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Ed itor ’ s Commentary

Director ’ s M essage
Dear Student Teachers,

A very warm welcome back to a new 
Semester and for our PGDE (Jan) intake 
students, a very warm welcome to NIE! 

In the 21st Century teaching and learning 
landscape, it is no longer sufficient just 
to acquire academic knowledge, more 

so, as future teachers, we need to help you to hone 21st century 
competencies so that you can later on help nurture your students 
to become concerned citizens, active contributors, collaborative 
persons and self-directed learners. For this reason, I urge you all 
to participate fully in our many student development programmes 
- such as the Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) 
programmes, The Meranti Project, study trips to overseas 
institutions, education conferences, and upcoming international 
service-learning projects. I believe that these programmes will help 
you to build multicultural awareness. 

Additionally, I strongly encourage you to engage actively in our 

15 student-led clubs. These clubs serve to connect you with one 
another, hone your leadership skills and help you to build lasting 
friendships and strong bonds within the teaching fraternity.  At 
the same time, your social-emotional competencies and character 
will be further developed. 

In line with the Ministry of Education’s unequivocal focus on a 
values-driven, student-centric education, you, our student teachers, 
are at the core of all that we do. For this reason, we hope that 
you will have a meaningful learning journey whilst you are at 
NIE and to emerge as thinking teachers, strong in educational 
foundation and philosophy, steeped in values and ready to try out 
the pedagogical tools in your classrooms. For those who will be 
posted out for practicum later this Semester, I wish you the 
very best as you attempt to link the theory gleaned at NIE to 
practice, out there in the authentic settings of the classrooms in 
our Singapore schools! Enjoy the Semester ahead!

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Dear readers,

I warmly welcome you back to school. How 
did you spend your holiday? I hope you had 
a great time. My break was a fruitful one 
because I managed to catch up with a couple 
of friends whom I haven’t seen in ages and 

the rest of the time was well spent with my family. 

Anyhow, I am glad you are on this page. When it comes to 
finding out what happened in NIE in the last semester, VOICES 
can be your trusted friend for the news. 

This brand new year and semester mark the start of committing 
to a brand new set of resolutions for me. One of which is 
to spend time productively by participating in more personal 
development activities. Last semester, we saw many students 
signed up for the different kinds of personal development 
workshops at the annual Learning Festival. Some were inspired to 
learn how to cook like Gordon Ramsay at the Carnival-themed 
cooking workshop while some showed off their slick moves as 

they grooved to Psy’s Gangnam Style at the dance workshop. 

This semester, the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) will be organising 
Fiesta La Vida, a carnival held in NIE on Mar 27. You can expect 
a galore of delectable food (free-of-charge!), goodie bags, the sale 
of your favourite designed NIE t-shirts that you voted for, and a 
weeklong bazaar from Mar 27 to Mar 29. Since the mission of 
TTC aims to serve, provide, and unite, we hope this event will be 
fun and beneficial to the students. Please lend us your support. 

Before I end off, I want to share with you a meaningful quote by 
George Lucas that I chanced upon the Internet: “Everybody has 
talent; it’s just a matter of moving around until you’ve discovered 
what it is.” Find your potential within and dare to explore  
it this semester. 

Best regards,
Raquel Yeo
Editor-in-Chief 
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)

 



T he National Institute of Education 
(NIE) held its annual Club Award 
and Passion Award ceremony on 

Sep 5, 2012.
       The Club Award recognises the top 
three clubs that have contributed significantly 
to the campus life of student teachers and/
or contributed to NIE in terms of promoting 
the brand name of the campus and have 
undertaken projects to serve the institute 
community.

 The Passion Award commends 
12 graduands for their perseverance, 
dedication, and invaluable service to the 
NIE community.

 Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of 
NIE, together with the other professors, staff 
and student teachers, graced the event.

 The award ceremony started off with a 
valuable speech by Professor Lee.

 He emphasised the importance of 
possessing leadership qualities in NIE, 
which would help to mould a student 
teacher to become an impactful individual 
who can inspire his or her students to 
participate in activities.

 Professor Lee said: “A vibrant campus, 
particularly a teacher education institute, 
must be led by trainee teachers and for 
trainee teachers, so that through the process, 
you come out a better teacher, and that is 
our philosophy.”

NIE Club Award and Passion Award

 He related this philosophy to his 
experience as a leader when he was in the 
university.

 Advocating every student to take up a 
leadership position, he also spoke about his 
willingness to set aside resources to support 
club activities.

 “When I participated and filled 
leadership positions and provided guidance 
in student activities, I gained. Of course, 
those who were involved in my activities 
gained too, but I gained more because I 
learnt how to be a leader … I want to look 
at student leaders to see how opportunities 
can be provided for them to develop into 
better leaders, and come back to lead 
other student leaders to move ahead.” Said 
Professor Lee.

 After the awards presentation, there 
was a hip-hop dance performance by 
the animated group of dancers from 
DanceFuzion, who won the NIE Club Gold 
Award again this year.

 The ceremony ended on a good note 
with a tea session where all students and 
staff gathered for a time of fellowship. 

Congratulations to all prizewinners!

Yeo Ting Hui Raquel
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Publications Officer, 
Trainee Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)

1. Gold award with S$500 cash - 
DanceFuzion

2. Silver award with S$300 cash - Bachelor 
of Arts Club

3. Bronze awards with S$200 cash - 
Bachelor of Science Club

Winners of Passion Award 
(in no particular order of merit):

1. Chong Ming Liang Christopher 
(DanceFuzion)

2. Chow En Xian Alvin (DanceFuzion)
3. Loh Wei Qi (CLEAR Club)
4. Lam Yen Fong Jasmine (DanceFuzion)
5. Petrina Raymond (Trainee Teachers’ Club)
6. Chen Ai (CLEAR Club)
7. Ng Pei Yun Melissa (DanceFuzion)
8. Mostapha Bin Rahj Kamal (NIE Travel Club)
9. Chen Shuyi Sharon (Trainee Teachers’ Club)
10. Christina Chiang Sou Wen (DanceFuzion)
11. Yew Yishan Sam (Bachelor of Science Club)
12. Nurhazimah Binti Abdul Halim (Malay 

Language & Cultural Society)

Winning clubs of NIE Club 
Award:
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The VIPs gracing the 

award ceremony. 
Prizewinners and guests posing for a group picture.

