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ENQUIRIES 
 
 
 
For enquiries on admission to initial teacher preparation (ITP) 
programmes offered by NIE, please email to:  
 
nieadmtp@nie.edu.sg  
 
 
 
You may wish to visit the following NIE homepage for 
information on the ITP programmes:  
 
http://www.nie.edu.sg  
 
 
Because of the large number of candidates seeking admission, 
we regret that no telephone or personal enquiries will be 
entertained. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The National Institute of Education (NIE) was established on 1 
July 1991 as an institute of the Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU).  
 
NIEôs Vision  
 
To be an Institute of Distinction 
 
NIEôs Mission  
 
 To excel in teacher education and educational research   
 
Degree Programmes offered 
 
Student teachers in the bachelor's degree programmes are 
registered as undergraduates of the Nanyang Technological 
University. 
 
The University offers the following degree programmes at the 
National Institute of Education: 
 
Å Bachelor of Arts (Education)  

[BA (Ed)] (full-time) 
 
Å Bachelor of Science (Education)  
 [BSc (Ed)] (full-time) 
 
The above programmes include those specialising in Chinese 
Language & Literature, Malay Language & Literature and 
Physical Education & Sports Science as part of their academic 
and curriculum subjects. 
 
Å Bachelor of Education  

[B Ed] (part-time) 
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All these programmes are administered by the Foundation 
Programmes Office which is committed to developing 
educational professionals ready to be leaders in the service of 
learners. 
 
All student teachers come under the purview of the Dean of 
Foundation Programmes. 
 
 
Aims of the BA (Ed) & BSc (Ed) Programmes 
 
The degree programmes are positioned to integrate the best of 
an academic degree with a good foundation in the field of 
education to produce graduates with the knowledge and skills 
to excel in careers both in education and education-related 
fields and beyond. The curriculum of these programmes is 
broad-based and flexible with the rigour expected of any 
internationally recognised undergraduate programme. The best 
graduates are able to pursue advanced qualifications both in 
the academic disciplines and in the field of education.  
 

The programmes prepare student teachers for primary or 
secondary teaching.  
 
 
Duration of the BA (Ed) & BSc (Ed) Programmes 
 
The programmes extend over a period of four years and lead to 
the award of the degree of Bachelor of Arts (Education) or 
Bachelor of Science (Education).  Student teachers may be 
awarded honours degree based on excellent overall performance 
in the four year programmes. The minimum period of study 
required for the degree of BA/BSc (Ed) is 3½ years. No candidate 
is permitted to take more than 7 years to obtain the degree. 
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The Academic Unit System 
 
The University adopts the Academic Unit System, that is, 
academic units are used to measure academic workload per 
semester and per academic year. The academic year is currently 
divided into two semesters. 
 
The Academic Unit (AU) provides a consistent measure of the 
student teacher's academic workload related to both class 
attendance and independent preparation. Used to weight 
courses in a subject taught for the duration of one semester of 
13 teaching weeks, each Academic Unit represents an average 
workload of one hour per week in the form of lecture/tutorial 
classes, or three hours per week in the form of laboratory/field 
work sessions. For example, a typical course with one lecture 
hour per week and one tutorial hour per week carries 2 AUs. 
Academic Units are calculated on a course basis, that is, 
subjects are made up of courses, and each course carries a 
certain number of AUs. 
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Academic Calendar  
 
The academic year is made up of two semesters as follows: 

 
Academic Year 2008-2009 

 
Programme 

Dates of Orientation (O+) 
Semester (S) / Recess (R) / 
Vacation (V) 

Dates of Revision/ 
Examination 

Dates of Practicum 

 
BA/BSc (Ed) Year 1 
 

 
O  :  23 Jul 2008 ï 01 Aug 2008   
S1:  04 Aug 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 
R  :  20 Sep 2008 ï 28 Sep 2008 
V  :  29 Nov 2008 ï 04 Jan 2009 
                              

