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Dear Student Teachers
 
You are now mid-way into 
your new Semester of the 
Academic Year 2010-2011 
and I hope you are not too 
overwhelmed by all the 
assignments you need to 
complete and for some, the 

pressure of the final practicum posting. But if you are, 
I wish you well and hope you will find time to take a 
breather to read this issue of VOICES brought to you by 
the Trainee Teachers’ Club!

On 23rd February 2011, I had the pleasure of hosting a 
tea for  newly appointed student club leaders. Prior to 
the tea meeting, all clubs submitted their strategic plans 
for the year which I spent an evening reading through. I 
am indeed excited and encouraged by the deep passion 
and enthusiasm that all the clubs have expressed and the 
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Three years ago, I picked up an issue of VOICES from the halls of NIE and 
envisioned my face and name in this column. Today, I have done it and getting here was 
no mean feat. Obviously, being editor meant more than writing articles, it required me to 
step up to the call of duty, work under tight deadlines, collate, and as the name suggests, 
loads and loads of editing. 

Yet, this is what NIE means to me. To push ourselves beyond our boundaries, 
experiment, discover and achieve what you yearn for. How often have we let opportunities 
pass us by because we always had “something more important” to do? Just like this 

issue of VOICES, NIE aims to make us believe, put ourselves out there and take what we want. You want 
to catch the sunrise, the Bsc Club did it in Insomnia. There’s always a hidden Mariah Carey in you? Starlite 
opened a chance for you to unleash that talent. Touch lives. Work for charity. The sky’s the limit, the 
cliché goes but does it hold true until today. We are teachers. We teach not just subjects, we teach life. 
And to teach life? Well, you must have first lived life. 

In the words of the famous singer, Patti LaBelle, “The only time you run out of chances is when you 
stop taking them!” 

numerous activities that they have proposed. My one 
hour session spent with them was also very fruitful as I 
asked them all to share their views about the issues faced 
in harnessing student participation and the issues that the 
NIE Management could lend support for and I was glad to 
hear very frank views.

Rest assured that you, our beloved student teachers are 
very much the central focus of our mission of teacher 
education and we will give you every support that you 
require that is within our means and ability to provide.

I look forward to your continued efforts towards the 
building of a vibrant campus and wish you all the very 
best in your forthcoming examinations!

Yours Truly,
Nurul Fasha Samsudin

TTC Publications Officer
Editor in Chief of NIE Voices 2011

Editor’s Commentary

Director’s Message

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong

Director, NIE
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Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Publications Officer

20th Trainee Teachers’ Club

Aloha… Freshies!  
As a warm gesture of welcome for 

all new freshmen, NIE held the 
Director’s Grand Welcome on 

3rd September 2010. Held in the Nanyang 
Auditorium, Professor Lee Sing Kong 
delivered a fiery speech to welcome the 
new student teachers to campus life at 
NIE. During his speech, Prof Lee highly 
recommended student teachers to join 
the various clubs to further enhance their 
learning journey at NIE. In addition, 
Mr Herwanto Johari, President of the 
19th Trainee Teachers’ Club also shared 
the joy and experience of becoming a 
student leader and how it had shaped 
him into becoming the person he is today. 
The Grand Welcome was definitely 
entertaining as seniors modeled down 
a ‘catwalk’ to portray NIE’s dress code 
that student teachers have to abide to. 
In addition, students from West Grove 
Primay School thrilled the whole audience 
with their heartwarming dance moves. 
Needless to say, the 2010 intake of NIE 
was definitely welcomed in style. 

Cha Cha Cha! 

Seniors take to the catwalk to model the accepted dress code

Fresh faces listening in rapture to the speeches given!

Prof Lee, together with other sub deans, entering the auditorium



Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Publications Officer 

20th Trainee Teachers’ Club

What was a good place to hold a 
fund-raising event for the education 
of special needs students? NIE, an 

institution which holds a firm belief that every 
child can learn, organized the Director’s Race 
2010 to help raise a tuition subsidy fund for the 
Society for Physically Disabled (SPD) Education 
Programme. The event called on everyone to 
take part in a run around campus! GESL (Group 
Endeavours in Service Learning) teams also sent 
in their six best runners to run for charity. 

