While I think we should invest our emotions, I think
we must also realize that a lot of what we do is not about us alone and
that others too invest their emotions into the things that they do, others
too are passionate in what they believe in. As a professional, one must
be able to put the organizational needs above one’s own.”

And it’s no surprise that this dynamic lady prefers to take the lead
rather than take the back seat and go with the flow. Describing herself
as visionary and ambitious, she wants the best in whatever project she
commits herself to. Rather than secretly harboring vision or complaining
if the leading figure does not quite have the same direction or drive,
she’d be more than glad to take on the job and do the best she can for
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Nur Namira Mazlan
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 3

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

Renee (right) with her CCE tutor, Miss Shek

Renee with her Bsc Club members



ohd Azuan Tan
Hasan Tan needs no
introduction to

those who know him as the
former chairperson of the PESS
Club. He shares with us his
leadership experience and how
people around you can be your
true source of motivation.

The best thing that
happened to you in NIE?
Honestly, being enrolled in NIE
and being given this opportunity
to pursue my passion is a great
thing by itself. Here, I was amongst
like-minded people who shared
my passion for the profession. So
learning and experiencing
everything here was a lot different
as compared to my days in NUS. 

The bonds are also a lot more
close knit in NIE, simply because we
did practically everything together. Belonging to one class throughout
my entire stint here helped in keeping me rooted to school. Being�a
PE student made it even more fulfilling. There was already that one
huge thing in common. Forming friends became natural. So if there
was one best thing that happened to me in NIE, it had to be the
relationships that evolved throughout my course of study here.
Relationships I would not have been able to forge anywhere else. Oh
yes, and also the fact that I get paid to play games at NIE. Hehe.

You were the former chairperson of the PESS Club. How
is it like having to balance your studies and club
involvement?
I have to be honest here. Initially before I was enrolled here, I thought
NIE was going to be a breeze, when it came to academic performance.
Especially if you were a post- graduate student.� I was wrong. The
programme here had to be rigorous and demanding in order to ensure
that only the competent and prepared teachers were sent out to teach.
Before I chose to run for chairperson, I knew it was going to be an
uphill climb juggling both these responsibilities. But, as with everything
else, setting priorities and managing your time well was essential. 

There were definitely some sacrifices which had to be made, but I
must say they were worth the while. Furthermore, my friends,
colleagues, committee members and the members of staff were really
supportive, so that helped a lot.

A leader or a student. Which is more challenging?
I would have to say leader because a leader is all encompassing. It has
multi facets and requires excellence in all fields. My perspective on
leadership is that a leader is only as good as the men he leads. From
here its clear that as a leader, your realm of responsibility extends
beyond individual concerns. A student has his challenges due to the
targets he has to meet, but a huge part of the effort and degree of control

is linked to the individual. The
leader is subjected to things he
is unable to control. So you can
imagine the challenges of the
individual who is both a leader
and a student. Nah, don’t worry,
we all made it.

The driving force that
keeps you motivated…..
Once again, this has got to be
the people around me.� I
sincerely believe that I
wouldn’t be doing this
interview if not for everyone
who has helped me
throughout my years in NIE
and as chairman. The staff
and lecturers were really
encouraging and supportive.

My committee
members were really

hardworking, dynamic and efficient, not forgetting
tolerant of all my undesirable antics. And all the members, the PE
teachers themselves
who were really
enthusiastic and
forthcoming. The
unity and camaraderie
of these groups
pushed me every step
of the way to continue
to serve them in the
best way possible. 

And the response
always made me want
to push myself harder.
Important lessons you
learnt throughout
your course of study
here in NIE…..

Other than the
invaluable pedagogies
and management
skills and tips, the
greatest lesson would
be that one must
always have a purpose in doing anything and at the end of the day,
you must serve that purpose. I knew my purpose was to be a responsible
student teacher, and I served that purpose by making the most out
of my education here in NIE. Being the PESS chairman, I served my
purpose by serving the club and her members, and by exemplifying
everything I believed a leader should have been. Now I shall serve
my students, the purpose I have been entrusted with having graduated
from this esteemed institution.
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FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

Azuan (standing) with his PESS committee  at  a dinner in

appreciation of Professor Leo Tan who stepped down as Director

of the Institute on the 31st October 2006

Azuan in actionAzuan in action
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As a student, you were also actively involved as the
president of Trainee Teacher's club. How do you juggle
both? …..
I’ve got no life. My social life is practically non existent as I shuffle
from home to school daily for lessons and club activities and use the
weekend to catch up with my readings and assignments. If there’s
anyone out there who would like to help me get a life, feel free to
contact me. It has been too long since I went to a party!! With the
advent of the new semester, I guess life will be back to what it has
been for the past 2 years but I’m always game to try new things. I
want to go boogie at St James or chill out at Clarke Quay! Anyone
want to show me the ropes?

Though despite all that, I learned one most important thing
throughout my involvement as the club president – that is ‘There is
no save option on the game of life.’

Your motto in life ….
I can sleep as much as I want when I’m dead.

Finding the key to success
t’s never a breeze to juggle work and play. But for Mohd Sherefudin
Jamal, former President of Trainees’ Teacher’s Club and prizewinner
of the Rotary International 75th Anniversary Gold Medal – awarded

for outstanding leadership and dedication to student activities at the
Institute or services to the community – the fear of regret and a little
sacrifice may just be the key to success.

