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The Teacher

To teach in the midst of a world where uncertainties abound;

To be a member of each family in school, yet belong to none;

To nurture what nature has created with affection and love;

To share all sufferings anywhere at anytime;

To discern vocations and help mould the future;

To heal all wounds both big and small;

To solve mysteries yet unable to explain their own mysterious

passion;

To make yesterday’s dream and today’s ambition a reality

tomorrow;

To be a father of discipline and mother of comfort;

To go from home to school each day with zeal and compassion;

To bring from school to the world a sense of hope and joy;

To have a heart of fire for motivating and a heart of

tenderness for consoling;

To be a doctor of the mind, the heart and the soul;

My God, what a life!

And it is yours, O teacher of life.
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What event:
Trainee Teachers Club (TTC) 13th Exco
Investiture and Student Leaders’ Retreat 2003.

When:
22 December 2003 from 12.20pm -  4.30pm.

Where:
The Bayshore Condominium situated along
East Coast Road.

VIP Guest:
Guest-of-Honor Director of NIE,
Professor Leo Tan. Other
distinguished guests included A/P
Vilma D’Rozario, Mrs Koh Sou
Keaw and Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong.

Participants:
TTC Exco and members of various
NIE sub clubs.

The aim:
1) Investiture ceremony for TTC
Exco.
2) Leaders’ Retreat to bond and
discuss NIE campus issues.
3) Pre-Christmas cum Year-End
celebration lunch.

The result:
1) TTC 13th Exco was officially
sworn in by Director, Prof Leo Tan.
2) Various sub club members got to
know one another better.
3) Discussions among various sub
club members on improving campus
spirit will be proposed through TTC
to the relevant authorities.

TTC Investiture & Leaders’ Retreat

Liew Soh Yee Shauna
Honorary  Treasurer
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Logistical Officer
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Peer Support Officer
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We are the main body for trainee teachers, and are directly linked
to the Nanyang Technological University’s Students’ Union (NTUSU).

We collaborate actively with our sub clubs and other organizations.
We are keen on providing a channel of communication for our trainees
and this can be done through our very own publication newsletter,
NIE Voices.

These are some of our planned activities for the year 2004.
1. Freshmen Orientation Camps
2. Teacher Culture Day
3. National Day Celebrations
4. Racial Harmony Day

5. Student Leaders’ Retreat
6. Examination Outreach
7. NIE Charity Bazaar

Of course there are more activities being planned, feel free to
offer your ideas and suggestions to our Honorary-General Secretary,
Ms Deline Lu at deline_ttc@hotmail.com

If you feel the call to shoulder the responsibilities of the trainee
teacher population and take on the exciting challenges that come
with it, please contact our President, Ms Sharon Eng at
sharon_ttc@hotmail.com

Individuals who have chosen to make a difference in their lives as well as yours!

Group photo of the newly elected members of TTC.

Family shot of TTC & Student Leaders of NIE.

My dearest friends,

Welcome back to school!
Hope you all enjoyed the

holidays and caught up on a much
needed rest.

I am sure many of you would
have taken the opportunity to
travel overseas, catch up on sleep,
practice playing pool, meet up
with old friends, exercise, etc…

But there are also trainee
teachers who used this opportunity
to enrich themselves in holiday
courses, camps, retreats and
overseas expeditions. Then, there
are those who spent sleepless
nights surfing the net, chatting on
ICQ, messaging on Friendsters
and even surfing for ideas to
produce this Voices Newsletter.

Since we are on the topic of
spending holidays, let me take this
opportunity to tell you more about
some of the trainee teachers who
spent a lot of time doing NIE-
related activities. There is the
annual Inter-School Games which
involves PESS; The Youth
Expedition Project (YEP) which
many trainee teachers participated
in. The various sub clubs also had
their own activities. The NIE
Voices Publication team had to
work tirelessly to produce this
newsletter. The Trainee Teachers
Club had to plan their Investiture
cum Student Leaders’ Retreat as
well as oversee the well being of
all the sub clubs in NIE.

My point is, why not take this
opportunity while you study in
NIE to do something challenging
for yourself! It does not have to
be joining a club, but joining one
is certainly a challenge.

Take the TTC for example.
How often are you given a few
hundred dollars in budget to go

shopping for goodies to pack into the Exam Outreach
goodie bag?? Or go hiking on a YEP overseas adventure
where you serve communities while learning and having
fun.

As teachers-to-be, it will be imperative that we are
all rounded individuals instead of being competent in just
teaching. We often hear that a teacher has to be a nurse,
nanny and law enforcer all at the same time.

I hope many of you will take this wonderful
opportunity to enrich your life by joining a club and
equipping yourself with the skills and experiences that
comes along with it.

I wish you all a Happy Lunar New Year and Selamat
Hari Raya.

I’ll leave you with a reflection I wrote during my
contract teaching and hope it inspires you.
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The NIE Butterfly Garden was
officially launched by Director of
NIE, Dr. Leo Tan on 18
November 2003. Pupils from
Corporation Primary School, who
themselves have a butterfly
garden at their school, were
fortunate indeed to be amongst
the first to get up close and
personal with some butterflies,
imbibing knowledge from what
had to be a very intimate learning
environment. The four walls of
the traditional classrooms were
replaced by the lush greenery that
is the Butterfly Garden, which is
situated next to Block 7, near the
greenhouse.

According to the past-president
of the NIE Green Club, Mr.
Muhamad Zaki bin Jalil, the idea
of the Butterfly Garden was first
mooted by Dr. Vilma D’Rozario,
herself a volunteer with the
Nature Society (Singapore)
which promotes butterfly

Gardening for Butterflies at NIE
gardening at schools. Through the
tireless efforts of the NIE Green
Club, and the invaluable
assistance and expertise afforded
by NIE and NTU professors and
the Nature Society, the idea
materialised into a beautiful
reality. Dr. D’Rozario revealed
that the objectives for setting up
the Garden were manifold, one of
which was to attract native
butterflies to campus. This would
not only make the campus a
prettier place, but also help
encourage the proliferation of our
very own native species of
butterflies, many of which are
threatened because of habitat
loss. Besides adding beauty and
colour to our campus, having
butterflies and butterfly-attracting
plants on campus ensures we
have an outdoor classroom where
trainee teachers can learn, and
later teach about life cycles.
Hopefully by learning outdoors,
our trainees will be more

encouraged to bring their own
teaching outdoors so that the
children whom they teach in the
future will benefit from learning
from the field, and not be only
classroom-bound.

Though the Butterfly Garden has
only been just newly opened,
plans are already underway for
expansion. These include the
introduction of more butterfly-
attracting plants. However, to
ensure its continued viability, it
is hoped that more staff and
trainees will visit the Garden
regularly, and volunteer to assist
in maintaining the Garden.
Anyone who is interested may
contact Zaki at
bpelari@yahoo.com.sg

Other resources
Nature Society (Singapore)
http://www.nss.org.sg/
NIE Green Club
http://www.niegreen.net/

Jointly organized by Scholastic
Asia and CSH Educational
Resources Pte Ltd, a stimulating
workshop was held on 24
November 2003 at the Raffles
Town Club. A total of 150
participants, predominated by
NIE trainee teachers, attended the
3-hour long workshop.

The objective of the workshop
was to equip primary school
teachers with innovative ideas,
up-to-date strategies and
activities from numerous
Scholastic classroom teaching
resources to support literacy
programmes.

The presenter, Linda Warfel from
Scholastic Asia, enthused the
audience with her technique of
“easy, effective and inexpensive

Learning
Creative
Ideas for the
Classroom

resources and strategies”. Warfel
advocated Howard Gardner’s
model of multiple intelligences,
encouraging teachers to
incorporate a blend of best
strategies to suit different
learning styles. Mini books, word
walls, file folder activities, games
and simple learning centers were
demonstrated as ideas for the
c l a s s r o o m . F u l l - c o l o u r
workbooks aimed to provide
careful phonics instruction, as
well as reading, writing, listening
and speaking practices for
beginning students.

Children’s reading development
was much emphasized and
Warfel encouraged teachers to
balance fiction with non-fiction
literature. Fiction definitely
endears younger students more,

but the latter could provide a sense
of reality to young readers and
would also be a good source of
knowledge.

Participants were shown the works
of famous authors and illustrators,
for instance, award-winning
children’s title: On Market Street
written by Arnold Lobel and
illustrated by Anita Lobel; Clifford
at the Circus by Norman Bridwell;
David Goes to School by David
Shannon etc.

Multicultural and alternative
viewpoint stories were noteworthy.
Yes, many of us have heard of the
fable Three Little Pigs (the original),
but have you considered perhaps
giving your students this title: True
Story of the Three Little Pigs (by
A. Wolf) which was told obviously

REPORTED BY ROSALIE CHAN H.L.
EDITED BY CHERINE TAN

BY KELVIN LEE

Prof Leo Tan planting a Crown Flower plant to mark the launch of the garden.

Students from Corporation Primary and NIE staff admiring the wonders of nature.

Trainee teacher, Tim Tan, sharing with Corporation
Primary pupils the life cycle of a butterfly.

A Plain Tiger butterfly sipping nectar.
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On 21 November 2003, a number
of NIE trainees interested in
service-learning organised a trip
to the Sungei Buloh Wetland
Reserve for youth of the
Muscular Dystrophy Association
of Singapore (MDAS). The
Nature Society (Singapore)
provided nature guides for the
outing, and invited seven pupils
from Si Ling Primary School to
join in this excursion. After the
initial ice-breaker games,
everyone attended a lecture by
Nature Society volunteers who
brought to our attention the
wonderful varieties of mangrove
flora and fauna that awaited
everyone along the mangrove
boardwalk. Armed with this new
information and worksheets, the
eager beavers set out to begin
their journey of discovery. Taking

the boardwalk route, they saw
firsthand and up-close various
species of plants and animals
which reside in the mangroves,
including tree-climbing crabs,
mudskippers, and even a
sunbathing monitor lizard! This
was enriching as it was exciting,
adding a new dimension to their
learning experience, as was
evidenced by everyone’s constant
chattering and inquisitive queries.
After a full morning’s worth of
learning in Mother Nature’s
classroom, everyone headed back
to the Visitors’ Centre for a de-
brief of what they had seen, heard
and smelled with much
enthusiasm earlier. All that
learning and moving around
through the Reserve certainly
whet their appetite for a good
lunch and because of the

Communing with Nature and Each Other

thoughtfulness of the NIE
volunteers, a good lunch
everybody did have. That was not
all. The Si Ling Primary School
pupils and the MDAS youth each
received a souvenir and a
certificate of participation.
However, the best thing that they
took home was no doubt the new
knowledge that they had
acquired, and the warm
friendships that they had forged.
Kudos to the volunteers from NIE
and the Nature Society
(Singapore).

Find out more
Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve
http://www.sbwr.org.sg/
Nature Society (Singapore)
http://www.nss.org.sg/
NIE Green Club
http://www.niegreen.net/

from the Wolf’s perspective, where he
argued that he was given excessive
bad press and should not be blamed
for blowing at the pigs’ houses as he
had a bad cold! Instead, attention
should turn to the substandard
construction of the houses. On why
he had to eat up the pigs, the indignant
Mr. Wolf has only this to offer:
“Granny told me never to waste
food.”

Indeed, ridiculous this story may
sound, but such stories certainly
prompt students to look at
unquestioned terrain from the other
side of the coin!

Although the concepts and ideas
presented in the workshop were not
entirely new or novel since they were
methods that have been used all the
time by local teachers, it did

rejuvenate teachers and
reinforced the concept of
engaging learners in the
classroom. A primary school
teacher, Lim, who has taught for
twelve years, noted that with
these simple yet virtually costless
ideas, she felt once again
energized to inject more fun in
teaching and learning in her
primary two class using regalia,
props and drama. Storytelling
could be enhanced via art, music,
poetry and puppets and at one
point, volunteer teachers were
asked to act out a thematic poetry
of farm animals with the audience
mimicking the sounds that each
animal makes.

Even though the themes and
topics presented in the Scholastic
Teachings resources were

American-based, the creative
ideas that the participants brought
home with them from this
workshop will certainly add to
their diverse teaching repertoire.
Perhaps, local teachers could
indigenize these ideas and create
their own resources that local
children can relate to within the
local context.

As a conclusion to the workshop,
participants were invited to
access online free lesson plans
and samples via
www.scholastic.com and
www.scholastic.com/elt, which
showcase a wide-ranging
resource from AlphaTales to
Sight Word Readers. Happy
surfing!

BY KELVIN LEE

Our friends from MDAS.

Getting to know each other.

The mangrove broadwalk was fun!

Youths fromn MDAS and Si Ling Primary Schoool with volunteers from Nature Society and NIE after the nature walk at SBWR.
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……. is the tagline seen on this
year’s NIE Heart Bus.

The Heart Bus idea was
propagated by SBS Transit as part
of the yearly President’s
Challenge.  The President’s
Challenge is an annual series of
events in which everyone can
participate and contribute to those
in need.  It is a call to do charity

‘NIE – Moving Hearts, Touching Lives’

by  President S R Nathan himself.
The funds raised go to the
President’s list of needy charities.

In 2002, NIE raised almost
$11,000 for charities under the
President’s Challenge. NIE took
up the Challenge offered by SBS
Transit again in June 2003 to raise
funds for the needy.  Despite the
economic recession, NIE

managed to churn out $7,300 for
the Heart Bus thanks to 1016 kind
hearts of staff, trainee teachers
and students.   Those who made
a donation of $10 or $5 per heart
sticker inscribed their signature
on the sticker.  All the stickers
were later pasted on a bus.