Prof Lee Sing Kong giving an opening speech. 

Vice President 
(Support) Perdana 
Putra emceeing 
for the award 
ceremony.

Dancers from DanceFuzion 

performing for the audience.
Club leaders posing for a picture.

Former Chairperson of DanceFuzion Ong Mei Ling receiving an award from Prof Lee Sing Kong.
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During the first week of the first semester of the 2012  
- 2013 academic year, the Service Learning Club 
(SLC) organised an anti-bullying campaign to raise 

awareness about bullying, which has become an issue of 
concern for most teachers over the recent years.

Bullying among students is a prominent issue in 
schools and certainly one that we, as future teachers, 
might encounter. Hence, we embarked on this effort 
to raise awareness about this issue and to encourage 
student teachers not to turn a blind eye to bullying when 
they enter the profession.

During this event, student teachers were 
encouraged to pose and take pictures with our 
handmade photo frames with taglines such as “I will 
stop bullying” and “Bullying is not cool” to pledge their 
support for our anti-bullying cause.

A message board was also created to allow student 
teachers to write short messages against the act of 
bullying.

Lastly, bookmarks containing tips on how to prevent 
bullying in classrooms and a verbal commitment to stop 
bullying were given out to all.

With over 150 photos taken by the end of the week, 
we believe the message of creating and ensuring a 
bully-free environment in schools has indeed reached a 
minority of the student population in the National Institute 
of Education (NIE).

As part of our continuing efforts in spreading 
the message and raising awareness among the NIE 
community, a Facebook Page has been set up (“Let’s Beat 
Bullying”). Articles on real life stories and experiences of 
bullying are continually being shared.

The page also contains tips on how we, as future 
teachers, can identify and help our students who may 
be bullied by their peers. Through this portal, we hope 
to create a platform for such sharing and takeaways for 
teachers even after they have graduated from NIE. 

We hope that student teachers will take a strong stand 
against bullying and make efforts to help both the victims 
and the bullies.

Do like our page at http://www.facebook.com/
letsbeatbullying and share your thoughts on bullying with us.
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Nivaashini D/O Chandra Segar
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Treasurer, Service Learning Club

Students advocating anti-bullying. 

Students advocating anti-bullying. 
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Students advocating anti-bullying. 

Anti-Bullying Campaign



Happy Hour 2012, a bi-annual exam welfare event 
organised by the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), 
was held outside the link way between LT 7 and 

LT 8 on Oct 24 last year.
The event was held with the aim to provide exam 

welfare in the form of goodie bags laded chockfull with 
exciting vouchers, goodies and snacks, free popcorn 
and candyfloss.

 In conjunction with the exam welfare event, the 
National Institute of Education (NIE) T-Shirt design 
competition was organised, where students sent in their 
entries prior to Happy Hour. Out of the numerous entries, 
five T-Shirt designs were shortlisted. Students who attended 
the event were asked to vote for their favourite NIE T-Shirt.

 The event was slotted to start at 10.30am, but long 
queues were seen snaking all the way to the entrance of 
Block 2 from as early as 10am. The students caught whiff 
of the numerous exciting goodies sponsored by renowned 
companies such as Crocs, Pokka, Tong Garden, Lakerol 
and many more, through various publicity avenues like 
Facebook, posters or word-of-mouth advertising. 

Once the student teachers received their goodie 
bags, many gasps of delight were heard, especially 
from the early-comers, who were given extra bottles of 

Happy Hour 2012

Ng Jia Jun Justin
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

President, Trainee Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)

Skippy Peanut Butters, crackers, examination pads 
and many more. 

The goodie bags were in such a great demand that 
they were all given out by 11.30am, and sadly, TTC 
members had to turn down a few disappointed student 
teachers who queued but were unable to get a bag.

 The success and rave reviews that TTC received 
for Happy Hour 2012 reassured our members that 
all their hard work and dedication that they had 
put in prior to the event, even in the midst of all the 
assignments and deadlines that they had to juggle 
with, were not spent in vain. 

This event would not have been possible without our 
proud sponsors and the efforts of our excellent business 
managers Teo Xiu Wen and Tang Yoke Teng.

 Stay tuned and look out for the next exam welfare 
event in the upcoming months. We do hope to pack 
more goodie bags for you.
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Goodie bags packed by 22nd TTC EXCO and sub-committee members.

Students posing with their goodie bags.

Students posing with their goodie bags.

22nd TTC President Justin Ng 
posing for a picture with the 
goodie bags and lecture pads.

22nd TTC EXCO members organising 
the flow of the giveaway.
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22nd TTC EXCO members posing for a picture 
after working hard for the event.
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ELL Club Fair 
Boggle Competition

Lau Li Ling Krystle
Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Chairperson, English Language and Literature Club

C lub Jeux threw a fun event that 
was held at the upper level of the 
canteen. Club members rushed 

from their lessons to set up the venue 
whilst curious onlookers wondered what 
was going on. Finally, a poster was 
put up to declare the start of the grand 
Saboteur competition.

 Soon, enthusiastic participants were 

The National Institute of Education 
(NIE) held the annual Club Fair that 
occurred in the first week of the new 

academic year from Aug 13 – 17, 2012.
The English Language and Literature 

(ELL) Club invited freshmen who were 
walking around the booths and enquiring 
about the different clubs to play a game of 
Boggle. 

This allowed all participants to win a 
consolation prize. Many freshmen who 
enthusiastically played Boggle at our booth 
walked away with a notebook and a bag 
each. Both items were sponsored by the 
Speak Good English Movement (SGEM).

Over the week, the points of all the 
participants were totalled up and 
three top scorers emerged. The top 
two scorers received a pair of Golden 
Village movie tickets each, while the 
second runner-up walked away with an 

streaming in to participate in the game. 
They pretended to be dwarves, armed with 
pickaxes, lamps, and carts, digging their 
ways through tunnels to find a tiny glint of 
gold, yearning after the promise of riches 
beyond our wildest imaginations. 

