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Dear Student Teachers
 
A very warm welcome to 
our July 2012 intake of 
student teachers across all 
our programmes and to the 
rest, a warm welcome back! 
For those of you returning to 
a new semester, many have 
just completed one of your 
teaching practicum postings 

in schools. I hope you were able to put into practice the 
values, skills and knowledge learnt at NIE and were able to 
seamlessly link the theoretical foundations you have gleaned 
to the practice of classroom teaching. 

In the 21st Century teaching and learning landscape, it 
is no longer sufficient just to acquire academic knowledge, 
more so, as future teachers, we need to help you to hone 
21st century competencies so that you can later on help 
nurture your students to become concerned citizens, active 
contributors, confident persons and self-directed learners. 
For this reason, I urge you all to participate fully in our many 
student development programmes – such as the Group 
Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) programme, The 
Meranti Project, study trips to overseas institutions, education 

conferences, and upcoming international service-learning 
projects. I believe that these programmes will help you to 
build multicultural awareness. 

Additionally, I strongly encourage you to engage 
actively in our 15 student-led clubs. These clubs serve 
to connect you with each other, hone your leadership 
skills and help you to build lasting friendships and strong 
bonds within the teaching fraternity. At the same time, 
your social-emotional competencies and character will be 
further developed. 

In line with the Ministry of Education’s unequivocal 
focus on a values-driven, student-centric education, you, 
our student teachers, are at the core of all that we do. 
For this reason, we hope that you will have a meaningful 
learning journey whilst you are at NIE and to emerge as 
thinking teachers, strong in educational foundation and 
philosophy, steeped in values and ready to try out the 
pedagogical tools in your classrooms.

Yours Truly,
Siti Noraisha Binte Mohamed Senin 
Year 2, Diploma in Education
Editor-in-Chief
VOICES; Publications Officer
Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC)
NIE

Editor’s Commentary

Director’s Message

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

So let’s Celebrar la Vida (celebrate life) while you’re in NIE 
as this is an important phase of your life where you’ll develop into 
wholesome teachers. With this in mind, the Trainee Teachers’ Club 
organised ‘Fiesta la Vida’ last semester. Read more about it in 
these pages. 

Have a great journey ahead, my fellow NIE mates! Also, 
check out the events that various clubs organised during the last 
semester right here in this issue! 

Welcome to the new semester, NIE mates!
I am sure many of you went globetrotting during the 

holidays! So had the members and participants of the NIE 
Travel Club who went country hopping across Europe as well 
as other NIE mates who went overseas for various reasons as 
evidenced in several articles in this issue. I, however, stayed put 
in our tiny isle. 

Well, guess what? Even with the start of this new semester, 
the jittery feeling of the practicum that I went through still lingers. 
Some of you who participated in Club JEUX’s game design 
course would have had a better inkling of making up games for 
your students. A great advantage, I must say. In all, practicum 
has certainly given me the opportunity to witness the theories 
learnt being put into practice. One obvious but important 
reminder, classroom management skills are vital in maintaining a 
decently behaved class. 

Besides my practicum memories, NIE has been a “happening 
place” to be in. Keep an eye out for activities that are carried 
out by the various clubs. I took part in several events, one of 
the events being the Insomnia Xtreme by the BSc Club which 
involved a 50km cycling trip. If I completed it, so can you! It’s 
all about pushing your limits to reach new heights.



3

On the 3rd of May 2012, eight groups 
of student teachers from the different 
programmes at NIE took part in the 

Museum Amazing Race 2012. It was a joint effort 
by the BA Club, BSc Club and Club Jeux with the 
starting of event planning since the beginning of the 
academic year.

Participants reported at the Singapore Arts 
Museum on that Thursday morning to collect 
their race pack before they were flagged off in 
search of clues to solve the mysterious case of 
the missing painting. They were required to visit 
the Mint Museum and other museums under 
the National Heritage Board. At each location, 
participants were given different tasks to complete 
within a limited time in order to gain their clue 
on the next location and other clues to solve the 
mystery. After five exhausting hours under the 
hot sun, all participants were greeted by Red Bull 
ambassadors rewarding each of them with a can 
of Red Bull at the finishing point, the Singapore 
Arts Museum. 

Results were announced once all participants 
had reported back and submitted their group’s 
solution to the mystery. The group, with the most 
points accumulated from the completed tasks and 
which had successfully solved the mystery, won 
a $300 cash prize. The second and third team 
received $200 and $150 respectively. Every 
participant turned out to be a winner as each went 
home with a prize at the end of the day.

This race turned out to be a successful event 
with participants commenting that they had 
enjoyed it. On top of that, they would be able to 
use the museum knowledge they gained in their 
stint as a teacher in the near future. Even the 
organizers themselves enjoyed the event and are 
looking forward to organizing another race soon.

NOOr rizal Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Chairperson, 15th Exco, BA Club

Photos by Sarah BiNte ahmad SuBOr (Year 2, BSc) 
and marcuS lOw (Year 3, BA) The champion group who won $300 cash prize

Participants engrossed in solving the mystery clues

Participants and organizers of Museum Amazing Race 2012

The Museum
Amazing Race 2012
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On the 10th of February 2012, the English Language and Literature (ELL) Club hosted the NIE 
Model Speaker Award at the Student Hub’s Amphitheater. The event saw students from various 
programs and courses in NIE filling into the Amphitheater to participate as well as to support 

their friends. 
With our three esteemed judges – Dr Selim Ben Said, Dr Tamas Kiss and Dr Angus Whitehead – from 

the English Language and Literature Academic Group, the event was set to begin promptly after the 
opening address from Dr. Selim. 