S2:  05 Jan 2009 ï 01 May 2009 
R  :  21 Feb 2009 ï 01 Mar 2009 
V  :  02 May 2009 ï 26 Jul 2009** 
         

 
08 Nov 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 

 
 
 
       

11 Apr 2009 ï 01 May 2009 

 
Nil 

 
 
 
 

06 Jul 2009 ï 17 Jul 2009  
(2 weeks of School Experience  

during the vacation before Year 2 ) 

 
BA/BSc (Ed) Year 2 
 

 
S1:  04 Aug 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 
R  :  20 Sep 2008 ï 28 Sep 2008 
V  :  29 Nov 2008 ï 04 Jan 2009 
                              

S2:  05 Jan 2009 ï 01 May 2009 
R  :  21 Feb 2009 ï 01 Mar 2009 
V  :  02 May 2009 ï 26 Jul 2009** 
         

 
08 Nov 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 

 
 
 
       

11 Apr 2009 ï 01 May 2009 

 
Nil 

 
 
 

29 Jun 2009 ï 31 Jul 2009 
(5 weeks of Teaching Assistantship  
during the vacation before Year 3) 

 
BA/BSc (Ed) Year 3 
 

 
S1:  04 Aug 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 
R  :  20 Sep 2008 ï 28 Sep 2008 
V  :  29 Nov 2008 ï 04 Jan 2009 
                              

S2:  05 Jan 2009 ï 01 May 2009 
R  :  21 Feb 2009 ï 01 Mar 2009 
V  :  02 May 2009 ï 26 Jul 2009** 
 
         

 
08 Nov 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 

 
 
       

11 Apr 2009 ï 01 May 2009 

 
Nil 

 
 
 

29 Jun 2009 ï 31 Jul 2009 
(5 weeks of Teaching Practice 1 

during the vacation before Year 4)  
 

 
BA/BSc (Ed) Year 4 
 

 
S1:   04 Aug 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 
R  :   20 Sep 2008 ï 28 Sep 2008 
V  :   29 Nov 2008 ï 04 Jan 2009 
                              

S2:  05 Jan 2009 ï 22 May 2009 
R  :  14 Mar 2009 ï 22 Mar 2009 
 

 
08 Nov 2008 ï 28 Nov 2008 

 
        

11 Apr 2009 ï 01 May 2009 
 (followed by Compulsory 
Enrichment Programme up 
to 22 May 2009) 

 
Nil 

 
 
 

23 Feb 2009 ï 08 May 2009* 
(10 weeks of Teaching Practice 2)  

 

 
*  If NTU recess falls within the Practicum period, that programme will follow the schoolôs one-week break  
+     Orientation includes Registration of Courses

 

** Practicum starts during vacation period 
# BA/BSc (Ed) Primary programmes student teachers who have declared English Language as one of their 

Curriculum Studies subjects but do not take English Language as their Academic Studies Subjects will 
need to attend Certificate in English Language Studies (CELs) sessions in May 2010.  The actual time 
period for the CELS sessions will be made known nearer the date. 
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APPLICATIONS 

 
1 Entry Requirements for the BA/BSc (Education) 

Programme 
 
1.1 For GCE 'A' Level Holders (for Examinations taken up 

to Year 2006) 
Applicants who have taken the Singapore-Cambridge 
GCE Advanced Level Examination or Higher School 
Certificate Examination must have obtained: 

 
a) passes in at least two subjects at 'A' level and two 

subjects at óAOô level including a pass in General 
Paper (English) taken at one and the same sitting of 
the examination; 

 
b) a minimum grade of C6 in at least five subjects 

including English as a First Language taken at the 
GCE 'O' Level Examination; 

 
c) a minimum grade of D7 in a second language 

(Chinese/Malay/Tamil) taken at the GCE 'A' Level 
Examination, or a minimum grade of D7 in a first 
language (Higher Chinese/Higher Malay/Higher 
Tamil) taken at the GCE 'O' Level Examination; 

 
d) a pass in Mathematics obtained either at the GCE 'O' 