Despite the backbreaking work, the 
dwarves were not left in peace. Deep 
undercover were those possessed by malice 

– the saboteurs constantly undermined the 
dwarves’ efforts for the gold at the end of 
their rainbow, or in this case, dirt. 

One could never be sure of whom to 
trust. Sometimes, the saboteurs won, but 
whenever the pure-hearted dwarves found 
the gold they so longed for the enjoyment 
was great. 

Time can zip past quickly amidst all the 
fun one can have during the game and it 
can crawl while one think of his or her next 
move. After all, strategizing can take up 
quite a bit of time. It all ended in good fun.

 Some participants also joined us 
in another game called Bang! It was 
the game that participants were most 
interested to try out next.

Though there is much to do, and so 
little time in life, it is amazing how a little 
play and fun can soothe and connect 
people together.

Michelle Jane Lee
Year 1, PGDE (Education)

Secretary, Club Jeux

Saboteur Competition

ELL Club 
banner 
hanging 
proudly 
above the 
club’s booth. 

ELL Club members Mariam, Michael and 
Ramadhan eagerly waiting for freshmen to play 
Boggle at the club’s booth. 

ELL Club Chairperson Krystle (left) and Vice-
Chairperson Jasvir (right) taking a picture with 
the first Boggle competitor for the week.
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8GB Sony Thumbdrive. 
It was impressive that all three of our top 

scorers managed to accumulate more than  
40 points within the three minute time limit.

Throughout the week, our friendly ELL 
club members were on duty at our allocated 
ELL club booth to answer all of the queries 
that the freshmen had about our club.

Playing Boggle and winning attractive 

prizes certainly contributed to the exciting 
atmosphere during the Club Fair. ELL club 
wishes all students a fruitful academic 
journey in NIE.

Gamers in the midst of 
“sabotaging” and being 
“sabotaged”. 

One of the gamers showing a 
sneak peak of her card.

Besides Saboteur, participants and 
spectators alike get to have a taste 
of “Bang!”, one of the most highly 
rated games in Club Jeux.
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The National Institute of Education 
(NIE) Director’s Race is NIE’s signature 
fund-raising charity run, where the 

NIE and Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU) communities, including staff, student 
teachers, alumni and students from various 
secondary schools, raise funds for an 
adopted charitable organisation.

On Oct 12, 2012, NIE collaborated with 
Arc Children’s Centre to host its fifth Director’s 
Race in aid of NIE’s adopted beneficiary.

The race aimed to raise funds that 
will go towards Arc’s education and 
development programmes for children with 
life-threatening illnesses.

There were two events planned for 
that day: Director’s Fun Run (2.4km - 
Individual) and Director’s Relay (2.4km x 

Run for a good cause
six members per team).

The Director’s Fun Run started at 4 pm 
and had a total participation of 47 teams 
of six. Despite the light drizzle, many 
participants still took part in the event. 
A/P Vilma D’Rozario, Sub-Dean of Student 
Development, was interviewed. When 
asked about her opinion of the Director’s 
Fun Run, A/P D’Rozario shared with us 
that it was a good exercise with fellow 
colleagues.

After the Director’s Race, performances 
by NTU and NIE Clubs were held in LT 1. 
The Guest of Honour, Ms Adrienne Tan, 
who is the Director of Arc Children’s Centre, 
graced the event. 

During the presentation, it was 
announced that a total of S$52,128 was 

raised for this charity event. Following that, 
participants were ushered to the refreshment 
area to replenish their energy for the 
Director’s Relay.

The Director’s Relay was postponed to 
a later timing due to the heavy rain. The 
rain did not subside and the event was 
cancelled eventually.
 

 
 

Isabel Tay Rui Shan
Year 1, Diploma in Education

Assistant Honorary General Secretary, Trainee 
Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)

 
Yeo Ting Hui Raquel

Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club 

(22nd EXCO)

Participant of the Director’s Race. 

Enthusiastic participants of the Director’s Race.

Taekwondo demonstration by NTU students. Silat performance by NTU students.

Participants of the Director’s Relay.

Malay dancers performing for the audience.
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DanceFuzion (DF) held its bi-annual 
showcase on Aug 14, 2012 at the 
Lee Kong Chian Lecture Theatre.

The showcase titled Recess Alter Ego: 
Metamorphosis depicted the growth that the 
club has achieved since the inception of the 
first Recess Alter Ego in 2010, which was 
the DF’s first public showcase.

A total of six items were put up by DF 
members with guest performances from 
MDIS’ sMash.DIS and beat-boxer Cheng Yi.

Two of our very own members, Anthea 
and Matthew, performed a duet of I’m 
Glad You Came and Payphone. The 
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Recess Alter Ego: M etamorphosis

dance routines were choreographed by an 
instructor, Choon Hui, and an alumnus of 
DF. Also, there were four current members 
who demonstrated other talents, such as 
choreography and singing.

The six months of planning and 
preparation culminated in a breath-taking 
display of dance techniques – from the 
sharp, powerful movements of hip-hop to the 
sexy, sultry accents of girl style.

The dancers definitely did not 
disappoint the audience. They put on their 
game faces and gave the audience a night 
to remember. The DF members had an 

Khairulnizam
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Vice-Chairperson, DanceFuzion

awesome time on stage.
DanceFuzion would like to thank all 

those who made the night possible with 
special mention to the Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
Club, Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club, and 
Marcus, who was the photographer and 
videographer for the showcase.

Girl power at its finest. 

Hip-hop dancers grooving to the beat.

One of the many briefings during the 
showcase preparation.

Dancers putting 
on make-up on the 
show day. Ph
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The National Institute of Education 
(NIE) hopes to organise a series of 
inspirational talks, Let’s Connect, by 

prominent speakers from different industries 
to address the student teachers.

 The former director of NIE, Professor 
Leo Tan, was invited to speak at the 
inaugural session of Let’s Connect held on 
Oct 17 last year.

 The talk revolved around the topic: 
“In living your passion, you will find your 
purpose”, which aimed to inspire student 
teachers to pursue their dreams.

 As student teachers are constantly 
acquiring content knowledge in order to be 
well prepared when they impart knowledge to 
their students, Professor Tan begged to differ.