In appreciation of NIE’s efforts,
SBS Transit granted one side of

a double decker bus, service 153
to be NIE’s Heart Bus.  The other
side of the bus is shared with
Bedok South Secondary School.

NIE already has one full double
decker Heart Bus, service 179
plying within NTU campus.  The
second NIE Heart Bus (153) can
be seen plying on the roads
between Bukit Merah Central and

Hougang Central.  Together with
40 other Heart Buses on the road
for 2003, the NIE Heart Bus now
sails with pride, showcasing all
the generous hearts at NIE who
did their bid for charity and
touched the lives of the less
fortunate.

MOE: The Ministry of Educating
BY JAMES CHAN

How many times have we heard
people say that they felt a calling
to teach? What is that calling
and where did it come from? As
trainee teachers and teachers-to-
be, we are all part of this great
pyramid called the Ministry of
Education, where there are
many levels of departments that
look into a myriad of task.
However, looking up a
dictionary, we can also find that
a ministry also means an office
or duty of a minister of religion.
The mind and the body is
nothing without the soul; hence,
as teachers, we have to ensure
that we nourish the soul as well.

Like a Minister in church or a
Member of Parliament (MP),
how many other jobs actually
offer the opportunity to interact
and inspire so many people? Not
many come nearly as close to our
roles as teachers. In truth, the
lives of each and every one of our
student is in our hands, a fact we
cannot deny.

At a recent Catholic Students’
Apostolate (CSA) retreat held
specifically for NIE Trainee
Teachers during the December
holidays, Canossian Sister Cecily
Pavri (Ex-Principal of St
Anthony’s Convent), drew an

analogy between our teaching
vocation and the parable of “The
Sower & the Seed” from the
Bible – the sower will have to
work very hard and may not see
the immediate fruits of his labour
as the seedling takes time to
develop.

Many external factors like rain
and sunshine also play an
important role, which is beyond
his control. The sower can
however ensure that the seed is
well sown, the soil well adjusted
and watered; there are no harmful
weeds and insects to affect the
young seedling.

We too as teachers will have to
put in a lot of hard work and will
not be able to see immediate
results in the students we teach.
We can however ensure that they
are given the best ingredients for
developing just like the seedling,
by showing our love with
showers of care and concern.
During the retreat, the question of
‘burnout’ was also raised as we
teachers are also humans and
there is only so much we can give.
De La Salle Brother Jason Blaikie
(teacher from St Joseph’s
Institution) gave us this valuable
piece of advice, “Do what you
can and ‘can’ what u can’t.”

End of the day, we have been
called one way or the other to
this Ministry of Educating. It is
by no accident that our pens
could have magically signed the
Teacher Training Deed for us;
we consciously did it ourselves.
‘To Educate’ comes from the
Latin word ‘educere’ which
means to ‘to draw out’. When
we take the Pledge by Teachers,
we pledge that we will be true
to our mission to bring out the
best in our pupils. Let us
therefore go forth and fulfil this
mission with passion and all our
heart.
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The GE: Service-Learning & Volunteerism
BY JAMES CHAN

This new General Elective (GE)
was unveiled in July 2003 with
its pioneer batch of diploma
trainee teachers having their
first taste of what this GE is all
about on 25 July 2003.

This GE is basically learning
through the volunteered
services we render to different
non-profit organizations.

In our first class, we were
introduced to the module
coordinator who told us about
the challenges we will be facing
as the pioneering batch of
trainees as there is no tried and
tested structure to guide us.

We knew that there was a cloud
of uncertainty as this GE has
never been attempted before but
we also knew that we had a lot
to give and in turn stand to gain
by embarking on this uncharted
journey.

We were divided into groups
and as part of our project, we
had to scout as a group for a
suitable non-profit organization
which met our objectives by
allowing us to fully utilize our
skills to their benefit and at the
same time, giving us a first hand
experience of what volun-
teerism is all about.

It is no surprise that as teachers-
to-be, many of the groups chose
youth-related organizations like
Canossaville Children’s Home
and Jervois Special School, just
to name a few.

We had to volunteer a minimum
of twenty hours of service to the
organization and finding a
suitable time itself posed a
challenge as most of the group
members had a good mix of year
1 and 2 trainees and also across
faculties, which meant totally
different time-tables. Looking
back at the positive aspect, how
often do we get to interact with
such a diverse group, unless we
join a sub club.

This GE also teaches all round
development as we picked up
many different kinds of skills like
negotiating, tutoring, counseling,
stand-up comedy acts and even
painting walls (experienced by
the group who volunteered at
Jervois Special School.) Multi-
tasking is good training for us
trainee teachers as it is exactly
what we will be encountering as
teachers, we have to be somewhat
like tax-collectors, policemen,
nurses and even lawyers.

We also learnt humility and
patience as the world today

constantly tells us that fast is
better. However, looking at some
of the residents in these
organizations who seem to be
frozen in time, the simplest things
in life satisfy them, and this had
a multiple effect on us, as we too
felt their joy.

The hours may have been long,
after office hours, even extending
to weekends and the workload
and hours irregular, depending on
the particular organization we
chose. However, ask every single
one of us if we will do it again,
and the answer will definitely be
a resounding Yes!

Many of us during the feedback
session even highlighted that the
duration allocated to us is far too
short and not enough as we only
have one semester, which is
virtually only less than four
months to complete the service
when in actual fact, volunteerism
is an ongoing process which has
to be done on a regular basis.

As quoted by Aunty Jennifer who
is one of the supervisors in
Canossaville Children’s Home:
“the one thing these children need
is continuity as many things in
their life, especially love and care
is temporary.”

A service to the community reaps
both tangible and intangible
benefits for an individual.
However, more than often, one
does community work for the
sake of meeting the requirements
of the education system rather
than gaining fulfilment and
satisfaction in doing something
good.

In early 2004, the Service
Learning Club (SLC) will be
officially formed to take on the
task of promoting local
volunteerism to trainee teachers
in NIE. Grasping the power of
volunteerism, it hopes that
eventually community service
would not only be seen as an
external task but be recognised as

   Proposed Service Learning Club
BY RUZIANA ZAKARIA

The Service Learning Club will
also provide training and
professional development for
trainee teachers who are keen in
volunteerism. The seminars and
workshops which will be held
include first-aid training and
dealing with special cases such as
handling disability. Such
programs will definitely make
individuals more ‘equipped’ in
being a volunteer.

With a total of 70 active
members, the Service Learning
Club hopes to include all the
trainee teachers in its goal
towards ‘intrinsic’ community
service. The club, which will be
officially registered in early 2004,
welcomes all trainees to join the

an integral part of an individual’s
learning process. In service
learning, one does not only give
but also gain valuable lessons
about life.

With a spectrum of activities
which range from nature
conservation to ones involving
the disabled, service learning
enriches the experiences of fellow
trainee teachers, breaking out
from the rigidity of classroom
walls.

Besides local volunteerism, the
Service Learning Club will also
help plan international service-
learning projects such as the
Youth Expedition Projects,
funded by Singapore

International Foundation. These
overseas community services
cater especially to activities
related to pedagogy, like working
with children and sharing lessons
with the local teachers. Siva, the
Chairperson of the soon-to-be
formed SLC stated that these
projects allow trainee teachers to
reflect upon their learning process
and towards the end of this
journey, they realise that they
actually learn more than they
give. Such priceless lessons in life
are indeed not easy to come by.

As a follow-up to the first Youth
Expedition Project which was
held in Sikkim, NIE has sent 4
more teams during this period of
November-December to Sikkim
and Vietnam.

service-learning spirit either as a
full-time member or registered
volunteers on ad-hoc basis. As
expressed by Siva, service to
mankind is service to God and he
hopes everyone realises the
power of volunteerism.

Big brothers Patrick and James with the kids from Canossoville.

Iza together with students from Jervois Special School.

Siva, with a group of children.



6

Surviving in NIE is far easier than surviving in any of the ‘Survivor’ reality
drama. You don’t go hungry, get bitten by insects or get voted out. Then
again, you don’t get $1 million dollars at the end. However, at the end of the
day, this survival would be far more enriching.

Tip Number 1: Make Friends

On the very first day, it is  important to  leave a good impression of yourself.
Smile(without looking silly like Jim Carrey) and make friends. You will need
someone to talk to, to pace with, to learn from and to teach to. Yes, even to
teach to! Research has shown that when you teach someone, you learn more
yourself and commit it to memory faster. Furthermore, for those single and
available, you never know what friendship can lead to.

Tip Number 2: Know the journey ahead (especially deadlines!)

In short, NIE courses are delivered via lectures and tutorials, the latter being
more fun of course. In tutorials, you get involved in discussions, do group
work, make presentation and interact with your tutor. The mode of assessment
ranges from individual assignments to group assignments, from presentation
to quizzes, from tests to examinations. The most important thing to note is
the deadline. Know when they are and plan ahead to complete your
assignments. Calling your tutor on the due date of the assignment and saying,
“My computer crashed” is an overused excuse Number One

Tip Number 3: Know Your Facilities

The best way to do this is to get hold of the NIE Map. Believe me, after 18
months I still rely on this map to help me find my way to the Lecture Theatres
and Tutorial Rooms. Alternatively, just follow your friends who think they
know the way. A very important place is the library. This is where you get to
do your research for your assignments. With over 100 flat screen computers
in the computer lab, what more can you ask for? However, near to assignment
datelines, the computer lab is always full. Therefore remember the point
about starting your assignments early. For those blessed with riches, it is
better to own a notebook. You can loan the wireless card from NIE and surf
the net anywhere within NIE. (Yes, even in the toilet, it works!)

Tip Number 4: Love Your Group Members

Whether you like it or not, you are going to work in pairs or groups. These
projects submitted are assessed. Believe me, your group members are the
most fantastic people you are going to meet. Group member A want to get
an ‘A’ for the project and insists that he is always right. Group member B
only wants a pass and always turns up late for group meetings. Group member
C likes to start early, but you are the ‘last minute’ type. Get the idea? Good.
You don’t have a chance to vote your teams members out, so the best solution
is ‘love your group members’ (even if it is only for the duration of this project).
Accept each other as an individual, focus on and work towards accomplishing
the goal.

Tip Number 5: Know Your Tutor

More importantly, get your tutor to know you through participating actively
in class, asking intelligent questions and leaving good impressions. Do consult
your tutors about your assignment; they are there for you.

Tip Number 6: Experiment and Learn during Your Practicum

You will be attached to school for periods between 6 weeks to 2 months
depending on which course and what year you are in. This is the time to put
all your theories into practice. This is the time to learn from more experienced
teachers. Honestly, this is the only time your mistakes are forgiven. Make
the most of your time in school.

Know Yourself

This isn’t a tip, just some final words. All of you have been in the education
system for at least 12 years, some even more. You know what is best for
you. You don’t have to be the ‘Sole Survivor’ because in any way, you don’t
lose out on anything. Remember, every learning comes with experience.
Instead, enjoy this short journey in NIE. Whenever you feel down, just
remember that ..

How well Singaporeans do in the next generation depends on how well
we teach them now.

Indeed, a perfect booster for your survival.

It’s that time of the year again where most of our fellow trainee teachers will be having the hardest
part of our training, which is practicum at schools. Many have described practicum as an arduous
journey. But survive, most of us did. Taking over a class for the first time always creates a good
opportunity for pupils to size up their teachers and create havoc. Paper aeroplanes start flying and
suddenly everyone seems to suffer from overactive bladders — at least for the first few days until
you prove to be in control. So here are some tricks of the trade (adapted from George Watson,
Teacher Smart) that could make practicum less of a nightmare.

1.  You walk into a classroom and there is a loud chatter going on. Without stressfully shouting your
brains out, stand directly in front of the class and begin speaking in a bit of a whisper. At first,
one student will notice you, then several others and most often, these students will tell the others
to be quiet. This technique allows you to control the class and conversation with minimum of
energy. Another alternative to stop students from talking would involve getting them to quickly
put their hands up in the air once you have given the cue.

2.   How about times when you enter a class and the class will simply not settle down despite using
all the usual techniques. Well, go to the blackboard and write the letter ‘Q”. Then put a box
around ‘Q’. Due to their sense of curiosity, all students will now focus on your strange behaviour.
Consciously or unconsciously, students know that ‘Q’ relates to being quiet. Therefore they will
concentrate on the little box. Now that you have their attention, you can begin teaching the class.

3.  This is an easy way to keep distracted students on task. Remove he/she from the normal working
area and place him/her in the midst of diligent students. Surround the child with quality students
on all four sides. The peers around the distracted child will set a standard for him/her and the
child will be more task-oriented.

4.  This is perhaps the hardest task of all in the area of teaching – Getting the pupils to give you
attention 100% of the time. One way would involve using a stick jar with all pupils’ names on
ice-cream sticks in it. When you want a student to answer a question or perform a task, you draw
a name from the stick jar. Your students are kept attentive because they never know when their
names will be pulled from the jar.

5. You could also adopt different mediums of presenting lessons to capture students’ interest and
attention instead of the usual whiteboard and lecture talk.

6.   The hardest problem to tackle – toilet breaks. Most students usually genuinely need to go to the
toilets. There are students who want to go to avoid class work or just fool around. How do you
handle this? Well, when a student asks you, tell him/her that she can go but not right now. He/She
should ask you again in 5 minutes. If the student really needs to go, he/she will likely ask you
again in the next two to five minutes’ time or will forget about it if he/she didn’t need to go.

7.   Make friends with the school cleaners (especially for teachers teaching lower primary)

8. Do ice-breakers- walk into a class and ask, “Who had a good day or weekend?”  This will set a
good mood for the period.

