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Dear Student Teachers,

I hope this issue of ‘Voices’ finds you enjoying 
the semester. 

Many of you will have begun your Teaching 
Practicum in schools. I wish you all the best 
as you put into practice the values, skills and 
knowledge learnt in past semesters. Give your 
practicum your full attention as it is here that 
you will be able to link theory with practice.

For those of you who are still on campus, 
working hard on your academic programme, 
I encourage you to participate fully in our 
student development programmes - such as 
GESL, The Meranti Project, study trips to 
overseas institutions, education conferences, 
and upcoming international service-learning 
projects, and you will nurture your talents, 
and broaden your worldview. 
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It has been a whirlwind of events this past year. 
My first few months as the Publications officer 
cum Editor-in-Chief of VOICES magazine, 
attending and reporting on various events were 
no mean feat.  However, thanks to the various 
reporters from TTC, sub-clubs, my editorial 
team and NIE staff, this issue of VOICES  
was made possible.  

Being involved in VOICES provided me with 
greater insight into the buzz of activities 
at NIE and in education in genera l. 2011’s 
Learning Festiva l organized by the BA Club 
and FSC Club’s wizardry cooking class 
provided tra inee teac hers the opportunity 
to showcase their culinary expertise just like 
Jamie Oliver and Gordon Ramsey! So who 
says NIE is lacking in pizzazz? There’s Happy 
Hour by TTC for the times you’re stressed out 
for exams, Stargazing by BSc Club to be in 

Editor’s Commentary

Director’s Message

I encourage you to engage actively in our 15 
student-led clubs. These clubs serve to connect 
you with each other, hone your leadership skills 
and help you to build lasting friendships and 
strong bonds within the teaching fraternity.  
Being active outside your academic programme 
will develop your socia l emotional competencies 
and character.

In line with the Ministry of Education’s 
unequivocal focus on a values-driven, student-
centric education, you, our student teachers,  
are at the core of all that we do.

I wish you a meaningful learning journey ahead! 

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

awe of the wonders o f the sky and many more 
activities to partake in.  

One of the important highlights of this issue is 
The Character and Citizenship Conference 2011.  
As trainee teachers, keeping up-to-date with the 
policies and development in local education is vital.  
so as to be more well-equipped and knowledgeable 
educators.  With that said, being an active 
individual on campus would develop us as model 
citizens for our future students.  

Look out for more exciting events lined up this 
semester! Get involved!

Yours truly,
Siti Noraisha Binte Mohamed Senin
TTC Publications Officer
Editor in Chief of NIE VOICES 2011/2012
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T
he 10th of October 2011 witnessed the 21st Executive 
Committee (EXCO) of the Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) 
successfully holding their Investiture Ceremony.  The 
event was graced by the Director of National Institute of 
Education, who is also the club’s Chief Advisor, Professor 

Lee Sing Kong, and Second Advisor, Associate Professor Vilma 
D’Rozario, together with Professor Tan Oon Seng and other VIPs 
consisting of Associate Deans, Sub-Deans, and other staff members 
from the Office of Teacher Education (OTE). Other distinguished 
guests included friends from the NIE sub-clubs who took the time off 
to share this joyous occasion with TTC.

Albeit sans the proverbial robes and insignia during the investiture, 
the 21st EXCO donned their formal blazer and emblazoned 
promised dedication and utmost devotion to the NIE community right 
from the get-go.  After all, it was the welfare of their fellow student-
teachers that defined TTC’s raison d’être.  The Committee, led by 
Mr. Chua Jing Kai, aspires to enrich students-teachers’ lives in NIE 
through many exciting activities that are already in the pipeline.  

Guests who turned up for the Investiture were inspired by Professor 
Lee’s speech, which beckoned all student leaders of NIE to make 
their stay here a memorable one.  It was important that everyone 
places their best foot forward in contributing to their CCAs and 
the student community that they serve.  Subsequently, the mood of 
the event became reflective as Miss Sharon Chen, the 20th EXCO 
President, recounted her nostalgic TTC journey while imploring the 
incoming EXCO to make the best of their journey ahead.  Miss 
Sharon’s swan song helped add to the solemn undertone of the 
Investiture.  The 21st EXCO took centre stage and recited the TTC 
Pledge, expressing their inner commitment to serve the student body.  
The Investiture eventually ended with everyone tucking in to the 
sumptuous banquet provided outside the venue while enjoying the 
company of great friends and colleagues.  Indeed, the Investiture 
for the 21st EXCO had concluded but the journey to a more vibrant 
campus life in NIE, well, has just begun.

* raison d’être – reason for existence

Professor Lee Sing Kong receiving a token of 

appreciation from Jing Kai. 

Perdana Putra @ Pan Ping Rui
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Honorary General Treasurer, Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), NIE-NTU

All ready to serve, provide and unite NIE to the best of their ability.

20th TTC President, Sharon Chen, handing over TTC to 

Chua Jing Kai, 21st TTC President

Trainee Teachers’ 
Club Investiture21st
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Character and Citizenship 
Education Conference 2011

T
he National Institute of Education (NIE), together with the 
Ministry of Education (MOE), jointly organized a two-
day inaugural conference on character and citizenship 
education from 8th to 9th November 2011. The Minister 
for Education, Mr Heng Swee Keat, along with the 

Director-General of Education, Miss Ho Peng and the Director of 
NIE, Professor Lee Sing Kong, graced the much-anticipated event.  
The conference carried the theme: Active & Concerned Citizens, 
Building Character for Community, which geared towards the holistic 
and social development of 21st century learners in the local context.  
The strong turnout of more than 1,200 local and overseas educators 
was a positive indicator of rising awareness about character-building 
in schools. Along with keynote and plenary speakers, the concurrent 
sessions focused on sharing useful perspectives that teachers could 
adopt in order to achieve desired outcomes in the classroom.  For 
instance, the solutions to the challenges that Singapore’s education 

Mr Heng Swee Keat giving his speech.

system is currently facing and how an educator can effectively 
develop a culture of socio-culturally sensitive individuals that 
appreciate our local history and national heritage. 

