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Dear Student Teachers
 
Welcome to the National 
Institute of Education, and to an 
exciting journey as you begin 
your initial teacher education 
programme!  For those returning 
for a new semester, I hope you 
had a refreshing break and are 
ready to face the challenges of a 
new term ahead.

Our initial teacher education programmes aim to provide you 
with the necessary values, skills and knowledge to succeed as 
a beginning teacher facing a 21st Century classroom. We have 
expanded the values paradigm in our new desired attributes of 
the 21st Century teaching professional model with the aim of: 
putting the learner at the centre of teachers’ work, defining the 
teacher’s identity as being a professional and emphasizing the 
duty of a teacher to serve their profession and the community. 
The V3SK model is also in alignment with the Ministry’s 
framework for 21st Century competencies which include critical 
and creative thinking, civic literacy, cross-cultural skills and 
information and communication skills. The end goal is to help 
our student teachers to become confident persons, self-directed 
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Woah! After the taxing weeks of practicum, it sure is nice to be “home”! To all 
the returning student-teachers, armed with fond memories of students and teaching 
experience, the coming semester is going to be more fun-filled as we embark on 
yet another journey to equip ourselves to be full-fledged teachers. For the new 
students, a warm welcome to our lovely Nanyang Walk Campus! Get ready to meet 
many new faces, rush for printing during assignment deadlines, scurry off to find a 
good mugging spot in the library or U.i.D, eat scrumptuous canteen food and most 

importantly, learn and discover! NIE gives us the best opportunity to fully enjoy our student status 
while developing our professionalism, teaching pedagogy skills and content knowledge, among other 
things! In the midst of striving to be the best, don’t forget to build strong bonds of friendship that 
will be a ‘heaven-sent’ support system during hard times. Mark my words, the NIE experience will be 
an important part of your life before you embark on your teaching career. 

In the meantime, see you in the 179 queue! 

learners, active contributors and concerned citizens. To help you 
make sense of where you will obtain these attributes within the 
entirety of your programme, we have also prepared a student 
teachers’ learning journey from your batch onwards! You are also 
invited to draw your own learning mind maps as you progress 
through your programme of study at NIE.

Participate fully in our student development programmes – such 
as GESL, The Meranti Project, study trips to overseas institutions, 
education conferences, and upcoming international service-
learning projects, and you will nurture your talents, and broaden 
your worldview. Being active outside your academic programme 
will develop your social emotional competencies and character.

I also encourage you to engage actively in our 15 student-led 
clubs. These clubs serve to connect you with each other, hone 
your leadership skills and help you to build lasting friendships 
and strong bonds within the teaching fraternity.

I wish you a meaningful learning journey ahead! 

Yours Truly,
Nurul Fasha Samsudin

TTC Publications Officer
Editor in Chief of NIE Voices 2011

Editor’s Commentary

Director’s Message

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong

Director, NIE
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On the night of 3rd June 2011, the Special Training 
Programme (STP) that has been responsible for 
training Mother Tongue teachers since July 1997 

came to an end.
Needless to say, the event had a sombre tone as the 

fourteen years of this particular teacher training programe 
drew to a close. STP has carved paths of excellence for 
many, who came in with an ‘O’ level certificate. To echo the 
words of Ms Seah Suat Eng, Head of the Special Training 
Programme, “This is not an ending; it’s a beginning for all of 
you to achieve even greater heights.” 

Nurul Fasha Binte Samsudin
Diploma in Education (MT), Year 2

T he Last Dinner

STP was developed for GCE ‘O’ Level holders to read a 
two-year preparatory course in the teaching of Mother Tongue 
Languages, prior to their entry into the Diploma in Education 
Programme. Introduced under the MOE’s Mother Tongue 
Language Training Scheme, the main aim of the programme 
was to mould effectively bilingual mother tongue teachers, 
armed with the ability to stimulate and nurture interest in the 
learning of the Mother Tongue languages and cultures, within 
the context of a multi-racial environment. 

Staying true to the trait of diversity that training program 
boasts of, guests were entertained by a series of performances 
such as the Chinese, Indian and Malay Dances. Lucky draw 
prizes such as an Apple iPod deck, a Hi-Fi system, and thumb 
drives were also given away. 

STP has definitely created an impact in the mother tongue 
education system by grooming an impressive number of 
trainee teachers. The program might have come to a halt but 
its teachings will always remain true and alive in the hearts of 
its students. 

