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international
practicum

A few student teachers share their 
reflections on having traveled 
to a different country for their 
international practicum.

NIE has put in place opportunities for selected Bachelor of 
Arts (Education)/ Bachelor of Science (Education) students 
to do a 5-week Teaching Assistantship in schools in countries 

like Denmark, Finland, New Zealand, Switzerland, Taiwan ROC 
and the United States of America. Through the International 
Practicum, the student teachers will have the opportunities to:

 
1. Develop practical 
awareness and appreciation of 
the role of a teacher;
 
2. Gain practical experience in 
helping their CTs plan lessons, 
prepare resources, manage 
students, facilitate group work 
and/or conduct part of the 
lessons;
 
3. Broaden their understanding 
of the realities of teaching and 
learning from an international 
perspective;

 
4. Gain an understanding of 
classroom environment of a 
different educational system;
 
5. Learn more about pupils in 
a different culture and develop 
skills to respond appropriately. 
 
6. Develop skills and capacities 
for observation and reflective 
learning;
 
7. Develop an awareness of 
service expectations and 
professional norms

Chloe Ong 
University College 
Capital, Denmark  
May 2013
 
Attached to: 
Randersgades Skole

Teaching English and Mathematics 
in a Danish context was a 
pleasurable experience, thanks 

to my three admirable teachers – Metha, 
Mette, and Rikke. Their unfailing support 
during the conduct of my lessons has 
shown me what mentorship means. 
Possibilities abound in their classrooms. 
Particularly, I am grateful for the trust, 
confidence and autonomy that they have 
conferred upon me. Mette, especially, has 
greatly emboldened me – no Singaporean 
teacher will tell me to waltz into class 
and deliver without a lesson plan!  
 
Not forgetting the University Collage 
Capital (UCC) International Practicum 
students Astrid and Nan, whom I have 
forged close bonds with. Their hospitality 
has enriched my perspective of the 
Danish culture; they have demonstrated 
the Danish art of ‘hygge’. Additionally, 
interacting with student teachers from 
Austria, Spain and Holland has allowed 
me a much broader world perspective.

This was definitely one of my most 
memorable experiences in NIE. 
Teaching at Malling Skole was an 

experience that allowed me to learn in 
many aspects. The thought of having to 
teach Danish students was intimidating, 
especially with my lack of teaching 
experience. However, my Coordinating 
Teacher, Tina, and the teaching staff 
were very encouraging all the way, and 
proved to be of invaluable assistance in 
my learning. Although the initial lessons I 
taught were not the best, I found myself 
improving with their help. At the end of 
the five weeks, I found myself wishing 
that I could stay on for a longer period of 
time to be a teacher there.  
 

Brandon Boh
VIA College, 
Denmark 
May 2013
 
Attached to:   
Malling Skole

The international practicum was 
my first experience abroad on 
my own with another friend. 

It was an eye-opening experience 
that definitely allowed me to grow 
professionally and personally.  
 
In the States, I managed to converse 
with people from all walks of life like 
Professors, Deans, mentors, teachers, 
students, student-teachers, etc.. Each 
of them introduced new perspectives 
and knowledge to me. On top of that, 
the trip has expedited my personal 
growth. With the many observations 
that I have made, I came home with 
new perspectives and insights, which 
made me behave and conduct myself 
slightly different than before. Not 
forgetting the friendships forged.

Beatrice Tan
University of 
Santa Barbara, 
California 
Nov-Jan 2014

Attached to: Dos Pueblos High School
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