Most importantly, there were young voices that participated in the 
conference.  This led to greater significance and relevance to the 
whole approach of citizenship education.  One of such young 
voices was Miss Hannah Taylor, founder of The Ladybug Foundation 
Education Program Inc., whose social observational learning took 
place when she was five years of age.  Her personal experience of 
witnessing a stranger searching for food from a garbage dumpster, 
combined with strong support from her mother and a teacher, further 
empowered her belief that she could make a change in people’s 
lives.  While younger individuals like Hannah tend to adopt an 
idealistic approach towards moral values and compassionate stance, 
it is important that such behaviours are given realistic appraisals 
by both the teachers and the parents.  As mentioned by Professor 
Lee Wing On, character and citizenship education should not be 
‘overprescribed’, in which all unknown becomes known.  Instead, 
a mysterious element in learning should exist as future-oriented 
character and citizenship education takes a totally different 
landscape from academics.

Plenary Session 3-Young Voices 
with Hannah Taylor, Jacqueline 
Gwee, Shawn Low

Keynote speaker, 
Ms Cathryn 
Berger Kaye, 
with a participant.



The approach towards developing the moral worth of a 21st 
century learner has changed over the years, especially in a 
globalized world like today.  Likewise, Associate Professor 
Angeline Khoo highlighted the use of video games in teaching as 
an effective approach to develop students holistically.  Albeit the 
perceived negative effects of video games, prosocial behaviour 
and perspective taking were cognitive benefits that could be 
brought about through gaming.  Thus, such conceptualization 
is a testament that teachers are the key players in moulding our 
students to become multicultural and globally-engaged citizens.  This 
point was raised by Dr. Michael Goh who believed that by placing 
students’ character development as the core, the surrounding values 
and social-emotional competencies could develop into other forms 
of competencies.  The Meranti Project was also mentioned, in which 
trainee teachers in NIE undergo a two-day professional development 
programme that seeks to develop better self-awareness and grasp 
of National Education (NE) as well as how it can be taught 
creatively in the classroom.  Similarly, teachers could advocate 
service learning so as to inculcate values and character.  In her 
keynote speech, Ms Cathryn Berger Kaye emphasized that words 

Hairani Binte Asri
Year 1, Diploma in Education

Editorial Team, VOICES

Building character starts with self as portrayed by these trainee 
teachers from DanceFuzion, who had contributed their time and 
effort in perfecting their performance for the conference.
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The strong turnout of more 
than 1,200 local and overseas 
educators was a positive indicator 
of rising awareness about 
character-building in schools. 

are powerful in directing and leading to an action. Hence, such 
response-ability capabilities are important life skills that should 
be inculcated in our students so as to generate inquisitive minds 
like that of the younger Miss Taylor.  As quoted by Albert Einstein, 
“only a life lived in the service of others is worth living.”
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1Plenary Session 4 - Dr. Fatimah Lateef & Dr Tan Lai Yong.

Dr Micheal 
Goh giving 
a talk.

Professor 
Lee Wing 
On as a 
keynote 
speaker.



Director’s Retreat

Sharing opinions with the student leaders.

Leaders voicing out their thoughts and opinions

A
great leader should ideally be skilled in two kinds 
of communication. One of them would be public 
speaking, whilst the other is the leader’s ability to 
reach out to the individuals with a personal and 
sincere touch. Such leaders are often able to inspire 

the masses, providing advice and ideas for the welfare of the group 
he or she is heading as well. At the Director’s retreat 2011, we 
were able to personally witness such skills in action in the form of 
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of NIE.

Professor Lee is known to be a passionate individual, always 
enthusiastic about Teaching. Many of us were thrilled to have this 
privileged opportunity to interact with him on such a personal level 
at the retreat. Arriving punctually, the Director walked into the 
conference room with a smile that radiated warmth, thereby easing 
the tension in the room upon his arrival. Without further delay, he 
addressed the club leaders and set the direction for the upcoming 
academic year. The theme of “Harmony in Diversity” emerged forth 
during the meeting. For a campus with 15 student clubs, it is indeed 
important for each and every club to embrace the distinctive nature 
of the respective clubs. Nonetheless, it is essential to promote inter-
club relations and collaborative efforts in order to benefit the NIE 
student population at large as well.

Victory in any venture never just “happens”. It requires thorough 
planning and preparation. As such, the director’s retreat was a 
great opportunity for the various clubs to gather and share their 
plans and proposals for the year ahead. It was clear that all of the 

Leow Hui Mei
Year 1, Diploma in Education

Vice-president (Services), Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), NIE-NTU

club leaders present at the retreat believed in the importance of 
planning, as evinced by their detailed plans and proposals. Also, 
the Director gave many valuable insights and advice so as to help 
facilitate our planning of these events. I believe everyone present 
at the retreat benefitted greatly from Director’s experience and 
expertise. Although the retreat was short, the experience was indeed 
a fulfilling one. 
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I
t’s that time of the semester once again! 
Or should we say, hour instead? After 
months of planning and sourcing for 
sponsors, the much-anticipated Happy 
Hour, also known as the examination 

welfare event for all NIE students, was 
held at the U.id building on the 9th of 
November 2011.