Thus, on 15 October 2010, NIE buzzed with 
participants gearing up to compete tooth and 
nail to clinch the top prizes in the race while 
running for a good cause. NIE Staff did their 
part by joining in the fun race, all in the name 
of charity. Among the winners was a team 
from the NIE Physical Education and Sports 
Science (PESS) group with an impressive 
timing of 1 hour 4 minutes and 17 seconds for 
the competitive relay race. Our campus was 
pumping with adrenaline as student teachers 
took a break from their normal routine to strut 
their stuff in the race. 
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Competing for Charity 

Determination is the key
A little more… A little more…

Baton in hand, 
teeth gritting, 
competitive runners

Eager Faces, Bright Evening!
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Sharon Chen 
President

20TH  Trainee Teachers Club  

On 16th October 2010, many parents attended 
the 2nd  Parents’ Day at NTU. By 8.30 am, 
the Nanyang Auditorium was filled with 

eager parents. Dr Su Guaning, President of NTU, gave 
a welcome speech, which was followed by vibrant 
performances and a tea reception.

At 11.00 am, parents began to visit the various 
schools that their children were from. At NIE, we had 
our welcome party, formed by deans and sub-deans 
of the various programmes. Mr Alan Ch’ng welcomed 
the parents with a short speech, followed by the NIE’s 
corporate video and a short speech by Loh Wei Qi, a 
third year BA student, who shared about his academic 
experience and extra-curricular activities at NIE. The 
guests were then ushered to the foyer for an energetic 
joint dance performance by NIE’s own DanceFuzion 
and Malay Language and Cultural Society (MLCS).

Parents and students were given a tour around the 
school by student leaders and were accompanied by 
academic staff. The guests were introduced to the newly 
upgraded classrooms designed to facilitate discussions 
during lessons, the PE block equipped with facilities 
to train our students from the Physical Education and 
Sports Science programme, and the library.

After the tour, our guests were treated to a 
sumptuous lunch where they had the opportunity to 
mingle with staff and student leaders. The parents 
were then brought back to NTU for a tour around the 
whole campus. After seeing the smiles on the parents’ 
faces, I was glad to have volunteered my Saturday for 
this event.

And our parents finally see where their 
students study at... LIBRIS!

Goodie bag in hand, Lets tour NIE!

Our parents being entertained by MLCS dancers

Parents On Campus  



6

Herwanto Johari
Head of Youth and Programmes, Asas 50

Diploma in Education (MT)

60 years of literacy excellence
The 5th of November marked 

a significant milestone in the 
regional literary world as 

Angkatan Sasterawan 50 or Asas 50 
celebrated its 60th anniversary at the 
Furama City Centre. 

The occasion witnessed a gathering 
of the nation’s leaders, community 
heads, academics and captains of 
industries alongside youth from the 
various institutions of higher learning 
as Asas 50 showcased its compendium 
of innovative approaches to bringing 
language and literature to the masses. 
This did not go unnoticed as the Guest 
of Honour, Mr Lui Tuck Yew, Minister 
for Information, Communication and 
the Arts, congratulated Asas 50 on its 
achievements, especially its courage, 
vision and success in propelling its youth 

wing as the spearhead of the majority of 
its flagship initiatives.

The Minister also commended Asas 
50 and its youth wing for their excellent 
work in contributing to vibrancy of 
Singapore’s arts scene by pioneering 
new literary and social initiatives and 
organising national competitions to 
discover and polish promising talents. In 
2010, Asas 50, presided by Mr Mohamed 
Pitchay Gani who is also a coordinator of 
the Special Training Programme (STP) at 
NIE, partnered NIE’s Trainee Teachers’ 
Club (TTC) in publishing an anthology 
of poems for the victims of the Haiti 
earthquake. Asas 50 has also been staunch 
supporters and sponsors of AKTIVIS, 
a Malay academic journal published 
by STP for over a decade. Its strong 
collaboration with tertiary student bodies 
was also evident as NIE-NTU’s Perbayu’s 
Beztari contributed a characteristically 
mesmerising dance performance for the 
event’s opening.

While unveiling Asas 50‘s web 
based information portal that will serve 
as an information, communication 
and pedagogical repository, Mr Lui 
also expressed his confidence that the 
association will continue to strive to 
set a global benchmark in line with the 
Renaissance City Plan and the Singapore 
Media Fusion Plan. The Minister 
presented three awards that evening: Dr. 