Has the offer to pursue your studies changed your life?
If so, how?
Of course it has changed my life! By accepting the offer to further my
studies in the BA programme, I’m now officially on no pay leave. This
means that I’ll have to cut back on good food, movies, night life and
all the other luxuries that I’ve indulged in for the past 2 years! Life
pretty much became mundane and boring ever since. It’s all down to
the bare necessities from now till 2010, the year that I’ll graduate. Ha
ha ha.. On the flipside though, the opportunity to continue my studies
at NIE would give me the opportunity to continue my work with TTC.
In the coming 3 years, I’m really keen on expanding the Patriots
Programme and developing the student hub, U.iD. These are the two
initiatives that I’ve worked on in one way or another during the past
2 years, initiatives which I hope to see prosper by the time I leave the
Institute. Hence, other than the fact that my social life practically came
to a standstill, life pretty much still remains the same. Its books and
work all over again.

The one who truly inspires you …..
When it comes to inspiration, I guess I don’t really have to look far
because my main source is right at home, my dad. For as long as I
could remember, my dad has always worked multiple shifts to put
food on the table and ensure that my sister and I have a proper education.

His dedication to his family at the expense of his own self taught
me that working hard is meaningless unless you’re doing it for the
people you truly love and it is those happy faces that you see at the
end of the day that makes it worth it. In a way, I guess I tried my best
because I wanted to repay him for providing me with the best he could
and to ensure that in the future, I’ll be able to provide for my family
in the same way that he did his. He truly has been my role model and
will probably continue to be.

What motivates you?
My main source of motivation is regret, the fear of regret. I’ve regretted
too many things growing up, especially during my tertiary years, where
I played too hard and wasn’t focused on anything serious. I remember
vividly that pang of regret that coursed through my veins when I
received my ‘A’ Levels results. I never for the love of God want to ever
feel that again. Hence, regret is my rocket fuel. As long as I do my best,
even if I fail, I’ve got nothing to regret. Oh yah! Good food can be a
fantastic source of motivation too. I love to eat and the thought of
having a good piece of steak or Japanese soba slide down my throat
is enough motivation for me to work hard.

I

FREQUENCYFREQUENCY

Mohd Sherefudin Jamal receiving the Rotary International
75th Anniversary Gold Medal from Guest-of-Honour, Rear
Admiral Lui Tuck Yew

Mohd Sherefudin Jamal receiving the Rotary International
75th Anniversary Gold Medal from Guest-of-Honour, Rear
Admiral Lui Tuck Yew
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I was one of seven National Institute of Education (NIE) student-
delegates representing Singapore at the Education Without Borders
(EWB) 2007 biennial international student conference which focused

on creating networks across cultures in order to understand, generate
and evaluate solutions for some of the world's greatest challenges to
the the proper transmission of education.

 Held in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates at the
Palace Hotel, from the 25th of March to the 27th of March, the conference
attracted over a thousand students from one hundred and ten countries
around the globe. It provided us with four different themes or challenges
to engage in. These were the inequitable access to education and
technology in a ‘Knowledge Economy’, utilizing the mass media as a
tool for creating social impact, being able to efficiently respond to
natural disasters as a organized global front as well as harnessing
education and technology to put an end to poverty. In order to cater
to these paramount themes, the conference featured workshops,
stimulating debates and presentations which facilitated an open exchange
of information.

Throughout the conference, I resided in the Abu Dhabi
Officers’ Club, a military establishment with a hotel-like outlook, where
we were all paired up with a student-delegate from another country
and my roommate was from Jamaica. That was the beginning of a
humorous yet meaningful cultural experience.

I was delighted to be given the opportunity to attend a speech by
Dr. Muhammad Yunus, a banker and economist from Bangladesh, who
had received a Nobel Peace Prize for his astounding accomplishments
in loaning money to the poor. His words inspired me deeply and led
me to reflect on how I, as a future educator could go beyond my call
of duty to aid my students in overcoming the social or financial obstacles
which impede their intellectual, academic and moral growth. The
conference was a memorable one for me as I engaged in a debate
session, on the topic of whether there should be governmental influence
in any forms of media.

Experiencing Education Without
Borders (EWB) 2007
Experiencing Education Without
Borders (EWB) 2007
Ming Hui, dressed in traditional Arab attire, shaking hands with his Jamaican roommate

Ming Hui with two of his fellow NIE student delegates

Ming Hui at the dinner table with friends from Malaysia
and Indonesia

Ming Hui, dressed in traditional Arab attire, shaking hands with his Jamaican roommate
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By Asst Prof Patricia Wong

hat do 48 trainee teachers, a crowd of more than
800 and Victoria Junior College have in common?
Seventeen NIE trainee teachers from GESL Group 6, facilitated

by Asst Prof Patricia Wong (PESS), were part of the committee that
organised the 2nd SHF-NIE National Seminar 2007 held at the Victoria
Junior College on 19 May 2007.  Another 30 trainee teachers were also
involved as volunteers for the event, helping out in areas such as
registration, refreshment, ushers and traffic marshals.