Organised by the Trainee Teacher’s Club, 
the event drew a large crowd of up to 500 
NIE students. Of the 500, some even arrived 
as early as 9.30 a.m. in the morning to 
collect their examination welfare packages.  
Anticipation was in the air as the students 
waited to see if they were among the 
first 100 lucky recipients to receive an 
additional early bird gift alongside their 
welfare packages.  

Regardless of the waiting time, the students 
wore gleeful smiles as they peered into 

Choy Min Cheryl 
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Welfare Officer, Trainee Teacher’s Club (TTC), 
NTU-NIE

Happy Hour 2011

their welfare packages they had collected. 
And they had every reason to be so aptly 
excited! This time round, the examination 
welfare packages were brimming with gifts 
that was ideal for the study week ahead. 
There was a mix of food and beverage items 
that students could use to snack on during 
their study breaks. Also, lecture pads and 
stationery were provided which they could 
use for their revisions and study sessions. As 
a post-exam treat, the welfare packages also 
came with magazines and vouchers which 
the students could put to good use once their 
examinations were over. 

Besides collecting their welfare packages, 
the students also had the opportunity to 
determine the results of the NIE T-Shirt contest 
by placing a vote for their favourite design.  
As they ooh-ed and ahh-ed over the various 
designs, we could not help but wonder 
which three T- shirt designs would garner the 

Trainee teachers waiting in line for their welfare packages.

Satisfaction!

most votes to win the cash prizes provided.

The event ended on a happy note as the 
final examination welfare package for the 
day was claimed by a student who was all 
smiles at the fact that he was the last person 
to acquire the package.“It must be my lucky 
day!” he proclaimed victoriously.

We considered it to be a lucky day for us 
as well to have had the opportunity to bring 
some form of cheer and encouragement 
to the students who were running the final 
lap of this semester.  We are indeed look 
forward to serve and encourage the student 
population in a similar fashion each semester! 

After everything’s 

over and done with…

GROUP PHOTO Time!

Happiness!

All smiles for those who received the Welfare Pack

A systematic and orderly queue system.Every vote counts!
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BA, BSc & Club Jeux Investitures

H
uman beings are funny creatures.  
Among all the quirky things we 
love, symmetry stands out.  The 
annual investiture was drawing 
near and a good date had to be 

picked soon.  Above all, were there potential 
partners whom we can work with?  The search 
did not take long.

It was as if this was a match-make in Heaven 
as we looked back at the happenings prior 
to the investiture. Last year, representatives 
of both the BA and BSc Club, together with 
a few friends from Club Jeux gathered as a 
committee to plan for the upcoming 2011 
BA/BSc Freshmen Orientation Camp in late 

T
he evening of 5th October 2011 
saw the members of the C.L.E.A.R 
Club coming together to celebrate 
the club’s investiture, as the 9th 
Executive committee handed over 

their torch of leadership to their juniors 
who formed the 10th Executive committee 
of C.L.E.A.R Club. Graced by our club’s 
counselor, Professor Goh Guat Poh, and other 
clubs’ members, the investiture was held at LT7.

It was an event full of mixed emotions of 
happiness and sadness as we bade farewell 
and honoured our seniors for the many 

July. We went through many good times 
while tough ones drew us closer and hence, 
formed stronger relationships with one another.  
Thus, it was only natural that the trio came 
together to close a chapter of their clubs’ 
histories and to begin a new one together.

Back to symmetry, the nearest “good” date 
then, was October 11th, 2011.  Everyone was 
agreeable to it and a joint investiture was in 
place.  It did not take long for the long-awaited 
day to arrive.  We definitely had an enjoyable 
time with the guest-of-honor, Mr. Jason Loh 
(also BA Club’s founder), club advisors and 
guests who graced this special occasion.  
Each outgoing chairperson from the three 

C.L.E.A.R Club Investiture
accomplishments brought about by the 
9th Executive committee, whilst welcoming 
our club’s new and talented batch of 10th 
Executive committee. 

The event began with a memorable video 
made by our 10th Executive committee. After 
which, the Chairperson of the 9th Executive 
committee came forth to present her farewell 
speech to everyone. This was followed suit by 
the inaugurating speech of the 10th Executive 
committee’s Chairperson, Toh Ling Juan. In 
her speech, Toh Ling Juan outlined her vision 
and goals for the club in the upcoming year. 
She also emphasized the importance on 
promoting our club’s upcoming events such 

clubs gave a speech and represented 
the existing EXCO in handing over their 
respective clubs to the upcoming committee.

The evening was not only filled with 
chuckles and laughter, but also to indulge in 
nostalgic memories and inside-jokes.  It was 
an enjoyable night. I believe that the NIE 
community can look forward to an exciting 
academic year ahead with such fun-loving 
clubs serving them!

Yvonee Chew Hui Yu
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Vice-Chairperson, BSc Club

as the Chinese New Year Celebration and 
Shine @ NIE Singing Competition.  

A sequence of performances by our club 
members’ followed soon after. Our club’s 
talented singers, Poh Ying and Yi Huei 
serenaded their audience with a number 
of Korean songs. We then rounded off the 
whole investiture, with a final certificate 
presentation which had us presenting our 
club’s NIE bronze award certificate to our 
club counsellor, Professor Goh Guat Poh. 