Muhammad Ariff Ahmad was conferred 
the Life Time Achievement Award for 
Literature while Madam Chan Maw Woh 
was presented with the Committment to 
Promoting Literature Award. Muhammad 
Herwanto Johari, the past President of 
NIE’s Trainee Teachers’ Club and current 
head of Asas 50 Programme and Youth 
Wing was gifted with the Excellence Youth 
Award for Literature.

NIE student teachers and Asas 50 youths doing a poetry 
recital—the catwalk way!

Herwanto Johari receiving his award from Mr Lui Tuck Yew, 
Minister for Information, Communication and the Arts

Hafizah, ML Trainee Teacher with 
a distinguised icon in the Malay 
Literature world, Dr Ariff Ahmad

Mr Mohamed Pitchay Gani, 
President of Asas 50’ giving his 
thoughts on celerating 60 years 
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Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Publications Officer

20TH TTC Exco

Artists, poets, film makers & writers have never stopped 
interpreting love. What exactly is this emotion that drives 
people so? 

Is it a sweet caress between sweethearts? Or the strong 
silence of a supportive mother? Perhaps, simply in the zestful 
enthusiasm towards life...  

For this reason, the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) held 
Agape 2011. It called upon all NIE student teachers to send in 
a photo that they thought best represented what love meant 
to them. The competition saw many award-winning photos 
as students teachers submitted them online from 26th January 
until 9th February.  From a couple sharing an umbrella to a 
mother’s unconditional love, creativity flowed freely among 
our student teachers. 

On 14th February 2011, in conjunction with Valentine’s Day, 
our love contest reached its peak. Students gathered at the U.i.D 
for the much awaited prize presentation. The event began with 
a performance from our TTC’s very own Jeanette Yee with her 
rendition of ‘Take me to your heart’, which was made popular by 
Michael Learns to Rock. 

After a round of online voting on Facebook, Muzaiyanah 
walked away with the top prize of  $150 CapitaLand voucher 
with her photo that beautifully depicted a mother’s love. The 
event ended with all the guests enjoying a reception. It is safe to 
say, love was definitely in the air at NIE on Valentine’s Day!

Love Me, Shoot Me! 

Contributions  displayed on the LCD TV in U.i.D

Potential prize winners 
eagerly awaiting…

Jeanette mesmerizing the audience

Prize Winning Photo!



Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Publications Officer

20th Trainee Teachers Club 

29th September 2010 marked the date 
of the prestigious ‘NIE Club Award 
and Passion Awards Ceremony’ at 

the U.i.D’s Amphitheatre, NIE. Graced 
by Director, Deans, Associate-Deans and 
Sub-Deans, student teachers who had 
been exemplary in serving the student 
body were duly rewarded for their 
dedication, commitment, and excellence 
on this special occasion. The Passion 
Award, which is in its fifth year running, 
is an esteemed form of recognition. It 
is given to student teachers who have 

When asked about how she felt being 
among the recipients, she simply said, 
“Receiving the passion award is, as the 
name suggests, a form of recognition 
for your passion. It is weird though 
because, usually, when you’re passionate 
about something, you do not expect to 
be rewarded. You do it because you’re 
intrinsically motivated and you get a 
thrill out of doing it! The passion award 
was really a bonus over and beyond for 
what I simply loved doing!” 

All in all, it was a heartwarming day 
where student teachers were given their 
dues. 
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Fruits of Passion

recently graduated, for their service 
rendered to the NIE community. This 
year, ten student teachers were the 
recipients of the Passion Award.

Besides the Passion Award, the NIE 
Club Award was given on the same 
day to honour various clubs for their 
significant contribution towards building 
a vibrant campus of NIE, promoting its 
brand name, and undertaking various 
projects to serve the institute. The 
Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club clinched 
the ‘Gold Award’ with a $500 cash prize, 
while Dancefuzion walked away with the 
‘Silver Award’ and a $300 cash prize. NIE 
Green Club was awarded the ‘Bronze 
Award’ with a $200 cash prize. 

Among the indivuals who received 
an award was Ms Aisha Farhana. 

Prof Vilma exchanging  a warm embrace, 

proud of the student’s achievement

DanceFuzion entertaining the guests 

with their high energy performance

Proud winners!