STP NIGHT 2011: A night of farewells

Teaching staff and distinguished guests who graced the event.

Winners receiving their dues!

The historic passing over of the ‘keris’ for AKTIVIS launch.
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Impossible is 
nothing



Nurul Fasha binte Samsudin
Publications Officer

20th TTC ExCo 
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Stop anyone on campus and pose the question: “Is it tough 
studying at NIE?” You may receive a few disgruntled responses, 
and a few nods. Amidst assignment deadlines, projects, exams 

and practicum, being a student-teacher is definitely no mean feat. Try 
adding another responsibility on your shoulder. Try being a mother to 
four children!  Yes, Robbie Lee Sabnani was one such student-teacher 
who went home to another world of responsibilities and duties after 
school at NIE, and graduated this July with Distinction from the PGDE 
(Primary) programme. 

When asked how exactly she managed to do it, the positive mother 
admits that it was not easy.  However, with a lot of determination and 
discipline, it was possible. Time was very precious to her, and she said 
that good time-management was imperative. This meant planning her 
family’s quality moments together ahead of time, to ensure that she 
would be able to complete her assignments and readings too whilst 
not neglecting her family.

Besides that, Robbie was an efficient GESL leader who together with 
her team put together an exciting experiential lesson (from scratch!) 
for kids. They made biology come alive, by challenging themselves to 
explore ideas beyond the tried-and-tested. “I’d like to hone in this spirit 
of innovation as I design and deliver lessons to my pupils. So that they 
too will love and enjoy the process of learning, and be inspired to read 
and discover more to stretch themselves”, she added. 

There are other Robbies walking around campus. Student-teachers 
who juggle various roles on a daily basis. These individuals are proof 
that anything is possible, with the right attitude and as the cliché goes, if 
you just believe you can do it. 

Here’s Robbie’s welcoming note for the new batch of student 
teachers: “Always have the big picture in clear sight. Think about the 
type of teacher you want to be, for the students you’d like to nurture.  
With this end in mind, I am very sure the little tests (of beating the 
clock, juggling and managing stress) will be just that – little tests 
which you will most certainly be able to surmount. All the best!”
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iGraduated!
As my eyes gazed onto the graduation gown 

hanging on my wardrobe door (with a plastic 
floral arrangement, a humble homage to the 

ikebana that it could only aspire to), it dawned on me 
how much I had always yearned to don it, in a formal 
academic ceremony. 

This I had done, (to great delight) during the Teachers’ 
Investiture Ceremony held at Nanyang Auditorium 
on the 6th of July 2011 and yet something within me 
lingered, a cautious questioning of the not so distant past 
2 years at NIE.

The simple floral attachment on my gown marked me 
as a prize winner, perhaps to mark me out for a distinct 
academic achievement, a simple means of differentiation 
but yet its simple arrangement evoked a deeper sense of 
irony that bore further introspection. 

Contrary to common thought, ikebana means more 
than just floral arrangement as a means to accentuate 
the aesthetic representation but instead, it is an art form 
which seeks to emphasize the other areas of the plant 
such as its stems and leaves. These parts which are 
markedly essential to the growth of the plant may not be 
as striking or attractive as the multicoloured petals on 
display, but are fundamental to its very existence as a life 
form. And therein lies the quintessence of our education; 
it may not always come in the most compelling form but 
manifestly fundamental nonetheless.

An etymological breakdown of ikebana as a term 
would reveal its essentia which does not only emphasize 

We solemnly swear…

iGraduated!

Walk of pride.



the placement but also in arrangement, of life and birth. 
It was fitting then that my mini floral arrangement 
pinned on my academic gown brought with it an austere 
measure of gravitas, although it was rather drowned in 
blusterous cheer and good spirits as we celebrated a new 
and blessed beginning.

As I looked around from my front row seat that 
afternoon on graduation, I saw many familiar faces walk 
down the steps to receive their scrolls. I tried to place as  
many names as I could to these faces, some I did with 
ease, some needed a little mental nudging, but I tried 
to place all of them into the recesses of my treasured 
memory space because each and every one of them is a 
container of a memorable arrangement of thoughts, ideas, 
hopes and dreams, just as the container in the ikebana is a 
key element of the composition.

Sydney Harris once said that the whole purpose of 
education is to turn mirrors into windows. Some of us 
came to a less ornamented window, and some of us came 
to a more lavishly adorned window, and yet the window 
still needs to be kept clean if we are to see out of it. Even if 
we could see only a square yard of this world, if we saw it 
well, then we would have taken on the task appropriately. 
If we don’t look, then we certainly won’t see. 