Level Examination or at least at 'AO' level in the GCE 
'A' Level Examination; and  

 
1.2 Applicants who have taken commercial subjects in the 

Singapore-Cambridge GCE Advanced Level Examination 
or equivalent examination must meet the requirements 
stipulated in paragraph 1.1 above. However, 
 



General Information 

 7 

(a) Office Administration and Principles and Practice of 
Office Administration are not subjects acceptable for 
admission to the University, and 

(b) Office Administration and Stenography, Shorthand 
and Typing, and Office Administration and 
Shorthand/Typewriting duties are counted as 
subjects at 'O' level irrespective of the level at which 
the applicant has passed the examination. 

 
1.3 For GCE 'A' Level Holders (for Examinations taken 

from Year 2007 onwards) 
Applicants who have taken the Singapore-Cambridge 
GCE Advanced Level Examination must have obtained: 

  
a) passes in at least two subjects at H2 level and two 

subjects at H1 level including a pass in General 
Paper (or Knowledge and Inquiry at H2 level) taken 
at one and the same sitting of the examination; 

 
b) where applicable, a minimum grade of C6 in at least 

five subjects including English as a First Language 
taken at the GCE óOô Level Examination; 

 
c) a minimum of óSô grade in a Mother Tongue 

Language (Chinese/Malay/Tamil) taken at the H1 
level or pass in Mother Tongue Language óBô taken in 
the GCE óAô Level Examination, or a minimum grade 
of D7 in a first language (Higher Chinese/Higher 
Malay/Higher Tamil) taken at the GCE óOô Level 
Examination; and 

 
d) a pass in Mathematics obtained either at the GCE 'O' 

Level Examination or at least at H1 level in the GCE 
'A' Level Examination. 
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1.4 For International Baccalaureate Diploma Holders 
Applicants who have taken the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Examination must have 
obtained:Singapore-Cambridge GCE Advanced Level 
Examination must have obtained: 

  
a) a good overall IB Diploma score; 

 
b) Pass at least at grade 4 in English and Mathematics 

done at standard level; and  
 
c) Where applicable, a minimum grade of C6 in at least 

five subjects including English as a First Language 
taken at the GCE óOô Level examination. 

 
1.5 For Polytechnic Diploma Holders:  

a) Any polytechnic diploma with good results; 
b) Same as (b) under paragraph 1.1 
c) Same as (d) under paragraph 1.1  
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

 
1 Special Academic Subject Requirements 
 
There are prerequisites for reading the following Academic 
Subjects: 
 
 
Art  
 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Art 
Or  
A pass in H2 level in Art 
Or 
A pass at Higher level in Art (IB Diploma) 
Or 
Art-Related Diploma from recognised colleges and polytechnics 
Or 
Candidates with óAô Level or H2 level or Higher level (IB 
Diploma) from any discipline with strong art portfolios will be 
considered. 
AND  
Art Focused interview is compulsory for all applicants.  
 
 
Chinese Language and Chinese Literature 
 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Higher Chinese or Chinese 
Language 
Or 
A pass at H2 level Chinese Language 
Or 
At least a Grade B4 pass at GCE 'AO' Level in Chinese 
Language 
Or 
At least a D grade at H1 level in Chinese Language 
Or 
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At least a Grade B4 pass at GCE 'O' Level in Higher Chinese  
Or  
A pass at Higher level Chinese (IB Diploma) or at least a grade 
4 at Standard level Chinese (IB Diploma)  
Or 
A pass in the Chinese Qualifying Test conducted by NIE if the 
above requirements are not met. 
 
 
Drama  
 
No academic pre-requisites.  
 
Students will be required to pass a group workshop-interview. 
The interview will explore interest in and past experience of 
Drama. Students are required to be adventurous, imaginative 
and spontaneous.  
 