 “Content knowledge is important, but as 
you know, it always changes with time, gets 
obsolete, and you will have to relearn,” said 
Professor Tan.

 “What is important is that your 
personal belief in what you are doing, your 
commitment, dedication, persistence and 
resilience, does not go away.”

 During the talk, Professor Tan shared 
about his dreams and passion with the 
audience.

 “What is my passion? Science, because I 
grew up with nature,” he said.

 However, he said that circumstances may 
deny one the opportunity to pursue what he 
or she yearns to do. He related this to his first 
passion - to become a marine biologist.

 Today, Professor Tan is the Special 

Let’s Connect
Projects Director of the Faculty of Science at 
the National University of Singapore (NUS). 
He has fulfilled one of his dreams. He has 
successfully championed the restoration of 
the 160-year-old Raffles Museum Natural 
History Collection.

“I thought that one day the Raffles 
Collection must regain a rightful place in 
our heritage, culture and education. I could 
do nothing at that time. But I’m glad that 40 
years later, we are going to live that dream.”

 The museum, slated to open in 2014, 
will house three of the largest dinosaur 
skeletons (diplodocid sauropods), believed 
to be the most complete and articulated 
fossils discovered in the past century. That 
morning, the audience was in for a treat as 
they witnessed the presence of two authentic 
dinosaur fossils that were displayed onstage.

 The talk ended with a valuable message 
for all educators: “What is your dream? What 
is your passion? That is something that we 
have to examine by ourselves. Nobody can 
make that final decision for us, but always 
remember this: You are the best. You are the 
teacher. You are the mentor. Therefore, your 
students will always look up to you if you allow 
them to and never break that bond because 
that is the best way to move forward.”

Yeo Ting Hui Raquel
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club 
(22nd EXCO) 

One of the two authentic 
dinosaur fossils that were 
displayed onstage.

The audience getting up close with 
the fossil display.

Prof Lee and Prof Tan posing for a picture 
after the talk.

The audience getting 
up close with the 
fossil display. 

The audience getting up close with the fossil display. 
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22nd Trainee Teachers’ Club

Ng Jia Jun Justin
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

President, Trainee Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)

O n Sep 17, 2012, the 22nd 
Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) 
Executive Committee was 

inaugurated into office at the 22nd Trainee 
Teachers’ Club Investiture 2012.

At the ceremony, 15 student teachers 
of the National Institute of Education (NIE), 
who had undergone rigorous interviews and 
voting selections, took the oath to serve the 
student population and the NIE community. 

Of these 15 student teachers, six were 
from the 21st TTC Executive Committee, 
underlining the dedication of the club to 
ensure continuity and a clear direction of the 
academic year ahead.

The ceremony was honoured by the 
presence of Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director 
of NIE, who took time off his busy schedule 
to attend the event, together with Sub-Deans, 
lecturers, staff from the Office of Teacher 
Education and other esteemed guests, 
including close to 30 student teachers. 

At the ceremony, the Director gave an 
invigorating and enlightening speech about 
the importance of being righteous and 
disciplined student teachers who are primed 
to educate and inspire the next generation 
of students. 

Investiture 2012
At the same time, he emphasized 

the importance of good conduct and 
praised the work of the 21st TTC Executive 
Committee in serving the institute.

The event also served to recognise the 
hard work put in by the 21st TTC Executive 
Committee and Sub-Committee, by inviting 
Professor Lee to personally hand out 
certificates to the 21st TTC members. 

Outgoing 21st TTC President Chua Jing 
Kai shared his experiences over the past 
year and urged the 22nd TTC Executive 
Committee to continue the hard work. 

The incoming 22nd TTC President Ng 
Jia Jun Justin pledged that the 22nd will 
do their utmost best to better the welfare 
of student teachers in NIE and serve the 
academia with dedication and honour.

The end of the event concluded with 
dinner and refreshments served to all guests 
at the lobby. That day marked the start of an 
exciting journey for the 22nd TTC Executive 
Committee in their pursuit to serve, to 
provide, and to unite.

21st and 22nd TTC ExCo members with Director and staff of NIE.22nd TTC ExCo members taking the oath.

Scrolls awarded to 22nd TTC ExCo members.

22nd TTC ExCo President Justin Ng 
giving his speech.
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Kok Rui Jie
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Treasurer, C.L.E.A.R Club
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好聚好散 (Hǎo jù hǎo sàn) is a 
Mandarin saying to mean that 
we can have fun while working 

together and even when we part, we part 
on good terms. Living true to this saying, we 
kicked off the academic year of 2012/2013 
with the C.L.E.A.R Club Investiture.

The event started with a memorable 
video made by the 11th Executive 
Committee and the voices of Professor Shao 
Hong Liang – our club advisor, Toh Ling 
Juan – the President of the 10th Executive 
Committee and Li Mei Juan – the President 
of the 11th Executive Committee filled the 
room as they gave their speech.

Our club advisor, Madam Lim Xiu Ling, 
surprised everyone with her rendition of  

C.L.E.A.R Club
相聚(Xiāng jù). The lyrics brought out the whole 
importance of the event. She sang the song with 
passion and grace while playing the guitar.

Another song, 少年(Shào nián), was 
performed by the members of the 11th 
Executive Committee. One of the talented 
members, Siao Tong, strummed her guitar 
while the rest sang with their hearts. 
Though there were some minor flaws,  
it did not lessen the joyous atmosphere.  
The audience was touched and they started 
to sing along with the performers.

 The whole event ended with a savoury 
buffet. On a closing note,  
the event was a success and the 10th 
Executive Committee was satisfied with  
the performances. 

To appreciate the outgoing committee’s 
efforts to the club, they were presented 
with souvenirs. The members of the 11th 
Executive Committee were also presented 
with the certificates denoting their positions 
in the club.  

 Representing C.L.E.A.R club,  
we appreciate the contributions made  
by the 10th Executive Committee and  
we wish them all the best for their  
future endeavours.

Investiture 2012

C.L.E.A.R Club members and guests posing for a picture.
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The Physical Education Sports and 
Science (PESS) Freshmen Orientation 
Camp (FOC) was carried out on  

Aug 10 – 11, 2012; introducing freshmen 
to the active and sport-centric life at  
PESS through various fun-filled and 
competitive activities. 