As the decision for the Model Speaker winner would be made by the votes from both the judges 
and audience, the participants took it upon themselves to dazzle both judges and the audience present. 
For slightly more than an hour all present were treated to inspirational speeches ranging from topics on 
“Journey”, “Success”, “Dreams” and “Happiness”. 

Speeches presented were delivered coherently and in a well articulated manner, interspersed with just 
the right amounts of wit and humor to captivate the audience and judges alike. As the night progressed, 
both the judges and the audience definitely had their work cut out for them in making their decision 
regarding the winners.

After a short refreshment break, during which the judges finalized their decisions and the officials from 
the ELL Club collated the results, the winners of the night were announced. Nyi Nyi Htut emerged as the 
winner, with Seah Li Song Shawn taking the position of 1st runner up, and Clara Kong Zhaomin clinching 
2nd runner up. 

The event was viewed as success as it achieved its aim of raising awareness on the importance of 
speaking good English as teachers-to-be. The ELL Club would like to especially thank Dr Selim Ben Said 
(our club advisor) and Dr Mary Ellis (from the TLDC) for their support and guidance. 

JaSvir Kaur Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Vice-President – English Language and Literature Club (ELL Club)

Photos by PerdaNa Putra @ PaN PiNg rui (Year 2, BA)

ELL Club organizers with the winner of the night!

Opening speech by Dr Selim

Dr Selim giving out the prizes for the night

1st runner up, Sean, in action dazzling the crowd

Model Speaker Award
2012

Judges and audience 
deliberating the scores

The emcee introducing our 

speakers for the night.
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Let’s Wash ’em Cars!

Siti NOraiSha BiNte mOhamed SeNiN Year 2, Diploma in Education
Editor-in-Chief of VOICES, Publications Officer – Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), NIE
Photos by lei JiayuN (Year 2, Diploma in Education, Asst. Hon Treasurer – TTC)

A Green Valentine’s 
Day Celebration!
For Valentine’s Day this year, what did you give 

your loved ones? For participants of “Bloom 
Your Heart”, they not only gave their love to 

loved ones, but also to Mother Earth, by making 
special handmade gifts of flowers and vases from 
environmentally friendly recycled materials! As Sim 
Hwee Jian, the person in charge of “Bloom your Heart” 
puts it, “Every Valentine’s Day, people spend money 
on fresh flowers and gifts, which are not cheap. So for 
Valentine’s Day this year, we wanted to provide students 
with an economical yet green choice.”

The event, held at level 3 of the Student Hub on 
the 15th of February, also happened to be the first 
independent event organised by NIE Green Club for the 
semester. Yummy refreshments were also provided for all 
who turned up.

Within an hour, some 30 NIE students from various 
disciplines were taught how to create flowers with layers 
of crepe paper and parts of our used shopping bags. 

Recycled polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) 
bottles were also cut 
up, adorned, and given 
new life as exquisite 
and personalised vases 
to arrange flowers in. 
Participants were also 
provided materials to 
create their own card to accompany the flowers 
and vase. 

Lest you think the event generated even more waste, 
the smart Green Clubbers also taught participants a 
nifty trick of using the top half of the plastic bottle as a 
zip-lock mechanism for sealing opened bags of snacks 
or other foodstuff. Cool!

ONg cheN miN Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education), 
IT and Media Officer, Green Club 
Photos by ONg cheN miN (Year 2, BA)

“Working at the car wash (oh oh, yeah yeah)...” 
somehow Christina Aguilera’s song Carwash came to 
mind seeing the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) washing 
cars at NIE’s Carpark 2 and 4. Divided into teams, the 
executive members of TTC and members of TTC’s sub-
committee carried out a carwash event on the 8th of 
February 2012. All set with wash cloths, sponges, pails 
and other car washing essentials, the teams tackled 
their mission of the day: carwash.

At $10 per car, the members were able to wash 
about 20 cars. Despite the scorching sun, they carried 
out their duties with the intention of giving back to 
society in the little way that they could as all the 
proceeds went to a charitable organisation called 
Compassion Fund. 

Overall, it was a fun event where the TTC members 
were able to contribute to charity through their efforts, 

and simultaneously bond closer with one another 
through the event. It is in times like this that friendships 
are strengthened. 

In addition, spurred on by the warm reception of 
the carwash event, TTC aims to make this an annual 
event. Therefore, the next time you see TTC members 
on the lookout for cars to wash, do support!

A flower for your thoughts

Participants engaged in 

creating their plastic vases

Rizal messing around with 
his creation!

TTC members having a fun time 

together while wiping the car

Smile!

Satisfied carwash customer 
with TTC members

5
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Fiesta la Vida - ‘the celebration of life’ was organised by the 
21st executive committee of the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), 
from the 5th through 9th March 2012. Held for the first time, 

this big event included an array of activities such as the sale of latest 
NIE T-Shirts and wireless presenters, Happy Hour 2, TTC Bazaar, 
various performances and free delectable desserts.

Performances by Cheryl Choy, MJ Hip Hop group from NTU 
and various others entertained the crowd that had formed outside of 
LT1, where the activities were held. Associate Professor Low Ee Ling 
graced the event on the 7th as the guest-of-honour. She addressed 
the audience and presented prizes to the lucky draw winners and 
the winner of the NIE T-shirt design competition, Mr. Muhammad 
Zaki Bin Ahmad.