 
English Language  
 
A pass at GCE óAô Level in General Paper 
Or 
A pass in Knowledge Inquiry at H2 level  
Or 
A pass at Higher Level in English (IB Diploma) or Standard 
level in English (IB Diploma)  
Or 
At least a Grade B4 pass at GCE óOô level in English Language  
 
 
English Literature 
 
A pass at GCE óAô Level in General Paper AND English 
Literature  
Or 
A pass in Knowledge Inquiry at H2 level AND English literature 
at H2 level 
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Or 
A pass at higher level in English (IB Diploma)  
Or 
At least a Grade B4 pass at GCE óOô level in English Language 
AND English Literature   
 
*ELL AG has the discretion to consider exceptional cases 
 
 
Malay Language and Malay Literature 

 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Higher Malay or Malay Language Or 
A pass at H2 level Malay Language  
Or 
At least a Grade A2 pass at GCE 'AO' Level in Malay Language 
Or 
At least a Grade B pass at H1 level in Malay Language  
Or 
At least a Grade B3 pass at GCE 'O' Level in Higher Malay  
Or 
At Least a Grade A2 pass at GCE 'O' Level in Malay Language  
Or 
A pass at Higher level Malay (IB Diploma) or at least a grade 6 
at Standard level Malay (IB Diploma)  
 
A pass in the Malay Qualifying Test conducted by NIE if the 
above requirements are not met. 
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Music 
 
All interested applicants will attend an interview and audition.  

 
Evidence of music certification at the higher levels and/or of 
significant music performing experience will need to be 
presented:  

¶ For those trained in Western Art Music: 
o Certification from ABRSM, Trinity, Guildhall, 

London College of Music (Grade 6) or Australian 
Music Examination Boards (Grade 5) 

 

¶ For those with different training and performing 
experience: 

o Performance Certification from Yamaha 
Technics or Hammond in pop piano, pop organ, 
percussion or any other instrument 

Or 
o Musical experience in Pop, Rock, Jazz, 

Symphonic Band, choral groups, Indian, 
Chinese, Malay, Japanese or any other 
traditional/folk instruments. 

 
Geography 
 
No pre-requisites 
 
 
History 
 
No pre-requisites 
 
 
Biology 
 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Biology 
Or 
A pass at H2 level Biology 
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Or 
A pass at Higher level in Biology (IB Diploma)  
Or 
At least a Grade B3 pass at GCE 'O' Level in Biology  
Or 
A good polytechnic diploma in the approved Biology-related 
disciplines. 
 
  
Chemistry 
 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Chemistry AND GCE 'AO' Level in 
Mathematics  
Or 
A pass at H2 level in Chemistry AND a pass in H1 level in 
Mathematics 
Or 
A pass at Higher level in Chemistry (IB Diploma) AND a pass at 
standard level in Mathematics (IB Diploma)  
Or 
A good polytechnic diploma in Chemical Process Technology, 
Chemical Engineering, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
or Chemical & Pharmaceutical Technology. 
 
Students may pursue Chemistry as AS2 if they hold a good 
polytechnic diploma in Applied Food Science & Nutrition, 
Biotechnology, Biomedical Laboratory Technology, Biomedical 
Science, Consumer Science and Technology, Materials 
Science, or Medical Technology. 
 
 
Family and Consumer Sciences  
 
A good óAô Levels or H2 level pass or Higher level pass, with a 
minimum grade of B3 at óOô Levels in Food and Nutrition OR  
A Polytechnic diploma (in a related Family and Consumer 
Sciences area)  
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Mathematics 
 
At least a Grade C at GCE óAô level in Mathematics (Syllabus 
C) 
Or 
At least a Grade C at H2 level Mathematics 
Or 
At least a Grade C at GCE óAô level in Further Mathematics 
Or 
At least a Grade 5 pass at Higher Level Mathematics for IB 
holders. 
 
Students from the polytechnics will have to pass the 
Mathematics Qualifying Test. 
 