The annual seminar, the second in the Managing Obesity in Schools
series, aims to promote a holistic and coordinated approach to the
management of obesity in schools among stakeholders: School, Parent
and Community.  It carries a different theme each year; this year, the
focus was on the importance of young people’s mental health in obesity
management.  It was jointly organised by the Singapore Heart
Foundation and the National Institute of Education.  The 2007 event
was graced by Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Mr
Masagos Zulkifli.

More than 830 teachers, trainee teachers and professionals attended

the half day event that comprised 1 keynote address and 6 concurrent
workshops.  Participants could attend any 2 workshops. Participants
were also able to pick up resources and information from the booths
set up by various supporting organisations such as the Health Promotion
Board, the Singapore Sports Council, Fei Yue Community Services and
the Singapore Heart Foundation. In addition, students from Bedok
South Secondary School displayed their projects in the areas of obesity
and heart health.

On behalf of GESL Group 6, Alan Low,(PGDE) and Vice-Chairman
of the Seminar Organising Committee, sums up their experience, “It
was an enriching experience and under the mentorship of Asst Professor
Wong, we have learnt much from working with the committee as well
as with people from different organisations in such a large-scale project.
It has many challenges but we learned to overcome and problem-solve
eventually. More importantly, I’m glad to have played a part in serving
the community through organising this seminar”.

The 2nd SHF-NIE National Seminar
“MANAGING OBESITY IN SCHOOLS - OBESITY AND MENTAL HEALTH” 19 MAY 2007, VICTORIA JUNIOR COLLEGE

Three days might have been
too short a time to comprehend
fully the issues discussed, with
great depth. However, it was
certainly long enough for me to
immerse myself in the richness of
a cross-cultural environment. EWB
2007 not only gave me the
opportunity to enhance teaching
concepts acquired at NIE, it more
crucially allowed me to embrace

Shoon Ming Hui
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 4

the beauty of cultural and racial
diversity. In the future, I am
confident that this will translate to
my better handling of multi-cultural
facets in the classroom for a
meaningful and purposeful
learning experience to occur.
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A united ASEAN frontA united ASEAN front

Members of GESL Gp 6, Seminar Organising CommitteeMembers of GESL Gp 6, Seminar Organising Committee NIE volunteers at the seminarNIE volunteers at the seminar



Part of the delegates at the Grand Palace

Another interesting aspect saw participants geared up in

ethnic costumes for their traditional performances and

picture-taking sessions
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“D eveloping Leaders for the 21st century” – that was the
ironclad theme for this year’s Asian Youth Forum (AYF);
coupled with its aim of entrenching the said leitmotif in

the delegates’ mindset.
The success of AYF bespeaks an amalgam of talented university

students from every region in Asia. From as far as the steppes of Genghis
Khan and the land of the ancient Indus Valley civilization, to the
motherland of a once-feared Majapahit Kingdom, the delegates of AYF
2007 came equipped with their knowledge on languages, cultures,
weltanschauung and contemporary hot-button issues.

Held in Bangkok in January, this year’s AYF saw 80 delegates
allocated different modes of accommodation – home stay and local
dormitory – to integrate them with Thai culture and catalyse the process
of cross-cultural learning. Visits to Bangkok’s famed Grand Palace and

Ancient City also ensured a culturally-enriching experience for the
delegates.

Nevertheless, being in AYF has spawned a totally new panorama
of Asia. Frankly, it triggered an epistemic culture, where knowledge
has no boundaries.

I welcome all to apply for this awe-inspiring forum as next year’s
AYF will be held in the Disneyland of Asia  – Tokyo, Japan.

Asian Youth Forum 2007
STUDENT DEVELOPMENTSTUDENT DEVELOPMENT

           Hoirull Amri bin Tahiran
           Diploma in Education, Year 2

                                                                Vice President of Asian Youth Forum 2007-2008
Delegates from Asean. Writer is on the extreme left

In its focus group discussion, delegates’ stereotypes on various
enigmas such as Islamophobia, government legislations and many
more were ironed out. Delegates also presented discussion topics to
participating teachers around Asia in the 6th Pan Asian Consortium
Conference which was conducted concurrently.

Of particular interest to them was Singapore’s bilingual education
system and its multi-racial harmonious way of living. This writer
strongly urged the educators and AYF delegates to adopt the system
as it ensures peacefulness and mutual understanding of different
races in a country.

Writer with delegates from Indonesia (Ismail
Suardi Wekke) and Thailand (SureenaYeepaloh)

Delegates sharing cultural and language sessions
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T he sight of familiar venues may not necessarily capture the same
old fond memories, for each brand new day, a whole new
experience awaits.

James Chan tells us why the familiar may never be the same again
as he returns to NIE, to ‘refuel, retreat and renew’ himself.

How does it feel like to be back in campus as a student?
Well, it feels great as most teachers have very fond memories of their
time in NIE.

Walking along the corridors brings back a sense of nostalgia as I
reminisce the time when I was a trainee-teacher 2 years back.

It also feels kind of strange as the campus looks pretty much the
same, but all the familiar faces of my course mates and friends are no
longer here.

Back then, after lectures, my friends and I will always wait for one
another or we’ll arrange to meet somewhere. Well, recently when I had
to attend a briefing in LT1, it felt very weird as I no longer had anyone
to wait for or meet up.