Happy Hour 2, signature semi-annual event by TTC, where 
goodie bags were given out to the student population before 
the start of the exams, was also held concurrently with Fiesta La 
Vida. The exam welfare packs were filled with many items such 
as DMK Shoes vouchers, Chapter 2 vouchers, and stationery. In 
conjunction with Happy Hour 2, free desserts were given out as 
well! The F&N Sherbet, given out on the 6th of March, and Soyato 
ice cream, given out on the 7th, was sponsored by F&N Creamery 
and Soyato respectively. 

Siti NOraiSha BiNte mOhamed SeNiN
Year 2, Diploma in Education, Editor-in-Chief of VOICES, Publications Officer – Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), NIE
Photos by SharON tO (Year 3, BSc, IT & Media Officer – TTC)

Fiesta la Vida!

Ultimately, the mission of TTC is to Serve, Unite and Provide for 
the student population. The satisfied smiles during the event made 
the months of preparation and hard work worthwhile.

TTC would like to say a big thank you to all who have continued 
to support our activities. Do look out for various fun-filled activities 
organised by TTC in the upcoming months! 

Delicious F&N Sherbet. Yummy!

Cheryl Choy performing a song to entertain the crowd

Prof Low with one of the lucky winners

Happy with Happy Hour 2 welfare packs

President of TTC, Chua Jing Kai, 
with Guest-of-Honour 

Prof Low Ee Ling

Lining up to “Like” Magnolia 

Sherbet Facebook page
Crooner, Clement Ow, serenading the crowd

Happiness abound
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Our World,
 Our Future
the 23rd Annual National Service-Learning Conference held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, was 

jointly organized by the National Youth Leadership Council and Youthrive, the Upper Midwest Affiliate 
of PeaceJam International. Three NIE students from the Bachelor of Arts (BA) programme were given the 

opportunity to attend this conference with A/P Vilma D’Rozario and A/P Ivy Tan. This conference aimed to provide 
both practitioners and youth involved in the service-learning movement with a comprehensive service-learning 
professional development opportunity through sessions conducted by keynote and plenary speakers over a 4-day 
convention. This experience was truly enriching for us, student teachers, as it not only allowed us to interact and 
learn from people from over 16 countries, but it also opened our eyes to the opportunities that service-learning 
presented as a pedagogical tool apt for the holistic development of a 21st century student. 

Driven by the theme, “Our World, Our future”, the conference explored various issues about the world, youth 
engagement and the role of service-learning in education and the empowerment of youth. The information and 
experience shared during these sessions broadened our horizons as we began to explore the various dimensions of 
service learning in enabling holistic development and meaningful youth engagement. 

The trip to Minnesota held many memorable moments for the team as we had countless opportunities to 
interact with people from all over the world, sharing with them about NIE whilst discovering more about their 
culture and institutes in return. During the plenary sessions, the team attended addresses by honorable speakers 
like Nobel Laureate, Shirin Ebadi; where one of us was even able to shake hands with her! It was truly an 
unforgettable moment.

As character-building and citizenship education continues to gain greater importance in the education of the 
21st century student in Singapore, it can be concluded that the National Service-Learning Conference 2012 was 
indeed insightful and beneficial for our team. We look forward to sharing these useful insights with our peers during 
sharing sessions in the coming semester, hoping to inspire them just as we were inspired during the conference. 

JaSlyN ShaliNi a r Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Chairperson – Service-Learning Club (SLC)

Showcase of NIE’s Service-Learning 

projects at our very own booth!

Making new international friends at workshops

At the National Service Learning Conference in 
Minneapolis with A/P Vilma D’Rozario and A/P Ivy Tan
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Parallel to the Club’s mission of promoting 
the use of English Language in NIE, the 
English Language and Literature (ELL) Club 

held their inaugural ‘Movie Under the Stars’ with 
the screening of Mona Lisa Smile on February 
15, 2012. The movie, starring Julia Roberts and 
Kirsten Dunst, was chosen because it uses Standard 
English throughout the movie and its plot about the 
experience of a freethinking art history teacher 
in her attempt to teach at a conservative all-girls 
school also makes it apt for our NIE community of 
teachers and teacher-trainees.

Through the event, the ELL Club promised a 
relaxing evening for our staff and students as 
the sun set and the screen lit up. The screening 
was initially planned to be held at the open area 
between the UiD and the Library Arcade as an 
alfresco movie experience. Alas, due to inclement 
weather, the screening had to be held at the 
amphitheatre at the UiD instead. Fortunately, this 
did not dampen the mood of our guests. Thanks to 
the complimentary tidbits and beverages that were 
provided, our guests ensconced themselves in the 
amphitheatre as soon as the movie started rolling. 
We all knew that it would be a night to remember. 
Not only for the Organizing Committee of ‘Movie 
Under the Stars’, but also for our guests who 
enthused over the event and even suggested that we 
should have movie screenings more often.

On this occasion, we would like to thank the 
NIE Teachers’ Language Development Centre 
(TLDC) for their assistance in promulgating our 
event and for their constructive suggestions, 
without which our first-ever ‘Movie under the Stars’ 
event would not have been a success.

Thank you to those who came! Until next time then!

PerdaNa Putra PaN PiNg rui
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Treasurer, English Language and Literature Club (ELL Club)
Photos by PerdaNa Putra PaN PiNg rui 
(Year 2, BA) and lau li liNg KryStle (Year 4, BA)

Amphitheatre turned into a mini cinema – Voila!