It’s a beautiful world out there my friends, it’s our 
time now to arrange flowers.
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Muhammad Herwanto Johari
Recipient of the the Rotary International 75th Anniversary Gold 

Medal and Malay Teachers’ Union Book Prize for his outstanding 
leadership and dedication to student activities in the Institute 

and services to the community and for Best Performance in the 
Diploma in Education (Malay Specialisation).

Friends made, friends kept. Herwanto with Mdm Kartini, Mdm Roszalina and his mother.

Recipient of the Rotary International 75th Anniversary 

Gold Medal.
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Sapana – the word means “dreams” in Hindi. For the 18 of 
us, NIE student teachers, who embarked on this project, 
we started out with the aim of improving the physical 

conditions of the lives of the children in Lepcha Cottage in Sikkim, 
through providing them with new mattresses and bedding. We 
had identified that there was a real need for new mattresses for 
the children of the home, as the original mattresses the children 
had been using were made of jute, which may not have been very 
comfortable. For those who are unaware of what jute is, it is a 
tough plant fibre commonly used to make gunny sacks. We wanted 
the children to sleep better and literally have “better dreams”, 
therefore the name “Project Sapana”.

On 27th May 2011, we departed for India. The journey to 
Sikkim was long, as it involved two flights and an 8-hour journey 
on 4-wheel drive vehicles through twisting mountain roads. It was 
the monsoon season which brought heavy rains, causing numerous 
landslides that slowed down traffic throughout the region. 

We gave the walls of the children’s dormitories a new paint 
job, and also added designs to them. The girls’ dormitory was 
given a design with a floral theme, while the boys’ dormitory 

conditions of the lives of the children in Lepcha Cottage in Sikkim, 

tough plant fibre commonly used to make gunny sacks. We wanted 

on 4-wheel drive vehicles through twisting mountain roads. It was 
the monsoon season which brought heavy rains, causing numerous 

Project Sapana 2011

Newly painted childrens’ dorm! 

Saying goodbye is never easy.
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Ho Wei Heng 
Bachelor of Science (Yr 4) 

Removing old mattresses.

had a “traffic” theme. When the painting was done, the girls’ 
dormitory had “vines” growing on the pillars, and origami 
butterflies fluttering around on the ceiling. The boys’ dormitory 
had pictures of buses passing through, and traffic lights directing 
traffic. The rooms now looked much brighter, and we could see 
the excitement of the children, especially the younger ones, when 
they returned from school and saw the new paint on the walls. 
It was really satisfying to see the smiles on the children’s faces, 
and it made all the hard work moving the beds and painting the 
walls worthwhile.

Even though we spent only 2 weeks with the children, the 
bonds we formed with them through our daily interactions 
made it hard for us to say goodbye at the end of the project. Our 
final parting was filled with tears, but we left with a sense of 
satisfaction in our hearts knowing that we were able to make a 
difference in the lives of these children.

Their humble beds… 

Quiet moments!

Amidst the hard work, we pose for the camera.



Ravathy d/o Ganasegaran
Diploma in Education MT (Yr 2)
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Drama-mama! 
The 14th Tamil Language Club of National Institute of 

Education (NIE) proudly presented the well thought-out 
Chinnajciru Maedai 2011, a drama competition held for 

all primary school Tamil students in Singapore. Organized by 
our very own Tamil Language Club at NIE, this competition is 
conducted annually on a large scale for all primary schools  
in Singapore.

The objectives of this competition were to identify 
and harness the talents of students in our Tamil language 
Community, to furnish students with confidence to speak in 
Tamil, and to encourage the students to be engaged in activities 
related to Tamil language and culture.

The schools were provided with five main themes to come 
up with a drama. The themes were racial harmony, friendship, 
honesty, respecting the elders, and filial piety.

The auditions took place on 2nd April 2011 in SINDA, 1 
Beatty Road. Student performances were judged by a panel of 
distinguished judges who were from Vasantham, Mediacorp. 
Five schools − Yishun Primary School, Fuchun Primary School, 
Princess Elizabeth Primary School, Nan Chiao Primary School, 

Chinnajciru Maedai preparations. The grand winners of Chinnajciru 
Maedai 2011, Yishun Primary School.