The theme of the camp was “Survivor 
+ Olympics”. It was truly brought life to 
the camp as the participants played hard 
and swift through it all. They maintained a 
professional spirit of sportsmanship whilst 
forging new friendships and strong bonds 
even across different teams.

Mr Ken Peh kicked off the camp by 
introducing campers to members of the 
PESS faculty whilst briefing them about 
the camp. Ice-breakers soon followed 
after, with many campers getting actively 
involved in the various mini-games. 

An Amazing Race was held a while 
later, which was followed by activities 
such as dragon-boating, bouldering and 
abseiling to provide a new experience 
for many participants. Traditional games 
like chapteh, pick-up sticks and five 
stones were also organised, which stirred 
nostalgia in many.

The second day of camp saw 
competitive and modified games being held. 
The teams fought hard and gave it their all 
whilst thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

The camp ended with a Talent-Nite 
dance-off, with each team showcasing 
their respective dances. In a bid to 
capture the international spirit of the 
Olympics, the teams had to learn dances 
from various countries around the world.

The Orientation Group Leaders 
(OGLs), who were all PESS seniors by 
the way, were fantastic guides to the 
freshmen. They carried forward the 
spirit of the Games extremely well, 
displaying sportsmanship and enthusiasm 
in each activity while demonstrating 
commendable camaraderie.

The camp was a success. Both the 
participants and OGLs enjoyed themselves 
while achieving the camp objectives of 
fostering unity and imbuing sportsmanship 
amongst the PESS freshmen.

Ang Puay Khoon
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Publicity Manager, Physical Education 
Sports and Science Club

Physical Education Sports &  
Science Freshmen Orientation Camp

Students building friendships and team spirit.

Team Fortius.

Students doing dragon-boating.

Photo courtesy of Tan Yi Xiu and Erica Reyes Rodriguez
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By the time you leave the National 
Institute of Education (NIE), night 
cycling will no longer be a foreign 

idea. You may have had heard of it in 
passing, participated in one, or even 
organised one.

 Insomniac 2012 is unlike your usual 
night cycling with a small group of friends. 
Apart from the typical food hunts around 
this little island on your bikes, this event 
serves to construct a sense of community 
within NIE. Camaraderie is built as we work 
towards achieving a common goal together, 
which is exactly what we hope to promote 
to the NIE community through this event.

 This year, we explored different routes 
from that of the past, which included 
several food places like Block 85 Bedok 
Food Centre (famed for their Bar Chor 
Mee) and four rest stops. The whole 

Ler Kai Ming Gavin
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Publicity Head, Bachelor of Science Club

journey was a smooth one, except when 
we came across a patchy area of small 
hills and a long uphill battle near Tampines.

By the time we reached Block 
85 Bedok Food Centre, we were all 
famished. A decent supper was a must. 
Although the variety of food was limited, 
the quality certainly made up for it.

 Good company, good food, and 
exercise are not Insomnia’s only good 
points. The main takeaway is the new 
friendships built within one night’s journey 
and the experience of having accomplished 
a feat of sorts alongside them.

INSOMNIAC ’12 – 
Ride of the year

Participants posing for a picture.

Participants posing for a picture.

Participants posing with their goodie bags at the 
end of the ride.
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H igh energy, extravagant costumes, 
and the brightest of colours set the 
festive mood of Deepavali 2012. 

The annual cultural show was hosted 
by the Tamil Unit of Asian Language  
and Cultural Group. This year, the 
celebrations were held on the morning 
of October 10, 2012 at the National 
Institute of Education (NIE).

Deepavali is a festival that is 
celebrated by Hindus around the world. 
Commonly known as the “Festival of 
Lights”, it is regarded as one of the most 
important festivals of the Hindu calendar.  
It is celebrated across the nation with 
great pomp through the lighting of lamps 
and candles, and even fireworks.

Hindus often hang flowers and mango 
leaves on their doors and windows  
and create rangoli patterns to adorn  
their doorsteps. All this is done in 
preparation to invite Lakshmi, the goddess 
of wealth and prosperity, into the home 
for blessings. 

On the day itself, they decorate 
their homes with clay lamps where the 
use of lights is made to symbolise the 
diminishment of ignorance and the 
triumph of good over evil.

This year, the Tamil unit came together 
and filled LT 4 with colours and tradition 
using intricate decorations, from flowers 
to rangoli, to bring in the festivity.

The event was graced by the Guest of 
Honour, Dr Chew Lee Chin, Sub-Dean of 
Higher Degree Programmes, who made 
a grand entrance accompanied by the 
Bathrakaali Urumi Melam group into  
the venue.

The audience were entertained 
with a traditional Veena performance, 
some peppy dance numbers, a video 
presentation, and poetry recital. 

The finale was a medley of four  
songs during which students walked  
down the aisles of the lecture theatre  
with lighted clay lamps in hand. This  
was a meaningful conclusion to the  
Deepavali celebrations.

Later, the guests were treated to 
some authentic Indian cuisine featuring 
a spread of both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian dishes to indulge in as they 
mingled after the show. Deepavali  
2012 proved itself to be a successful 
event indeed.

Nazreen Begam Binte Shahul Hameed
Year 1, Diploma in Education (Tamil)
Vice-secretary, Tamil Language Club

Festival of Lights
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Year 1 student Nirija filling the theatre with sweet 
music by playing the traditional Indian instrument 
of Veenai. 

Year one dancers posing after an energetic and lively dance.
Unique and elaborate rangoli design drawn at the 
entrance of the lecture theatre as a belief to bring 
good luck. 

Lighting of the lamp and kick-starting the 
show auspiciously.

Air thumped with the loud urumi music as our 
GOH made her way to the lecture theatre.