9.   There are times where you will need to relief classes. Prepare your own bag of goodies. This
could include word search puzzles, math puzzles, word games etc. Another technique could be
an activity that requires students to make impromptu speeches. Take a piece of white plain paper
and tear it up into many pieces. Write different interesting topics. The students are to draw out the
topics and speak within a timeframe of one minute. This will not only occupy the time but also
helps to develop public speaking skills.

10. You are usually given time to observe their cooperating teachers. You should use this time to
become familiar with the rules, procedures and students of the class so that when you take over,
it will be a smooth transition.

11. Lastly, a major problem some trainees may face. Conflicts with cooperating teachers could
sometimes be unavoidable. A good solution will be shifting the disagreement to a topic to discuss.
You should transform the disagreement into a question instead. It will yield a better a learning
experience for you than the negative responses of a ‘heated debate’.

Practicum is no easy feat with trainees juggling teaching, lesson preparation, marking and school
assignments. Being equipped with these strategies may ease the stress you face and lessen your
tension. And of course, having some ‘milo’ breaks with your practicum buddies (at your own discretion
please) could just keep the tension away altogether. NIE Voices wish all of you good luck.

ATTUNE

Surviving in NIE
BY ALVIN WEE

Practicum – Every teacher’s
‘nightmare’

BY RITA GUPTA
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ATTUNE

Education Research Association
of Singapore’s Annual
Conference, ERAS 2003 was
held at the Park Royal Hotel from
19th to 21st November 2003. It saw
the coming together of various
speakers (with expertise in
diverse education realms) from
both NIE and foreign universities
with the aim of sharing their
research with one another.
Indeed, many interesting papers
were presented.

Know about the
International

Student Exchange
Programme
(INSTEP)

 BY RUZIANA ZAKARIA

The International Student
Exchange Programme, or also
known as INSTEP, creates
opportunities for undergraduates
to spend a semester abroad in a
foreign university. Administered
by the International Relations
Office (IRO) of Nanyang
Technological University, this
programme allows students to
experience school life outside of
Singapore and enrich themselves
with the interesting array of
cultures and chances to lead an
independent life.

However, this requires trainee-
applicants to do relatively well in
their studies here (at least a B
grade) so that they will be able to
manage their studies and perform
relatively well there.

Under INSTEP, there are two types
of schemes available:

Fee-Waiver Scheme
Under the Fee-Waiver scheme, a
formal Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) is signed
between NTU and the overseas
university. During the period of
their overseas exchange, students
continue to pay their tuition fees
to NTU and are not required to pay
tuition fees to the overseas
university.

Fee-Paying Scheme
During the period of their overseas
study, students will pay their
tuition fees to the overseas
university in the following
situations:
• The overseas university which

students would like to go does
not have any formal agreement
signed with NTU.

• Insufficient places under the
Fee-Waiver Scheme

Students who participate in
INSTEP under this scheme do not
need to pay tuition fees to NTU

ERAS 2003
I had a chance of interviewing one
of the speakers, Associate
Professor  Tan Ai-Girl. She was the
chairperson of the symposium,
“Creativity in the Classroom”.
That symposium focused on
creativity research in the
classroom. The paper, Creativity in
the Mathematics Classroom (co-
authored and -presented with A/P
Ng Swee-Fong and Ms. Hilda Mun
Choy-Ling), suggests and
discusses reflectively how the

teaching of geometry for
primary school pupils could be
conducted with reference to the
theory of creative cognition and
Van Hiele’s theory of geometric
thought. The researchers
discussed the potential of
applying these two theories in
enhancing multi-literacies in an
enriched mathematics class-
room.

* Tasks proposed for children of the learning support group,

TASK 1*

* Given 3 triangles, 2 squares & 1 circle, make as
many different animals (with a tail) as possible.

* All the shapes must be used.
* Use gum to fix your creations on a paper.

TASK 2* (Oral Presentation)

* Which of the animals you created is your
favourite? Why?

OBJECTIVES

* To provide children a task whereby they use
learned mathematical concepts in a novel
situation.

* To further enhance their knowledge of the four
geometric shapes

* To provide children with the opportunity to talk
about their work.

* To provide children a situation where they
engage with mathematics in a non-threatening
way.

Besides providing me with the
information about her paper
presentation, she unfolded the
beauty and simplicity of
creativity. Indeed, this word
‘Creativity’, which sometimes
tends to intimidate a teacher, is
not so scary after all.

Creativity is like a seed that is
present in a child hence every
child has the right to be creative.
A child exhibits active
imagination (the ‘theta’
brainwave), an important
component of creativity. It is
essential for an educator to
believe in the notion that all her/
his students have the potential to
be creative. With that belief,
educators incorporate ‘creativity’
in their teaching. They constantly
help children to think out of the
box, which opens new avenues to
find new and better ways of doing
things. A teacher shows creativity
by being open minded to teaching
techniques and constantly
experiments with students. Dr
Tan was glad to say that creativity
can be nurtured along with
knowledge and literacies
acquisition.

When asked if creativity is
limited only to academic area, Dr
Tan smiled and said,
“It is not only inter-disciplinary
but applies to all facets of one’s
life. Creativity and good values
help us live a happy and fruitful
life.” She elaborated that
creativity helps us welcome
positively opportunities and
challenges. It helps one to
manage risks, and cope with

change and adversity. It is not just
the ability to see what everyone
sees, but to come up with new,
useful ideas and meaningful and
ethical solutions to the zillions of
problems and challenges that we
face everyday. This ability to
come up with new ways of
perceiving problems and
embracing challenges helps foster
resilience in children.

for the period of overseas
exchange.

Various forms of financial
assistance like travel grants/
scholarships/loans are available to
assist students in their study
abroad. However, such financial
assistance is only applicable to
students who are applying under
the Fee-Waiver Scheme.
Application forms for the various
financial assistance are obtainable
from the International Relations
Office (IRO) of NTU.

As part of their self-research,
interested applicants will have to
find out the modules offered at the
foreign university they are
interested in. They must ensure that
the modules are equivalent to the
ones offered in NIE.

After doing such self-research, one
has to consult the relevant
academic subject coordinator as
well as the Associate Dean,
Curriculum and FP Liaison, A/P
Goh Kim Chuan, for advice on
academic subjects. The students are
required to do proper planning of
the subjects to be replaced at the
overseas university and to ensure
that they fulfil the course
requirements of their 4 years’
degree programme.

INSTEP opens windows to
experiencing life abroad, which
widens one’s educational
experience. Of course, the
experience may not be all sweet
and rosy, but certainly, it will
broaden our horizons.

Experiencing a different
educational system, culture and
way of life, students certainly
emerge as stronger and better
individuals. NIE trainees that have
undergone such programmes have
indeed found the experience
rewarding.

10 reasons why NIE trainees live in hostels..

  1. Freedom

  2. Personal storage area

  3. Decorate own room- buying your own favourite furniture

  4. Late night suppers

  5. Convenience – in school compound, easier to do projects.

  6. Free LAN internet.

  7. Get your own furniture

  8. Home environment is not very conducive for studying

  9. More interaction

10. Save on transport costs

10 reasons why trainees don’t live in hostels

  1. Irritating hallmates

  2. Expenses-wise; buy own food, hostel bills…

  3. Have to do everything yourself- cook, do laundry…

  4. Lazy to take part in hall games

  5. Hallmates’ standard of hygiene is atrocious, especially with regards to the toilets.

  6. Climbing stairs!!

  7. Don’t want to be anywhere near school compound, after school hours.

  8. Town area seems so far away.

  9. Cannot escape from cleaning your own room.

10. Can either make or break friendships.

BY NISHA KALWANI

A/P Tan Ai Girl with Nisha Kalwani.
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ACTION!

TAKING LIVES
BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER
Starring: Angelina Jolie, Ethan Hawke and Kiefer
Sutherland
Release date: February 20th, 2004
Distributor: Warner Brothers

I’ve always advocated action-packed
psychological thrillers especially if the plot
engages your intellect and compels you to
prognosticate who the villain is. Its even more
appealing when the protagonist is a heroine who
exudes sultry charm, killer moves and intellect
This story is about a female FBI profiler, Grace
Vanderholt (played by Angelina Jolie) who is on
the trail of a serial killer who has spent twenty
years taking on the identity of his victims. In her

Hey peeps! Check out our cool movie and book reviews as well as catch up with the latest on the entertainment scene! Aha! Don’t you skip this page! Relax
and enjoy reading, alright! – By Nur Farhana Abd Kader

search, she employs the help of museum employee John Costa (Ethan Hawke), who has
close ties to an art professor wanted for stealing paintings and who is suspected of being
a killer in one of his many disguises. We’re not ruling out Costa too!

The plot does bear a resemblance to blockbuster hits like Silence of the Lambs, Along
Came a Spider and The Bone Collector. Even the trailer starts out with an ominous, eerie
speech from the killer’s mother as she tells how dangerous he is. It successfully evokes
the right suspense with the visual effects, sounds and words. This is one disturbing,
spooky movie that I’m not going to miss. Watch it!

Movies for Educating
WRITTEN BY: JAMES CHAN

We learn in Educational Psychology that television and other forms of video are significant
with respect to social cognitive theory because of the impact of symbolic modeling on
behavior and the almost universal exposure to television (Eggen & Kauchak, 2001).
Since its invention, it has always been popular with the young and old, due to the fact
that it animates objects. However, besides using it to teach children morality, it can also
be used as a tool to teach children scientific facts.

Disney’s “The Lion King” which was recently released on a 2-Disc special edition, is an
excellent movie which can be used to teach not only about family and social
responsibilities covered in Social Studies, but also life cycles in Science. Children can
learn about the lifecycles of a lion and the purpose of reproduction, which Simba (the
lead character) learns from his father, Mufasa. Mufasa also explains the importance of
balance in an ecosystem to young Simba, which young viewers can easily comprehend.

Another great movie which was recently released on DVD is “Finding Nemo”. Besides
teaching children good morals like listening to elders’ advice and never giving up hope,
it also teaches children scientific facts like jelly fish have stinging tentacles, sharks are
attracted to blood and many more interesting facts.

Teachers should use these mediums of interest to children as learning tools. After all
children retain more knowledge of things they are interested in. So why not take the time
to tap the vast, extensive, interesting resources out there in the media world and use it for
entertaining and educating at the same time.

THE PERFECT SCORE
BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER
Starring: Scarlett Johannsen, Erika Christensen, Chris
Evans, Darius Miles, Leonardo Nam
Release Date: January 16, 2004
Distributor: Paramount Pictures

How far would one go in his attempt to secure
academic success despite infringing ethical and
moral values? Well, for a group of high school
seniors, made up of two girls (Johansson and
Christensen) and five boys (Evans, Nam and three
others), nothing proves as important as getting
perfect scores for their upcoming SAT tests. They
resort to scheming up a devious and dangerous plan
to break into the Princeton Testing Centre so that
they can steal answers and get perfect scores.
Elements of comedy and crime will prevail throughout the show as the teenagers attempt
to materialize their plans.

Audience are sure to vacillate between hoping that they will succeed in getting the answers
and wishing that they will be discovered for their crime. Will they succeed in their plans?
Catch the movie to find out! But one thing’s for sure- let’s hope none of our students will
go to such extremes!

YOU GOT SERVED
BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER
Starring: Marques Houston, Omarion, J-J.Boog, Lil Fizz
Release Date: January 30th, 2004
Distributor: Screen Ges

I’ve always wondered how avid hip-hop fans and rap
yuppies assimilated themselves into the culture of
the hip-hop scene, at the same time mastering the art
of the “Yo Watsap, Man” jargon, replete with the
vigorous hand signs, the outlandish gait and the
distinctive attitude. It seems that the hip-hop flair will
predominate in this comedy which explores the social
subculture of street dancing, focusing on 2 friends
David (Omarion) and Elgin (Houston).

The pals aspire to establish their own dance and

50 FIRST DATES
BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER
Starring: Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore
Release Date: February 13th, 2004
Distributor: Columbia Pictures

If the love of your life developed a memory loss and forgot who
you were or when both of you last met, how would you deal
with your predicament? Would you remain sanguine and hope
for his or her memory recovery or would you completely give
up in utter exasperation?

Henry Roth (Sandler), a veterinarian at an aquarium in Hawaii, falls in love with a girl,
Lucy ( Barrymore) who suffers from short-term memory loss. In this unique and special
relationship, Henry has to keep getting her to fall in love with him every time they meet
since she never remembers the last time she met him. As the title suggests, he goes on 50
first dates with her, compelled by his burgeoning love as well as his pursuit to establish
himself and his love permanently in her mind and consciousness.

Yes, she sure does sound like Dory, from Finding Nemo, but this poignant and warm
comedy will prove and manifest that true love would transcend any obstacle, … or to be
more precise, any memory loss. Like the saying goes, you’ll never forget your first love.

recording studio, but in order to do that, they must first prove their talents by winning a
street dance competition with a rival gang. Along the way, they experience challenges and
adversities in their quest to be at the helm of hip-hop dancing in their territory and realize
the true meaning of friendship. For all hip-hop zealots and rap enthusiasts, this is one
movie not to be missed.
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Book Review - Unleash the Power of the
Feminist Writer!
BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER

Woman Hollering Creek
Author: Sandra Cisneros

If you enjoyed the stories ‘Never Marry a
Mexican’ and ‘Eleven’ in the module ETE 202,
Literary Genres, here’s an insight to the rest of
the book.

Being an avid fan of women’s short stories, I was
rhapsodizing endlessly after reading Never Marry
a Mexican and immediately grabbed a copy of
the book at Borders.- The rest of the book proved
enthralling!