This feeling also made me feel a little sad as in NIE, we always
hung out together everyday. However, once we became full-fledged
teachers, we had so little time to catch up that we hardly kept in touch.
The occasional MSN chat and rare holiday ‘makan’ appointments were
all that was left. It’s kind of sad, but also a reality as teachers are indeed
very busy especially when school starts, as life becomes almost like a
routine just like our timetable in school.

With all these feelings and initial emotions, I am however very glad
to be back at NIE as it is a very privileged opportunity to take full-time
study leave and be accepted back to study as the needs and demands
of teachers are very great and wide.

To quote a word I learnt from my principal, I hope to do my very
best and make full use of my time in NIE to improve myself physically,
intellectually, emotionally and spiritually (PIES).

You were once a student and you had also gained your
experience as a teacher. A student or a teacher: Who
would you rather be and why?
Well, if being a student means being a learner then I must say that even
as a teacher, I am a learner everyday of my life, be it in and out of
school or NIE.

I guess sometimes as teachers, we get so caught up with work that
we hardly have time to reflect on what and why we are doing certain
things. Tasks just keep coming and before you can complete one, two
or three more come up. However as a trainee at NIE, one definitely has

more time to reflect as the whole nature of ‘work’ is different. Yes,
there will be exams and deadlines, but I’m sure we won’t have last
minute urgent parent meetings or emergency incidences in school
which require immediate action. You’ll be amazed how much time
such situations can take up!

I am a teacher going to officially become a student-teacher; however
I hope to be a learner for as long as I live.

Things you will be looking forward to here in NIE.
Well, I was pretty involved in club activities like TTC and CSA (Catholic
Students’ Apostolate) and it was because of my involvement in CSA
that I decided to teach in St Stephen’s School.

I will most definitely continue to help out during Friday lunchtime
Masses at NIE as well as extend my help in any other way that I can.

I also hope to make better use of the facilities and activities at NIE
and NTU, such as NIE’s tennis courts, swimming pool and activities
like wakeboarding, inline hockey, fishing or maybe scuba-diving at
NTU.

In areas of study, I hope to enrich myself by doing more research
and in-depth study as during my “Dip-Ed” days, we merely touched
on the surface of biology which was and still is my academic subject.

With my teaching experience, I also hope to improve my pedagogies,
now that I have firsthand teaching experience.

Any advice for our student-
teachers at NIE?
To borrow an analogy from
“Starwars”, NIE to me is like what
a Jedi Temple is to the Jedis. Once
we become Jedis, we will be sent to
distant planets as ambassadors to
defend or solve disputes. Once a Jedi
is sent on his mission of uncertainty,
he will definitely miss the calm 
and peaceful serenity of the Jedi
Temple which appears to be light-
years away.

To all NIE trainee-teachers, I urge you to make full use of your time
at NIE and appreciate it as this is your “Jedi Temple” which played a
part in forming you into the teacher you are today.

Once you graduate, always remember that you can always return
to NIE: your “Jedi Temple”, your “Mother ship” to retreat, refuel and
renew yourself.

James posing with a
student during Racial
Harmony Day

STUDENT DEVELOPMENTSTUDENT DEVELOPMENT

James seated on the right with fellow pupils during a concert performanceJames seated on the right with fellow pupils during a concert performance

Refuel, Retreat
and Renew: The
3 Rs of a
Returning
Teacher
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The beauty of learning lies beyond the textbook and for the SLC
team, its through rendering their services to others that they find
the true satisfaction of learning. VOICES catches up with former

SLC chairperson, Muhd Sulaiman Othman and his committee members,
Arivalagan and Muhammad Salim Ahmad Jamil as they recount their
experiences and share their insights on how, in the process of service,
they unravel the true beauty of learning.

The responsibility shouldered on you as the chairperson of SLC for two

years in a row & having to head one of the Youth Expedition trips,

Project Roshan – has that changed you as a person?
Sulaiman: I had been a member of the SLC Management Committee
since my first year. Back then in 2004, I was the Local Volunteerism
Manager before moving on to lead the club as Chairperson in 2005. My
experiences as a participant (Project Manzil, 2003) and as a leader (Project
Roshan, 2005) in Youth Expedition Projects provided me with fresh
insights on volunteerism, service-learning and character development.
Being a chairperson required me not just to facilitate overseas projects,
but also look at local service-learning in schools from a new perspective.
As an individual, being involved in SLC was the last thing on my mind
as a freshman back then. My first expedition project was a truly humbling
experience and galvanized me to contribute back to the NIE community
and to our schools. I had planned for a CCA-free NIE life, focusing on
just my studies. Looking back, I feel a sense of satisfaction that things
had turned out otherwise. My lecturer in PESS, Mr Harry Tan, once
mentioned that rewards come when we least expect it. The Mendaki Goh
Chok Tong Youth Promise finalist award that I received in 2005 came as
a surprise to me. Doing something that I liked and getting an award, it
just could not get any better.

Service Learning. What does it really mean to you?

Sulaiman: It means different things to different people. In essence, I
believe in the idea of reciprocity. Through the service that we render to
people we work with, we are allowing ourselves to learn. We learn about
our strengths, weaknesses as well as about our fellow project members.
This learning comes from people we work with, and even from people
we render our services. I always see service-learning as an avenue for
character development. Mahatma Gandhi once said, “lose yourself in
the service of others.” I would like to add that in this process of service,
we also find ourselves and come out for the better at the end of it all.

