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Year 1 School Experience
21 Jul - 1 Aug 2014 
St Anthony’s Pri School & Nanyang Girls’ High School

Nur Syazwani Bte Shoffie 
Second-Year, BA (Ed) / English and Drama

International 
P r a c t i c u m

Foo YingTing
Third-Year, Bachelor of Science (Education)

12 May - 19 June 2014
Randersgades Skole
Denmark, Copenhagen

WhY DID YOu DECIDE TO SIGN uP 
FOR INTERNATIONAL PRACTICum? 
I wanted to step out of my 
comfort zone to explore, learn 
and grow, and make my university 
life as encirching as possible. 
I believed this experience 
would help me to become more 
independent and mature. Also, I 
was interested in finding more 
about the education systems in 
European countries. 

WhAT WERE ThE mAIN ThINGS 
YOu DID DuRING PRACTICum?
We spent the first three days in 
Denmark attending a two-day 
course in the host university, 
University of College Capital 
(UCC). For the next two weeks, 
we observed how the Denmark 
teachers taught in the school. 
For the third to fifth week, we 
were assigned to teach a Grade 
5 (Pri 5) and Grade 6 (Pri 6) 
class English and Maths.  

hOW WAS IT LIKE DEALING WITh ThE 
vARIOuS GROuPS OF PEOPLE DuRING 
YOuR PRACTICum? 
The principal, Head of Departments, 
Teachers and supervisors were all 
very friendly and supportive towards 
our teaching style and the lesson 
plans that we crafted for the classes. 
I felt comfortable asking them for any 
help or advice. 

WhAT WAS YOuR BEST mEmORY?
My best memory from practicum was 
Caramel Day in Randersgades Skole. 
It’s an annual tradition that the school 
celebrates in conjunction with the 
graduation of the Grade 9s. On this 
day, graduating students would get to 
dress up in any costume. At noon, they 
would be given one hour to run around 
the whole school with waterguns. As 
a “reward” for getting shot, juniors 
would be able to get sweets from 
the seniors. What I found interesting 
was the inter-level bondedness, and 
how the whole school had rallied to 
support the graduating students. Also, 
the teachers showed their love for the 
students by participating actively too!

WhAT WAS ThE GREATEST ChALLENGE?
I feel that the greatest challenge is 
the language barrier, as English is 
not their first language in Denmark. 
Thus, it is quite a challenge to 
communicate with the students 
especially when giving instructions 
and trying to explain some difficult 
mathematical/English terms. 

WhAT ADvICE WOuLD YOu GIvE TO A 
STuDENT TEAChER GOING FOR ThIS 
PRACTICum?
Go with an open mind. Be flexible 
and adaptable and learn as much 
as you can because it is definitely a 
worthwhile and fulfilling experience. 
More importantly, enjoy every 
moment there!

hOW IS INTERNATIONAL PRACTICum 
DIFFERENT FROm ThE PRACTICumS 
DONE IN SINGAPORE?
The work load such as preparing for 
lessons is less tedious as we get to 
teach in a pair during international 
practicum, while in Singapore they 
have to teach the class individually. 
This definitely makes it less 
stressful!

There is also a lot of trust and 
respect between the teachers and 
students. The teachers and students 
are like friends yet at the same time 
students still respect teachers as an 
authority figure. 

 

The PRacticum 
Diaries

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? | It consisted mainly of two 
weeks of observing lessons. I occasionally helped with 
classroom management, interacting and facilitating 
classroom discussions among students.

BEST MEMORY? |  Helping out in a drama lessons. 
You can see how the classroom dynamics constantly shift 
and how the students gradually warm up to you through 
kinesthetic activities. It’s also heartwarming to watch 
students share their personal stories in relation to the lesson.

GREATEST CHALLENGE? | There wasn’t anything 
in particular that I found a challenge, except perhaps maybe 
distance? Nanyang Girls’ was an hour away from my house. 
Also, there was the initial fear of getting lost in the school!

ADVICE TO GIVE? | Practically, I would advise them 
to dress appropriately.  Also, always take the initiative to 
familiarize yourself with the school’s environment!

Year 2 teaching assistantship
30 June - 1 Aug 2014 | Fuchun Primary School

Rachel Tan Shiya
Third-Year, BA (Ed) / English, Math, Music

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? | I observed classes and 
occasionally assisted the teacher in carrying out learning 
activities that were designed to cater to students with 
different learning proficiencies. I also helped to handle a 
couple of ‘problematic’ students.

BEST MEMORY? |  The interaction with students! I 
was attached to a primary 2 class so the pupils were easily 
excitable and cheery! The day-to-day interactions with them 
kept me looking forward to school each day.

GREATEST CHALLENGE? | Knowing how to make 
the most out of my time during the practicum as we are 
basically required to just observe. I had to take the initiative 
to ask for opportunities to teach even when the school did 
not allocate this to me. This then allowed me to practise 
writing lesson plans and carrying them out.

YEar 3 Teaching Practice I
30 Jul - 1 Aug 2014 | Jurong West Primary School

Tan Kai Lin 
Fourth-Year, BSc (Ed) / Math, English, Science

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? | I observed for the 1st and 2nd 
week. From the 3rd to 5th week, I was assigned to teach for 
twenty periods, and I was graded on some of the lessons. I 
was also required to sit in and be involved in level assembly, 
contact time and Form Teacher Guidance Period.

BEST MEMORY? |  Spending time with my fellow 
practicum friends. When I was swarmed with work, or felt 
discouraged after an ineffective lesson, they were always 
there to help me and provide me with moral support. 

GREATEST CHALLENGE? | Maintaining order in the 
classroom while keeping an eye out for every pupil’s needs 
during lessons. When I first started teaching, the pupils 
would come up to me for all sorts of reasons, “May I go to 
the toilet?” “Teacher, she stole my eraser.” Looking back, I 
felt more like a nanny than a teacher!

ADVICE TO GIVE? | Remember your 
pupils’ names! It makes a great impact on 
how your pupils respond to you. Also, if you 
are absent-minded like me, it will help to 
label your belongings (i.e. markers, bell, 
thumb-drive and red pens) with your name! 

Year 4 teaching practice II
Chong Zi Yi

Graduate, BSc (Ed) / Chemistry, Physics

BEST MEMORY? |  Observing my students brainstorm 
aloud for an answer when I posed a question! Their curiosity 
and creativity resulted in many interesting, albeit a little 
absurd, answers. It was a joy to see the glow in their eyes!

GREATEST CHALLENGE? | Producing lesson 
packages and materials. Being a trainee, I was not allowed 
to use school resources wholly and had to come up with my 

24 Feb - 9 May 2014 | Macpherson Secondary School

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? | I was 
expected to adapt to the staff and student 
environment given to me and churn out 
teaching and learning resources that 
would reflect my classroom management 
capabilities and pedagogical knowledge. 
We had several observations where we 
would be graded on.

own materials. My eyes were glued to 
PowerPoint and Word on days when a lesson 
observation was due the next day.

ADVICE TO GIVE? | Be proficient with 
your lesson plans and know what you want to 
achieve in each lesson. Also, be humble and 
accept criticism whenever they come!

ADVICE TO GIVE? | Form good 
            bonds with fellow trainee 

 teachers because they will 
     be the ones spurring you 

on, spending most time 
     with you in the staff 

room and telling you 
jokes to brighten up

   your day! 