“At this juncture we would like to congratulate 
the C.L.E.A.R Club for their achievements that 
has merited them the NIE Bronze Award, and 
also say a big Thank You To the 9th Executive 
committee for making it possible!”

This annual investiture was definitely a 
joyous occasion for all of our club members 
to get together and we are eagerly awaiting 
our next event as well. 

Kwok Wai Fung
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Immediate Vice-chairperson, C.L.E.A.R Club 

Welcome to the C.L.E.A.R Club family!

One of the performances put up by members of 
C.L.E.A.R Club

Look at them preparing the door gifts! Stephen, the incoming chairperson of 
Club Jeux, giving his speech

Tokens for the incoming EXCO
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Tan Mei Yin
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, 10th EXCO, BSc Club

BSc Club Stargazed!

“D
ear participants, we regret to inform you 
that the stargazing event will have to be 
cancelled due to the bad weather…” 
No, we will not allow that to happen this 
year! As such, Stargazing 2011 took 

place over at the rooftop of the School of Arts, Design and 
Media (ADM).

On the 23rd of September 2011, BSc Club brought this 
stargazing event back for the astronomy lovers and those 
who were often curious about the constellations up in the 
sky! Dr Ng Beng Koon, a NTU lecturer from the School of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering (EEE), facilitated the 

Committee members with Dr Tan on the far left.

The session started off with a surprise from the water 
sprinklers.  The water sprinklers, which are found across 
the grass patch, started sprinkling water for a good 10 

stargazing session.  Participants from 
different backgrounds comprising of 
not just NIE students but also NIE staff 
and their family, who wish to take up 
Astronomy as their elective were present.  

minutes.  It stopped soon enough for the session to begin.  Dr Ng started 
introducing some of the constellations and planets to the participants.  It 
turned into a very interactive and engaging activity with the use of a 
professional telescope to view the different planetary bodies.  The fantastic 
night ended with participants resting on the ground sheets, enjoying the 
spectacular view of stars across the sky, while interacting with their newly 
found friends who share this common interest. 

Round two of stargazing, anyone? 

Lining up for their turn to look into the professional telescope

Dr Ng using his super lasers to point out the constellations
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D
anceFuzion held its first ever orientation 
camp from the 28th to the 29th of September 
2011.  The camp was held with the aim of 
welcoming the juniors who have just joined 
the club, thereby fostering a closer senior-

junior relationship within the club.

The day started off with some self introduction and ice-
breaker games.  There was plenty of laughter at the 
members’ antics during the games segment.  Members 
were then broken up into groups for the next activity - An 
Amazing Race based on the game show Running Man.  
What is a dance camp without some dancing right?  Teams 
were given 5 songs which they had to sing, do a parody 
of, or dance to. They were then required to record the item 
for at least 1 minute.  Teams also had to travel all over the 
NTU campus to canteens where they had to look for a food 
item whilst they shot a dance sequence from the song list.  
While this was going on, teams also had to prevent their 
name tags from being removed by members of other teams 
they meet along the way.  Although the race was quite 
tiring, the teams had a great time recording the dance items 
and attempting to steal each others’ name tags.

Dinner was followed by a screening of the recent 
production by the club.  It gave a chance for the juniors 
to see what their seniors accomplished after almost a year 
of hard work.  Most of them were in awe at their seniors’ 
dance abilities.  The videos recorded during the race were 
then screened and members frequently broke out into 
bouts of laughter as funny moments popped up during 
their recorded performances.

DanceFuzion 
Bonding Camp

Breakfast the next day was a great opportunity 
to bond as nothing beats chatting over toast 
and coffee in the morning.  Members then had 
to split up into their groups again to design a 
new banner for the club.  Many ideas were put 
forth and a new banner is now in the making.  
Do look out for it around the campus!
Soon, it was time for the camp to come to 
a close.  After a quick debrief by the camp 
organizer, members said their goodbyes and 
went off. Despite it being a short 2 day camp, I 
am sure everyone in DanceFuzion would agree 
that they now know more about each other than 
they did before the camp.

Ong Mei Ling
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, DanceFuzion

“Hmmm, so many to choose from. 
I know!! I want this one!!!”

Hard at work designing the banner.

One’s happy he tore her tag. The other, sad…
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I
n celebration of the Mid-Autumn Festival, more than 100 NIE students of different 
races came together to interact with each other and revel in the Mid-Autumn event 
organized by the members of the C.L.E.A.R club.  The event, which was held at LT2, 
aimed to promote the understanding of the Chinese culture through the Mid-Autumn 
Festival Celebration.

Staff and students turned up early in the morning in anticipation  of the start of the 
celebration. Goodie bags were given to all who turned up.

The performers awed the audience with their performances.  The audience were moved 
by the first performance of two popular Mandarin songs, “Long Lasting Relationship” 
(rearranged with edits) and “Personalities of Summer and Autumn”. The atmosphere 
of the celebration reached its climax when the performers for the second performance, 
Beijing Opera, appeared on stage.  

Their costumes and stage make-up complemented their professional performance 
perfectly.  Our last performer gave an inspiring Wushu performance with her two routines 
of Eagle Claw and Fan.  From the feedback forms collected, we knew that everyone was 
well entertained as we received much positive and encouraging feedback.

After the exciting performances, we ended the celebration with a Lucky Draw which 
required the audience to answer riddles correctly.  Everyone was then invited to the Lunch 
Buffet provided outside LT2.  