The most important lesson you take back from your experience in SLC…

Sulaiman: is that service-learning can take place in various aspects of
our daily lives. For myself, I was still understanding more about myself
and the people I worked with, even in my capacity as a chairperson.

Each new project provided unique and different service-learning
opportunities. Sometimes in the process of rendering service, we end
up learning more from the people we are serving, and it is this learning
process that is invaluable. These learning journeys will allow me to
contribute to my school, Princess Elizabeth Primary, as we embark on
our mission to become a Centre of Excellence for Character
Development.

Has being part of SLC make a difference in your learning experience?

If so, how?

Ari: Definitely, I have learnt a lot of things which are beyond book.
For example, on my first SL project to Sri Lanka, I learnt how to
courageously face a future of uncertainty, from the Tsunami victims.
The only asset they had with them was 'hope' and 'belief' after losing
everything to Mother Nature.
Salim: It certainly did. Prior to my service learning experiences, I had
not involved myself much with community projects. Being part of
SLC had also provided me with an opportunity to take on a leadership
role in one of the Youth Expedition Projects, Project Asha-Sikkim 2006.

By going through a structured framework of reflections, discussions
and facilitation, learning  through service done is much more
meaningful and sensible. It is conspicuous that every service done is
a two way thing. The learning experience could be so great that it
could totally change your perspective on things.

The best thing SLC had provided you with…

Ari: The SLC has given me numerous leadership�opportunities to
learn.�Being part of SLC has also helped me in my intellectual, social
and personal growth. It also increased my active citizenship.
Salim: Ample opportunities to explore my potential, ample
opportunities to learn from others and of course, lotsa opportunities
to make friends wherever I went….

�
How do you foresee yourself transferring the knowledge & experience

gained in SLC to your students?

Ari:  During my practicum itself,�I shared the experience I had while
in Sri Lanka, Sikkim and China. The pupils were very engaged when
I shared personal stories and photos with them. I hope to share more
of these experiences with�other pupils and also make them realise how
lucky we are to be born in Singapore. I also hope to bring SL to my
school and organise more�local and overseas SL projects.
Salim: Service Learning can be closely linked to character development.
The latter is an essential tool to provide a holistic education to students
across the island.

Hopefully, I’m able to inculcate values such as responsibility,
humility and teamwork to my students; to learn from one another
regardless of their abilities, learn and reflect upon their mistakes and
work hand in hand with their fellow peers to work together towards
a common objective.

Experiencing Service
Learning

STUDENT DEVELOPMENTSTUDENT DEVELOPMENT

Muhd Sulaiman Othman with
Rear Admiral Lui Tuck Yew at
the First International
Conference on Character
Development through Service
and Experiential Learning

Arivalagan with students from
Sikkim

Muhammad Salim (third row, extreme right)
with his team in one of the Youth Expedition
Projects, Project Asha-Sikkim, 2006



C ritical thinking is not a discrete skill that you should teach
separately from other school subjects for “1/2 hour every
Wednesday afternoon”, says Courtney Cazden, a Harvard

professor of education. She shares with SingTeach her take on the
teaching of critical thinking in schools and more.

Gen S, or the Generation of Sheep—that’s what a Singaporean youth
called his cohort in a letter to the newspaper forum, while lamenting the
“appalling lack of passionate, critical thinkers” (Han, 2005) among them.�

While maybe a bit harsh, perhaps the young man’s complaint is
not entirely uncalled for. With the explosion of information on the
Internet, this generation needs, more than ever, to be savvy and critical
enough to discern facts from opinions and truth from fiction.

And this is a concern everywhere, be it in Singapore or the US.
Harvard Professor Courtney Cazden notes that US students are also

seen as not being critical enough of Internet sources, as they “sort of
assume that if it’s on the Web, it’s got to be valid material”. A
professor of education who has�taught in primary schools for 10 years,
Courtney is no stranger to Singapore’s education system. As a consultant
for the Centre for Research on Pedagogy Practice (CRPP), she has been
to numerous schools in Singapore to observe the teaching and learning
that go on in our classrooms.

So how does she define critical thinking? It involves a sequence
of analysis, and then judgment based on substantive knowledge. But
for Courtney, there’s another part that’s often not mentioned:
imagination, which you need to go beyond what is presented to consider
other possibilities.

Critical thinking—The Wednesday “Special”?
That critical thinking is an important educational goal is now
acknowledged by many governments. But at the same time that they
are promoting it in schools, Courtney believes that they should also
be mindful of how it is taught.

“The danger, I think, that exists in the States and I suspect here as
well, is that when we try to incorporate critical thinking as one desired
outcome in pedagogy at whatever level, we think we need to add a
separate, ‘Oh, I will do that half an hour every Wednesday afternoon,’”
says Courtney.

“From experience in the States, it’s more apt to be the problem of
getting it into the schools. It’s too easy to just say: ‘Well, we’ll do it at
a certain segment in time and we’ll have a special thinking skills
curriculum and we’ll fit that into the schedule somehow.’”