Ms Aisha Farhana with Prof Lee
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Janice Lim
Head of Publicity and Publications

 BSc Club

BSc Club brings you: 
Bizarre Bazaar!
The bizarre bazaar, which was held at the library 

arcade at NIE, signified the collaboration between 
the Bachelor of Science (BSc) Club and Gawad 

Kalinga Hope Initiative (GKHi). A range of products, 
including healthy snacks, clothes and educational 
materials, were made available for the NIE community.

GKHi is an international charity organization, 
which carries the mission to end poverty for 5 million 
families by the year 2024. Gawad Kalinga, meaning 
“to give care”, started in the Philippines. Since 1995, 
they have rehabilitated juvenile delinquents in Bagong 
Silang, the largest slum area in the country. Though 
it initially started with the aim of helping the people 
in the Philippines, it has now expanded its service to 
help other countries, such as Cambodia, Indonesia, and 
Papua New Guinea. 

The BSc Club donated the rent collected from the bazaar 
stall vendors to GKHi. The money will be used to build a 
house in one of the many communities under GKHi in the 
Philippines. 

However, that is not all! We were involved in the 
Ecobooks Movement, which aims to help students across the 
NIE community sell their used textbooks to other students. 
Plenty of books were sold, and many more were collected, 
waiting for sale to new owners. 

The bazaar was a huge success. This time, with a unique 
and meaningful objective of contributing to the community 
through GKHi, it was no doubt a “Bizarre Bazaar”!
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Camp Underworld! 
La Cosa Nostra 2010 was a jointly 

organized freshman orientation 
camp by Nanyang Technological 

University Muslim Society (NTUMS) 
and Malay Language Cultural Society 
(PERBAYU). Bearing the theme of, “The 
Mafia”, the camp aimed to unite the new 
batch of NTU and NIE undergraduates. 
The orientation camp, having a tagline - 
“It’s nothing personal”, took place from 
the 30th July 2010 to the 1st August 2010 
in the Students Affairs Centre at NTU. 

There were fun-filled activities, such 
as the ‘Amazing Race’, the night walk 
and reflective sessions for all Muslim 
participants. The organizers aimed 

to provide a sense of unity among 
participants and put them into groups 
which carried the names of different Mafia 
gangs around the world! An interesting 
outcome was how the two organizations, 
NTUMS and PERBAYU collaborated 
so well and achieved their objectives so 
successfully. The activities were appealing 
to the Malay undergraduates who were 
keen to get in touch with both the cultural 
and religious aspects of the Malay/
Muslim culture.

What struck me about the activities 
was that they were not only fun and 
challenging, but every single activity 
had a sense of meaning and purpose. We 

learnt how to prioritize certain things 
through the activities.

The camp ended with a totally 
unexpected twist of events, with seniors 
turning their back against freshmen! 
After all, the camp stayed true to its 
tagline - “It’s nothing personal”. All in all, 
many left the camp with a new sense of 
friendship and camaraderie and found a 
love once lost, Islam.

GROUP PHOTO TIME!

Alfian, Adnan and Najib rocking it out… Let’s bring the house down

Ashraff Nasli 
Logistics & Technical Officer 

Nadrah Sadali 
Business Manager 

PERBAYU 19th Exco 
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 Mariam Hakeem
NIE Green Club

Glitz and glitter: 
Joint Investiture of the Year 

a smashing success

On 10th November 2010, Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) Club, Club Jeux, 
and Green Club got together for 

the Joint Investiture of the Year under 
the leadership of our Pilot, Tan Mei Yin, 
and a team from the three clubs. The 
Amphitheatre at level 3 of the Student 
Hub was fabulously decorated by Green 
Club with a Hollywood theme – a 
“filmstrip” of the three clubs’ memories 
lining the Amphitheatre, sparkly tinsel 
everywhere, a red carpet, and a glamorous 
gold and silver balloon arch that served as 
a wonderful picture-taking backdrop.

Once everything had been set up, club 
members from the various clubs started 
streaming in. In addition to members 
from the three clubs, our friends from 
DanceFuzion, CLEAR Club, TTC and 
other NIE clubs took time out to share the 
joyous occasion with us. 

At 6.30 pm, the host, Yvonne from BSc 
Club, started the event promptly with a 
welcome note, explaining the significance 
of the Investiture and thanking all for 

being there. The Guest-of-Honour, BSc 
Club’s advisor Prof. Kwek, then delivered 
an opening speech, noting the various 
club’s achievements and wishing them the 
best in the upcoming academic year. An 
inspiring video prepared by Green Club, 
showing the clubs’ achievements over the 
years followed.