NIE, 14th Tamil Language Club 2011.

Students performing at their best to 
impress both the judges and audience.

Students getting geared up for the 
grand drama competition, Chinnajciru 
Maedai 2011.

Students giving out all their might in 
order to win the competition.

and South View Primary School − were selected to take part in 
the finals. 

The Grand Finals of Chinnanjchiru Maedai 2011 was held 
on 21 May 2011 from 2.30 to 6.00 p.m. at Civil Service Club 
Auditorium, Tessensohn Road. The event was graced by our 
guest of honour Mr. V. P. Jothi from MES GROUP. This event 
comprised the presentation of dramas of the selected schools 
and guest performances by educational groups such as NTU 
Tamil Language Society. 

The winner was Yishun Primary School with filial piety 
as their theme. This event was featured in the Singapore local 
Tamil radio station, Oli 96.8, by the show “Campus Broadcast”, 
and was telecast in Vasantham Tamil News and “Thalam”, 
Indian beat, a programme which showcases Tamil events.  All in 
all, this competition has taught us a lot of valuable things such 
as how to plan for a big event like Chinnajciru Maedai 2011.
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Jaslyn Shalini
SLC 2011 Exco

“Gambatte Japan!”
The Service Learning Club of the National Institute of Education 

joined forces with Mercy Relief to raise funds for the Japan 
Earthquake relief efforts. 

This Japan Earthquake Relief effort was incorporated with the Service 
Learning Club’s annual fundraising bazaar, Jamboree, which was held from 
28th March to 1st April 2011. Donation cans from Mercy Relief were placed 
on allocated booths to collect money which was donated to Mercy Relief 
Japan Earthquake Relief Fund.

This effort enabled the NIE to reach out to a society in need. The Service 
Learning Club was keen to ignite the spirit of giving among the students 
teachers by responding to the needs of the victims of the devastating 
calamity in Japan. This event was successful as student teachers were 
forthcoming in their support and donated generously without any hesitation. 

“As the Service Learning Club in NIE, we’d like to do our part to help the 
disaster victims in Japan. Furthermore, we hope to encourage and provide 
opportunities for our fellow student teachers to play their part in making a 
difference to the lives of those affected by the disaster.”

It was certainly encouraging to see the student teachers’ enthusiasm in 
contributing to the society. This fundraising effort yielded a total collection 
of $720.95. These funds will be used by Mercy Relief to address the most 
pressing needs of the earthquake victims, including food, water, blankets, 
and other essentials.  

Together, student teachers as part of a compassionate community were 
able to reach out to the affected through their kind donations and lend a 
helping hand to them.

“Gambatte Japan!”
The SLC team behind the project. We shall try our best to help!



EcoBooks 
Movement

Tan Mei Yin
Vice-Chairperson

9th EXCO, BSc Club
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EcoBooks Movement set off as an initiative by the Bachelor 
of Science (BSc) Club in 2010. It aims to position itself 
as an alternative for the NIE student teachers to obtain 

and recycle their academic resources with the ultimate goal of 
contributing to the conservation of the Earth’s resources. At the 
same time, it allows students to purchase books at a less costly 
price. The recycling of used textbooks can also encourage the 
saving of trees. Every individual’s action of selling and buying 
second hand books may seem small but with concerted effort, it 
creates a significant impact to our environment. 

The EcoBooks Movement has been running for a year. Thus 
far, it has increased the level of awareness among the NIE 
students about the importance of conserving the environment 
as well as the need to take active measures towards achieving 
that goal. To date, the club has accumulated more than S$100 
commission, and more and more student teachers are bringing 
in their books to sell. EcoBooks Movement has been to various 
events like the e-Fiesta and Bizarre Bazaar. Externally, it has also 
gained community recognition in the Southwest CDC. 

With the increasing popularity of the EcoBooks Movement, 
BSc Club is currently in the process of revamping its operating 
procedures into a 3-term period – trading, return and collection 
period. With this, the name “EcoBooks Movement” will be 
changed to “EcoBooks”. It will still remain as an ongoing 
initiative, recognizing the importance of conservation 
through promoting the recycling of used books and raising 
environmental awareness among the NIE students.

All ready to begin the day!
Earn money from the books you sell!

EcoBooks at the Bizzare Bazaar!

EcoBooks joined in e-Fiesta!

Give us your books, we help you to sell them!