Woman Hollering Creek is a powerful anthology
of short stories which revolves around the themes
of womanhood, love, life, fate, relationships and
so forth. Each story has a female protagonist and

Cisneros remarkably invites us to delve into the minds and emotions of the characters as
they maneuver their lives in alternating times of adversity and prosperity. The stories are
arranged so that the first few are about children and gradually Cisneros takes us through
the Chicana life. The women characters include the girl who covets to have a Barbie doll
despite its origin, the teen who finds herself pregnant and the artist in love with a married
man. We are also entreated to the rich splendor of Mexican protocol, culture and lifestyle.

Perhaps the only area of difficulty that readers may face in this collection is Cisneros’
sporadic use of Spanish phrases in the book. But do not worry as many of the phrases can
be understood within the context of the book.

What appeals to me most about the book is how Cisneros gives women a ‘voice’ and
‘language’ to put forth their feelings and emotions, hence empowering themselves as writers.
She can uniquely turn a common everyday phenomenon into something worth
contemplating. Each story, having an engaging quality, compelled me to reflect upon the
meaning and themes after reading them. Never mind if you’re not the literary type. I am
certain that you would identify with the characters via the myriad of poignant, funny and
heart warming tales. Even guys will enjoy this book as they will get a chance to view life
from a female perspective and perhaps understand the fairer sex better!
I give this book a rating of ten.- A quintessential revelation of feminine power in the Mexican
heritage!

The Courage to Teach
BY COLIN LAI

“Exploring the inner
landscape of a Teacher’s Life”

“Read it!” came the blaring
tone of a good friend of mine
who was always stern when
it came to recommending
great books. This was no
different. I complied and was
captivated by it cover to
cover. If anyone is tired of
reading technical and
theoretical books, they should
try reading something that can
help rekindle the flame of
learning.

As Teachers-to-be we can see
our occupation as a vocation
for reasons of the heart, not
just for our hearts but for our
students too. But the truth is
that the demands of teaching
cause too many educators to
lose heart. Is it possible to take
heart in teaching once more
so that we can continue to do
what good teachers always
do- give heart to our students?

This book takes us on an inner journey toward reconnecting with our vocation- and
recovering our passion for one of the most difficult and important endeavors. This book
builds on a simple premise that good teaching cannot be reduced to technique; good
teaching comes from the identity and integrity of the teacher.

After reading this book, I was left with mixed feelings of heaviness and lightness. Heaviness
because of the amount of self-reflection and self-discovery I needed to make as a learning
and growing individual in order to be a good educator. Lightness, because I like many
others have felt the weight of school work weighing down heavily on my hearts, but now
I see the purpose for my endeavors. Through the personal sharing and tidbits of wisdom
of the author, I realize how important collective wisdom was for us new teachers. I hope
that when we meet other teachers, no matter the age, I will be able see them more from
the perspective of who they are rather than what they do. As it is from the heart that good
teaching emanates.

To end with the words of the author, “ This book is for teachers who have good days and
bad-and whose bad days bring the suffering that comes from something one loves. It is
for teachers who refuse to harden their hearts, because they love learners, learning, and
the teaching life.”

Here’s a look at the comical side of life! Tickle your
funny bones with these lighthearted jokes!
- BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER

☺ One morning, a new relief teacher entered her assigned class and asked a little
boy his name.
“Jule” he replied.
“No, not Jule,” she said. “You shouldn’t use contractions. Your name is Julius.”
Turning to the next boy, she asked, “And what’s your name?”
“Billious,” he replied.

☺ Question: What’s the difference between a hunter and a fisherman?
Answer: A hunter lies in wait while a fisherman waits, then lies.

☺ A woman sitting in front of me on the bus had the size tag sticking out of her
jacket. I offered to push it back, but she whispered, “Just leave it, dear. I’ve been
on a diet for months, and this is the first chance I’ve had to show off.”

WHO’s READING WHAT !
- Ever wondered what our NIE tutors and lecturers read in their leisure
time? Well, read on to find out! – BY NUR FARHANA ABD KADER.

“I am currently reading Brick Lane by Monica Ali. I enjoy it because it is well-written
and has been nominated for the book prize award. This is an achievement for the author
considering this is her first book. The story is about Dhaka, a Bangladeshi woman
living in the same village I lived and taught before. She has an arranged marriage to a
man living in London and has to move there.” – Dr Kirsten Ann Schaetzel (English
Dept)

“I’ve just read a creativity book by Margaret Boden. I find it good as it summarizes
creative techniques effectively. The writer is very knowledgeable and trustworthy. It is
not the sort of material you can simply read off from the internet” – Mr Quek Khiok
Seng (Mathematics Dept)

“I’m now reading Prominent Greeks of Antiquity by George Papadogeorgos. I like it
because it gives me the year-end boost and conviction that I need especially in terms of
education and developing teaching.”- Dr Isabella Wong ( Psychology Dept)

“For my leisure reading, I enjoy books by my favorite author, Stephen King. He is a
great storyteller, most of his characters are well-developed and unusual. Although he is
known to be a ‘horror writer’, his stories are not necessarily of the supernatural kind.
I’ve read the book Misery and I love the sense of drama, suspense as well as being able
to picture the scene vividly in my mind.” – Dr Chin Long Fay (Science Dept)

INJEST!
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Clubs

Name: Bachelor Of Science Club

Birth Date: September 2001

Address: NIE Club Room

Cyber Address : http://www.niebsclub.i8.com/

Founder: Tan Kim Seng Kelvin

Current Boss: Wong Kui Fong

Current Strength: 20

The Bachelor of Science Club ( BSc Club) was
first founded by current year 4 BSc student,
Kelvin Tan in 2001. Its existence serves to reach
out to all science lecturers and students
(regardless of science students or not) in NIE.
The BSc club, together with other clubs formed
in NIE, forms a big umbrella of clubs that is being
managed by the TTC.

Major club events include the annual Dinner
and Dance and Freshmen Orientation Program.
Under the new management committee (with the
lot of new blood pumped in, i.e. new club
members), one can expect more fun in the
upcoming events to be organised by us!

Wassup???
Eat all u can thing… other events…

Where,When,What?

JOIN US!!

If you
1. Are bored and feel unchallenged with

just clearing school assignments (join
the club)

2. Feel that you can do a better job in
organizing club events than those
already in the club  (We’ll be glad to
let you have the job (and every job
that follows), don’t you worry about
that)

3. Are interested in broadening your
social circle (we promise that you’ll
have at least 10 more friends to add
to your Friendster’s list)

4. Think that joining a club is more than
just collecting ECA points (it’s
meager to even mention but hey, who
cares about points right?!)

Then, WE WANT YOU! ( even if
you fulfill just one of the above points.
Okay, maybe not even one. We want you
still. We are this desperate. )

Flood our mailbox at
niebsclub@yahoo.com
Or better still, flood our chairperson’s
mobile at 96632454.

BSC Club

The idea of setting up the Bachelor of Arts Club
was conceived by a small group of BA students
who wanted to make campus life a little more
meaningful for the BA cohort. The aim of this
dynamic club is to organize activities that will
promote intellectual and social growth on the
campus. All trainees under the BA programme
are members of this club. The current working
committee for BA Club is the 7th working
committee, chaired by Marlina Zainal who is
a 4th year BA student.

To date, the Club has organized a variety
of activities that have injected tremendous
vivacity and fun into our campus life, one such
activity is the NIE Bazaar, which was known
as The Exchange Day. Other than spicing up
our campus life, it also promotes
entrepreneurship among the trainees. This
event also provides an avenue for the NIE
trainees to communicate and foster better
relationship among them. Other major events
include our annual Dinner and Dance for the
graduating students and not forgetting the
annual Orientation for the freshmen of the BA
cohort. 

There were also other events organized that
benefited the trainees tremendously like the TP
forum, whereby guest-speakers were invited
to give speeches and provide invaluable
information on practicum issues. Last but not
least, Blood Donation Drive is conducted every
semester to encourage the trainees to donate
their blood to help save lives.

Upcoming events include a campus-wide
debate that will include NTU students as well.
This will bring out the best argumentation from
students from NIE and NTU and is organized
to encourage intellectual exchange. Another
Teaching Practicum (TP) Forum will also be
held. The Blood Drive will be held the next
Semester as well. A BA outing that will be
organized for all the BA students will seek to
band the cohort together in a day of fun and
games. The annual Dinner and Dance for the
graduating students and the annual Orientation

for the freshmen of the BA cohort will be in
the calendar as well.

If you like participating or organizing
activities for people, and hope to do
something truly exciting in your course of
stay in NIE, then BA Club is the club for
you!

To all interested people who wish to join
BA Club, the recruitment drive is over, but
you can volunteer your service at any of our
events. Please email us at
NIE_BAcom@yahoogroups.com to let us
know of your interest.

BA Club –About Us
BY CAROLYN QIU WANHUI

If you’re interested and committed to do
your bit for the environment, then join the
NIE Green Club. The NIE Green Club aims
to create interest in teachers and get them
involved in the care of their environment,
both on and off campus. It also hopes to
coordinate activities with other NIE student
organizations and external NGOs.

In 2003, highlights of our activities
include training our members to be nature
guides at Pulau Ubin. Also, a walk was
organized at Pulau Ubin for our members
where they were taken to parts of the island
to experience its rich flora and fauna. It is
hoped that in bringing NIE students for
nature walks to some of our last few
remaining nature spots in Singapore such
as Pulau Ubin and Chek Jawa, that they will
come to appreciate the diversity and beauty
of life that can be found there. Also we hope
that these walks will inspire them to
become nature guides themselves so that
they will be able to share their experiences
about the rich biodiversity found in these
nature spots with their students in future.

On the 18th November, NIE Green Club
launched the Butterfly Garden (located at
Blk 7) in conjunction with Clean and Green
Week, for all students and staff to enjoy and
appreciate various species of butterflies and
plants that attract these butterflies. (check
out our website at  http://www.niegreen.net/
for photos of our butterfly garden)

Furthermore, as part of our initiative to
expose our student population to animal
welfare concerns, we invited ACRES
(Animal Concerns Research & Education
Society) to hold their “ Suffering, NOT
Smiling” campaign against the captivity of
dolphins.

NIE Green Club
For 2004, we want to keep engaging our

members in various activities that not only
gives them opportunities to appreciate nature,
but also to be aware of various environmental
issues that will affect the lifeline of our planet
if we fail to do our bit in protecting it. We
will continue having nature walks and training
NIE students to become nature guides. Also,
we want students to be involved in coastal
clean ups, recycling activities and even eco-
camps. The club is also looking into inviting
guest speakers to share their knowledge and
concerns about the environment. These are
just some of the plans we have for next year.
All our members will be part of our mailing
list and will receive regular updates on
activities the club organizes.
It is hoped that while joining our club, NIE
trainees will accumulate experiences and
information about the environment and inspire
their students to their bit in protecting the
environment.

If you’re keen on joining the club or
simply contribute ideas for projects we could
do to help the environment. Feel free to email
Mindy at niegreen@yahoo.com.sg
Include your

1. Full Name :
2. Matric No:
3. Contact No/ email:
4. Programme / Year:

Also check out our website
http://www.niegreen.net/ to see some
beautiful photograph and the latest Green
happenings in NIE.

The Tamil Language Club (TLC) is the home of culture and entertaintment for tamil teacher
trainees of NIE. Previously, TLC was know as Tamil Language Cultural Society (TLCS) where
it was formed in Paterson Road. Then it changed its identity to Indian Cultural Society (ICS)
when we shifted to Bukit Timah Campus. Now it has yet again transformed itself to Tamil
Language society (TLC) here in NTU. TLC caters for the cultural and educational needs of
the Tamil teacher trainess. We organice seminars, debates, dance competitions and sharing
sessions for our trainees as well as other school students. We orgaise Dinner and Dance and
Jam & Hop for our graduating trainees yearly. In total, we have about 25 members in our club.
The club’s main motive is to expand our exclusive membership to Indian trainee teachers who
are not doing Tamil teaching courses. So why wait...! Join us and have lots of fun and enrich
yourself with vital cultural Information and entertainment.

C.L.E.A.R (Chinese Language Education and
Research) Club is a relatively new club since it
was formed only in September 2002. The club
was formed with the vision to provide a venue
for Chinese trainee teachers to share their
experiences, instructional skills and views on
Chinese language teaching with an aim to raising
the professional quality of our future Chinese
language teachers. It also aims to facilitate the
harmonious interaction with student bodies of
other ethnic groups so as to promote racial
harmony and forge a stronger common
Singaporean identity among mother tongue
teachers of different ethnic backgrounds. It hopes
to promote greater appreciation of the Chinese
language and culture in NIE as well.

Personally, I feel that life in NIE campus
needs to be a bit more vibrant. Besides focusing
on doing well in their academic studies, fellow
trainees could perhaps take some time out to take
part in the range of activities that the various
clubs have planned for them. They could also

be more
forthcoming
in giving
creative and
constructive
feedback to
enrich our
life in NIE.

P a s t
a c t i v i t i e s
and events organized by C.L.E.A.R include
the Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration and
Pre-Practicum Sharing sessions. There are
certain events lined up for this year that will
not only help the club to create awareness
but will also serve to meet the very
objectives upon which the club was formed.
One of which is coming up very soon is the
Lunar New Year Celebration which will be
held on 21 January 2004. We need your
active participation to help our club achieve
new heights so come join us at C.L.E.A.R!