Our attendees snugly enjoying the movie

Movie Under 
the Stars 2012

Prawn crackers and beverages galore!

Change of venue due to inclement weather
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Student teachers can’t seem to get 
enough of INSOMNIA! If you had only 
experienced insomnia from the mugging 

for examinations or the rushing of assignments, 
you got to try out INSOMNIA by BSc Club 
next year! We bring you a different definition of 
INSOMNIA! Last year, INSOMNIA X was a 
night cycling event just for the student teachers. 
This year, on 4th February 2012, BSc Club had 
extended the cycling distance to a whopping 
50km! It was indeed a test of endurance as 
well as a journey where new friendships were 
made and existing friendship bonds were 
further strengthened. 

TAN MEI YIN Year 4, Bachelor of Science (Education), Chairperson, 10th EXCO, BSc Club
Photos by ZHENG WEILIANG, Year 4 (BSc) & JASMINE PENG, Year 3 (BA)

INSOMNIA  X-treme!
At 5.30 pm, the excited participants 

gathered at the starting point while waiting 
for the event to start off. Sixty cyclists in 
yellow and orange event shirts were seen 
cycling down East Coast Park to Changi 
Village where they stopped for a rest as well 
as supper at the hawker centre. After which, 
the journey continued from Changi to Pasir 
Ris, where we U-turned and cycled all the 
way back to East Coast Park. 

Fun Fact (or Scare Fact): Did you know, 
the bike shop that the organizers had been 
liaising the entire while suddenly closed 
down a few days prior to the event? 

Calls were made right till the morning of 
the event day before they found out from 
another shop that they had closed down. 
Where were they supposed to get the 60 
bikes that they had originally reserved? 
An interesting experience for the organizing 
committee, indeed!

Right here we would like to congratulate 
all the participants of INSOMNIA X-treme for 
challenging yourselves and making it through 
the 50km! You can now proudly say, “I’ve 
taken part in INSOMNIA and cycled 50km!” 
as you look back at your life at NIE.

Safety Officers

INSOMNIACS!

Stopping for supper

Still looking great!

The persevering group
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Naung

KHAIRUNNISA BINTE SAZALI
Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Honorary Secretary, 20th Executive Committee, NTU Malay Language and Cultural Society

Love is in the air!
Valentine’s Day is a day where love is especially 

shared all around between friends and lovers. 
Earlier this year, the Bachelor of Arts Club 

celebrated Valentine’s Day 2012 with our signature 
sales of roses. This year, in addition to the roses, 
we included sales of handmade items from our club 
members such as Valentubes and roses made of Ferrero 
Rocher chocolates. We sold the items over a period of 
two days thereby allowing us to reach out more to the 
NIE community. 

During one of the sales, a student was overheard 
saying, “Wow, this is very creative!” when she heard 
that the Rocher Roses and the Valentubes were 
handmade. Students and staff were seen selecting 
roses and gifts for their friends during these two days. 
In addition to the bustling sales alongside other stalls of 
the Valentine’s Day Bazaar that was held by the Clear 
Club, members of the BA club also joined dancers from 
DanceFuzion in a Valentine’s Day flashmob to add hype 
to the event! The love and joy that spread all around the 
campus was a sight to remember as smiles were all that 
were left to be seen. 

NTU PERBAYU Beztari, a dance group under 
the cultural wing of NTU Malay Language 
and Cultural Society held its first ever dance 

production, Naung 2012: Sense of Attachments at 
The Republic Cultural Centre on the 4th of February 
this year. 

Following the huge success of Karya ’11: A Life’s 
Epilogue, a collaborative dance production with 
Azpirasi Dance Group by resident choreographer Mr 
Azmi Juhari last year, Naung 2012 portrayed four 
different segments that were interconnected.

With the theme of family (relationships), knowledge 
(education hubs), organisations (external bodies) and 
leadership (giving back to the nation), it also touched on 
how the Malay culture and traditions were affected by 
changes over time.

Being the very first dance production by NTU 
PERBAYU Beztari, Naung 2012 had certainly set 
high performance standards for the members. The 

ELYANA INSYIRAH BINTE ESMAN
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education) BA Club, Vice-chairperson
Photo by ELYANA INSYIRAH BINTE ESMAN (Year 3, BA)

Gala show was sold out within a 
week of publicity. The teamwork 
amongst the dancers and crew 
involved was obvious and they 
definitely showed hard work and 
sacrifice throughout the practices 
leading up to the production 
dates. All of these coupled with 
the dedication of everyone 
involved resulted in the success of the event.

Which shelter should I seek? Which one will be 
the best for my needs?

One body; the one everyone looks up to

The Ferrero Rocher roses 

that received much attention 

during the two days

A sample of the ‘Valentube’ that was on sale

The stall that attracted students and staff 
to be part of Valentine’s Day 2012
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Auditions for Starlite V were carried out 
with the panel of judges having a tough 
time selecting the top 6 soloist and top 2 

groups. After many rounds of discussions, the panel 
of judges finally reached a conclusion as to who 
was worthy of entering the finals. The news was 
released to the finalists and their showdown was 
scheduled for the night of 18th February, at the 
Drama Center, The Black Box. 