The first EcoBooks Movement committee.
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Loh Mei Yin 
Diploma in Education (Year 1)

Gong Xi, Gong Xi! 
On 28th January 2011, more than 150 NIE staff and 

students reveled at the Chinese New Year celebration 
jointly organized by members of C.L.E.A.R Club and 

students from the PGDELT programme. The event, which was 
held at the conference room, was graced by distinguished guests 
such as Ms Zhou Jian Ping, Counselor of Education and Mr Yan 
Zhiyong, Second Secretary (Education) from the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China.

The Chinese New Year, one of the most important festivals in 
the Chinese culture, is a joyous period where friends and family 
gather together to renew ties and welcome in the Lunar New 
Year. In NIE, this celebration was open to all staff and students, 
regardless of race. The audience was treated to a variety of 
cultural performances, including a lion dance display carried out 
by the NTU Lion Dance Troupe and a Chinese dance performance 
by C.L.E.A.R Club.

Students from PGDELT awed the audience with a singing 
performance by Ms Zhu Xiaodan, titled “Together Forever” 
and a Chinese oriental dance. Our very own NIE Dancefuzion 
rounded off the entertainment with a spectacular modern 
dance performance.

The audience was delighted by a surprise appearance of the 
God of Fortune, an iconic figure in the Chinese culture, who is 
believed to bring blessings of wealth and a smooth sailing journey 
for the year ahead. The event culminated in the tossing of the 
traditional “Yu Sheng” led by our Guest of Honour and Professor 
Lee Sing Kong, marking the start of a prosperous Lunar New Year.

Professor Lee Sing Kong with the NTU Lion Dance Troupe.

Tossing of the “Yu Sheng”! 

Guests not wanting to miss a photo shot 

with the God of Fortune! 
Wishing everyone a prosperous new year!!
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Yvonee Chew 
Deputy Head of Welfare

Bachelor of Science (Bsc) Club

Open house 2011
Remember your interview with the panel who wondered (out loud) 

why you wanted to teach? Could you still recall what you said? For 
me, it was a cliché-but-true-to-my-heart “because I want to make 

a difference”. Last March, an opportunity for some 40 of us to fulfill our 
desire to Make A Difference (M.A.D.) came knocking.

The Open House, also known as L.I.F.E. @ NTU Open House 2011, saw 
a huge turnout. Our volunteers were not only impeccable in helping every 
visitor with their questions, they also managed to bring a smile to many. 
All 40 volunteers donned the cheery yellow “Are You M.A.D.?” shirts that 
gave them room for some personalization. Some of them who were more 
up to date with movie scenes were caught with lines such as “I am Number 
4”, while some wrote adjectives that describe themselves. It was definitely a 
good change to event shirts.

What’s more, many were reminded of their passion to teach by the 
enthusiasm of some open house visitors. A crowd was also observed at the 
talk given by the Sub Dean (Degree), A/P Tay Eng Guan. It was definitely 
refreshing to see new faces excited to join the teaching profession. This was 
no doubt a rewarding experience for many of us. Making a difference this 
way is definitely something different!

Are you M.A.D.?

Open house 2011Open house 2011Open house 2011Open house 2011

good change to event shirts.

enthusiasm of some open house visitors. A crowd was also observed at the 
talk given by the Sub Dean (Degree), A/P Tay Eng Guan. It was definitely 
refreshing to see new faces excited to join the teaching profession. This was 
no doubt a rewarding experience for many of us. Making a difference this 
way is definitely something different!

Our busy booths and enthusiastic volunteers.

A volunteer patiently answered questions posed by visitors.

The volunteers for the last shift with Tati, Charmaine and Eric.

Check out their shirts!

The well-received talk delivered by Associate Professor Tay Eng Guan.
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Jonathan Teo
Chairman, 3rd ExCo 

“We are 3!” 
Hooray!  It was a joyous occasion as NIE’s youngest 

club turned 3 this year.  Club Jeux (pronounced “Jher”) 
celebrated its annual birthday bash at the De Coder’s Café 

on 18th March together with our fellow NIE friends.  This year, 
we were privileged to have A/P Vilma D’Rozario, NIE Sub-Dean 
of Student Counselling and Liaison, and our club advisor, A/P 
Angela Wong, to grace the occasion, as well as guests from NTU’s 
FastForward Board Games Society, Melchiz Game Plan and Bukit 
View Primary School, who also joined in the fun.  