Tamil Language Club
BY R. SURYA
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Where:
Sikkim, a small state in the north east of India.
Service, learning and discovery took place at
Yuksam, West Sikkim. The project worked
with the conservation committee,
Khanchendzonga Conservation Committee.
(KCC)

Who went for it :
Project is undertaken by a group of 24 trainee
teachers in NIE, 22 participants, 1 facilitator
Mr Victor Tan and 1 leader, Miss Chin Yee
Lee

When:
26th November - 16th November 2003

What:
Helped to set up informational website for
KCC to aid in their quest to promote
ecotourism to the community and the public.
It was done in the name of preservation and
conservation for their revered mountain,
Khanchendzonga, the third highest mountain
in the world.

How:
Activities were structured to allow participants
to learn about the culture of the people and to
give them ample of opportunities to interact
with the people. Some examples were home
stays, cultural carnivals, and physically
challenging trekkings. This contributed much
to the effort in doing up the website for them.
The team was divided into working group that
focused on certain areas such as:
a) KCC: Find out about the work of KCC,

their successes, obstacles and future plans

TEAM: Project Manzil( Destination)
Country of Service: India,Sikkim

b) Yuksam: Find out about the culture, people
and traditions of Yuksam

c) Sikkim: Find out about Sikkim as an
independent state of India

d) Trekking information: Find out how to
provide accessible trekking information for
interested trekkers and also educate them
about the importance of responsible
trekking.

Some members also conducted a short IT
application workshop on Dreamweaver and
Photoshop.

Where:
Yen Son Village, Tan Linh Commune, Ba Vi
District, Ha Tay Province, Hanoi, Vietnam

Who went for it : 25 participants from NIE

When:
26th November to 12 December 2003

What:
To serve the community, build a multi-purpose
room for students to play, to give the exterior of
the classrooms a new coat of paint, as well as to
install a water tank and extend the school toilets.

TEAM: Project L.A.S.A. (Love All Serve All)
Country of Service: Vietnam, Hanoi

How:
The team went forth with 3 main
objectives: To Serve, To Learn and To
Interact.

We wanted to serve the community by
volunteering our manpower. We were to
build a multi-purpose court for the students
of the school to play on, to give the exterior
of the classrooms a new coat of paint, as
well as to install a water tank and extend
the school toilets.

We wanted to learn through imparting
and teaching modified game skills to the
students. We believed through this
interaction, we would be able to learn more
about the students as well as their culture.
By overcoming language barrier, we
believed this would enable us, future
teachers, to better understand and tailor our
teaching materials to cater to the different
needs of our pupils.

We wanted to interact, not just with the
students, but the commune. We believed
that through the social interaction, we
would be able to know and learn more
about the Vietnamese culture and the
villagers’ lifestyle.

Where:
Hanoi Vietnam 20 minutes bus ride from the
city center.

What:
The project worked for Hoa Sua School, a non-
profit vocational school that provided training
for street children, orphans, children of war-
invalids, hearing-impaired students and young
people from very poor families.

Our main aim was to set up a computer lab
that will enable the teachers to use computers
in aid of their teaching, refurnish their exsiting
library and help in the cateloging of Hoa Sua
Resturant menu. We manged to complete all of
these objectives successfully within the
timeframe of 18 days. In addition, we held
nightly tuition sessions for students there, 2
cultural interaction nights, sports day and a 2-
days library campaign within the school
compound to raise the awareness of reading to
the students.

It is hoped that through this expedition, we
would experience sharing life with the less-
privileged children, develop leadership skills,
raise our awareness and appreciation of foreign
cultures and re-awaken our sense of community
spirit and social responsibility.

Several mini-projects were carried out prior
to the trip to Vietnam. In order to foster a greater
depth in relational bonds among team members,
we had various activities in Singapore to ready
ourselves for the long-haul in Vietnam. The result
of the fund-raising, team building and
community service activities was a mounting
anticipation towards the trip.

Who:
Project is undertaken by a group of 25 trainee
teachers in NIE, 23 participants, 1 facilitator Mr
Wong Ah Seng and 1 leader, Miss Chan Jing
Jing

TEAM: AMITIE DE PROJET( Destination)
Country of Service: Hanoi, Vietnam

Where:
Sikkim, a small state in the north east of India.
Service, learning and discovery took place at
Lepcha Cottage. It is an orphanage where a
hundred beautiful children (3-18 years of age)
reside.

When:
26th November - 18th December 2003

What:
Enhanced the quality of life for the children.
Divided their work into 2   Categories
(a) ‘Hardware’: Improve facilities at the

orphanage
(b) ‘Heartware’: Interaction with children

TEAM: Sikkim Ke Dost (Friends of Sikkim)
Country of Service: India,Sikkim

How:
(a) ‘Hardware’- Set up a multi-purpose room

on the newly built 3rd story of the
orphanage. It comprised of a mini-library,
IT corner and an educational corner, which
aimed to stimulate the children’s love for
learning. Improvements to the sanitary
facilities were also done. Other
improvement works such as painting took
place as well.

(b) ‘Heartware’- Educational programmes &
variety of social-cultural activities
Educational programmes

• Character building: Develop self-esteem
and confidence in children

• Health education: Impart in them the
importance of personal hygiene and
cleanliness.
• English reading programme: Designed
to cater to children of different literacy
levels and to cultivate a love for reading
in them. Social-cultural activities
• Promoted cross-cultural exchange:
Introduced them to many of our local
games, songs and dances. Singapore’s
well-known multi-cultural cuisine was
also showcased for them to enjoy.
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On the 18th of July 2003, Learning without
Limits through Wireless @ NIE was
launched. Wireless @ NIE is a state of the
art campus wide wireless network
implemented by O’Connor’s Singapore
Pte Ltd at a cost of S$2.6 million. Wireless
@ NIE has the latest technology in
wireless local area network (WLAN) and
wireless security area.

Wireless @ NIE has more than 300 dual-
band access points that are capable of
supporting IEEE 802.11b and IEEE
802.11a simultaneously. As this wireless
network is based on international
standards, multi-vendor interoperability
with IEEE 802.11b/a or Wi-Fi™ can be
achieved, thus users can use wireless
devices from different vendors to connect
to the network.

With Wireless @ NIE, you will be able to
stay connected to the network at up to
54Mbps, access e-learning and enterprise
broadband applications from your
notebooks and PDAs, surf the internet or
communicate with others through emails,

NIE Wireless Surfing
forums, chatrooms and instant messaging
securely, anywhere on the campus.

So now the question is “How do we hook
up with this Wireless @ NIE?” To get the
ball rolling, you will need:

1. Notebook or PDA
2. IEEE 802.11a / IEEE 802.11b / Wi-

Fi wireless adapter or equivalent
3. Odyssey Client Software

Fret not about the above the requirements
as all are well provided for (except for the
notebook or PDA of course). There is a
Wireless Loan Counter for you to loan an
ORiNOCO 11a/b ComboCard. As for the
Odyssey Client Software, it is
downloadable from http://
wireless.nie.edu.sg/support/downloads. In
fact, you can download some latest freeware
for both Windows and Macintosh from
there. An example is the ever useful Acrobat
Reader.

In order to loan the card, you have to bring
along your Matriculation Card for
verification purposes. I’m sure one of the
pressing questions is whether you need to

pay for the loan. The good news is no, you
do not need to pay. From 1 Jan 2004
onwards, the loan period for all staff and
trainee teachers is 12 weeks. You can renew
the loan either at the wireless loan counter
or through NIE portal. Before you start
hooking up on Wireless @ NIE, check if
your notebooks or PDAs meet these
specifications:

Notebooks –
1. Microsoft Windows 2000 and above

(Recommended)
2. Internet Explorer version 5.5

(Mandatory)
3. Processor speed of 500Mhz or higher
4. 128MB or more RAM
5. PCMCIA type 2 (32bit) slot for Wireless

Combocard or PCI slot for Wireless PCI
card

PDAs –
1. Microsoft PocketPC 2002 and above
2. Process speed of 400Mhz or higher
3. Built-in 802.11b (supports 128bit WEP)

wireless chip or add-on wireless
(supports 128bit WEP) CF/SD card

If all is in order, you can head on down to
the Wireless Loan Counter located at the
4th floor of the Library Block in NIE to
loan the ORiNOCO 11a/b ComboCard.
The opening hours are as follows:

Normal Semester Period:
Monday to Friday – 0900 to 1700 hours
Saturday – 0900 to 1230 hours

Vacation Period
Monday to Friday – 0900 to 1630 hours
Saturday – 0900 to 1215 hours

However, if you have queries, do check
out the Wireless Website at http://
wireless.nie.edu.sg/index.html. There is
more comprehensive information on the
website. Check out the FAQ section where
lots of questions and answers are posted.
If you have a question that is not answered
there, you can email the Wireless Helpdesk
at wireless@nie.edu.sg. Or you can call
them at 6790-3033.

A self account by Rosvinder Kaur

24 of us were eager to finally be able to
take off for Yuksam after months of tireless
meetings. Each of us had committed to the
expedition with the ambition to help in
every way possible.

Kolkata (formerly known as Calcutta)
is a congested city where all vehicles horn
incessantly. From the bright yellow taxis
to a rickshaw pulled by a man, they are all
in the roads void of traffic rules. The
crowded traffic was our first taste of India.
We then proceeded on to Yuksam, a small
village in west Sikkim.

It proved to be very different from the
bustling city of Kolkatta. Here there was
only the rare jeep or two coming down the
narrow roads. Even their mail is passed to
a taxi driver who will have to pass by the
correct address. We stayed at a trekker’s hut
that had basic amenities like two toilets and
a kitchen. We slept outdoors and prepared
our own meals. Our brightly coloured tents
complimented the scenic view of the
mountains. It was there, in our sleeping
bags in zipped up tents that we had dreams
of Laksa and Chicken rice.

We visited the school where we taught
the children origami, sepak takraw and even
chap tey. As we stood in a circle and taught
them local songs, they imitated our actions
and tried to mouth the songs as well. It felt
good that that simple songs and dance
activities not only brought us closer to them
but also brought a smile to their tiny faces.

We had a cultural carnival with the
school children as well. The Sikkimese
children kept us entertained with their
various dances from their Lepcha, Bhutia

*pakoras- an indian speciality, bite size crunchy
crust with vegetable filling.

NIE-SIF Youth Expedition Project to Yuksam, Sikkim 2003
Project Manzil

26th Nov-19th Dec

and Nepali cultures. They were decked up in
their respective ethnic costumes. It was here
that we Singaporeans displayed our culture
through visuals of the main culture groups in
Singapore. We also had interactive traditional
games like five stones and zero point. The
slide show of Singapore that we shared with
the teachers evoked some gasps and surprise
looks when they found out about Singapore’s
land area and its huge population.

Our main purpose was to promote eco
tourism in that village. Working closely with
KCC (Khangchengzonga Conservation
Committee), we collected information to set
up a website for KCC .The web site was to
inform trekkers, many of whom start off from
Yuksam itself, about the richness Yuksam  has
to offer and KCC’s efforts in preserving them.

Information gathered ranged from the myriad
of plants available which included plants with
medicinal properties, right up to the festivals
celebrated here. Groups were split to research
on the various fields. It was the first time any
group had arrived at Yuksam and it was
important that we gather all the available
information. We discussed our finds over hot
masala tea and spicy *pakoras.

We had the opportunity to live at the
villager’s homes. The home stay was
insightful. The home I was assigned to had a
few goats, cows, sheep and even an angora
rabbit whose wool we helped to shear.
Yuksam’s local drink was that of fermented
millet. Slightly intoxicating, Chang (as it is
called) is a favourite here and is drunk out of
a bamboo container. The Sikkimese take pride

in their cooking and even young boys here
can whip up a full meal effortlessly. We
tried our hand at making a traditional
Sikkimese wheat snack, Kabzi. It even
required some origami skills when folding
and twisting the squares of dough into
shapes before deep frying them.

Towards the end of the trip, we set off
on a three day trek to reach Dzongri which
stood at a proud height of 3,950m.Along
the way we were greeted with snow
covered wooden logs and hanging icicles.
It was a winter wonderland. The team spirit
was strong and the enthusiasm contagious
as we trekked uphill. We rested our aching
muscles at our rest point at the end of each
day. Some of us gazed at the star studded
sky as we huddled together in the freezing
cold. The third day we reached the peak
where temperature did drop to sub zero. The
next day we trekked up further to 4020m
where we watched the sun peek at us from
behind Sikkim’s finest mountains. The
golden rays cast a warm glow on the snow
capped peaks. It was a magical moment.

The two days that we spent climbing
down seemed tireless as compared to
coming up. It was great to be back in
Yuksam but yet sad as we said our tearful
final good byes to the villagers. Back in
Singapore, I have come to miss the shy
smiles of the children, the warmth and
affection the locals showered us with, the
gorgeous views and the most precious thing
that they have, simplicity.

...continued from page 11

Our jubilant team at Dzongri, our “Manzil (“Destination” in Hindi)



13

WIRED

Learning to Dream…the Dreamweaver Workshop
The day began with an introduction into the
usefulness and the capabilities of
Macromedia Dreamweaver the counterpart
of Microsoft’s FrontPage, which is a
website development programme. All of us
at the workshop knew that Dreamweaver
was very popular with trainee teachers and
so we were all very enthusiastic about
learning as much as we could. We were not
disappointed.

Slowly and clearly, like an excellent
craftsman at work, we were brought through
step-by-step instructions that made it easy
for everyone to follow. Seeing our first
website unfold before our eyes was
indescribable. To top it, we were even taught
and advised about obtaining website space
from reputable servers. The day ended with
all of us uploading our final ‘master-pieces’
online. It was great to know we had created

our very own website in which the whole
world is invited to visit!