From Courtney’s observations of the classrooms in Singapore, the
curriculum seems to be “very compartmentalised”. For her, the teaching
of critical thinking should have “a sort of pervasive quality” where one
doesn’t have to stop and critique what is being done every moment,
but have “time to reflect back” on what was learnt at the end of a lesson
or unit.

“I know teachers are squeezed in between all these demands and
the danger is to just add on rather than try to rethink more coherently
how it can be a part of regular teaching,” says Courtney. Still, she doesn’t
want to give out formulaic “recipes” on how to teach critical thinking
since there is no one right way, and much depends on the subject that
is being taught.

Out of context, out of mind
This is also the reason why she has some reservation about how some
generic thinking approaches are being taught to students. They “won’t
take”, she says, if these approaches are taught out of context and have
no relationship to the other subjects in the school curriculum.

“It remains in a little isolated part of your mind and you can answer
in a test what de Bono says about the 5 steps or 4 essential skills, but
it doesn’t mean that you have learnt how to do it and have that habit
of mind.”

“That takes practice and reinforcement and all those old-fashioned-
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Thinking about Critical Thinking
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By Teng Poh Hoon
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sounding parts of learning,” she adds. “You don’t learn critical thinking
by somebody handing you some skills.... You have to use them and
subject them to discussion.”

Be critical, but civil
But are Singapore’s teachers here ready to teach a roomful of critical
and maybe even argumentative students who punctuate the lessons
with their questions and comments?

Not everything goes in the classroom; not even when it comes to
critical thinking, says Courtney. Learning to be critical in a civil manner
is an important part of the learning process, and students need to learn
to raise questions in a civil and responsible way.

“I don’t mean that at any moment the students ought to be able 
to raise their hands and say: ‘Wait a minute, teacher, I want to 
question the ethics of this work.’ or ‘Why should I believe what this
person says?’”

For such students, Courtney thinks, the teacher should ensure that
they know what it is that they are questioning: “You can say ‘We’ll get
to that but for now, I want to make sure you understand what this
person is saying, what their argument is and then at the end, you can
raise questions about what they may not be considering in their
argument.’”�

Similarly, students have to learn to give and take, and to respect
other people’s opinions.

“It (critical thinking) can only be useful if people really enter into
it with the spirit of ‘We’re learning and thinking about this together
and we will all benefit from different points of view’ and not ‘I think
of something and I’m going to hog the floor and present my point of
view and other people are just going to sit and listen and take in my
ideas.’ That’s not what the point of it is. The point is for everyone to
enlarge their ideas.”

Which is the right answer?
But if everyone has different ideas, especially in subjects such as History
or Literature where answers are not always so well defined, how is a
teacher to know which is the “right” idea? Or does it even exist?

“Well, I think there may not be one right answer, but there may be
a best answer.” Courtney reasons. And when it comes to the issue of
relativism, she believes it is often used as an excuse to argue against
critical thinking.

By Teng Poh Hoon
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“(They say) it just leads to relativism. Well, it doesn’t! Because there
are better and worse interpretations, better and worse generalizations
depending on evidence.... Students should always be asked for evidence:
‘Why do you think that?’ ‘What made you think of that idea?’”

Courtney admits that this more open-ended approach may seem
“a little bit scary” when compared to the usual, well-practiced classroom
drill of “One right answer, good, go on to the next question.” But for
her, both types of teaching has a place in the classroom, because getting
the basics right is essential for the thinking process. “Obviously, critical
thinking is not what all education should be about because even to
do that, you need a lot of knowledge in the field.”

“Beware”
While the idea of infusing critical thinking into one’s teaching may
seem like a daunting task, one can start with a few simple changes.
Courtney herself, who is reluctant to be prescriptive about the teaching
of critical thinking, gave her own piece of advice: “Beware”, she says,
of catchy phrases such as “The fact of the matter is” or “It goes without
saying that”.

“I would think we should all try and stop ourselves from saying
it because it forecloses the need to follow up with the reason for why
you think that’s so...teachers and we all need to (bear that in mind).
It’s so easy to use and so tempting.”
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clubbing @ NIE

Physical Education and Sports
Science (PESS) Club
The Physical Education and Sports Science (PESS) Club mainly caters to the needs
of students from PESS itself. We are in our 6th year running, with 14 members from
the cohort in the main committee. The club seeks to build unity amongst our own
school mates and with the rest of the NIE community. We organise events like inter-
class games, PESS Family Day, The Barker Challenge etc. Besides this, we also try to
reach out to the public by organising annual events like NIE Biathlon and the inter-
school netball carnival.

More information about us can be obtained from: http://pessclub.wordpress.com/

Family and Consumer
Science Club (FCS) Club

hors d’œuvre?
It’s not everyday when you can turn your creative ideas to life in food, families and love. In the
Family and Consumer Science Club, we make sure that you can apply life’s greatest skills to every
aspect of it through a series of fun and jam-packed activities. Furthermore, we make sure that“no
one gets left behind”; meaning you — yes, you — will be able to acquire them! So what are you
waiting for? Just head on down to our website at fcsclub.blogspot.com / fcsclub.multiply.com
or even drop us a mail at fcsclub@gmail.com!

Remember, no one should ever be left behind!