Year 1 and Year 2 students holding the clay lamps 
as they came to the end of the Deepavali show.
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Chen Yiwen
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Head of Event Committee (Mid-Autumn Festival)
Chinese Language Education and Research Club

Musfirah Mujtaba
Year 3, NTU Accountancy

Chairperson, Malay Language and Cultural Society

The full moon was like a beautiful pearl 
shining up high in the sky. It was in 
the evening of Sep 28, 2012 that the 

members of C.L.E.A.R Club came together 
with more than 200 professors and students 
of different races from the National Institute 
of Education (NIE) to celebrate the annual 
Mid-Autumn Festival.

Unlike celebrations of previous years, we 
incorporated SHINE Singing Competition to 
mark the start of this year’s celebration. 

The seven finalists had come far to 
showcase their talents. All of them awed the 
audience with their brilliant performances. 
The audience had a hard time deciding who 
they should cast their votes for.

In addition, local producer and songwriter 
Acid Pang, Head of Visual and Performing 
Arts Academic Group, Associate Professor 
Chia Wei Khuan, and SHINE 2011 Singing 
Competition overall champion Cheryl Choy, 
were also invited to grace this event. 

Idola Raya or “Raya Idol” is an annual 
concert, featuring a singing competition held 
in the National Institute of Education (NIE) 

to celebrate the spirit of Hari Raya among the 
students on campus on Sep 5, 2012. 

There could be only one winner and 
second-year student from the Diploma of 
Education (Chinese), Grace Low, emerged 
as the champion of our SHINE Singing 
Competition this year.

Besides, in the aim of uniting NIE 
students and teachers, C.L.E.A.R Club 
specially invited students from the Malay 
Language course and an Indian Professor to 
go on stage for the Malay and Indian poem 
recitations called Laksana Bulan Dipagar 
Bintang and Revolution Poet respectively. 
Those invited were Mr Sadli, Miss Nadzirah 
and Professor Sivakumaran Ramalingam.

Adding on to that, the teachers from the 
Asian Language Centre put up a cappella 
performance based on the traditional folk 
song called 小白船 (Xiǎo bái chuan) which 
means “little white boat”.  

It was a very heartwarming scene to 
see professors and students putting in their 
effort for this event. Some of the professors 
even brought their family members along to 
participate in this celebration.  

The Mid-Autumn celebration did not 
end with the singing competition and 
performances.  The audience was also 
invited to participate in the carnival booths 
set up at the Student Hub after they were 
treated with a sumptuous spread of buffet. 
The carnival booths consisted of traditional 
Mid-Autumn Festival games like riddles, 
lantern parade, pickup sticks, and five stones.
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Mid-Autumn Festival & SHINE Singing Competition

Idola Raya

Skit put up by Year 1 BA Chinese students of 
C.L.E.A.R Club.

The first runner-up, a duet couple, Nur Yanty 
Jumali and Muhd Sadli.
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Not forgetting the traditional food that 
we usually eat on this festive occasion, 
mooncakes, C.L.E.A.R Club members 
organised a snow-skin mooncake-making 
session for their fellow teachers and peers. 

The participants also had a tea 
appreciation session which wove them into 
the history and culture of China with the 
subtle taste of the tea and the heartwarming 
ambience at the Student Hub.

The night ended with warm candle 
lights flickering around the NIE campus as 
staff and students made their way home 
reluctantly with their lanterns in their hands.

One of the most important holidays 
in the Chinese culture is the Mid-Autumn 
Festival. It is definitely a time to gather with 
family and friends under the full moon sky 
while eating mooncakes, sipping tea and 
carrying lanterns.

We hope to organise such celebrations 
again in the future as we can see that 
everyone truly enjoyed themselves that 
special night.

This year, our Guest of Honour, 
Professor Christine Goh, Associate Dean, 
Higher Degree Programmes, Office of 
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning, 
joined us in the festivities.

Although the competition proved fierce, 
where each participant’s performance of 
a Hari Raya song was met with an equal 
measure of applause from the audience, 
only one Idola Raya could be crowned.

This task fell to a panel of judges, 
who were all experienced singers among 
the alumni and Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU) / NIE students. 

They were namely, Noorhaqmal Mohd 
Noor, who was the winner of Anugerah 
2004, Raimi Liandy, a Mediacorp Suria 
actor and singer, and Faliq Rais, who was 
the 2011 winner of Idola Melayu.

In the end, Rozaimi Abdul Rahim 
emerged as the winner of Idola Raya, 
clinching the top title with his melodious 
voice. Coming in second was a duet 

couple, Nur Yanty Jumali and Muhd Sadli, 
and Nurazimah Mazlan, followed closely 
behind in the third place. 

The winners were awarded trophies 
together with Swensen’s vouchers. The 
audience were also treated to special 
performances by the Malay dancers and the 
Dikir Barat groups throughout the competition. 
The event was a good platform to showcase 
the Malay performing arts groups.

To bask in the Hari Raya spirit, everyone 
was invited to a buffet spread outside the 
lecture theatre where various Hari Raya 
specialty dishes were served. The buffet 
concluded the event perfectly, drawing 
out the Hari Raya ambience further for 
everyone to enjoy.



Service Learning Day and Launch of 
new GESL website and eBook

Ava Patricia C. Avila
Research Associate, Office of Teacher Education

M s Liew Wei Li, Director of the 
Student Development Curriculum 
Division at the Ministry of 

Education, was the guest-of-honour at 
Service Learning Day on Sep 26, 2012. 

She encouraged the student teachers 
to sustain efforts and take the lead in 
developing character in pupils and pass on 
the values through meaningful activities and 
community engagements.

Three Group Endeavours in Service 
Learning (GESL) groups from the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) 

On Sep 7 – 8, 2012, 
led by A/P Ee Ling Low, A/P 
Vilma D’Rozario and Dr Soo 

Yin Tan, the 11-member Programme and 
Student Development (PSD) unit headed 
off to Johor Bahru for a planning retreat.  
Despite the heavy rain that welcomed us, 
moods were not dampened to what looked 
like a favourable weekend.  

After a sumptuous meal of Chinese, 
Malay and Western cuisines, it was down 
to business.  Planning the budget is not 
really the most exciting thing to do in the 
world, but when you are in a refreshing 

Budget Planning with a Twist

January 2012 cohort presented their service 
learning projects: A joint collaboration 
with Salvation Army; helping the elderly at 
Highpoint Community Services Association; 
and partnership with residents of the Good 
Shepherd Centre. 