Next came the handing over ceremony, 
in which the outgoing chairpersons passed 
on the flame of passion (in the form of a 
lantern) to the incoming chairpersons. 

The three new chairpersons of the 
various clubs took the podium. Sam from 
BSc Club explained his new EXCO’s 
vision and mission in full detail and ended 
off his speech with an inspiring quote 
from Gandhi. Next, Jon Edison, from Club 
Jeux, presented his plans for the year, 
wowing everyone with the “RevolutionX” 
that was to take place with Club Jeux. 
Then, Green Club’s Mariam introduced 
her new EXCO and ended with a touching 
quote from Pokemon, stating her sincere 
wish for the club “to be the very best that 
no one ever was”.

The Investiture ended with everyone 
happily tucking into delicious food and 
enjoying the company of great friends and 
colleagues. 

Making the grand balloon arc! 

Happy members from the various clubs 
enjoy the food and company after the 
formal proceedings.

Part of the happy Green Club EXCO 
with their wonderful Club Advisor Dr 
Shawn Lum…

The three club advisors for Club Jeux, 
Green Club and BSc Club respectively.The BSc family, past and present.

Club advisor for BSc Club and 
GOH passing over the lantern 
symbolizing the light and 
knowledge to the outgoing 
chairperson of BSc Club, Yushiella.



Herwanto handing TTC over to Sharon

Group photo of 20th TTC with Professor Lee Sing Kong, 
Professor Tan Oon Seng, Associate Deans and Sub-Deans 
of OTE, and club advisers.
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Welcome Aboard, 20th Comm! 

Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Diploma in Education (MT)

11th November 2010 was a memorable night as the 20th Executive Committee 
(Ex-Co) of the Trainee Teachers’ Club held their investiture. The event 
was graced by Professor Lee Sing Kong and Professor Tan Oon Seng and 

other VIPS including Associate Deans, and Sub-Deans of OTE, and club advisers. 
Led by Ms Sharon Chen, the promising new committee brings with it fresh changes, 
vibrancy and good old dedication that is the winning recipe for success. The event 
took on a somber tone as the 19th Ex-Co President, Mr Herwanto Johari passed on 
the baton and reminisced on his TTC journey. Recapping the past year, Mr Herwanto 
spoke of determination and intention, integrity with perseverance, and also of care 
and sincerity. With parting words of advice, he welcomed the 20th Ex-Co to step up 
to their roles as student leaders and seize the opportunity to outshine themselves. 



Nurul Fasha Samsudin
Diploma in Education (MT) 
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Ode to Joy
Cappuccino flavoured biscuits! Instant noodles! 

Hand towels! Lecture Pad!  Those were just a few 
among many items found in the Trainee Teacher 

Club’s (TTC) Happy Hour 2010 goodie bags. 
On 24th November 2010, flocks of students gathered 

at the ground floor of the U.i.D. approximately twenty 
minutes before 10.30 am, eager to get the amazing goodie 
bags. The wait was definitely worth it! The goodie bags, 
which were given as the exam welfare package to the 
student body, consisted of items that were appealing to the 
majority of students. 

In addition to the goodie bags, free ice cream was 
distributed in the canteen, offering sweet relish after a 
long and hectic day of lectures and tutorial classes. 

Once again, Happy Hour was a great success as it 
brought smiles, joy, and cheer around the campus as 
student teachers indulged in the treats from TTC.

You scream, I scream: Free Ice Cream!

Happy recipients!

Matric card, please? 

The queue gets longer & longer



Nurfadilah Rahman
BSc Club, Head of Public Relations
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Sleepless in Singapore
In view of the Singapore 2010 Youth 

Olympics Games, INSOMNIA X 2010 by 
the BSc Club was back to bring about 

the sporting spirit to the NIE community. 
The BSc Club chose cycling as the main 
event of INSOMNIA X as it was one of the 
26 sports featured in the Youth Olympics. 
The all-night cycling event received an 
overwhelming response.