Doors opened at 6.15 pm for the family and 
friends who came to support the finalists. The 
event’s masters of ceremonies were Leomund Teh 
and Khoo Lee Kuan, student teachers from the 
National Institute of Education (NIE). It was graced 
by Guest-of-Honour, Associate Professor Ivy Tan, 
then Sub-Dean for the Diploma Programmes and 
Practicum at NIE; whose opening speech was 
motivating to both the organizing committee and 
the finalists. 

The judging panel for StarLite V included Peter 
Neo, Faizal, and Chih Peng. In addition to the 
performances that the finalists did, Faizal and his 
group, as well as Chih Peng doubled as the guest 
performers for the night as well. The audience 
was entertained by these performances whilst the 
committee finalized who the winners were.

Caleen and The Playlist, the winners for the Top 
Soloist and Group categories, walked away with 
prize money of S$300 and S$450 respectively. 
Not forgetting our 1st runner up for the solo 
category, Zakiah and our 2nd runner up, Shahdon, 
who had generously donated his prize money to 
BSc Club as a form of thanks for organizing StarLite 
and giving him the opportunity to perform. The 
10th EXCO and organizing committee of StarLite V 
would like to express their gratitude for making this 
event a success!

TAN MEI YIN
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)
Chairperson, 10th EXCO, Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club
Photos by ZHENG WEILIANG, Year 4 (BSc) 
& JASMINE PENG, Year 3 (BA) 

NIE StarLite V: 
You’ve Got Talent!

Guest-of-Honour, Professor 

Ivy Tan receiving a token of 

appreciation from BSc Club 

Chairperson, Tan Mei Yin The ogranizing committee for StarLite

Zakiah was next up in the solo category

The contestants, judges and Guest-of-Honor

The Playlist won the hearts of almost everyone

Caleen, our winner for 
the Solo Category

Shahdon wins $50
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LAU LI LING, KRYSTLE Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Chairperson – English Language and Literature Club (ELL Club)
Photos by JASVIN KAUR (Year 4, BA) and CHEW YOU REN (Year 4, BA)

Our club advisor, Dr Selim 
(right), and chairperson, 
Krystle (top) with our top 

scorer of the day, Sarah (left)

ELL Club vice-chairperson, Jasvir, 

guides new Scrabble players

Beautiful Scrabble Deluxe sets 
provided by Club Jeux

ELL Club members Michael, Waheedah and Mariam 
standing by the table to facilitate game play

Participants registering at the registration booth

The Amphitheatre bustling with 

players and spectators

More than 40 NIE students participated in NIE’s inaugural 
Scrabble Championship held on 18 January 2012. This 
event was organised by NIE English Language and 

Literature Club, in collaboration with Club Jeux. Aligned with the 
mission of the ELL club, an objective of the Scrabble Championship 
was to promote the use of English in fun and engaging ways. 
Participants certainly broadened their vocabulary with unique words 
such as ‘po’ (definition: a chamber pot) being brought up and 
challenged by other players.

The set of rules used was adopted from the Scrabble 
Association, Singapore, and differs from the standard Scrabble 
Rules issued by the British version of the game produced by J.W. 
Spear and Sons. 

Players were under immense pressure as they had to juggle 
many tasks. Participants had to keep score for themselves, and 
for their opponents. In addition, they had to take note of the time 
clocked onto their personal stopwatches as each player had a 

Scrabble Championship
5Ws 1H

maximum of eight minutes allotted to them, and also to pay attention 
to the total game time countdown, with 25 minutes per game. 

The Scrabble Championship was held in the Student Hub 
Amphitheatre, where a total of five rounds were played, with three 
games being played concurrently in each round. The winner of each 
game won a pair of Golden Village movie tickets worth $18. All in 
all, a total of 26 movie tickets were given away! 

The ELL Club is happy to close this event after nearly a month of 
preparations. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members 
of the Scrabble Championship sub-committee, Waheedah Khaliq, 
Creative Manager, and Schweitzer N. Azouline, Publicity Officer, 
who invested their time, effort and money in preparation for this event. 
We would also like to thank our club advisor, Dr Selim Ben Said, for 
attending this event as our Guest-of-Honour. Lastly, we would like to 
thank all NIE Scrabble players for their enthusiastic participation, as 
this event would not have been a success without them.
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NOOR RIZAL Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Chairperson, 15th Exco, BA Club
Photos by TAN MEI YIN Year 4, BSc

Guests leaving birthday wishes on the Club’s wishes board

Club members and the invited guests

This year, BA Bash was organized to 
celebrate Bachelor of Arts Club’s (BA 
Club) 15th year anniversary. Leaders 

from various clubs and members of the 
BA Club were invited to the event on the 
evening of 25th January 2012. The theme 
for the event was “BA Carnival” and the 
guests were encouraged to dress in their 
own secondary school uniforms, in line with 
the club’s 15th year in existence.

All attendees were welcomed with light 
refreshments. They were also invited to play 
some games to warm up before the start of 
the actual event. Everyone seemed to be 

BA Club turned 15!
having a good time catching up with one 
another and leaving birthday wishes for the 
club on the wishes board. 

A short video of the club’s 15 years of 
memories was shown to the guests. This 
event served as an appreciation of the 
past club committees and members in their 
commitment to uphold the club’s tagline, 
“Bridging All Communities”. 

As would all birthday celebrations, it 
would not have been complete if there were 
no cutting of a birthday cake and singing 
of the birthday song. Rizal, the Club's 
Chairperson cut the cake together with the 

rest of the committee members and shared 
the cake together with the guests to show 
our gratitude for their unwavering support 
for the past years they have been working 
together. The event concluded with a short 
thank you speech by the Chairperson and 
a photo-taking session with all those who 
came for the event.