Exhibition booths were also set up to 
show the other service learning initiatives. 
The programme concluded with the launch 
of the new GESL website and two eBooks 
on service learning done in Singapore and 
overseas. With support from CeL, the new 
website highlights exemplary GESL projects.

You may visit the new GESL website at
http://www.nie.edu.sg/gesl.

Read and be inspired: Journeys of the Heart 
http://www.nie.edu.sg/gesl/joh

Treks, Tracks, and Trails:  
Ventures and Adventures Abroad in the  
Spirit of Service Learning 
http://www.nie.edu.sg/yep/ttt

Stephane Cheung
Manager, Programme and Student 

Development/Office of Teacher Education

environment along with your diligent staff, 
everything seems to be interesting.

The planning retreat was not all brain 
talk.  In fact, the staff made sure that they 
enjoyed tidbits of what this city of Malaysia 
has to offer.  The team listened to some 
jazz music, went shopping, and trekked 
half of Gunung Pulai before heading back 
to Singapore. More than just a budget 
planning, this was our way of celebrating 
another fruitful year.  

 
*This retreat was funded from  

personal coffers.

16

Ms Liew, Prof Lee, A/P Low and Dr Tan with a jubilant GESL group. 

Budget planning with smiles.
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What started as an idea  
during one of our breaks 
between lessons two years 

ago gradually developed and eventually 
materialised with the initiative taken by our 
expedition leaders, Muhammad Rasyid and 
Aswathy Chandrasekhar.

When I first heard from Rasyid that we 
were really going to India for an Overseas 
Community Involvement Programme 
(OCIP) to do library work, I joined without 
hesitation. It was a chance to step out of my 
comfort zone and visit a country I would 
not have dared explored on my own. After 
agreeing to embark on this project, my 
family and friends expressed their worries 
and concerns.

Tay Han Tseng Clement
Year 4, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Jaslyn Shalini A R
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Chairperson, Service Learning Club

The pre-expedition preparations 
started almost a year before our trip. 
There was much to be done: Expedition-
related activities such as collaborating 
with the National Library Board to secure 
800 books, planning the multimedia 
library, cultural exchange, sharing of best 
practices as well as administrative issues 
such as taking our vaccinations, applying 
for visa, purchasing insurance – the list is 
inexhaustible.

Our trip was destined to be one full 
of obstacles – lost and damaged luggage 
upon arrival, pushing the bus as it could not 
start, and a severe case of food poisoning 
on the second day that saw 18 out of 22 of 
us going to the hospital. All these delayed 

the start of our project. Also, our partner 
school requested additional services such 
as gardening, painting, and classroom 
work, which were not within our scope 
when we planned the project. As a team, 
we managed to overcome all the setbacks 
by working together and completed our 
work on schedule for the opening ceremony, 
which was a grand event that involved their 
community leaders.

Service learning, as the term suggests, 
has takeaways for the people providing the 
service. This trip has helped me realise the 
little things around me in life which I have 
taken for granted, in particular, clean water 
supply and street cleanliness. I very much 
enjoyed our reflection sessions, both formal 
and informal, where we shared our different 
experience and takeaways. As we slip back 
to the comforts of life here in Singapore,  
this trip will always have a place in my 
heart, serving as a reminder to appreciate 
what I have.

On Dec 3, 2012, 14 student 
teachers from the National Institute 
of Education (NIE) set out on a 

journey that would not only lead them 
to a foreign land, but also to face new 
challenges and experiences, and discover 
themselves anew.

 Since 2003, several NIE teams have 
been involved in Youth Expedition Projects 
(YEP) in Sikkim, a state in the Northeastern 
part of India. 

Project Navin 2012: Bringing a new hope with each new team
Following in this line as the 9th NIE 

team to pursue a project with the Human 
Development Foundation of Sikkim (HDFS), 
our community partner in Sikkim, my  
team and I were absolutely thrilled 
about meeting the people in Sikkim and 
embarking on a meaningful project that 
would not only benefit them, but would also 
give us the opportunity to interact and learn 
from them.

 As part of our project, we spent 10 
fruitful days setting up a multimedia room for 
the lower primary students in Padma Odzer 
Cheoling (POC) School. We were involved 
in equipping the multimedia room and 
painting a beautiful mural inspired by the 
artwork of the children themselves. As we 
also had the opportunity to work together 
with the children on several occasions, we 
were able to bond with them and create 
beautiful memories together.

A second part of our project brought 
us to Lepcha Cottage, a home for 
underprivileged children. Here, we 
engaged the children in photo-taking 

sessions and a scrapbooking workshop that 
was truly enjoyable for all of us.

 On the whole, the Service Learning 
Club (SLC) slogan, which says, “Hope the 
gift we give, Love the gift we receive”, is 
truly reflective of our experience there. 

Our project has continued to give  
the hope of a sustained partnership  
between NIE and HDFS. Their love and 
hospitality was the greatest gift that  
warmed our hearts.

 This trip turned out to be a truly 
meaningful journey of learning and self-
discovery for all of us. We will always cherish 
the precious moments that we spent with the 
people, especially the children, in Sikkim.
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Cultural exchange programme and opening 
ceremony of the library.

Students having a lesson in their new library.

‘Group Yahoo’ proudly displaying 
beautiful scrapbook.
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Project Kerala 2012 (30 Nov to 15 Dec 2012)



Learning Fest, in short for Learning 
Festival, was back once again around 
the National Institute of Education 

(NIE) campus. With a huge variety of 
workshops – learning how to create 
flowers, mastering the skills of martial 
arts, learning how to pop and lock with 
NIE’s dance crew DanceFuzion, student 
teachers were given the opportunity to 
take a break from their busy schedules to 
pick up a new skill.

Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of 
NIE, took some time off to take a look at 
the various workshops set up for the event. 

Participants took the opportunity to have 
some lively and insightful conversations 
with the Dean.The turnout was wonderful as 
workshops went full steam ahead during the 
4-hour event. 

Participants enjoyed themselves as 
they got the chance to learn something 
new. Many crafts were taught to 
participants – from learning how to dance 
like South Korean sensation Psy, to learning 
how to bake a cupcake in an ice cream 
cone at the Carnival Cookout workshop 
hosted by the Family and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS) Club. 

