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Proposal Deadline: 2 February 2018 

Pedagogies: An International Journal is seeking submissions concerned with empirical, conceptual and theoretical 

perspectives on the affordances and challenges of mobilizing collaborative partnerships for pedagogical 

innovations across the globe. As part of school improvement movements or the drive to attend to at-risk 

students, partnerships and learning communities have emerged as powerful levers of change and a means to 

share, consolidate, disseminate and mobilise collective knowledge and experiences. Crucially, collaborative 

partnerships have a role to play in the creation, development, scaling up, and sustainability of pedagogical 

innovations in increasingly complex educational ecologies in many countries. However, such partnerships can 

be deeply contested spaces where political, sociocultural and institutional differences hinder substantive 

change, or reconstructed as vibrant third spaces where differences can lead to synergistic innovations in 

teaching and learning. A plurality of forms, functions and models of partnerships across various stakeholders 

– students, parents, teachers, schools, communities, government – has led to a potentially diverse ecosystem 

of interactions across multiple systemic levels and across time. How can partnerships – with whom, in what 

form, for what purposes, for how long – foster and sustain pedagogical innovations within and across 

schools? What underlying principles or philosophies underpinning collaborative partnerships can be gained 

when viewed from a comparative or international perspective across different countries, bearing in mind 

contextual nuances? These are some of the key questions that are the focus of this special issue. 

High quality original submissions related to pedagogical innovations through forms of partnerships, at multiple 

levels of the education system, are invited. The articles should identify the impetus behind the partnerships 

and innovations, problematize underlying principles and practices and/or analyse ways forward or innovative 

approaches in a social milieu where increasing accountability and international assessments are narrowing 

classroom pedagogies and governments are increasingly devolving curricular and pedagogical authority to 

schools while simultaneously creating networks and partnerships to facilitate school- and system-wide 

pedagogical innovations. 
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Instructions for Submissions 

Please send proposals, of between 500 and 1000 words, to 

Dennis Kwek (dennis.kwek@nie.edu.sg). Informal inquiries 

may be sent to Lee Shu Shing (shushing.lee@nie.edu.sg). 

Please submit your proposal by 2 February 2018 and include 

the following information in your proposal: 

1. Title of article 

2. Author name(s), affiliation(s), and contact information 

3. A summary of the article, highlighting novel features 

4. An explanation of the contribution the article will 

make to the literature on pedagogical innovation, 

forms and models of partnerships, and school 

improvement. 

Successful authors will be invited to submit full papers 

for peer review, following normal procedures. 

 

The following timeline is 
anticipated: 

Proposal submission deadline  

 2 February 2018  

Invitation to submit full paper 

 2 April 2017   

Full paper submission for peer review 

 1 June 2018  

Anticipated Publication Date  

 January 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic areas include, but are not limited to: 

 International comparisons of partnership models that generate pedagogical innovations 

 Exploration of the relationships between professional development, 

professionalism/professionalization and collaborative partnerships in generating and/or spreading 

pedagogical innovations  

 Ecological or system models of partnerships and networks that focus on pedagogical innovations and 

capacity building 

 Critical evaluations of national, district and/or school policies as well as socio-cultural norms that 

facilitate/inhibit partnerships between schools, universities, communities, government.  

 Exploration of the relationships between home-school-community partnerships and school and 

pedagogical innovations. 

 Development of theoretical or methodological frameworks for collaborative inquiry, as well as 

assessments for, or evaluations of partnerships.  

 Schools and network of schools as communities of pedagogical support for at-risk students. 

 The role of different forms of knowledge (pedagogical, organizational) or leaderships in partnerships 

for pedagogical innovations. 

 Critical evaluation of collaborative partnerships as a strategy for improving student outcomes and 

sustaining innovative practices. 
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