More importantly, as teachers-to-be, we are
all challenged to incorporate the websites
we create as teaching tools for our students.
Of course it does not end there, having
learnt the skills to build a successful website
can open doors to more student-teacher
exchanges. In a time where students are fast

acquiring ‘cyber’ skills, website
development will soon be just basic skills.
Everyone will know how to do it. Thus, as
teachers, we should always be in-the-know
of keeping up with the times. All of us at
the workshop will certainly be looking
forward to more such workshops in the
future. So bring it on NIE!

Holiday IT Courses

During the year end holidays last year, NIE
conducted a series of IT courses for trainees.
Courses held included Macromedia
Dreamweaver, Microsoft Frontpage, Adobe
Photoshop 6.0, Macromedia Flash MX and
Hot Potatoes. These are either one or two-
day courses and are absolutely free (unless
you signed up for it and did not turn up). At
the end of each course, you will be given a
certificate to prove that you have gone for
the course. As the courses are limited in
numbers, each trainee can only sign up for
one course. So how good are these courses?
Let’s take a look at some reviews…

Hot Potatoes
BY JASMINE GAN

One of the aims of this course is to provide
the participants with the skills to create
interactive web-based assessment which
can be delivered to any Internet connected
computer that are equipped with a browser
i.e. Internet Explorer or Navigator.  In
addition, participants learn how to use Hot
Potatoes to construct the following
assessment types: MCQs, gap-fill exercises,
online crosswords puzzles, jumbled
sentence exercises and matching/ordering

Holiday IT Programmes

I’ve always had a penchant for writing
and admittedly, my diary was my most
indispensable possession. Well, that was
a year ago until I discovered an on-line
journal site that enabled me to create and
personalize my own diary with a click
of a button! My NIE pals own one too. -
Best of all its FREE!

Undeniably, we are rapidly emerging as
fervent users of technology and with the

HOP ON TO THE BLOGGERS WORLD!
Here’s how you can have your own cool and FREE online journal! – By Nur Farhana Abd Kader.

proliferation of ‘personalized on-line diary
sites’, its no wonder that on-line journaling
is fast becoming a trend. The official term
for on-line journaling is called ‘blogging’
where you can document and publish
personally-significant topics such as your
interests, aspirations, or your life! You can
opt to create a ‘private’ blog where only you
can have access to your personal writings
or choose a ‘public’ blog where everyone
worldwide can read your story! Even if

you’re not IT savvy, you will find the
myriad of colorful pre-set template and
instructions a child’s play! Once and for
all, get over the anxiety of someone
snooping in your journal and the hassle of
books and papers!

Personally, I feel that there are two cardinal
points that motivate me to write my journal.
First, it is quintessentially the best medium
for self-expression as it allows me to pen

my thoughts and emotions without any
restrictions. Secondly, I can reflect on
what I have written and this actually
empowers me with self-knowledge and
self-discovery! So, if you have not started
a journal, start one now and join the world
of bloggers! Check out;
http://www.blogspot.com and http://
www.diaryland.com for more details.

BY COLIN LAI

exercises.  By the end of the course,
participants will know how to construct the
6 types of interactive web-based
assessments mentioned; understand the
assessment scoring system; include
feedback responses for the assessments and
convert web-based assessments e.g. create
quizzes and link to homepage and create
personal or school web pages.

As prior programming knowledge is not
required, Hot Potatoes is easy to use and
thus can be used as a form of informal
assessment for students. Students in turn
will enjoy the flexibility to do it anywhere
anytime and get instant feedback and
responses for their answers. However, there
are some limitations. Hot Potatoes is only
meant for non-formal assessments as some
internet savvy students can get the answers
to the assessments by hacking codes.  This
is possible because the code can actually
be viewed on the browser. Moreover, the
results are not effectively captured in a
database to allow meaningful computation.
Therefore, it is not advisable to use Hot
Potatoes for formal assessments such as an
examination.

Nevertheless, Hot Potatoes is free for use
to people working for publicly-funded
educational institutions which are non-

profit making on the condition that the
material is produced using the program and
is freely available to anyone via the World
Wide Web.  Thus, for teachers who want to
have informal assessments, Hot Potatoes is
a good choice.

Free downloading of Hot Potatoes is
available through the following link:

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/halfbaked/

Adobe Photoshop V.6
BY TEO SHI LING

This course is a basic introduction to this
extremely useful tool in digital imaging.
Throughout this one day course, you will
learn how to use the various tools available
in Photoshop. A manual was given at the
start of the course for the participants. There
is quite a lot of information of what a pixel/
resolution is. There are instructions of what
to do with the various tools and pictures that
are provided. We have 3 “projects” to do
throughout the one day course. These
projects will give you a better understanding
of what you are doing and how useful
Photoshop is. I would recommend you to
bring a diskette along so as to save your
final products in it.

On the down side, this Photoshop program
does not come cheap. The latest version of
Photoshop (version 7) costs around $500-
$700. So, unless you’re a heavy user of
digital imaging, there is really not much
point in paying for this particular software.
But it is still acceptable to pick up this
course if you are interested in graphics
because once you are attached to a school,
it should have this software installed in its
computers. This skill will come in useful if
you are to help in managing or designing
the school’s website. However, other than
that, I cannot really see a relevance to our
teaching in schools. Nevertheless, if you are
an avid fan of touching-up on your digital
photographs or creating images, this course
would not be a waste.

On the whole, the whole series of IT courses
were fruitful and informative for everyone
who attended. As for how relevant it is, it
really is up to you to decide as to whether
you will need it in the future. If you have
nothing on during the school holidays, this
will be a good way to enrich your
knowledge and spend the time as well.
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The NIE Teacher’s Investiture ceremony
commenced on the 8th of July 2003 and was
spread over 3 sessions in 2 days. It was held
in the Singapore Indoor Stadium where
2392 newly qualified teachers received
their NIE diplomas at the ceremony graced
by the Guest-of-Honour, Rear-Admiral
(NS) Teo Chee Hean, former Minister for
Education.

Teacher’s Investiture July 2003

Voices catches up with one of the
graduates who took the teacher’s pledge
in the ceremony: Mohamed Subair Bin
Mohd Kunju. He received his Bachelor
of Science with Diploma in Education and
the NTU Alumni Prize for excellence in
academic performance and co-curricular
activities. If readers remember, he was
also the chief editor of Voices for the first
3 issues and is now a full-fledged teacher.
In an email interview, we found out more
about his transition from trainee to full-
fledged teacher and revealed some
pointers on adjusting to school life as a
new teacher.

Subair entered the teaching fraternity in
June 2003 during the school’s June
Structured Programme. He takes charge
of the ELDDS and teaches Biology,
General Science and English Language.
Being in two departments, he had to report
to two supervisors, attend two meetings
and such. Still, he derives great
satisfaction in helping the students and
winning them over.

How has full-time teaching been so far?
I was somewhat unsettled, I must say,
when bogged down with a lot of work
though it was something I was expecting
all along. I was given the full load and
had a Normal Technical class with 9
periods per week. Dealing with the
Normal (T) students everyday was quite

a challenge in itself initially and
demoralizing at times. But when you finally
win them over it’s a great feeling of
accomplishment.

We have to be very alert and keep so many
things in mind when starting out, and we
should not be too hard on ourselves. There
were times when I blamed myself for
forgetting to do certain things and not being
able to meet some deadlines.  It is therefore
important I feel, to constantly remind
yourself that you are new and in the process
of learning the ropes.

How is it different from practicum?
Unlike the practicum days, time is not a
luxury we have in our hands when we take
on the full load. Lesson plans have to be
simpler and have to be done quickly. I find
that I was more relaxed during practicum.
Now when supervisors are going to sit in,
you have to be really careful with your
lessons as they come under thorough
scrutiny. Of course, now we are also better
equipped with pupil and time management
skills compared to the practicum days.

How has the training in NIE help in
preparing you for teaching?
Training in NIE has helped in some areas
but I think it can never get you totally ready
to take on the students as they vary from
school to school and even between classes
within the same school. A set of teaching
repertoire you employ for one class may
strangely not work at all for another. And
furthermore we tend to draw more from our

experience with teachers when we were
students rather than the training in NIE.

Any tips for new graduates?
The challenge in teaching I have
recognized is striking that balance between
having a good rapport with the students and
maintaining good discipline at the same
time. I feel that the first few lessons really
make a big difference to the way the class
students perceive us. The most important
issues we have to establish early would be
of course classroom discipline, our
expectations and show that we mean what
we say. Empty threats and constant nagging
will cause you to lose your credibility with
the students.

Picking up some information about a class
from colleagues before you go into the class
for the first time might be useful as you
would not be totally taken by surprise. This
is especially so for classes which are tough
to handle. During the first few weeks of
your teaching, you really have to be on
guard and address all misbehaviour
promptly and fairly, as students will be
sizing you up during this period of time.

I have learnt you can never be too organized
in the teaching profession. Therefore it
would be very wise to devise ways to
organize everything right from the start.
There are just so many things to keep in
mind so a good organizer or PDA would
be a fine investment.

Accepting changes and taking on duties,

BY JOANNA HAH

In his speech, Rear-Admiral Teo thanked
teachers who have “exemplified qualities
like the strong sense of responsibility and
motivation… and passion for our children”
during the SARS crisis and exhorted them
as “powerful reminders of what it takes to
be a teacher”. How teachers should remain
active learners and be “unafraid of change”
was a theme emphasized by Rear-Admiral
Teo during the ceremony. Professor Leo

Tan reinforced this by announcing NIE’s
many efforts in conducting a range of
diplomas, short in-service courses and the
introduction of a part-time degree
programme that allows “non-graduate
teachers to pursue a degree with least
disruption to their work schedules”. The
valedictorian, Mr. Martin Chan Weng Onn,
also brought up the increasingly erroneous
“iron rice-bowl mentality” associated with

the civil service. The reality, according to
him, is that “no one owes us a living, not
even in the civil service” and “as teachers…
we must make a conscious effort to upgrade
ourselves and remain relevant”. He
summed up with a quote from Henry David
Thoreau: “I know of no more encouraging
fact than the unquestionable ability of man
to elevate his life by conscious endeavour.”

Making the difference…
which you may dislike, is part of the job
and it is important to take it in your stride.
And of course, being humble when you are
new is essential to maintaining good
relationships with your colleagues just as
it is in any other profession.

You once said in your editor’s column:
“I am bestowed with the power to make
a difference to lives (pardon the cliché)
and in spite of how exceedingly tough the
going gets; I am all set to make that
difference.”

Has this sentiment changed? I
understand one semester is not
long enough to effect any major change,
but do you feel you have made or are in
the process of making a difference?

Haha…  I was such an idealist then, wasn’t
I? Well I still would like to make a
difference to people which is why I am in
this profession. In the last semester, there
were times when I wondered if I have,
when I helped to get books for Normal
technical students who couldn’t afford
them, from their seniors and when I
counseled some students on their studies
and home situations. I haven’t done
anything major I guess, as I was just so busy
with my survival stage and settling in. I sure
hope to achieve more the next year. Wish
me luck.

Making the difference is indeed a teacher’s
vocation. Voices would like to wish Subair
all the best in his endeavours.

BY JOANNA HAH
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Resonating the theme on how teachers need
to stay relevant, here is one study that can
help update teachers on the changes
undergone by their students as they
progress from JC to society. The study on
JC students was reported in The New Paper
previously. Voices found out more about it
through an email interview with Prof Cheah
Horn Mun, Dean, Foundation Programmes
and Prof Allan Luke, Dean, Centre for
Research in Pedagogy and Practice, the
originators of the study.

What the study is about?

Prof Luke told Voices: “It’s a study of
‘educational consequences’ and life
pathways. Traditionally, education systems
are concerned with how schooling leads to
better test and exam scores. This study will
ask how schools contribute to improved life
pathways: we’ll be looking at employment,
psychological stress, attitudes and values,
cultural and civic participation, happiness

Consider the Colorado shootings in April
1999, when two Columbine High School
students went on a shooting rampage,
killing 12 other students and a teacher
before committing suicide in one of
many other similar tragedies in the U.S.
Consider also the group of Japanese
second-year junior high school students
who beat a homeless man to death in
Tokyo. Closer to home, we have heard
of students who bullied peers and juniors
in appalling cases of violence. These
cases of juvenile delinquency were
committed by teens who did not consider
the consequences of their actions nor felt
for their victims.

As the world changes at break-neck
speed and information bombards us from
the internet and media, how do students
handle all this information and find their
own stand without following blindly
certain erroneous opinions, sometimes
pushed forth aggressively by the media
and which go against traditionally upheld
values? How do teachers deal with
apathetic, cynical, “wooly” students who
subscribe to the belief, that moral
standards are relative and that as long as
one can defend one’s view, it is correct?
How can teachers raise their students’
awareness in order to dispel the
egocentricity prevalent in youths today?

These were the concerns expressed by
teachers and NIE lecturers Ms Thana

and a many other variable outcomes that
pan out across peoples’ lives.” While this
is not the first study on youths, it is “the
first longitudinal one that actually will
follow students as they move across
different institutions and experiences in
their lives”, and will track the same youths
for 3-5 years or even longer.

The study administers surveys with some
open-ended questions on the same students
annually and the idea is to “conduct similar
studies with kids in schools, and to move
out into some cohorts of Polytechnic
students in the coming years, to extend the
spread of our data.”

What inspired the research…

In Prof Luke’s words: “Think of it this way
– we know some students turn up
unemployed later, or that others wind up
doing very well economically, that some
wind up with mental health problems, that

Interviews with Profs Cheah Horn Mun & Allan Luke

some succeed and some fail, that some
wind up migrating, that some go onto
tertiary education. But we don’t know
actually who ends up how and where, why
and to what end.” This study tries to answer
“one of the key questions of modern social
science and a key question for social policy:
how are life pathways changing in relation
to the rapidly changing and risky
economies, new globalised cultures and
technologies?”