 
Physical Education & Sports Science 
 
A pass in the Physical Proficiency Test conducted by NIE. 
 
Candidates should preferably have strong CCA/Sports 
involvements in secondary school/JC/Polytechnic. 
 
 
Physics  
 
A pass at GCE 'A' Level in Physics AND a pass at GCE 'AO' 
Level in Mathematics  
Or 
A pass at H2 level in Physics AND a pass in H1 level in 
Mathematics 
Or 
A pass in Higher level in Physics (IB Diploma) and a pass at 
standard level in Mathematics (IB Diploma)  
Or 
A good polytechnic diploma in approved Physics-related 
disciplines 
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2 Second Language Requirements 
 
Applicants who do not satisfy the requirements for second 
language as set out in paragraph 1.1(c) under entry 
requirements may still submit an application for admission. If 
selected, such applicants will be admitted to the University on a 
provisional basis. During their programme of study in the 
University, they will be required to meet the requisite minimum 
language requirements before they are allowed to graduate. 
 
 
3 Suitability Tests 
 
Applicants may, at the discretion of the Singapore Ministry of 
Education and the University, be required to undergo such tests 
as may be set to assess their suitability for University study and 
teacher-training and to appear for interviews. 
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MATRICULATION AND REGISTRATION 

 
Matriculation will take place two weeks before Semester I. 
Registration for courses to be offered in Semesters I and II will 
normally take place one week before each semester. 
 
Student teachers can register for or drop a course offered in the 
semester within the first week of that semester. A course that is 
dropped within the first week of a semester will not appear in 
the student teacher's official transcript.  
 
A student teacher who drops a course after the deadline, that is 
the end of the first week of a semester, will be deemed to have 
sat and failed in the course. 'F' will appear on the official 
transcript and will be used in the computation of Cumulative 
Grade Point Average (CGPA). 
 
Please note that when the practicum is held in the Jun/Jul 
period (e.g. Teaching Assistantship) at the end of an academic 
year before the start of a new academic year, student teachers 
must register for the practicum course in Semester 1 of the new 
academic year (July rather than Decemberôs registration 
exercise). Therefore, registration for that practicum posting is 
done after it has been completed. 
 
 
Enrolment 
 
Although student teachers usually get to read the 
subject/courses of their own choice, the final choice of 
subjects/courses sometimes has to be determined by the Dean 
of Foundation Programmes/Heads /Co-ordinators of subjects 
concerned. Student teachers are responsible for ensuring that 
the courses they select do not clash on the class time-table and 
the examination time-table which are both prepared before the 
registration exercise. 
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EXAMINATIONS, ASSESSMENT OF COURSEWORK  
& PRACTICUM 

 
Different modes of assessment including Continuous 
Assessment (CA) have been built into coursework. These 
include test/practical test, essay assignments, project work, 
progress ratings and examinations. Examinations will be held at 
the end of each semester. There are no supplementary 
examinations. No special examination will be held for student 
teachers who are not able to take any paper because of illness 
or other special reason. Such student teachers and those who 
fail will be allowed to take the examination in that course on the 
next occasion when it is conducted. 
 
Student teachers must successfully complete all the prescribed 
academic unit requirement as set out by the programme 
curriculum and earn a minimum Cumulative Grade Point 
Average (CGPA) of 2.00 at the end of the final semester of 
study before qualifying for the award of the degree of BA/BSc 
(Education). Student teachers are responsible for ensuring that 
they register for all the courses and examinations necessary to 
fulfil the requirements of their programme of study. 
 