Soh Hwee
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Immediate Vice-Chairperson, C.L.E.A.R Club
A Wushu performance 

Participants and members of C.L.E.A.R Club

A Wushu performance

Mid-Autumn
Festiva l
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T
he NIE community came together for the National 
Day Celebration on 8 August 2011. The event kicked  
off with the National Day Observance Ceremony, 
comprising a grand march-in of the staff and student 
contingent, the playing of the National Anthem, flag 

raising, and  pledge-taking. The crowd joined together in singing 
National Day songs after Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of 
NIE, shared the National Day messages. 

Student teachers and staff grabbed kachang puteh, popcorn, 
and ice-cream before gathering at the covered centre field 
for  “Runway NIE”.   Intended as a fashion-show, freshman 
student teachers from 96 GESL groups showcased their group’s 
original designs reflecting the NDP 2011 theme ‘Majulah! The 
Singapore Spirit’.  Judging was based on the concept and 
creative use of recycled materials depicting the theme, and 
presentation of their garment on the catwalk. Music and dance 
performances by student teachers and guests further enriched 
the already festive atmosphere.  Around campus, the garment 

NIE National Day    
Celebration 2011

designs, as well as ‘Tales from Our Shores’ by National Heritage 
Board were exhibited.  

The Runway NIE first prize went to Diploma group 17, who 
showcased Captain Maju -  a reflection of Singapore’s rich culture.  
The garment also embodied the values of peace, progress, justice, 
equality, and democracy. The second prize was awarded to 
Diploma group 1, who presented a fusion of Chinese, Malay and 
Indian culture in Singapore.  The model was decorated with henna 
and different accessories representing Indian culture, a Ketupat was 
made into a tube top, while a Chinese lantern was fashioned into 
a headgear. Diploma group 4 came in third place. Their dress was 
designed to represent various iconic structures in Singapore, with 
ruffles on top signifying onward dynamism and use of newspapers 
symbolising the importance of global and social awareness. 

Stephane Cheung
Assistant Head, Programme and Student Development

Office of Teacher Education

Diploma 
Group 4

Diploma 
group 7

Diploma group 
17’s Captain 
Maju clinched 
the first prize!

Models with Prof Lee Sing Kong A group photo of Diploma group 17 with their Captain Maju

Diploma 
group 18
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W
ith the push towards 
a deeper connection 
to one’s cultural roots, 
language is one 
channel to increase 

one’s cultural awareness.  As such, the 
launch of four Malay books by National 
Institute of Education (NIE), on September 
10 2011, in the Pod at The National Library 
Board, added to the current pool of Malay 
culture and education books.   The launch of 
the books was graced by Minister of State 
for the Ministry of Community Development, 
Youth and Sports, Madam Halimah 
Yacob, together with various esteemed 
literary figures such as Dr. Ariff Ahmad, 
Mr. Mohamed Latiff Mohamed and Mr. 
Suratman Markasan.  Director of NIE, Prof. 
Lee Sing Kong, Head of Asian Languages 
and Cultures (ALC), Prof Goh Yeng Seng, 
and Associate Prof Hadijah Rahmat were 
the guests of honour.    

Malay Book Launch@NLB

Shuqun Primary School students’ performance of 
“Burung Kenek-kenek”

Associate Prof Hadijah Rahmat with Mdm Halimah 
Yaakob officially launching the 4 books.

Speech by Mdm Halimah Yaakob.

Siti Noraisha Binte Mohamed Senin
Year 1, Diploma in Education

Editor-in-chief, VOICES
Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), 

NIE-NTU

Dr. Abbas receiving a token of appreciation 
from Mdm Halimah Yaakob.

To facilitate the understanding of guests, 
the event was carried out in English and 
Malay.  Emceed by a lecturer in NIE, Mdm 
Roszalina Rawi, the event with the tagline 
“Meraikan Citra Murni Insan Arif Budiman” 
launched two children’s storybooks titled 
“Burung Kenek-kenek” and “Bunga Kasih 
Ibu”.  What is interesting about the 
storybooks is that the stories are written 
in English and Malay to allow children to 
enhance their bilingualism.   

Two other books intended for general 
readers titled “Masuri S N: Sasterawan 
Melayu di Persada Dunia” and “Citra 
Murni Insan dalam Dunia Pendidikan: 
Sebuah Feskrip untuk Abbas Mohammad 
Shariff” were also launched.  Dr. Abbas, 
who gave a speech, recognized the event 
as “one of the highlights of my life as an 

educator of 40 years”.  

The guests were then entertained by 2 
performances by students from Shuqun 
Primary School who performed the song 
“Burung Kenek-kenek”, and Mr Yunus and  
Mr Zuri who sang a song inspired by a poem 
titled “Darma” written by the late Masuri S.N.  

With the addition of these four books, it 
is hoped that more Malay books will be 
launched in future to further expand the 
choices of books to gain knowledge from.
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I once tried to define ‘passion’ in one of 
my Malay Literature papers and came up 
with no satisfying word or appropriately 
worded phrase. It troubled me quite a bit 

and I had often wondered why. Going back 
in search of its roots did not help much either. 
How far back in time was I willing to plunder? 
Middle English? Old French? Medieval Latin? 
The word ‘passion’ encompasses deeply 
rooted feelings which astound and puzzle us. 
The things I see, the people I meet, and the 
words I hear and bear in NIE, help me shed 
more light on one of life’s classic questions.

This year, DanceFuzion bagged the gold 
medal in the NIE Club Award.  Running 

NIE Club & Passion Award 2011

them close to the wire were the Malay 
Language and Cultural Society and the 
Chinese Language Education and Research 
Club. These clubs and its members had 
exhibited extraordinary solidarity, fervour, 
excellence, innovation and most important 
of all, passion in their running
and execution of their activities and 
contributions to NIE and its student body.