To sum it up, the past 15 years have 
been a wondrous journey for the club as 
it soars to greater heights. Being 15 years 
old, it is right for the club to mark this warm 
and joyous occasion as a milestone for the 
future committees to look back upon.

Some of the guests who came in their Secondary school uniforms
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Chinnanjciru Maedai 2012 took place on a grand scale 
on Saturday, 7th of April 2012 at the Umar Pulavar Tamil 
Language Centre Auditorium. Director of NIE, Professor Lee 

Sing Kong, graced the occasion as the distinguished Guest-of-Honour.
It was an honour for the Tamil Language Club to organise this 

annual affair during the Tamil Language Month 
under the support of the Tamil Language 
Council (Singapore). Being actively involved 
in organising and participating in activities that 
enrich both the academic and cultural aspects 
of our Indian students, the club’s biggest event 
for the year is Chinnanjciru Maedai 2012. 
This children’s drama competition for Primary 
School students this year focused on the aspect 
of ‘Spoken Tamil’. 

In its 9th consecutive year, Chinnanjciru 
Meadai 2012 had a total of 17 schools and 
96 participants taking part in the auditions held 
on Saturday, the 3rd of March 2012. Only 
four schools made it through to the finals of 
the drama competition for the upper primary 
students and 10 students from the lower primary.

The day after the auditions, the finalists went through a day of 
learning about theatre and drama. Despite being a Sunday, the 
response was positive. Key components of theatre such as acting, 
directing, casting, script writing and voice projections were touched 
upon in this full day event. Personal coaching was given to improve 

students’ acting skills in preparation for the finals. 
The finals had a crowd of about 200 people. 

Attendees were given the club’s annual magazine 
and a mug as souvenirs. The show went smoothly 
with four young talented children hosting it. The 
event was further elevated with a bharathanatyam 
performance, singing and a tabla-mruthanga duo 
performance, all done effortlessly by children. As 
for the competition, seeing the stage filled with 
students acting out creative scripts in Tamil was 
heart-warming.

In his speech, Professor Lee mentioned 
that this was a successful effort benefitting the 
Tamil students and student teachers involved. 
It ultimately was a memorable and eventful 
experience for the organising committee of 
Chinnanjciru Meadai 2012.

Prof Lee Sing Kong giving the prize to the winner of Lower Primary Role Play Segment from Cantonment Primary School

Admiralty Primary School won the Challenge trophy of CJM 2012

Chinnanjciru Maedai 
     2012

Champions at play

PAULINE PRIYA & MEHRAJ BEGUM Year 2, Diploma in Education, Secretary & Chairperson, Tamil Language Club (TLC)

Organising committee

Magician @ Work
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A 2-day camp for Primary 5 students was 
conducted on 16th & 17th March 2012, from 
9 am to 5 pm at Kampung Ubi Community 

Centre. The camp’s objective was to educate selected 
students on etiquette and politeness within the Malay 
culture. This is in line with the vision and mission of MOE 
in cultivating and developing wholesome individuals. 

The camp was organised by Majlis Bahasa 
Melayu Singapura (MBMS) with the support from 
National Institute of Education (NIE) and National 
Library Board (NLB). The mentors for the camp were 
Prof Hadijah Rahmat, Mdm Roszalina Rawi and Mdm 
Nor Hanisah Saphari, who are faculty members of 
the Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group 
in NIE. More than 20 student teachers from NIE were 
involved as facilitators to the selected students. 

The Guest-of-Honour, Mr Hawazi Daipi, gave a 
speech, touching on the topic of lyrics being used as 

SITTI MAISARAH BINTE ABU BAKAR Year 2, Diploma in Education, Editorial Team-VOICES
Photos by MDM NORIDAH KAMARI

Politeness Is In-trend!

medium to spread values within the community. Also, 
through songs and lyrics, values can be imparted to 
the younger generation.  

“Melayu Kita, Melayukah Kita?” was the slogan 
that was emphasized throughout the camp. It 
questioned participants on the level of Malay culture 
and values that are within them because as selected 
participants, they are seen as representatives to 
their peers. Therefore, they are to be well-informed 
in relaying positive values and etiquette to their 
friends. As such, this 2-day camp was held to propel 
participants in being the leaders of their generation. 

Spicing up the camp, three celebrities – Khairudin 
Saharom, Dr Jazlan Joosoph and Dr Elly Sabrina 
Ismail – were invited to share their experiences with 
the students. It was an interactive and fun session. The 
students learnt a lot through the question and answer 
sessions they had with each celebrity.

The camp ended with performances by the 
participants followed by a prize giving ceremony. 

Facilitators with speakers of the event

Participants placing their 

work on the wall

A poetry recital by NIE trainees on 
Prof Hadijah Rahmat’s Melayu Kita

Group discussion session

A performance by participants 
portraying the values taught 
during the camp

Guest of Honour, Mr Hawazi Daipi, speaking to participants
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Sustainable Development: 
A Better Future for All

The day started pretty early for a weekend as I had to attend 
a seminar. The unique thing about this seminar was that it was 
conducted by the United Nations Association of Singapore 

(UNAS) and the theme was “Sustainable Development and Equity: 
A Better Future for All”. What made me attend this seminar was the 
part on “A Better Future for All”.