On the 25th of September 2010, a total 
of 60 INSOMNIACS and the BSc Club Crew 
gathered at East Coast Park. The event 
started off with games to break the ice. One 
such ice-breaker was the popular iPhone 
game application called Labyrinth, which 
was brought to life by the BSc Crew. After 
which, everyone cycled down to Changi 
Village to have a satisfying supper. This was 
followed by an exciting treasure hunt that 
was carried out within Changi Village.

The awesome night ended with 
participants resting on picnic mats and 
watching the spectacular sun rise amidst the 
company of their new found friends.

Throughout the whole night, the 
participants interacted with everyone, looking 
out for one another during the cycling trip, 
games sessions and the treasure hunt. The 
event was successful in bonding and in 
developing precious memories to bring back 
home. NIE indeed has adventurous student 
teachers, who are willing to venture out and 
engage in such activities. 

When you can’t sleep…… Cycle!!! Pure concentration, focus, and smiles!

Insomniacs filling their fuel tanks before 

continuing their nocturnal lifestyle.

Treasure-Hunting in the middle of the night sure adds some thrill to this all-time favorite activity!

Happy Edward Cullen wannabes. Hope they don’t have class the next day!



   Cindy Chan
Secretary

StarLite X Committee BSc Club
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As one of BSc Club’s signature events, NIE BSc StarLite X 
saw its fourth installation on the evening of 31 October 
2010. The highly anticipated singing competition shifted 

out of the campus for the first time ever to the Play Den in The 
Arts House at the Old Parliament. Set to a Halloween theme, the 
black box theatre in the Arts House created a spooky ambience as 
the emcees greeted the audience.

The event commenced with the arrival of guest judge 
Aqmal, the winner of MediaCorp Suria’s Anugerah 2004. After 

StarLite X: 
         Halloween Special

an opening speech given by our Guest-of-Honour, Associate 
Professor Low Ee Ling, the battle of talents officially began.

Through several weeks of auditions for the Solo and Group 
categories, StarLite X eventually had 5 soloists and 2 groups 
contesting in each category. Our gleaming finalists shone like 
stars, and blew the audience away as they captivated the crowd 
with their inimitable personalities and charm.

Our guest performers left the audience in awe with their 
melodious voices while the results were being tabulated. 
Besides Aqmal who sang a beautiful song written in Italian and 
English, we also invited the StarLite 2008 winner Faizal and 
StarLite 2010 finalist Aaron, as well as TnT, the winner for group 
category in StarLite 2010 to perform for the audience.

The climax of the night came when it was time to announce 
the winners. Based on the judges’ scores and votes of the audience, 
Mohd Redzuan, a first year degree student, was crowned 
champion for the solo category while the champion of the group 
category went to Six to Nine, who impressed the judges and 
audience with their amazing vocals and talent. Congratulations 
to all the winners as well as the participants who made it into the 
finals! It is definitely not easy to have come thus far!

With such brilliant performers, who dare say NIE lacks talent?

The coveted Starlite trophies… 

The ghouts and ghouls welcoming their guests

A “rocking” performance!

Starlite Champion in his mojo



Stephane Cheung
Office of Teacher Education
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During Service Learning Day 
on 21 September 2010, 20 Group 
Endeavours in Service Learning 

(GESL) groups from the PGDE (Sec) 
Jan 2010 intake shared their Journeys in 
service-learning through an exhibition 
and presentation of their service-
learning projects. 

Service Learning Day promotes the 
value of service learning in the character 
development of pre-service teachers, 
through sharing of impactful experiences. 
During his welcome speech, Professor Lee 
Sing Kong emphasized the importance 
of service learning as part of teachers’ 
professional identity development. 

“The emergence of service learning 
journeys and outcomes are a source of 
pride and accomplishment to student 
teachers and staff facilitators serving 
the community wholeheartedly,” said 
Professor Robert Shumer, invited guest 
speaker from University of Minnesota, 
United States. The heart-warming and 
inspiring stories shared on US youth 
engagement in community work amazed 
the audience, broadening perspectives on 

the possible impact by innovative service-
learning initiatives. 

Three PGDE Sec GESL groups 
presented their service learning journeys. 
Group OutReachers mentored by 
Dr Rahil Ismail infused experiential 
learning with Mathematics by carrying 
out a Mathematics learning journey 
at Changi airport to cultivate Primary 
school pupils’ interest through learning 
real-world applications of Mathematics 
concepts in an engaging way. The project 
also helped raise self-confidence and 
better teamwork for the pupils through 
interactive games. 