Student teachers are not allowed to re-take an examination in 
order to improve on the grades of courses they have passed. 
The grades for a course taken by any student teachers in all 
attempts are reflected on the official transcript. The degree 
classification will be based on the CGPA student teachers 
obtain throughout their programme of study as well as 
performance in Practicum. Credits earned in other approved 
institutions will be excluded from CGPA computation.  
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The Period of candidature for each programme is as 
follows: 
 

Programme Period of candidature (Years) 

Normal Minimum Maximum 

BA(Education) 
BSc(Education) 

4 3½ 7 

BA (Education) 
BSc (Education) 
Admitted in Year 2 

- 2 5 

BA (Education) (Part-Time) 
BSc(Education) (Part-Time) 
Admitted in Year 2 

- 3½ 6 

 
All leave of absence (except for approved medical leave) is 
counted towards the period of candidature. 
 
 

Grade Point Average (GPA) System 
 
The Grade Point Average (GPA) system is applicable to all 
student teachers admitted to Year 1 with effect from the 
academic year 2005-2006 and direct entry/returning teachers 
admitted to Year 2 with effect from the academic year 2006-
2007. 
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1 Grade and grade points are assigned as follows: 
 

Letter-Grade Grade Point Academic Unit 
(AU) 

  A+ 5.00  
 
 

AU is earned 

A 5.00 

 A- 4.50 

  B+ 4.00 

B 3.50 

 B- 3.00 

  C+ 2.50 

C 2.00 

  D+ 1.50 

D 1.00 

F 0.00 No AU is earned 

 
2 The following non-letter grades and notations are also 

used, but will not be counted in computation of CGPA. 
 
* - Courses with Pass/Fail grading only 
IP - In-Progress 
ABS - Leave of absence granted 
TC - Transfer Credit 
DIST/CR/P/F - Distinction/Credit/Pass/Fail  
  (Grading for Practicum only) 

 
3 The Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) represents 

the grade average of all courses (including failed courses) 
attempted by a student teacher. 

 
 The computation of CGPA is as follows: 
 
 [Grade Point x AU for course 1] + [Grade Point x AU for course X] + éé. 
                        [Total AU attempted in all the semesters so far] 

 
4 The CGPA will be reflected on student teachersô 

transcripts. 
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5 An óFô grade obtained in a course, and a new grade 
attained for the subsequent repeat, will be both reflected in 
the transcript. Both grades will also be counted in the 
computation of CGPA. No AU is earned for courses with 
óFô grade. 

 
6 Student teachers are not allowed to repeat any courses 

taken except those with óFô grade. 
 
7 The requirements for graduation are as follows: 
 

a) Successful completion of the prescribed academic unit 
requirement as set out by the programme curriculum. 

 
b) A minimum CGPA of 2.00 is required at the end of the 

final semester of study. 
 
8 The criteria for satisfactory academic standing in any 

given semester are: 
 

a) Maintaining a minimum CGPA of 2.00 
 

b) Completing at least 75% of the normal AU workload 
 
9 Student teachers with poor standing will be subjected 

to the following performance review: 
 

a) Academic Warning ï if the CGPA falls below 2.00 for 
any given semester. 

 
b) Academic Probation ï if the CGPA falls below 2.00 for 

the following semester. 
 

c) Academic Termination ï if the CGPA falls below 2.00 
for the 3

rd
 consecutive semester, or at the end of the 

final semester of study. A letter of termination will be 
issued. 
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Appeal against termination on the grounds of extenuating 
circumstances may be made, subject to the following 
rules: 
 
- the appeal must be submitted to NIE by the end of the 

1
st
 week of the semester following the termination  

 
 - normally only one appeal is allowed per candidature. 
 
10 A minimum CGPA of 2.00 must be maintained at the end 

of each semester to qualify for the overloading of courses. 
 