The celebration kicked off with guests penning down 
their well wishes for Club Jeux.  This was followed by the 
cake cutting session.  Mass gaming then began with the word 
guessing party game “Cahoot” (a hybrid of “Taboo” and 
“Pictionary”).  Guests discovered the different hidden talents 
in them and had fun interacting with one another.  The rest of 
the evening flew by as guests explored various board games 
in groups amidst much fun and laughter.  It was indeed a 
memorable evening and we were glad that everyone had a 
wonderful GAMING session with us!

At Club Jeux, we believe that board games could be used as 
a fun and effective teaching tool for any teaching subject.  This 
is why our vision is to introduce the PLAY of board games into 
the classroom, help educators and students alike LEARN from 
board games, and BUILD desirable societal qualities through the 

vehicle of board games.  Since its inception, Club Jeux has been 
promoting the use of educational gaming in lesson planning via 
the use and modification of board games, providing teachers-to-
be with fresh ideas to carry out their lessons through events such 
as our Games Training Programmes (GTPs).  If you would like to 
have a game with us or find out more about what we do, simply 
“Like” us on our Facebook fanpage “NIE Club Jeux”.  We look 
forward to gaming with you!  

Playing dressup.

CJ 4th ExCo.



A bashing good time! 

Elyana Insyirah 
Year 1 BA

BA Club Vice President
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8GB! 16GB! and 500GB worth of data storage devices! These 
were just some of the prizes that were given up for grabs 
for our lucky draw winners at this year’s BA Bash Lucky 

Draw. The grand prize was a 500 GB external hard drive. Held 
in March, the BA Bash Lucky Draw was one of the many 
attractions that were organized as part of the ‘BA BASH’. 
Apart from the exciting lucky draw, students were also given 
a chance to snap Polaroid shots with their friends for just 1 
dollar a piece. Targeted at the welfare of our students, this 
event aimed to provide much needed relief for students who 
were busy studying for the upcoming exams. Snapped up 
by our very own BA Club members along with many others, 
the BA Bash certainly did relieve some of their stress as 
they relaxed, whilst trying out their luck at the lucky draw, 
or creating beautiful memories with the Polaroid shots of 
themselves and their friends.

Despite the fact that the event was held in a busy time 
of the year, coupled with very little publicity, our booth was 
still able to enjoy a relatively large amount of support from 
the student body. We felt that the event signified a good 
closure to the end of the semester, not just for the students 
who participated and contributed towards the event, but 
also for the BA Club as well. We were indeed thankful for 
being given the opportunity to hold such an event for the 
students, to bring about cheer before the crucial period of 
examinations that were upon all of us.

Polaroid the good times!



Feng Laoshi!
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Kwok Wai Fung
Vice-chairperson of C.L.E.A.R Club (2011)

On the evening of 17th February 
2011, more than 200 NIE students 
gathered to attend SHINE@NIE. 

This was a Chinese Singing Competition 
organized by members of the C.L.E.A.R 
Club. The event, which was held at LT2, 
was graced by professional local music 
producers such as Acid Pang, Eric Wong, 
and Careen Tham.

Considering this was the first time 
that a Chinese singing competition has 
been organized in NIE, the response was 
indeed phenomenal. C.L.E.A.R Club 
received a total of 37 contestants who put 
their passion and talent for singing to the 
test. Given the overwhelming response, 
preparations for this event were 
underway as early as December 2010.

We designed posters, sourced for 
sponsors, hired professional sound 
systems, contacted judges, and invited a 
guest performer for the actual event.

The finalists impressed the audience 
with their epic performances. This, 
coupled with the judges’ critiques, 
elevated the atmosphere as cheers from 
the audience were heard throughout the 
event. Everyone was well entertained 
and C.L.E.A.R Club received positive and 
encouraging feedback. There was also a 
message board for the finalists’ friends 
and fans to leave their best wishes, and 
the board was filled with heartwarming 
and encouraging lines!

Needless to say, SHINE@NIE lived up 
to its name as many trainee teachers were 
shone brightly that night! 