Sitting in the room with all the winners and 
recipients of the Club and Passion Awards 
whilst listening to the Director reiterating the 
message of passion and sacrifice, replaying 
the sweet and challenging moments of a 
fruitful year with selfless individuals, many of 

whom remain in the background, I realised 
then the missing element of my aborted 
attempts at deciphering the nuances of 
passion in one fell swoop. Passion and 
sacrifice should never go without the other.

P.S. I dedicate my Passion Award to all 
the members of the 19th Trainee Teachers’ 
Club executive committee, without whom, 
my passion would have flickered more than 
just a little. 

Muhammad Herwanto Bin Johari
Past President, Trainee Teachers’ Club
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T
he annual Learning Festival at NIE was back!  The 
2011’s Learning Festival featured exciting workshops 
like Accio Epulo!, Hip Hop Dance and Western 
Calligraphy amongst many others. 

As part of the programme, we brought in members of staff, 
including Professor Lee Sing Kong, to partake in some of 
the activities. There were sixteen different workshops for the 
participants to choose from. During the tour of selected workshops, 
we visited one known as Once Upon A “Taboo” that taught the 
participants how to infuse fun into lessons by using board games 
as a teaching tool – a handy trick up our sleeves for future classes. 

Festiva l 2011

Wizard-themed treats from the FSC club. Thanks to the awesome cooks in NIE!

Joining the class and learning from the Kali-Arnis-Escrima guru, 
Dr Vicente Reyes

Enjoying a delicious cup of tea! Slurp!

Elyana Insyirah Esman
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Vice-Chairperson, BA Club

NIE Learning

We also visited a workshop introducing Kali-Arnis-Escrima, 
a form of martial arts from the Philippines.  Professor Lee 
sportingly joined the class as he tried his hands on the 
baston, a stick made of rattan that is used during the martial 
arts.  We also had the chance to join the Coffee and Tea 
Appreciation session organized by the Green Club during 
their demonstration and tasting session.  Besides the enriching 
experience, we had an opportunity to learn and smell 
different types of coffee beans from various parts of the world. 
We then headed to the magical world of Harry Potter in our 
very own food laboratory where the Family and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS) Club shared creative wizard treats such as 
Butterbeer and Harry Potter themed cupcakes.  

Learning Festival 2011, laced with the various exciting 
workshops, was indeed a great success. On behalf of the 
Bachelor of Arts Club, we would like to extend our gratitude 
to all staff and students for participating in this fun-tastic event! 
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C
hristmas- A joyous season of 
the year which wouldn’t be 
complete without a perfect 
Christmas Turkey, presents or 
candy canes! Students from 

the Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) 
Club were privileged to do just that, as they 
were taught to whip up an early Christmas 
feast with renowned Chef Eric Low. He 
was cordially invited to NIE on the 28th 
of October, Friday, to head a Christmas 
Cooking Workshop that aimed to teach 
its participants how to prepare a perfect 
Christmas dinner. The workshop comprised 
of hands- on cooking demonstrations and 
tips on how to prepare a moist and juicy 
Roast turkey, delicious pots of cream soup 
and soft, creamy mash potatoes which 
served as excellent accompaniments to the 
Christmas meal. 

Known as one of the must-have items on 

A WHOLE-LY Christmas 
Cooking Workshop

the menu during the Christmas Season, 
the participants were taught how to make 
a Roast Turkey with Mushroom Chestnut 
Stuffing and Homemade Orange Cranberry 
Marmalade. For those who have not tried 
making this on your own, you should 
definitely should give it a go! The recipe is 
rather straightforward and requires of you 
only simple ingredients that can be found in 
the supermarkets easily. It is definitely a dish 
that is worth trying! 

Chef Eric Low showed the participants the 
art of carving the roasted turkey into fine 
thin slices. One of the tips that he shared 
with the class was to ensure that the roasted 
turkey should be allowed to rest for at 
least 30 minutes after it has been removed 
out of the oven. This enables the turkey to 
retain all of its tasty juices. At the end of the 
workshop, everyone got to taste the mouth-
watering slices of the roast turkey topped 

with warm, smooth mashed potatoes. The 
flavours were simply delectable. Though 
it was only October, it already felt like 
Christmas!

This workshop greatly enhanced the 
cooking skills of the student-teachers and 
also served as a platform for the Diploma 
and Degree Education students to interact 
and share their cooking experiences with 
one another. The students were ecstatic at 
the end of the workshop as they devoured 
their delicious creations. On this happy 
and festive note, we also humbly request all 
of you to look out for more of FCS Club’s 
upcoming workshops! Thank You!

Inderjit Kaur
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, Family and Consumer Sciences 
(FCS) Club

What’s in 
store for us?

Hmmm… 
What have 

we got here?

Say “Cheeeeese-mas”

Man of the 
“house”

Let’s see 
if we can 
do a better 
job. Girl 
power!

And… it was a success!
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Khoo Lee Kuan
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Student Advisor, 
Family and Consumer Sciences Club

The Magic o f Cooking – 
Accio Epulo! Learning Festiva l 2011

T
here was a definite air of 
exuberance and excitement as 
NIE students from varying majors 
entered the Family and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS) Food Laboratory, 

tucked away at a corner of the campus.   
From the outside, the FCS lab looks like any 
typical tutorial room.  Upon entering the lab 
however, one is in for a wonderful surprise 
as the room is filled with a vast array of 
kitchen tools and equipment, just waiting 
for magic to happen.  For most of the 
participants, it was their first time attending 
a workshop by FCS. But there was no doubt 
that they were in for a fun-filled time!

