
INFORMATION SHEET FOR BA/BSC (EDUCATION) SCHOOL EXPERIENCE 
 
 

The School Experience (SE) is the first of four school attachments in the BA/BSc (Ed) programme. The two-week 
SE comprises one week in a primary school and one week in a secondary school. This is to allow student 
teachers to observe lessons in primary and secondary classrooms, and be exposed to a range of pupils and to a 
variety of teaching approaches. There is no necessity for NIES to be appointed to supervise the SE since no 
formal assessment is required. 
 
A new set of SE tasks [refer to Appendix 1 in Practicum Handbook for BA/BSc (Ed)] has been developed to help 
foster theory-practice links after the student teachers’ first year of study. These SE tasks are intended to help 
them reflect on the educational psychology theories learnt in their Year 1 and to make relevant observations in 
preparation for their Year 2 core education courses. Student teachers will be required to observe and make notes, 
and learn from the teachers and school administrative personnel whom they observe or have discussions with. 
The information will be used by the student teachers for their coursework when they return to NIE after SE. They 
are not required to teach during SE. 
 
Guidelines for schools for Lesson Observations 
 

 BA/BSc (Ed) who are 
currently in the Primary track 

BA/BSc (Ed) who are 
currently in the Secondary 
track 

Week 1 in  
Primary School (a total of 10 
– 12 hours OR 
approximately 20 – 24 
periods) 

General: English, Maths & Science 
(student teachers may request to observe other subjects related to their 

AS but subject to school’s approval) 

Mother Tongue: CL / ML & Moral Ed 

Physical Education: PE, English & Maths 

Week 2 in Secondary School 
(a total of 10 – 12 hours OR 
approximately 16 – 20 
periods) 

Academic Subject 1 (AS1)  
& 

any 1 of the Curriculum Studies 
(CS) as a 2nd subject to observe 

Academic Subjects 1 & 2 
(AS1 & AS2) 

 
 
1. Cooperating Teacher’s Tasks 
 
A Cooperating Teacher (CT) is appointed for each student teacher.  The CT will help in the student teacher’s 
professional development during SE by: 
 
a) discussing school-related issues, 
b) discussing syllabuses/schemes of work, 
c) sharing in planning for lesson activities, 
d) being observed performing teaching roles - planning, managing, communicating, instructing, evaluating, and 
e) guiding student teacher observational activities. 
 
Please note that CTs are not responsible for student teachers completing their SE tasks. Student teachers are not 
required to submit the completed SE tasks to their CTs either. However, the CTs may respond to student 
teachers should they be approached for some advice. 
 
2. Final Evaluation 
 
At the end of the SE, the school completes a SE Summative Report to feedback to NIE on whether the student 
teachers’ overall performance in terms of professional attitude and conduct has been satisfactory or 
unsatisfactory.  