Team 24/7 mentored by Dr Chelsea 
Chew presented about a Bike-a-thon 
co-organised with Students Care Service 
Yishun Centre. The activities organized 
were an avenue for youths to learn 
communication, problem solving and 
decision making skills through sport, and 
imparting life skills such as respect and 
teamwork in the process. 

Last but not the least, team FAMtastic 
mentored by Dr Sam Choon Kook 
shared their experiences and challenges 

on organizing a Computer Literacy 
Skills Workshop for inmates of the 
Changi Women’s Prison Re-Integration 
Programme. Besides increasing awareness 
of the essence of the Yellow Ribbon 
Project, the team trained participants 
on basic computer proficiency skills to 
enhance their reintegration into society. 

The presentations by GESL groups 
drew to a close with a book launch 
of Journeys of the Heart, illustrating 
landmarks, discoveries and reflections 
from selected GESL groups from 2008 and 
2009 through photographs and heart-
warming stories.

Journeys of the Heart

Our Guest-of-Honour, Prof Robert Shumer 
learning about our GESL projects

Prof Lee with student teachers



Q

Q

Vilma D’Rozario
Office of Teacher Education

17

Service-Learning Day 2011 was 
held on 9 Feb 2011. We were 
delighted to have Ms Kok Lee 

Kwang, Deputy Director, Aesthetics, 
Health & Moral Education Branch, 
Curriculum Planning & Development 
Division, Ministry of Education, as our 
Guest-of-Honour.

Student-teachers from 101 Group 
Endeavours in Service-Learning (GESL) 
groups showcased their projects proudly 
to the NIE community. These groups were 
from the Degree, Diploma, and PGDE 
July 2010 cohorts.

Four groups made presentations at 
LT1. “Bridging Voices” (Degree Group 
4) highlighted migrant workers’ life-
stories and their contributions to society 
in an E-book.  Project Revo-T (Diploma 
Group 1) worked with students from 
Assumption Pathway School to create and 
instill students’ artworks on walls. PGDE 
Primary Group 1 presented their project 
on responsible pet ownership through a 
reading and drama event conducted at 
selected libraries.  PGDE Secondary/JC 
Group 42 produced a children’s picture 
book on Pangolins, and carried out a 
lesson for children based on the saving of 
this native endangered species.   

Here are some student-teacher 
reflections:
 

What have I gained from working 
on this GESL project?

A It is not easy but not 
difficult as well to initiate 
such projects. With good 

relationship management skills and 
simple but practical ideas, we can 
achieve anything we put our hearts 
to. Working with a big group and 
with children during the event itself 
has made me realize the diversity 
that exists in our society and it is 
important to work together to provide 
an inclusive environment for all.

- Rajes Kumar 
   PGDE (S)
 

 
What have I gained from working 
on this GESL project?

AThe joy of being able to help 
others; Satisfaction from 
overcoming challenges; The 

joy of working well with others; 
Courage to take calculated risks; 
Understanding how different people 
have different working styles

- Bruce Lee
   Diploma in Education Programme

Learn to Serve. 
Learn from Service.

PGDE (P) GESL Group 1 presenting their 

project on responsible pet ownership

Ms Kok Lee Kwang, our Guest-of-
Honour, using the dip stick approach to 

informally gauge the impact of GESL. 

Sharing a GESL group’s achievements 

with our Guest-of-Honour



Syahirah Nabilah Binte Salleh
Special Projects Officer, Trainee Teachers Club

Programmer for ISG Working Committee

18

Sports among schools
Language Club (TLC) and DanceFuzion 
added zest to the closing ceremony. In 
addition, the game, ‘Back to Back’ hosted 
by our NIE emcees, Shahirah Samsudin 
and Vivienne Yap captured the attention 
of all.  During the prize presentation 
ceremony, all representatives of the 
winning schools for each sport came up 
to the stage with pride and honour to 
receive their medals. NIE was placed 1st 
in Touch Rugby, 2nd in Netball, 3rd in 
Tennis, 1st in Floorball, 1st in Basketball 
Male category, 2nd in Voleyball, 1st in 
Frisbee, and lastly 2nd in Soccer for 
the Female category. That was really 
awesome!! Competing during the school 
semester was really a great challenge 
for our athletes but they still came up 
champions.  BRAVO, NIE! 