In addition to helping teachers stay abreast
with changing youth attitudes, there are
also efforts to equip teachers with skills to
stay relevant in a rapidly-changing world.
Prof Cheah was quoted in the New Paper
article as saying that NIE has made efforts
to prepare trainee teachers “to teach with
an emphasis on both innovation and
entrepreneurship.” We asked him what the
changes are. According to him, “Innovation
and Entrepreneurship are not attributes that
can be effectively taught within a classroom

setting.  In our upcoming curriculum
review for all initial teacher training
programmes, one of the emphases will be
for trainees to experience and apply I&E
within an actual environment.” Such
“opportunities for trainees to exercise these
responses” will be created.  “As the first
major step in this direction, the review will
look into the possibility of ensuring that
all trainees are given the opportunity to
participate in service-learning projects,
where they will be able to exercise their
own judgments in dealing with challenges
that they might face.”

Indeed, with this study, teachers are
equipped with more information to further
understand their students and help them
hone skills needed to succeed in life.
Teachers are also better prepared to adopt
and inculcate increasingly significant
survival traits in today’s world:
entrepreneurship and creativity in the
classroom. All these bear good news for
both students and teachers alike.

Revitalizing the humble teaching tool  -
Newspapers to engage hearts and minds

The advantages and potential of
newspapers are vast and far-reaching. They
are cheap, easily accessible and draw the
link between what is learnt in the classroom
and the actual application in the real world.
Already, newspapers here have recognized
its potential to help students and have made
efforts to cater to these young readers. For
instance, there is an educational section of
GP-styled comprehension passages in The
Straits Times every Monday. A new
publication “What’s Up- News for kids”
has also been launched recently and is
advertised on its website as “a monthly
newspaper for children who are old enough
to start getting interested in current affairs”.
It is read mainly by upper primary pupils
and teachers can use it as a resource for
subjects like English language and Social
Studies. Interactive electronic versions of
newspapers like the Boston Herald-
Newspapers in Education (NIE) http://
www.bostonherald.com/nie/” http://
www.bostonherald.com/nie/  also appeals
with animations of concepts like cloning.

Ultimately, it is all about teaching more
creatively. Both Ms. Tan and Ms. Thaver
insisted that the use of newspapers as
teaching tools is not a new idea and saw
the workshop as a reminder to teachers to
find more ways of teaching creatively.
Using whatever appeals to one’s students
is most important. Once the mind is
engaged and the heart is convinced,
students will then be able to put the values

Thaver and Ms Tan Chee Soon, who saw
such feedback as a “cry for help”.
Consequently, they came up with ideas on
how newspapers can be used to teach
values and critical thinking skills through
engaging students’ hearts and minds. And
this culminated in a workshop given by Ms.
Tan at a recent conference, titled “The use
of newspapers in teaching and learning”
held by the Press Foundation of Singapore.

How exactly do we use newspapers to
teach? The newspaper provides a real
situation and becomes a good platform to
raise awareness and spark off discussions.
Students can be taught critical thinking
skills when they learn how to differentiate
between views put forth in the media. Ms.
Thaver recommended Paul’s reasoning
model to guide students in questioning the
motives and assumptions behind an article,
the evidence put forth and the implications
of an action. Students can also put
themselves in the shoes of the various
characters presented and perhaps even role-
play, thereby exploring different
perspectives and dilemmas of those
reported. The heart is engaged when
empathy is aroused in the students and they
can feel for the characters, provoking
deeper soul-searching and analysis. This is
when the teachers help to guide them
towards desirable values and behaviours.
Moral thinking and moral feeling will then,
ideally, lead to moral doing.

taught to use in reality. And this is when
the teacher actually makes the
difference.

For readers who are keen to know more
about teaching with newspapers…

Take a look at Dr. Michele Borba’s
interview (one of the sources for the
workshop)
http://www.educationworld.com/
a_issues/chat/chat055.shtml”
http://www.educationworld.com/
a_issues/chat/chat055.shtml
10 ways of teaching with the newspapers
http://www.educationworld.com/
a_lesson/lesson139.shtml”
http://www.educationworld.com/
a_lesson/lesson139.shtml

More articles on moral intelligence
http://www.moralintelligence.com/
Pages/Articles.htm”
http://www.moralintelligence.com/
Pages/Articles.htm
More ways to use newspapers as
teaching tools
http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/
ed300847.html”
http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/
ed300847.html
An introduction to “What’s Up- News
for Kids”
NK “http://www.newsforkids.com.sg/”
http://www.newsforkids.com.sg/

BY JOANNA HAH

BY JOANNA HAH
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Although several people fainted during the
Brussels’ Body Worlds exhibition, held in
the vaulted cellars of a slaughterhouse,
most visitors in Singapore that were in the
exhibition with me, seemed fascinated
rather than repulsed. Ironically, some teens
were even cracking jokes of the exhibits
disrespectfully.

Many who saw the news on Body Worlds
Exhibition must have thought that it was
sick, macabre and even blasphemous, but
the display of dissected human bodies
which has caused controversy everywhere
it has been, is truly educational and a
celebration of the human form. Not only
so, like performing actors, the bodies also
demonstrate an attempt of the creator to
blend art and science. (Actually, most
importantly, it makes the science and art
teachers’ job easier if the students have all
been sent to this exhibition.)

In fact, for centuries, both physicians and
artists have been pursuing to provide the
general public with a comprehensive
understanding of the entire human
anatomy. Like the quote found in the
exhibit’s publicity brochure from the
Germany’s most famous poet Johann

An Eye-Opener
BY JASMINE GAN HWEE PING

Wolfgang von Goethe “Anatomical
dissection opens up the profundity of nature
to us more than any other effort and
observation.”

The tour begins with a human skeleton,
followed by the locomotive system, the
digestive system, special nerve and vessel
specimens and even the development of
new life in the womb.  Like a three-
dimensional textbook, the exhibition
features the instructional display of
individual exhibits, thus enabling the
visitors to experience anatomy step by step
as an intrinsic part of their body. It also
includes artistic pieces such as “The
Fencer,” “The Runner,” “The Chess
Player” and “The Lasso Thrower,” named
according to their poses. For example, “The
Chess Player” features a man hunched over
a chessboard with his brain and nerves
exposed and pondering on how to
checkmate his opponent.

These real human corpses were preserved
using a technique called ‘plastination’, was
developed by Professor Gunther von
Hagens. Plastination is undoubtedly a
trailblazing development in medicine.
Body fluids are replaced with synthetic

polymers resulting in a dry and
odourless body. This technique
is also used by medical facilities
around the world including
Singapore.  But the privilege to
view corpses and the human
body’s interior has until recently
been always confined to
medical students and anatomists
in dissection rooms. Thus, Body
Worlds provides an opportunity
for the general public to enjoy
the fascinating insights into the
human body and marvel at the
diversity and beauty of human
nature.  It also serves as a
reflection about our own
attitude towards health, life and
death. For example, among the
exhibits, smokers’ lung was
placed side by side with a health
lung serving a didactic effect.

Nevertheless, judging from the
admission pricing, children and
the disabled are encouraged to
visit the exhibition. Secondary and Junior College students pay $12, disabled visitors enjoy
a 50% discount and working adults pays $18. How about the teachers? How could they
have forgotten about the wonderful educators who play no lesser a role in transmitting
knowledge to the students?

McCafe, the first thought of it was “Not
another McDonald’s”. Alighting from the
shuttle bus at the doorstep of Great World
City, I caught sight of the McCafe sign. It
was with much curiosity as I followed the
sign to where the café was situated. I was
prepared for the most ridiculous sight of a
café with Ronald playing usher at the
entrance, coloured plastic chairs, rows of
queues at the counter and an amusing
thought of what toys could possibly come
together with value meals.

Walking through the bright and cheery
McDonald’s and into the adjacent McCafe,
I was greeted by a totally different
ambience, soft-lighting and grey sofas that
was well-blended into the brown-themed
café. The baristas behind the counter
greeted me with a familiar smile and they
were patient with customers who simply
could not make up their mind on what to
order. McCafe has got a well-varied menu
with finger food such as sandwiches,
pastries and Frappes on top of the usual café
fare of cakes and espresso blends. The
coffee served was rich in texture and had a
full-bodied taste. The cakes were not as rich
and were slightly smaller than those you
find at other cafes. Nevertheless, any slices
would be just adequate for a light snack and
ensures that you would not get sick of your

McCafe, It’s A Place And More… …

cheesecakes and left them half eaten.
McCafe serves nice hot chocolate too,
complete with frothy milk and
marshmallows. The prices are also highly
affordable and it would not be a problem
at all to get a large sized Latte, a cake and
your change back when you pay your bill
with a ten-dollar note.

As I sank into one of the grey-leathered
sofas, I took a glance around this cosy
place. I marvelled at how McDonald’s has
been with me through my growing up
years. I still remember the weekly visits to
McDonald’s to collect toys that comes
along with Happy Meals, the long queues
and those friendly smiles which I found at
a place similar to the one adjoining
McCafe. Now, although I have chosen
preference over French fries to
cheesecakes, the McDonald’s name would
still be the one that first comes to mind.

A rather clichéd phrase but true, as life can
be rewarding even without a fat pay
cheque. The secret to a blissful life is to
have a healthy one. However, a healthy life
requires you to exercise regularly, have
sufficient rest and eat the right food.

Eating the right food means you must be
mindful of what types of food you consume
daily. After all, you are what you eat, right?
Eating foods that are high in saturated fat,
sugar, and salt on a regular basis can lead
to several health conditions. Why put your
body in danger when you can simply eat
healthy and enjoy life.

Eating healthy does not mean that you
cannot enjoy what you eat. You do not have
to kill your taste buds to live a healthy
existence. Eating healthy means that you
merely include the essential nutrients
required by the body in your daily meals.

Each type of nutrient has a particular
function. For instance, carbohydrates such
as rice, oats, wheat noodles, bread and
breakfast cereals provide the body with
energy. Fats provide energy for the body
as well as act as a protective layer to hold
organs such as the heart, liver and kidneys
in place. However, an excess intake of food

“Health is Wealth”

that is high in saturated fat such as poultry
skin, butter, full-cream milk or coconut
milk will clog up arteries causing serious
health conditions like heart attack and
stroke. So watch out for those delicious
pastries, cakes and fast food by eating in
moderation.

Protein food such as meat, poultry, seafood,
eggs and dairy products helps to build,
maintain and repair body cells and tissues.
Vitamins and minerals protect the body
against diseases and help the body to work
properly. Apart from nutrients, the body
also requires dietary fiber and plenty of
water to function well and stay healthy.

No single food gives all the nutrients
required by the body. Therefore, eat a
variety of foods to obtain all the nutrients.
Try not to skip meals as it only ends up
robbing your body of the minerals it needs.
It is important to have three meals a day.
You can always exercise to be in shape and
keep fit.  Looking good is as important to
us as living well, and a person can only
look good and live well at the same time if
they put some thought into their daily
dietary needs. We have but one life to live
and one body to live it in, so protecting our
body is the smartest thing to do.

BY JOANNA JOSEPH AARON BY POH MEI CHENG
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Valentine’s Day often brings to mind these
images: bouquets of roses being sold at
exorbitant prices, candlelit dinners priced
at equally high prices, boxes of chocolate
assortments. Yes, there is no denying that
Valentine’s Day is increasingly more
commercialized year after year.
Furthermore, many of us may not have the
financial capacity to splurge on all these
goodies. These days, budget seems to be
the buzz word around town, with budget
airlines and all. We here at NIE are trained
to predict solutions to problems even before
they occur, remember our lesson plans? So
here are four creative suggestions to
celebrating Valentine’s Day on a budget.

#1 Make your own gifts.

There are many choices when it comes to
buying presents for Valentine’s Day,
especially so for the girls. Many companies
come up with special packages and
promotions just for this big day. For
example, the major cosmetic houses put
together prettily packaged makeup sets.
Perhaps this year, you could make your
own gifts. Handmade gifts are more

Bringing a Deeper Sense of Meaning into Valentine’s Day
BY ZARELDA GOH

meaningful as people usually assume that
more time and effort is needed to make the
gift. For those who are not too artistically
inclined, fret not as handmade gifts cover
a wide variety. One suggestion is putting
together a compilation of meaningful songs
on a CD, or for those who are musically
inclined, you could record your own songs,
perhaps with musical accompaniment as
well. Another suggestion is making a photo
collage, where all you need is a bunch of
photos of you and your Valentine and some
stationery. Other suggestions are doing a
cross-stitch piece and making paper roses.
The possibilities are endless.

# 2 Prepare the meal.

Instead of going to a restaurant where the
a la carte menu is usually replaced by a set
lunch and dinner, try preparing your own
meal at home. Cookbooks with easy recipes
are available in every bookshop to help
those who are unfamiliar with cooking.
Pasta is one easy but delicious dish that is
good for beginners. Ready-made mixes are
available in every supermarket to help
those who want to bake a cake but do not

know where to start. An easy-to-prepare
meal could include items like salad, pasta,
potato wedges and brownies with ice
cream. Even sandwiches can make a good
staple for any meals. Look to Subway for
ideas. For those who can cook up a fantastic
meal, here is your chance to display your
skills. The meal could be served at your
home, perhaps over candlelight if it is in
the evening, or if this is not possible, you
could pack the meal and head down to the
beach or a park and have a picnic whilst
the sun is setting. Again here, the creativity
lies in your hands. I personally recommend
pasta; remember Disney’s “Lady & the
Tramp”? The pasta eating scene….get the
idea!!!