11 Credits for courses taken from approved student 

exchange programmes will be excluded from the CGPA 
computation. But they will be counted toward the 
academic unit requirement for graduation, and reflected on 
the transcript. 
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12 The cut-off for BA(Ed)/BSc(Ed) classification is as follows: 
 

Class of Award CGPA Range Minimum Final 
Practicum Grade * 

First Class Honours 4.50 ï  5.00 Credit 

Second Class Upper 
Honours 

4.00 ï  4.49 Pass 

Second Class Lower 
Honours 

3.50 ï  3.99 Pass 

Third Class Honours 3.00 ï  3.49 Pass 

Pass 2.00 ï  2.99 Pass 

 
* The final Practicum Grade is based on the grade 

obtained at the first attempt for Teaching Practice 2. A 
student teacher who fails at the first attempt for 
Teaching Practice 2 but subsequently passes it is only 
eligible for the Pass Award for the Degree regardless of 
the grade obtained for repeat Teaching Practice 2 and 
the CGPA obtained. 
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Classification of Student Teachers 
 
Student teachers are classified as Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and 
Year 4 student teachers according to the number of academic 
units earned as shown below: 
 

BA(Ed)(Primary ) / BSc(Ed)(Primary) 
 

Programme Number of Academic Units Earned 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Arts (Ed) (General, A/B) 0 ï 17 18 ï 46 47 ï 81 82 & above 

Arts (Ed) (Ch Lang) 0 ï 20 21 ï 53 54 ï 90 91 & above 

Arts (Ed) (Malay Lang) 0 ï 22 23 ï 55 56 ï 92 93 & above 

Sc (Ed) (General, A/B) 0 ï 17 18 ï 46 47 ï 81 82 & above 

Sc (Ed) (PESS) 0 ï 19 20 ï 50 51 ï 86 87 & above 

 
BA(Ed)(Secondary) / BSc(Ed)(Secondary) 

 

Programme Number of Academic Units Earned 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Arts (Ed) (General) 0 ï 25 26 ï 59 60 ï 94   95 & above 

Arts (Ed) (Ch Lang) 0 ï 20 21 ï 54 55 ï 90   91 & above 

Arts (Ed) (Malay Lang) 0 ï 22 23 ï 56 57 ï 91   92 & above 

Sc (Ed) (General) 0 ï 25 26 ï 59 60 ï 94   95 & above 

Sc (Ed) (PESS) 0 ï 26 27 ï 65   66 ï 100 101 & above 
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Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) Project 
 
Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) Project is a 
compulsory project work that all student teachers are required 
to undertake.  Student teachers in an assigned group are to 
collaboratively complete a project in a community service within 
the programme of study. Student teachers will benefit from the 
GESL experience in acquiring generic knowledge and skills of 
project management in service learning. Groups will showcase 
their completed projects and a record of student teachersô 
involvement in GESL will be issued at the end of the 
programme.  
 
 
Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS) 
 
BA/BSc (Ed) student teachers doing English Language as a 
Curriculum Studies (CS) but not studying English as an 
Academic Studies (AS) subject are required by the Ministry of 
Education to do language enhancement courses leading to the 
Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS). Spread over 
the second and third years of the degree programme, CELS 
courses are designed to benefit student teachers in two ways: 
to equip them with the content knowledge for teaching English 
confidently, and to enhance their language and communication 
skills so that they can serve as good models of spoken and 
written English. 
 
 
Talks, Seminars, Workshops and Other Activities 
 
During the period of training, student teachers are expected to 
study diligently and participate actively in talks, seminars, 
workshops and other activities organised for them, such as the 
National Education programme and the Induction Seminar. 
These activities form an integral part of the degree programme. 
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Plagiarism and Copyright 
 
The Institute advises all student teachers to respect all 
copyrighted works and encourages the purchase of original 
textbooks and/or other copyrighted materials that are required 
for your programmes. Student teachers should not plagiarize or 
pass off as oneôs own, the writing or ideas of another, without 
acknowledging or crediting the source from which the ideas are 
taken. 
 