The seminar was attended by distinguished speakers, secondary 
school students, teachers, and other guests. Two other NIE students, 
Mehraj Begum from Tamil Language Club (TLC) and Chew Yi Huei 
from Chinese Language Education and Research (C.L.E.A.R) Club, 
joined the seminar. They were passionate about the topic and were 
active participants throughout.

This seminar served as a precursor to the Rio+20 United 
Nations (UN) Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil that will be conducted in June 2012. The objective 
of the seminar was to engage young minds to encourage them to 
seek untried, untested ways to bring change in the world. The talks 
covered topics like world economic growth, the current status of 
policies like The Kyoto Protocol and The Millennium Development 

STEPHEN JOSEPH D CRUZ Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Goals, new ideas like Green Growth, and the challenges faced by 
policy makers and industries. Secondary school students then had 
a chance to present their essays on issues and solutions regarding 
sustainable development. New ideas like Rubanisation and Gross 
Happiness Index were discussed as part of the reformation of 
the current stance and policies nations take towards economic 
growth and development. Students clarified ideas like sustainable 
consumption and development, disarmament, equity, and the 
divide between realistic and idealistic policy makers on the state of 
our environment.

Overall, the seminar provided us with a broader perspective on 
the state of our environment. The urgent need of action on our part 
to ensure the sustainability of our environment for the sake of our 
future generations was the clear message. Each of us can do a part 
and we can start by reducing, recycling, and reusing things, as well 
as being a responsible citizen by throwing rubbish into rubbish bins. 
Hopefully, the UN Conference ‘Rio+20’ will be successful in making 
nations take actions at ensuring the sustainability of our environment 
for a better and a greener future.

NIE student teachers posing with the UN flag



HAIRANI BTE ASRI Year 2, Diploma in Education
Photos by RASHITHA BIBI BTE ABDUL HAMEED
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The Rotary Club of Singapore East 
(RCSE) Education Bursary Fund 2012 
was open to all full-time NIE student 

teachers this year, and it gave us great 
pleasure to announce that three of our 
trainee teachers were successfully selected 
as recipients of this bursary. The award-
giving ceremony was held at Goodwood 
Park Hotel on 2nd June 2012. The bursary 
winners were Maswati Bte Mohamed Nor, 
Rashitha Bibi Bte Abdul Hameed and Tan 
Weisi, Grace. This bursary aims to empower 
teachers to adopt a holistic approach 
towards their personal development as 
educators. Driven by the motto of RCSE 
“Service above Self”, the winners were 
encouraged to share their humbling 
experience whilst doing community service.  

The Rotary Club of 
Singapore East (RCSE) 

Education Bursary Fund 2012
Maswati, a mother of two girls, recalled 

how living with no income for two years 
was challenging and giving tuition was the 
only viable option to make ends meet for 
her family. Her husband was diagnosed 
with having a tumour in his chest and was 
scheduled for a major operation in the 
coming months. However, the obstacles 
that she went through did not stop her 
from contributing back to society. Another 
recipient, Rashitha, an active volunteer 
teacher and mentor with the Singapore 
Indian Association (Sinda), believed that by 
collaborating with RCSE, she would be able 
to change the lives of many. Having made 
a major career switch from radiography to 
teaching, she was determined to make a 
difference to her students and the community. 

RCSE serves as a stepping stone for 
educators to give back to society and 
help those in need. The selfless acts 
of valour portrayed by the recipients 
would serve as examples as they 
hope to further the mission of the 
Rotary Club of service amidst the 
community, whilst changing the 
outlook of service learning amongst 
students. The wide-range of services 
for the community, ranging from 
club, community, vocational and 
international services, demonstrates 
the commitment of the organization 
towards the society, which sets RCSE 
apart from other organizations. 

Rashitha upon receiving her bursary award

The RCSE award recipients. From right, Maswati Bte Mohamed Nor (in green 

headscarf) and Rashitha Bibi Bte Abdul Hameed (in black headscarf)
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In collaboration with NIE Service Learning Club, NIE Travel Club organized a YEP in Yunnan. A total of 
14 NIE students and 2 NTU students participated in this enriching journey. In the pre-expedition phase, 
a team served Chen Su Lan Methodist Children’s Home, engaging youths ranging from the age of 5-12 

years old in sport games and tutoring for a week. The visit prepared the team well for the youth expedition 
project, focusing on engaging our beneficiaries in learning technical skills of soccer, basketball, frisbee and 
volleyball. During weekdays, a sports programme was conducted by the team from 1030am-1230pm, and 
4-6pm. 

Five computers raised by the team were brought to Lu Chong Cun (鲁冲村), Xundian which were utilized 
for conducting computer classes where the students were tasked to type a minimum of 100 words using 
computers. Learning to use the computer was challenging for the students. Nonetheless, a total of 27 words 
were completed over a period of 12 days at the village. The computers were eventually donated to the 
primary school and kindergarten in the village. 

During the stay, the village was experiencing drought. There was a lack of proper facilities to hold 
rainwater or groundwater for domestic usage. The team braved the drought with the villagers by limiting 
water usage, as well as seeking alternate source of water in the region such as the stream nearby. The team 
finally got to bathe on the 8th day after the village experienced a heavy downpour. 

A visit to a farm that had 15 000 chickens offered a memorable egg-picking experience. Also, inspired 
by the visit to a bat cave led by the village kids, the team volunteered to help Cicada Tree Eco-Place, a local 
NGO, with a Bat workshop for students aged 3-11 in Singapore to learn more about local bats, such as the 
cave nectar bat and false vampire bat. 

Overall, YEP Yunnan 2012 was truly a meaningful and unforgettable experience for everyone. 