# 3 Send e-cards

E-cards are a great way to send your
greetings, especially if you are one to send
cards to many friends. There are many
websites that have colourful and pretty e-
cards for every occasion including
Valentine’s Day, such as
bluemountain.com. Furthermore, e-cards
are useful when it comes to contacting

friends and loved ones overseas. Some
websites have ready-made cards where you
just type in your message and hit the send
key, whilst others give you some leeway
in creating your own card. Search for
suitable sites using search engines and I am
sure there will be an abundance to choose
from.

Last but not least,

# 4 Simply enjoy the company of your
loved one.

Valentine’s Day would not be complete
without the company of the person whom
you have chosen to spend it with. Yes, all
the frills of Valentine’s Day does help create
that romantic atmosphere, but essentially
it is having the person of your choice by
your side that makes the day a special one.
So at the end of the day, it does not matter
what you do, but how meaningful the time
spent is.

Dearest Aunt Fartee,

Help! I just cannot help nodding off in concert
halls and those abstract paintings are simply
too unfathomable for me. In fact, walking
down those ever empty halls alone makes me
want to run for the exit! Aunt Fartee, do you
think you can lend me a copy of The Idiot’s
Guide to Art Appreciation? Please?

Yours truly,
Hopeless Case

Dear Hopeless case,

Oh sweetie, I am afraid I do not know of the
existence any of those Idiot’s Guide to Art
Appreciation, not among the lovely art lover’s
collection in my library definitely. Even if
there is one, *ahem* I am afraid that book
would not come in useful for me anyway. But
worry not my dear, there is definitely
something for you out there. Here, I’ll
introduce you some interesting events.
And all you little darlings out there do send
all your queries to me, Aunt Artee Fartee, your
aunt agony for the arts. By the way, as I have
noted in the last issue, kindly address your
letters to Aunt Artee and not Fartee.

Aunt ARTEE FARTEE

Sweetie, perhaps you would prefer light-
hearted performances. If you are familiar with
hosts of Taiwanese variety shows such as
Chang Hsiao-yen, Pu Hsueh Liang from
Happy Sunday and Liu Hanya from GUESS,
do catch these popular celebrities in Huayi:

Dear Aunt Artee Fartee

Sand and a Distant Star, 31Jan04 till
01Feb04 at the Esplanade Theatre. This play
is directed by Stan Lai (Lai Sheng Chuan),
who was named “Asia’s Top Theatre
Director” by Asiaweek. It tells the story of
a watch vendor, Ye Ying, who has been
studying the stars for 20 years. Ye Ying has
been pinning for the return of her husband,
whom she believes has been abducted by
aliens. This play comes with English
subtitles.

In the festive mood of the Chinese New Year,
gain a whole new insight into the traditional
paper cuts at Fabulous Feast. These little
red cuttings that used to don Chinese
households in the past and in some families
during Chinese New Year, have presented
themselves in the grand concourse of the
Esplanade. My dear Hopeless, I believe you
should be able to find a certain sense of
familiarity in this exhibition that is held from
09th Jan04 till 08th Feb04. Interestingly,
these artworks are named after traditional
Chinese New Year goodies. The play of word
and cheeky names for the paper cuttings
should keep your mind boggling.
Another interesting piece of visual art
installation can be found at the 4th floor of
the Esplanade Mall from 21 Dec03 till 14
Mar04. Titled A Snapshot of resilient
Singaporeans in a Challenging 2003, this
World Largest EPSON Photo Collage has
been recognised as the largest photo mosaic
by the Guinness World Records. This great
piece of artwork took 300 volunteers and
over 10 000 hours of volunteer work to
complete. Also 16,800 individuals from all
walks of life contributed at least $10 each to
have their photos included.

Bluetooth enabled phones

Carrefour Dhoby Ghaut

Travellators

Trilogy: Lord Of The Rings

Subscription-based music download

programs like ITunes and Napster

Hip-hop (the whole package: eat, live

and breathe hip-hop)

The Last Samurai - Samurai likes ‘Ang

Moh’ (Tom Cruise)

Lifestyle Magazine: Her World Body

Jazz and Blues

Who wants to steal a million?

Budget Airlines & Hotels

MMS enabled phones

Carrefour Suntec City Mall

Escalators

Trilogy: The Matrix

Free but illegal music download

programs like Kazaa and Napster

Hip-hop (acting like one)

Kill Bill Vol.1 - Samurai-Like Chick

(Uma Thurman)

Lifestyle Magazine: Her World

Classical (Bond)

Who wants to be a millionaire?

Budget Hotels
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BY POH MEI CHENG

BY ADELINE LOW
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The Inter-school games (ISG) is held annually where students from NTU and NIE challenge
one another in twelve different events such as ball games like basketball, touch rugby and
volleyball. The ISG provides an opportunity for students from different schools to interact
and build a good rapport among one another.

This year, NIE host the 4th annual ISG from the 17th November to the 17th December 2003.

2003/04 Inter School Games
BY JASMINE TAN

Guest-of-honour Professor Teo

Our victorious team in action

Our honorable guest, Professor Toh-Koh Sock Miang from the Physical Education and
Sports Science (PESS) Faculty of NIE declared the ISG opened in the NTU Sports
Recreation Centre (SRC) on the 24th November 2003. The enthusiastic crowd broke into a
deafening roar when the performances began. They cheered and rejoiced as everyone was
mesmerized by the presence of the performers. It was indeed superb performances brought
to the spectators by Hall 5 band and dance team!

Adding on to the spice of the ceremony was the delicious food provided by the famous
Hall 9 canteen which filled the empty stomachs of everyone.

The highlight of the event during the opening ceremony was the men’s basketball final
between NIE and CEE. Though our NIE team faced a stiff competition from the opposing
team, they managed to defend their Inter-school basketball title with their determined

fighting spirit. For the female final, NBS clinched the title after having a close game with
MPE.

There was almost an endless round of cheers and applause at the SRC throughout the four-
hour event!

The games had unofficially kicked off with the men and female finals for Frisbee and
touch rugby the week before opening ceremony. NIE teams fared very well! Both male
and female teams did our school proud by delivering the top positions for both games.
NIE fielded strong male and female teams for floor ball and volleyball, as well as the
Sepak Takraw Regu.  Our players displayed their prowess at the court, thrashed their
opponents and emerged champions with ease. Great performances and team spirit were
showed by each player during each match.

3 cheers to all the participants for the wonderful games they have played! Hip, Hip, Hurray!

NIE netball, water polo, soccer and hockey team are training hard for their upcoming
events. Let’s wish them all the best.

After a month of intense sporting
competition between the various Schools
of NTU, the Inter-Games finally came
to a close on the 17th of December 2003.
The Closing Ceremony, which was held
at Hall 10, began with a performance by
the Hall 13 jam-band, belting out a series
of popular and familiar tunes to an
appreciative audience. This was then
followed by the highlight of the evening
– the prize presentation ceremony. NIE
was a runaway success during these
Games, dominating every sport, and
even emerging as champion in many of
them. This year’s ISG was no doubt an
excellent one, due to the efforts and
enthusiasm of the organising committee
and the participants. It has certainly been
a very fruitful outing for the NIE
participants, and there should be little
doubt that everybody will be looking
forward to ISG 2004 next year.

BY KELVIN LEE

Inter-School Games 2003 Closing Ceremony
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Being the avid fan that I am, I could not
say no when I heard that the WWE (
previously known as WWF ) was
coming to Singapore. A friend and I
immediately bought tickets and though
the front row tickets were sold out, we
managed to get decent seats. This was
the second time that the WWE has come
to Singapore.

Not defeated by the heavy downpour, I
persisted in queuing up to see the 295lbs
Brock Lesnar and the gorgeous Dawn
Marie in a meet the fans session at Plaza
Singapore before heading for the show
at the Singapore Indoor Stadium where
Brock Lesnar definitely gave his two
cents worth about what he thought of
Singapore and some wannabes.

During the show itself, there were the
usual impressive entrances, coupled
with loud entrance themes as well as
fireworks, screaming fans with their
hands in the air constantly, flashes going
of everywhere when the wrestlers
performed their signature moves, high
flying actions and adrenalin pumping
action.

WWE Smack Down
BY KOGI

NIE has successfully defended the Inter-
School Games Title for the 3rd year
running! As hosts of the ISG 2003, we
emerged overall champions with a tally of
63 points, with our nearest contenders
NBS coming in with 36 points and CEE
with 35 points in 3rd position.

The PESS Club 2nd Management
Committee would like to thank all the
participants and supporters for their time
and effort in making ISG 2003 a success.
We would also like to congratulate the
players on a job well done, having shown
tremendous spirit and sportsmanship
throughout the month- long event.

We don’t promise you adventures like Indiana Jones, though we are
certain that the experiences you gain will be unforgettable!

So why not come participate in this chance of a lifetime to touch lives
beyond Singapore!

2 projects to Myanmar
The projects entail collaboration between our trainee teachers and Burmese teachers in the
exchange of teaching pedagogies in a cross cultural context. These projects provide
participants with opportunities for interaction with Burmese students through outdoor
activities, IT and English language teaching. If you ready to rough it out, here’s your
chance!

2 projects to North Vietnam
Focusing on pre-school and primary school children which includes the minority communities
of the society, the projects will work closely with the Vietnam National University (VNU).
Main project objectives include upgrading of sports and playground facilities and interaction
with teachers and students of the school, set in the beautiful rural villages of North Vietnam.

The wrestlers themselves were larger than
life. It was almost surreal to see them up
close and doing the things they did best,
thrash talking, body slamming and lots of
“unfavorable” vocabulary. But then again
that is what makes the WWE special. I
mean where else would you see future
teachers sitting among a male dominated
crowd waving their hands in the air
chanting catch phrases like “ You tapped
out”, “619” and “You suck” and the
occasional finger. I was quite happy with
the huge names that came, Brock Lesnar,
The Big Show, Ric Flair, Los Gurreros,
John Cena, Rey Misterio but was definitely
disappointed that Kurt Angle and The
Undertaker did not show up. I have to say
that I enjoyed myself that night.

For all you guys who think that wrestling
is all about huge muscular guys going at
each other’s throats, and prefer to watch
22 guys run after a puny ball, what can I
say? And girls, by you watching wrestling,
your boyfriends will be forced to do
something about the “ab-less” bodies of
theirs.  So what do you say, should we start
our own NIE-WWE fan site?

BY WOO JIN QUAN, WOODY
Chairman, PESS Club 2nd Management Committee

The games will be held from 3-18 February at Hall 12 Communal Hall and will commence
at 7.15pm unless stated otherwise. (Except for Snooker which will be held at Nanyang
House Billiard Room and starts at 12.30pm)

Prelim Semis & Final
Weiqi 03/02 17/02
Scrabble 06/02 13/02
Contract Bridge 11/02 16/02
Boggle 09/02 18/02
Carrom 09/02 17/02
Snooker  - 07/02
Othello 05/02 13/02
Chinese Chess 04/02 18/02
International Chess 10/02 16/02

Interested parties please email your particulars to our Sports Officer, Jasmine Tan at
jasmine_ttc@hotmail.com or contact her at 9751 0511. Closing date: 31st January 2004.

NIE has conquered the ISG (Inter-School
Games), now it’s time for the ISRG (Inter-

School Recreational Games).

Frisbee - 1st
Basketball (M) - 1st
Basketball (F) - Knockout Round
T-Rugby (M) - 1st
T-Rugby (F) - 1st
Floorball (M) - 1st
Floorball (F) -  1st
Softball - 4th
Soccer (M) - 2nd
Soccer (F) - 1st
Volleyball (M) - 1st
Volleyball (F) - 1st
Sepak Takraw - 1st
Netball - 2nd
Waterpolo - Knockout Round
Hockey -  2nd

NIE-SIF Youth Expedition Projects
1 project to Kerala, India
The project is dedicated to the building of a Youth Centre to be used by the enthusiastic,
creative and vibrant village young ones. The project is also tailored for a great deal of
pedagogical exchange amongst teachers and the once-in-lifetime opportunity to teach in a
school in India. Want to experience the magnificent Indian culture and discover the magical
traditional medicinal history of Ayurveda?

1 project to Thailand
Nature lover? Outdoor enthusiast? You love the sun and the green? Well, this project set in
North Thailand would satisfy your burning desire to re-discover yourselves in the
wilderness. Project focuses on working with a local nature conservation group to mark out
a nature trail and set-up information signage along the trail.

Application forms are available via NIE Portal or simply proceed down to Foundation
Programmes Office Blk 2 Level 3 NIE and look for Susan.

We are ISG champions
once again, 3 years

in a row!!!
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PESS

The Physical Education and Sports Science PESS Club is home to all future Physical Educators. Every

PE trainee automatically becomes a member of the PESS Club, and the club is currently managed by the

2nd batch of student leaders, who will hand over in Jan/Feb 2004.

The activities and events organized throughout the year are many, and all NIE students are more than

welcomed to take part in the Barker Challenge Road Relay in Feb, NIE Sports Bazaar in Jul/Aug, the

NIE Biathlon in Aug/Sep, the Netball Carnival in Aug/Sep, NIE Jam-and-Hop in Sep/Oct and NTU/

NIE Inter-School Games in Nov/Dec. PESS also organize free sports clinics such as Frisbee, Softball

and Touch Rugby pickup sessions on a regular basics,  so do keep a lookout on the NIE Portal and the

notice boards if non-PE trainees are interested to join us.

Exclusively for PE trainees, we also have the Orientation Camp in July, the Graduation Dinner in May,

the Inter Class Games in Jul/Aug, and the Lantern Appreciation Dinner in Sep. In addition, we are also

coming out with the 2nd Annual PESS Yearbook shortly, so do keep a look out for it!

All the best for the year ahead and may our PESSions live on!
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