Chinese Language Education and

Research (CLEAR) Club

The Chinese Language Education and Research (CLEAR) Club researches in

the Chinese Language and provides opportunities for students in NIE to

inculcate and deepen students’ understanding of the Chinese culture and to

equip students’ with the professional knowledge for their future as a teacher.

CLEAR Club offers a variety of programmes to meet the professional

development needs of students. This year’s programmes include workshops,

freshman orientation, MOE Workshop, Chinese New Year celebration, Mid-

Autumn Festival and the annual investiture dinner.

Join our big family now!

For more details, please visit our website: www.clearclub.nie.edu.sg

or email us at  clear.chairperson@gmail.com

Student clubs aim to create a vibrant campus here at NIE. There are altogether 13 clubs you can
join, including the newly formed Family and Consumer Science Club, DanceFuzion Club and the
PGDE Maths Club. For a brand new enriching experience, join a club and we promise
you lots of fun as well as opportunities to develop your talent and potential
and a chance to contribute to the NIE community and beyond!
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DanceFuzion Club

English Language and
Literature Club
The English Language and Literature Club (ELL Club) is one of the many
clubs at NIE.  It was formed a few years back and has been quite active
since. Our club has around 20 members ranging from the Diploma in
Education, Postgraduate Diploma and Degree programmes.

In February 2007, we organized a ‘Learning Through Laughter’ talk
done by Dr Low Guat Tin, an Associate Professor at NIE. The talk was a
success for our club as it was a huge turnout, much better than what we
expected. We even got feedback from the audience commenting that the
talk was motivational, inspiring and enjoyable. Thus, we might have another
talk by Dr Low this coming semester. Watch out for it!!

For more information, contact:
Twinkle Chua, email twinkstarus@hotmail.com; Nidzam, email botak_skill@hotmail.com

DanceFuzion is a newly-formed club. As the name suggests, we don’t
specialize in any particular dance genres; rather, we believe in
versatility and variety. This club offers student teachers a chance to
learn hip hop, jazz, salsa, latin, and many many more. You’ve got a
different style? Just bring it and we will incorporate it into our
performance pieces. Join us to learn dance as recreation or dance as
a competitive sport. At the end of your study years at NIE, we want
our dancers to have attained total wellness and fitness through dance,
to develop appreciation for the aesthetic arts scene in S’pore, and
even participate in local dance arts events.

Tamil Language Club
The Tamil Language Club falls under the wing of the Asian
Languages & Cultures Academic Group. Formed in the year
1997, the club has grown by leaps and bounds over the years.
The primary aim of this club is to create awareness amongst the
Tamil community about our culture, tradition and language. It
also aims to promote the speaking of the Tamil language not
only amongst the young but also amongst the elderly.

With the organizing of various activities and events, the club
has evolved to become a club that is well respected by not only
fellow tertiary Indian clubs but by the community on the whole.
Moreover, the club is concerned with the holistic development
of students, which has been made possible by the organization
of a drama competition. ‘Chinnanjiru Maedai’ – an annual drama
competition held for primary school students is the main event
in the calendar of activities of the Tamil Language Club. The
event is eagerly anticipated by primary school students and
teachers and has had roaring success every year.

Club’s Website: http://www.freewebs.com/nie_tlc/index.htm
Other Contact Info: Bala (Chairman): 91474761, Theeba (Secretary):
92291084

Also planned for the semester:
Our very own Pod Channel with pod casts of poems, stories, etc…
Bi-weekly movie screenings
Bazaar selling all kinds of interesting stuff
A Welcome Tea Party for the First Year students
A Scrabble/Taboo competition

Do watch out for all of them!!!

If you are interested in joining the ELL Club, feel free to
email Fiona queenanne74@yahoo.com.sg.

Check out our upcoming performances:

8 Aug, morning
National Day Celebration at Student's Hub

23 Aug, 3pm
NTU Heritage Walk Opening Performance at NTU Heritage Garden

30 Aug, 4pm
Teacher’s Fiesta at Student’s Hub
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Service Learning Club
NIE-SLC seeks to introduce and create awareness
of Service Learning in NIE as well as providing
opportunities for trainee teachers to embark on a
meaningful service learning experience. Since the
inception of the club in 2003, we have benefited
numerous local and overseas communities through
our wide array of meaningful service learning
projects including the Journey Beyond Borders
Youth Expedition Projects (YEP).

SLC is currently recruiting trainee teachers
who have a passion to serve young children in
Sikkim and Thailand during the December
holidays.

Come join us to discover an enriching and
fulfilling lifelong journey in Service Learning or
even be part of our management committee.

The Malay Language &

Cultural Society

The Malay Language and Cultural Society (MLCS) was founded in

1991 as one of the student societies that was listed in Registrar of

Societies (ROS). In line with our vision, ‘Towards the Preservation of

the Malay Language and Culture’, the events that we undertake aim

to instill in the Malay youths of our generation a sense of pride in their

own language, heritage and culture.

For this upcoming academic year, we are undertaking major projects

such as Awallah Dondang and Kuiz Bidai.

We welcome you to be part of our harmonious family. Do visit our

website at  www.perbayu.org or contact any of our Exco members

through perbayuexco@yahoogroups.com for more details.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE CLUB

Us. The Ideal Face, The Delivering Hands.
That is what the club motto is.