Unleashing 
the hidden 
talent
the hidden 
talentThe hopefuls…

And the winner is….!
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Siti Mariam Binte Abdul Hakeem
BA Year 2, 2011

Earth Hour 2011 took place on Saturday, March 26th, and for 1 
hour - between 8.30pm and 9.30pm, folks all over Singapore 
plugged out as a symbolic gesture towards our commitment 

towards saving energy and trying to reduce our environmental impact.
Here at NIE, we raised awareness of the event by having Earth 

Hour Celebrations at the Student Hub on Wednesday, March 23rd. A 
“Wear Green Day” was announced beforehand, as a gesture that you 
too would switch off your lights and plug out during Earth Hour. 
Those who turned up to school that day in green were rewarded 
with delicious doughnuts from J.Co, given free-of-charge. Everyone 
enjoyed the doughnuts at Level 1 of the Student Hub, while 
browsing through children’s books about the environment, posters 
about global warming and Green Club promotional material. A booth 
selling plants was also set up, with heated response from staff and 
students alike, who happily snapped up the various potted plants 
from our member Vincent and his friend. 

It was an enjoyable day for all who attended and pledged to take 
part in Earth Hour.

Going greenGoing green
Looking through Green Club material and enjoying doughnuts.

Passing out the doughnuts to everyone.

The helpers who gave out the doughnuts.

The highly-popular booth selling various potted plants.

Wearing green and looking fabulous while pledging our support for the Earth!



From as early as February this year, student teachers 
at NIE went out to various schools in Singapore for 
practicum. Be it for two weeks, five weeks or ten, it 

was definitely an eye opener for all. Let’s see what some 
had to say about practicum! 

Good morning, teacher!
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“For me, it was time to put  
all those teaching strategies into  

practice! It was really a time for me 
to find out what worked and what did 
not. From classroom management to  

learning disabilities, I daresay  
I now have a firsthand experience  

of learning theories!” 
Nurshamira Johari

Diploma in Education (MT)

“I had lots of fun and joy  
during this time of practicum.  

The time that was spent here was really 
fruitful. The most memorable take-away 

was to be able to teach students music in 
a way they were not used to, and it was very 
encouraging when the primary sixes came up 

to me to tell me that they enjoyed  
my lessons!”
Kwan Yan Wei

Diploma in Education (Yr 2)

“Five weeks of TA has given 
me the much needed exposure as a  
trainee teacher to understand the  

needs and demands of being a teacher.  
It is an enriching experience for all teachers, 

who desire a smooth transition from  
a trainee to a full fledged teacher. Through 

TA, I got the chance to volunteer and take up 
roles in school to hone my skills and make 
contributions. Most importantly, I got to 

interact with students and understand  
their needs. TA has given me a greater sense  
of conviction to serve as a teacher and make  

the best of my trainee days at NIE”.
Roy Cher

Bachelor of Science (Secondary) 

“Through this TA,  
I’ve learnt that there is more to  

this profession. Its not only about 
applying what I’ve learnt at NIE but it’s 

more like being able to adapt and be flexible 
for every situation whenever there is a 
need. Whoever thought teaching was a 

smooth-sailing job, is wrong. In fact, every 
day sees a new challenge faced”.

Suhana Puhari
Diploma in Education (Yr 2) 

Happy faces!

Science experiment!

Shining outside the classroom.
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Leaders coming together! 

Leaders from all the clubs in NIE arrived early to attend the Student Leaders Workshop 
organised by the school. We were eager to find out what we would learn from this 
workshop as it was definitely not something new, especially for student leaders. 

The workshop began with fun and interesting games which set the right tone for a day 
that filled with activities. The games helped foster team spirit and broke the ice, which was 
helpful for many of us who have not had much opportunity to interact with each other. 

In between games, the instructor taught us how to lead an organization. He broke 
down the important points into manageable parts. The sharing sessions were practical as 
he shared many relevant and useful experiences with us.

As it was the first time that all the club leaders came together this academic year to 
discuss and share our clubs’ vision and mission, the workshop helped us understand how 
each club is run and what we want to achieve. Through the sharing session, we were able 
to share problems that we faced in co-ordinating a club and to discuss possible solutions 
to those problems. I was thankful to have been given the opportunity to attend the 
workshop. At the same time, the workshop facilitated more collaboration among the clubs.

Discuss Discuss Discuss!

NIE Wellness Centre
The NIE Wellness Centre provides psychological and counseling services to  
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological  
University students and to the general public offering affordable  
psychological services and counseling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the centre at this number 6790 3318.

http://www.ps.nie.edu.sg/WELLNESS.htm

The NIE Wellness Centre operating hours :  

9am to 5pm (Mon - Fri)

5pm to 9pm (Mon - Thurs upon request)

The NIE Wellness Centre is located in  

the basement of the Education Building 

(Block 2) at the National Institute or Education.