The closing ceremony ended with 
a song titled, ‘This Is The Day’ which 
was locally produced for the inaugural 
Youth Olympic Games (YOG). The song 
was sung by our own talents from NIE: 
Shahdon Mohamad Jamil and Anthea 
who sang right from their hearts closing 
the ceremony on a very high note. 

This year, the School of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering from 
NTU hosted the Inter-School 

Games (ISG) collaborating with 12 other 
schools of NTU including NIE. A total 
of 13 different sports and games were 
organized for the students who were 
keen in participating and it was held 
from 3rd to 31st January 2011. The 13 
types of sports were: Basketball, Table-
tennis, Frisbee, Badminton, Netball, 
Mini Soccer, Volleyball, Bowling, Tennis, 
Floorball, Captain’s Ball, Touch Rugby 
and Swimming.  Out of the 13 sports 
played, NIE grabbed the top 3 places for 8 
of the 13 sports featured which got them 
the 2nd position for the overall inter-
school games this year!

The inter-school games would not be 
complete without the closing ceremony 
and prize presentation for the winning 
schools. The Guest-of-Honour for the 
ceremony was Prof Gwee Bah Hwee. 
This year, the emcees and performers 
were from NIE, showcasing great 
talent in singing and grooving to the 
beat. Talented dancers from the Tamil 

Syahirah Nabilah and 

Darrell from TTC in 

sporting mood! Tamil Language Club’s electrifying performance

What NIE brought back home



Because it’s 
ME-RANTIng!

The Meranti Project is an MOE-funded personal and professional 
development programme specially tailored for student teachers. 
With the aid of informal dialogue with both veteran teachers 

and school students, it gives student teachers the opportunity to listen 
to firsthand experiences of teachers and the perspectives of student 
learners. Through experiential learning pedagogies, the programme 
helps student teachers experience the core competencies of social 
emotional learning, to share their personal aspirations with their peers 
and to express their opinions in an open and creative environment. At 
the end of the programme, student teachers will have a better grasp of 
the innovative approaches to National Education and be better equipped 
when they begin their teaching journey upon graduation.

Meranti was very enriching. 
It bonded us. By the end of 

the session, we felt as if we have known 
each other for life, and we learnt to

appreciate others more than before. The sharing 
session was very personal and close to the 
heart and the advice from the teachers was 
very constructive. If I could have another 
session just like Meranti, I would be more 

than happy to be part of it. 
           - Nur Hafizah Samsudin 

                (Dip Ed Malay Language)
   

Through this project, we have 
developed a sense of self-awareness 
for the possible problems which we 

might face as teachers. With the help of 
veteran teachers and students, we got a 

better understanding of how school 
systems today work. We have learnt coping 
strategies for beginning teachers, and we 

have generated, shared and gained ideas for 
teaching methods. It has been an enriching 
session for the mind and the heart as it 
reaffirmed our decisions as teachers, 

reminding us of the purpose of why we 
teach, how we teach, and what we teach.

          - Lim Hui Chi (Dip Ed Art)
   

Discuss, Discuss, Discuss!

A student 
teacher’s 
expectations of the 
Meranti 
weekend
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Frankly, the thought of 
burning my weekend for Meranti 

was not a positive feeling. One thing for 
sure, The Meranti Project was something that 
I encourage and recommend new teachers 
to experience. The Meranti Project was not 
only about team-building but it’s about 

understanding how well you worked with 
your team.

- Syikin Samsudin
(Dip Ed)

Meranti has taught me how to 
reflect on myself as a teacher and 

it has opened my eyes to the issues that I’d 
never thought I would encounter in school. On 
the whole, I found the segment on life journeys 
the most meaningful as we got to share what 

motivated us in becoming a teacher.
               - Syahirah Nabilah  
        (Dip Ed Malay Language)    

Meranti was a good 
avenue for developing trust 
and fostering good team 
spirit. My group mates and 

I bonded well during our Meranti. 
Even though it was held during the 
weekend, we felt that it was time 
well spent as we had a good time.

                           - Mazli 
(Dip Ed Malay Language)

It was a place where 
your mind is filled with 
questions that you would 
seldom have. You start to 
become more self-aware 

as you seek the answers to 
these questions.

- Nick
(Dip Ed Chinese Language)