Elyana Insyirah Esman
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Chairperson, Bachelor of Arts Club

Learning
2012

Festival
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The event turned out to be a great 
success as participants were all smiles as 
they left their respective workshops.

We look forward to a more exciting 
Learning Festival this year.

Participants of the Carnival Cooking workshop by the FCS Club.

Students with NIE’s resident dance 
crew DanceFuzion.

Students learning how to dance. Students learning Aikido.

Participants of Bloom Your Heart Workshop 
together with Prof Lee Sing Kong.

Food prepared by the students at the 
cooking workshop.
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Tian Yuyuan
Year 2, Diploma in Education

Vice Chairperson, Green Club 

Inderjit Kaur
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, Family and  
Consumer Sciences Club

 
Justine Elizabeth Tham Luo Wan

Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)
Treasurer, Family and  

Consumer Sciences Club

On Sep 5, 2012, the Family 
and Consumer Sciences (FCS) 
Club held their annual cooking 

workshop at Learning Festival. 
The workshop was planned based 

on a fun-filled carnival theme, and the 
dishes were inspired by the traditional 
funfair food booths. 

The atmosphere was filled with 
eagerness and enthusiasm as students from 

the National Institute of Education (NIE) 
were welcomed by our resident clown into 
the food laboratory decorated with bright 
colours and game booths. 

A carnival-themed workshop would 
not be complete without the scrumptious 
food like mini burgers, wraps, corndogs, 
and ice-cream cone cupcakes which were 
infused with Asian flavours. The workshop 
kick-started with “Chix-wraps”, a wrap 

with Tandoori chicken, which is a popular 
Indian dish consisting of roasted chicken 
prepared with yoghurt and spices. 

Whilst waiting for the chicken 
to absorb the flavours of the delectable 
marinade, the participants began with 
“Thai-burgz”, mini burgers with minced 
chicken patties marinated with Tom yam 
paste. Tom yam is widely used in Thailand 
and Laos, and gives distinct hot and sour 
flavours to food.

 Next, it was time to prepare the 
delicious sweet treats, “Rainbow conez”, 
which are cupcakes baked in an ice-cream 
cone topped with colourful icing and 
sprinkles. It was a creative technique to bake 
cupcakes in ice-cream cones instead of the 
traditional cupcake cases. The participants 
were fascinated by this unique idea.

Last but not least was “Con-dogz”, 
a traditional carnival food made of hot 
dog sausage coated in a thick layer of 
cornmeal batter and deep fried in oil.

This cooking workshop is a yearly 
tradition. We look forward to your 
participation in our next event. Do stay 
tuned for more fun-filled and exciting 
workshops organised by the FCS Club.

 

Thinking of what to get for your loved 
ones during birthdays or other special 
occasions? On a tight budget, but still 

would like to show someone your love?
Now, here is an opportunity for 

you to create something for them straight 
from the heart. Since time is precious, 
handmade gifts are deemed priceless.

 Back by popular demand, Bloom Your 
Heart 2 was held during Learning Festival last 
year. It was carried out in the form of an  
Art & Craft workshop that saw the use of 
recycled materials to create beautiful gifts. 

In accordance with the National 
Institute of Education (NIE) Green Club’s 
aim to raise an awareness among the  

Bloom Your Heart 2
NIE community to go green, we brought 
back this workshop to share with our  
peers some ways of turning their  
unwanted materials into lovely and 
thoughtful gifts.

 This time, we had three different 
stations to teach our participants how 
to make flowers out of ordinary plastic 
bags, fold heart-shaped origami using 
magazines, and make vases out of 
recycled plastic bottles.

 We want to say a big thank you 
to all our participants and the organising 
committee. We hope you have enjoyed 
the workshop as much as we did. Cheers 
to more workshops ahead.

Carnival-themed Cooking 
Workshop

Participants learning to make flowers out of recycled materials.

Participants at the cooking workshop. 
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The Family and Consumer Sciences 
(FCS) Club held a scrapbooking 
workshop on Nov 29, 2012. 

The workshop aimed to equip 
participants with an array of 
scrapbooking techniques, including 
basic design guidelines, colour schemes, 
photo selection, and essential canvas 
scrapbooking skills. 

The workshop was designed to provide 
fun and relaxation whilst allowing the 
participants to display their creative side 
with their unique and artistic ideas.

 Each participant was provided with 
a scrapbooking kit, which included 
embellishments, designed acid-free papers, 
decorative tools and equipment, and a 
piece of canvas. 

All of the equipment provided were  
from well-known scrapbooking establishments 
and of good quality. Participants were 
allowed to personalise their canvas with their 
own photos attached onto it.

 At the end of the workshop, all 
participants felt accomplished and 
delighted with their end products. 

This workshop has certainly achieved 
its goal with the participants as some of 
them had expressed their interest to take up 
scrapbooking as a hobby. Scrapbooking has 
provided them the opportunity to create more 
personalised gifts for their loved ones for the 
festive season. It will make a perfect gift for 
anyone as it is made with love and sincerity.

 The FCS club would like to thank all 
participants for their support and we look 
forward to bringing more fun and exciting 
workshops to the NIE community. 

Do add us on our Facebook page 
(FCSNIE) for updates on our latest workshops.
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Scrapbooking Workshop

The final products of the hard effort of the participants.

Inderjit Kaur
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, Family and  
Consumer Sciences Club

 
Justine Elizabeth Tham Luo Wan

Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)
Treasurer, Family and  

Consumer Sciences Club

Participants showing off their final products.

Publication Team

NIE Wellness Centre
The NIE Wellness Centre provides psychological and counseling services to  
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological  
University students and to the general public offering affordable  
psychological services and counseling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the centre at this number 6790 3318.

http://www.ps.nie.edu.sg/WELLNESS.htm

The NIE Wellness Centre operating hours :  

9am to 5pm (Mon - Fri)

5pm to 9pm (Mon - Thurs upon request)

The NIE Wellness Centre is located in  

the basement of the Education Building  

(Block 2) at the National Institute or Education.
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