The workshop began with the baking of 
the “Harry Potter Master Piece Cupcakes”, 
which were decorated by the students 
themselves with multi-coloured and 
flavoured fondant- a sculpt-able icing made 
from a thick sugar paste.  Whilst waiting 
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The Learning Festival cooking workshop is 
a yearly event held by the FCS Club.  Each 
year, the highly-anticipated workshop is 
planned around a central theme, featuring 
one of the more well-known cuisines.  This 
year, however, FCS Club was inspired 
by the fanfare of mouth-watering dishes 
featured in the popular series of Harry 
Potter books and movies. The committee 
decided to then base the cooking 
workshop and dishes on the Harry Potter 
phenomenon, which explains the title of 
the workshop, “Accio Epulo! A Magical 
Feast Awaits” was born.  Besides having 
live cooking demonstrations by our club 
members, a FCS-trained student facilitator 
was attached to each pair of participants, 
so as to ensure that they were on the right 
track during the cooking class.  So do 
join us next year for a guaranteed time of 
absolute fun and learning in the FCS Lab!  
Do remember to sign up quickly so as to 
avoid disappointment as places fill up fast 
every year.  Also, do look out for our other 
events lined up for the rest of the year by 
the new committee for not only students, 
but for the staff of NIE as well.  Till then, 
keep the magic alive!

for the cupcakes to bake, the participants 
occupied themselves by creating the 
“Mystical Philosopher’s Stones”- a sweet 
treat of rice crispies, peanut butter and 
marshmallows, covered generously with 
melted dark chocolate and honey. 

Next up on the menu were the “Magical 
Golden Eggs”.  Boiled quails’ eggs were 
encased in a layer of pre-marinated minced 
chicken, before dipping them into a beaten 
egg and dusting them with breadcrumbs. 
They were then deep-fried till they turn a 
perfect golden-brown.  To wrap up the 
entire session, participants were shown 
how to make butter beer, a signature 
beverage of the wizarding world.  Shortly 
afterwards, everyone was treated to a fresh 
brew of this undoubtedly unique beverage 
made out of Butterscotch sauce, root beer, 
topped with vanilla ice-cream.  It was 
certainly a magical feast worth waiting for!

Our director giving the 
freshly brewed butterbeer a 
try - and liking it!

Miniature Scotch eggs - the hot 
favourite amongst everyone

Participants enjoying 
themselves while 
working together

Butterbeer - the signature beverage 
of the wizarding world

Participants learnt to make and decorate Harry 
Potter-themed cupcakes from scratch
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YEP @ Vietnam
student teachers set out on a YEP 
project to Vietnam last semester. 
YEP, or Youth Expedition Project, 
is a programme supported by

the National Youth Council. It aims 
to expose youths to various local and 
overseas communities. 

For this YEP, we collaborated with CDAC@
Tampines for both local projects, and 
ECOVietnamGroup for the overseas project.

The main focus of the local project was to 
conduct a workshop for CDAC@Tampines 
volunteers on teaching, specifically 
questioning techniques. CDAC@Tampines 
volunteers had previously given suggestions 
on what they would like to know about.

While overseas, we focused on a similar 
idea – to conduct workshops for volunteers 
in ECOVietnamGroup regarding teaching. 
During the reconnaissance trip, the situation 
ECOVietnamGroup conveyed to us was that 
when they liaise with overseas teams for 

teaching projects, students do not appear 
interested in the lessons and neither is the 
memory retention rate high. One aspect 
the NIE team could help was to share 
what we knew about delivery of lessons to 
the NGO’s team. 

In mid-December, the team flew to Ho Chi 
Minh City. Activities there were split into 
two areas: delivery of lessons and skills 
transfer, and interaction with children in the 
orphanage. 

Many question the use of YEP. “If one wants 

to help, there are so many avenues and 
needy in Singapore, why go overseas?” 

For me, YEP is not just about service. It 
is also a chance for people to engage in 
discussions about community service and 
teaching. In our group discussions, I had 
opportunities to observe what others thought 
about teaching, volunteering and on a less 
philosophical side, exchanged practical 
ideas about teaching.

Leong Si Min
Year 4, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Co-leader, YEP to Vietnam 2011

13
Having a class

At the 
workshop for 
ECO Vietnam 
Group

Playing with 
children at the 
orphanage

F
or the third consecutive year, NTU 
organized Parents’ Day to foster 
better relationships between our 
trainee teachers and their family 
members or guardians.  Many 

student leaders volunteered to help out for 
the event held on October 1st 2011.  I was 
both grateful and honoured to be given 
the opportunity to assist as the Master of 
Ceremonies despite being new to the event. 

Housed in NTU since 1991, NIE is the 
only educational institute where students 
can pursue a degree and/or a diploma in 
teaching. Family members of NIE students 
were cordially invited to fully comprehend the 

Nanyang Technological University Parents’ Day

Chua Jing Kai
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

President, Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), NIE-NTU
(Pictures credit to Yvonee Chew and Siti Mariam)

lives of these trainee teachers in the campus.

After the interactive question and answer 
session at the Nanyang Auditorium, guests 
were invited to the NIE campus for a tour 
and several presentations. Professor Tan 
Oon Seng, Dean of Teacher Education, 
gave an opening address where he shared 
many valuable insights on teaching.  It 
was important that both student leaders 
and guests acknowledged the speech with 
widened perspectives. 