Still new in our endeavours, we are definitely planning events catering to the NIE
population, hopefully more to the degree cohort. Our events so far have included
community service, voluntary work and overseas exchange trips incorporating both
the focus on pedagogical skills as well as service learning.

In future, the club offers to have even more exciting events, like a singing
competition called “StarLite ‘07” as well as our trip to Cambodia to fulfil our motto
of being the ‘delivering hands.’

The club is also a platform for you to get to know more people and friends.
Visit our website, www.niebsc.com which provides you a comprehensive coverage
on events that the club conducts and various links, ensuring that you and your friends
can get ample information and resources pertaining to life in NIE.

For enquiries, please do feel free to contact us at niebsc@gmail.com and we will
ensure that all your queries are answered almost immediately.

Contact Akhila @ 93880609 or e-mail at
akhila_tzm@hotmail.com to join our YEPs.
Visit our website at
www.servicelearningclub.nie.edu.sg/ now!

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Aug 2007
Orientation/ Recruitment talk for Freshmen
Sharing sessions with GESL groups
Recruitment for YEP to Thailand and Sikkim

Sept 2007
SLC Jamboree

Dec 2007
YEP to Thailand and Sikkim

Working with kids in Sikkim is very rewarding!
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BACHELOR OF ARTS CLUB 
“Bridging All Communities.”
This is the goal that the Bachelor of Arts Club (BA Club) aspires to achieve.
From signature events such as Learning Festival to events such as Director’s
Relay, we strive to enrich the lives of the NIE population, especially the Arts
community. 

Therefore, regardless of whether you are from the degree, diploma or PGDE
programme, as long as you have the desire to enhance the lives of your fellow
trainees as well as the passion for the Arts, then the BA
Club is where you belong!

Visit us at http://baclub.nie.edu.sg or email us at
nie.baclub@gmail.com

See you soon!

NIE GREEN CLUB
Have you ever been mesmerized by the flight of a butterfly?

Are you interested in nature? If it’s a “YES”, why not join us?
The NIE Green Club.
We are a group of nature enthusiasts who have gathered to learn more

about nature together. We welcome anyone who is interested to join in
this circle of learning with us.

Contact July at  niegreenclub@gmail.com
And we believe that learning isn’t confined within four walls, therefore

coming soon to all interested NIE student teachers is “Chek Jawa – Our
Outdoor Classroom” to be held at Chek Jawa, Pulau Ubin.

Details to be out soon…

Sunrise over the
Southern Islands

A sea star at
Pulau Semakau

A Blue Glassy Tiger Butterfly



he inculcation of a critical philosophical
spirit and tenor in our teachers is crucial
in this age of the Internet and MTV. In an

era where breakneck speed technology is
dominant, the time and space for a critical re-
examination of our lives via the scouring of
books and cultivating a culture of progressive
debate have been usurped by the more
convenient way of attaining ‘knowledge’ through
the nanosecond search engines. Herein lies the
role of critical philosophy.

By critical philosophy, it is not the sheer
memorization of theories and the mere
regurgitation of quotations that we seek of teachers.
Instead, teachers should be equipped with the
ability to inquire, problematise and reflect upon
the needs of their students. Without discounting
the importance of content in the curriculum,
students’ learning will also be handicapped if the
moral-ethical dimension of knowledge is silenced.

Teachers could act as filters for distorted ideas
and twisted ideologies. They should be the first
line of defence where public education is
concerned. Thus herein lies the role of the
committed and engaged teacher in initiating and
cultivating the critical philosophical spirit in their
students. In time, students may just have the
moral courage to confidently denounce crimes
against humanity and the ability to problematise
and diagnose the predicaments of their lives.

       The teaching task is above all a professional task that requires
constant intellectual rigor and the stimulation of epistemological
curiosity, of the capacity to love, of creativity, of scientific
competence and the rejection of scientific reductionism. The
teaching task also requires the capacity to fight for freedom, without
which the teaching task becomes meaningless.

Hi everyone,

Ever thought of trying out something new but did not
have the chance to? Or because they were too expensive?
Fret not!

We bring to you – Learning Festival 2006!

This is the time where you can join the classes you have
always wanted to; henna painting, dragon-boating and
even learning to speak Thai to shop! Interesting right?

Bring along your friends and join this event. And I’m
sure that you will learn something at the end of it all!
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NIE

The Psychology Clinic provides psychological and counselling services to
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological
University staff and students and to the general public offering affordable
psychological services and counselling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the clinic at this number 6790 3318.

Psychology Clinic

Publication Team

REFLECTREFLECT

The Psychology Clinic operates on an

appointment basis (9.00 am – 9.00 pm).

The Psychology Clinic is located in the

basement of the Education building

(Block 2) at the National Institute of Education.

Muhammad Irwan Bin Jamal
Diploma in Education, Year 2

Between Self and Student

— Paulo Freire

        We must have the
courage and ethical integrity
to denounce any and all
attempts to actively
dehumanize the very
students from whom we
make our living as teachers.
We need a pedagogy of hope
that is informed by tolerance,
respect and solidarity… In
short, we need a pedagogy
of hope that guides us
towards the critical road of
truth, rather than myths and
lies, toward reclaiming our
dignity and humanity.

T

— Donaldo Macedo