Lee Kah hong Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education), Vice-Chairperson, NIE Travel Club
Photos by Lee Wan XIn Year 3, BSc and LIm hoW Chong, John Year 2, BSc

YEP Yunnan 2012

Distribution of stationery donated by NIE
At the Departure Hall in Singapore

Presentation on Bats in Singapore after the trip to Yunnan

Computer class

Teaching volleyball

Constructing a 
volleyball stand
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Have a Feel 
of Europe! The majestic Eiffel Tower

Participants with new found friends

Joab ng Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Secretary, NIE Travel Club

Were you so busy preparing for examinations you had 
no time to plan your holidays? Well, the NIE Travel 
Club always has a place in mind for your next holiday 

destination! During the semester break in May, we organised an 
11 Day “Experience Europe” trip to London and Paris, while the 
23 Day “Discover Europe” trip traversed six countries - England, 
Scotland, Denmark, The Netherlands, Belgium, and France!

While some of you in Singapore were watching The Avengers, 
we had our own “action-packed” holiday in Europe filled with fun 
and education. In London, we had the opportunity to meet teachers 
who shared their abundant teaching experience. The sharing 
session made us realise that teachers around the world face the 
same problem - unmotivated students.

In Copenhagen, we met students from Sweden and Denmark, 
and discussed the similarities and differences between our 
education systems. The most important lesson after the discussion? 
The grass is not always greener on the other side! We also 
shared our diverse culture and many of the foreign students were 
interested to see it for themselves! 

We also visited historical landmarks in all the countries. The 

experience was eye-opening and equipped us with life experiences 
we can readily share with our students in future.

We visited so many attractions that we decided to list the one 
thing you must do in each of the six countries. In London, the Harry 
Potter Studios Tour is a must-go, even if you’re not a Harry Potter 
fan! Be fascinated by every artefact and always have your camera 
ready! For Edinburgh, shop for souvenirs around the magical streets 
of the Edinburgh Old Town. In the evening, make a trip to Holyrood 
Park for a breath-taking view of Edinburgh, ending the day with a 
beautiful sunset. In Copenhagen, take the river cruise which brings 
you through major canals and rivers to landmarks in the city, such 
as the famous “Little Mermaid” statue. The Anne Frank museum in 
Amsterdam, the hiding place where Anne Frank wrote her diary 
during World War Two, will teach you unexpected life lessons. 
In Bruges, shop for chocolates near the streets of Market Square 
where you will be spoiled for choice! For Paris, we could not 
choose between visiting the Eiffel Tower or The Louvre at night, so 
include both in your itinerary! 

The Europe trip was a great educational tour! Do consider 
joining the NIE Travel Club for our next trip! 
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split into two groups to design their games 
individually before choosing the best 
game for their group. As Colin pointed out, 
“Designing a game is one thing; having 
a game that actually works without fail is 
another”. The final part of the workshop 
put the two best games to the test. 

According to Colin, playtesting is a 
crucial part of games design as it exposes 
the weaknesses of the design and gathers 
important feedback for improvements. 
Although far from perfect, participants 
had fun trying out these newly designed 
games and giving valuable feedback for 
improvement.  

“I like creating board games that are 
applicable and relevant to my career. 
Besides, it is also fun,” said an enthusiastic 
participant. Others agreed that practical 
workshops like this should be organized 
more often, reiterating that what they have 
learnt was relevant and applicable not 
only at present but in the future when they 
become full-fledged teachers. 

Regretting your decision for not joining 
this workshop? No worries! Stay tuned for 
the next workshop by Club Jeux! For the 
latest updates, simply search ‘NIE Club 
Jeux’ on Facebook and ‘Like’ the fan page!
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Club Jeux Games Design Workshop
2012

Do you want to incorporate more 
fun into your classrooms but do not 
know how to do so? Do you want 

to create your own board games but do 
not know how to do it?  For seven student 
teachers who participated in Club Jeux’s 
Games Design Workshop, they have gotten 
more than what they had bargained for.

The one-day Games Design Workshop 
organised on February 27th by Club Jeux 
provided participants with an avenue to be 
exposed to modern game systems, learn 
to apply existing games in their classrooms 
and importantly, to improvise on these 
games and create new ones. Facilitated 
by an experienced games master, Colin 
Lim, who has been involved in the games 
industry since 2000, participants were 
given an introduction to games before a 
games marathon involving Dixit Odyssey, 
Tricky Trek and Carcassonne. During the 
2-hour marathon, participants played and 
learned the game system of each game, 
as well as how to use these games for 
teaching and learning.

Later in the afternoon, Colin shared his 
invaluable experience on games design. 
To make the content of the workshop more 
practical than theoretical, participants were 

Jeremy Lim Ching Sen Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education), Logistics Officer, Club Jeux
Photos by LeomunD Teh Kai Sheng Year 3, BSc

Student teachers playing the games they createdMr. Colin Lim instructing game mechanics

NIE Wellness Centre
The NIE Wellness Centre provides psychological and counseling services to 
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological University 
students and to the general public offering affordable psychological services and 
counseling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the centre at this number 6790 3318.

http://www.ps.nie.edu.sg/WELLNESS.htm

The NIE Wellness Centre operating hours :

9am to 5pm (Mon - Fri)

5pm to 9pm (Mon - Thurs upon request)

The NIE Wellness Centre is located in 

the basement of the Education Building 

(Block 2) at the National Institute or Education.
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