Miss Yvonee Chew, a second year Bachelor 
of Science in Education student, shared with 
guests the journey that she had embarked 

on in NIE and how it impacted her life 
and familial ties.  From this, parents and 
guardians would be more able to provide 
the necessary moral support for our 
student teachers.  Subsequently, the student 
leaders took on the role of tour guides and 
facilitated campus tours.

The event concluded with a sharing session 
over lunch between the guests and student 
leaders together with staff members. Most 
parents voiced general concerns which 
were reassured by different members of 
the institute.  Although the event lasted  
only a few hours, the concerted efforts of 
the organizers should be encouraged and 
applauded as the well-being of our student 
teachers were being regarded as the 
utmost priority.
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GESL group “Team Welders” 
felt that transient workers 
in Singapore tended to be 
taken for granted despite their 

strong presence within our community. 
Their project aimed to dispel common 
assumptions of transient workers, enhance 
their emotional well-being, and promote 
societal acknowledgement of such workers 
in Singapore. To understand the needs 
and difficulties faced by the workers, the 
team partnered with a non-government 
organization (NGO), Transient Workers 
Count Too (TWC2), to gather information. 
They met with some transient workers and 
had meals with them at Cuff Road. The 
group planned a one-day excursion to 
Sentosa as the workers had never been to 
Sentosa and had requested to go there.

The workers enjoyed the outing and their 
interaction with the NIE student teachers. 
Throughout the project, Team Welders 
was challenged to overcome economic, 
social, language, and cultural barriers in 
order to understand the difficulties faced 
by the transient workers. The team learnt 
two very important lessons: To challenge 
one’s assumptions and to put their client or 

Service Learning Day 2011

T he project Love Across Languages 
reflects the “five love languages” 
by Dr Gary Chapman through a 
series of games and activities for the 

single parents and children of HELP Family 
Service Centre (HELP FSC). According to 
Dr Chapman, the five love languages are: 
words of affirmation, quality time, receiving 
gifts, acts of service, physical touch. Many 
single-parents cannot spend quality time 
with their children as they have to juggle 
multiple roles. The goal of the event was to 
foster understanding of oneself and discover 
one’s own personal love language, and to 
affirm the love between parent and child.

Fourteen single-parent families participated 
in the one-day programme held at NIE. The 
morning activities promoted ‘Quality Time’ 
and ‘Physical Touch’ through blind folding 
a member of the family. The experiences of 
observing this interaction within the families 
validated our belief that the love languages 
introduced by Dr Chapman is essential 
to improve their ability to communicate 
and show affection for one another. The 
afternoon activities focused on ‘Acts of 
Service’, ‘Receiving Gifts’ and ‘Words of 
Affirmation’. In one activity, parent and child 
were given an opportunity to write to each 
other through pieces of artwork that formed 

beneficiary at the heart of their project. 
Team Welders created a facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-
Welders/146343875428647 to continue 
spreading awareness about the lives, 
experiences and needs of transient workers 
in Singapore. Do check out their facebook!

Service Learning Day was held on 21 September 2011. The event showcased 14 service learning projects 
carried out by Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) groups from the PGDE (Sec) Jan 2011 intake. 

Three PGDE Secondary GESL groups represented their groups and shared their experiences at LT1.

Project: Joy Overdue

Project: Love Across Languages

the word “Love”. The messages held special 
meaning for the families and encouraged 
them to share verbal forms of affection.

The project provided an opportunity 
to observe and gain insights into the 
struggles of single-parenthood and the 
personal love languages that emanates. 
The GESL group learned that it is love 
and effective communication that make a 
genuinely happy family, not permutation 
of parents, number of children, or social 
economic background.



T his GESL Group 
introduced the art of 
photography to students 
of NorthLight School 

with the aims of providing an 
outlet for the students’ creativity 
and empowering them with 
a skill that can help prepare 
them for lifelong learning and 
employability. Through the 
project, the team also designed 
teaching resources designed 
for the photography 
club and photos 
which have been 
mounted for 

Project: NLS NE Photo Trail
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NIE Wellness Centre
The NIE Wellness Centre provides psychological and counseling services to  
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological  
University students and to the general public offering affordable  
psychological services and counseling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the centre at this number 6790 3318.

http://www.ps.nie.edu.sg/WELLNESS.htm

The NIE Wellness Centre operating hours :  

9am to 5pm (Mon - Fri)

5pm to 9pm (Mon - Thurs upon request)

The NIE Wellness Centre is located in  

the basement of the Education Building  

(Block 2) at the National Institute or Education.

Designed & Printed by KHL Printing Co Pte Ltd

exhibition.

The programme 
for students was 
structured in three 
stages: to include 
basic photography 
lessons with the 
photography club, to create resources for 
teachers, and to supervise the club after the 
project. It was then followed by a photo trail to 
the Katong area. The trail gave an opportunity 
for students to look through the kaleidoscope of 
Singapore culture. Each pit-stop was designed 
to incorporate rich cultural components along 
with the photo-activity. 

A photo post-processing lesson was conducted 
to expose students to digital technology and 
photo enhancement processes. Lessons on 
their experiences and a photo exhibition 
at NorthLight School were encapsulated in 
a sharing session. The students thoroughly 
enjoyed the programme and the NE Trail. They 
demonstrated competence in picking up skills 
and translating their talent into art.

Through interacting with a diverse group of at-
risk students, the group learned to provide the 
right impetus and tap on their inquisitiveness, 
and discovered that these students are well-
behaved and motivated learners. Educators 
should also look at the diverse needs beyond 
academic aspects of education.
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