The Institute takes a serious view of any form of plagiarism and 
infringement of copyright by student teachers. A contravention 
of the provisions of the Copyright Act is deemed to be a breach 
of the Instituteôs rules and regulations, which could result in 
disciplinary action. Cheating, plagiarism and other forms of 
academic dishonesty are considered serious offences for which 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 

 
The International Student Exchange Programme allows student 
teachers to spend one or two semesters in an overseas 
university to read courses which may be counted towards their 
programme requirements in the Nanyang Technological 
University. However, the total number of credits transferred 
from other universities must not exceed 35% of the total 
number of academic units required for the degree. Marks 
obtained for the credits earned in other institutions do not count 
towards the total for the award of Honours or Pass with Merit.  
 
The programme is open to all undergraduates. Those 
interested should speak to the Sub-Dean for Degree 
Programmes. 
 
For foreign universities which have signed memoranda of 
understanding (MOU) with NTU, student teachers will enjoy a 
tuition fee waiver while studying there. This means that each 
student teacher will only have to pay for travel, accommodation 
and living expenses. There are a number of travel grants 
available to student teachers who need financial help and who 
have good academic and extra-curricular activity records. 
 
 



 

ACADEMIC STRUCTURE OF PROGRAMMES 
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THE ACADEMIC UNIT SYSTEM 

 
 
Core Courses, Prescribed Electives & General Electives 
 
There are three categories of subject courses in the degree 
programmes: 
 
Core Courses           : Compulsory courses that must be 

passed to fulfil degree programme 
requirements (inclusive of the ONE 
Essential Course); 

 
Prescribed Electives:  Electives that form a certain field of 

specialisation in a particular subject. 
They add to the depth and/or breadth 
of knowledge and skills to be acquired 
by student teachers; 

 
General Electives     : Electives which may be chosen from 

a broad list of courses offered by the 
University, whether within or outside 
the Institute, on the approval of the 
Dean meant only for those in the 
Secondary track.  

 
 
Each course is assigned academic units. Minimum academic 
unit requirements for completing the degree programmes are 
shown in Tables 1 to 4. Note that in addition to the core 
courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 
student teachers in the Secondary track must also offer 3 AUs 
of general electives which can be chosen from subjects offered.  
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Table 1: Academic Unit Requirements of BA(Ed) (Primary) 
Programme 

 
 

Programme 
 

Strand 
 

Option 
Year 

of 
Study 

No. of Academic Units 
(AUs) 

    Core Courses, 
Prescribed 
Electives & 
Practicum 

 
Total  

BA(Ed) (General, Primary) 
 
 

A 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

24 
 

30* / 32 
 

37+/ 39 
 

31# / 33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

126 / 128 

  B 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

24 
 

30* / 32 
 

37+ / 39 
 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

122 / 124 

BA(Ed) (CL, Primary) 
 

- 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

27 
 

35 
 

38 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

125 

BA(Ed) (ML, Primary) 
 

- 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

30 
 

34 
 

38 
 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

125 

 
* For student teachers offering AS: English Language or AS: History and CS3: Social Studies 

+ For student teachers offering AS: Geography and CS3: Social Studies 
# For student teachers offering AS: Art and CS3: Art, AS: Music and CS3: Music 
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Table 2: Academic Unit Requirements of BA(Ed)  
(Secondary) Programme 

 
 

Programme 
 

Specialisation 
Year of 
Study 

No. of Academic Units (AUs) 

   Core Courses, 
Prescribed 
Electives & 
Practicum 

General 
Elective 

 
Total  

BA (Ed) (General, Secondary) 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

34 
 

31 
 

36 
 

27 

 
 
3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

131 

BA (Ed) (CL, Secondary) 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

27 
 

37 
 

36 
 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

125 

BA (Ed) (ML, Secondary) 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

30 
 

35 
 

36 
 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

128 
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Table 3: Academic Unit Requirements of BSc(Ed) (Primary) 
Programme 

 
 

Programme 
 

Strand 
 

Option 
Year 

of 
Study 

No. of Academic Units 
(AUs) 

    Core Courses, 
Prescribed 
Electives & 
Practicum 

 
Total  

BSc(Ed) (General, Primary) 
 
 

A 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

24 
 

30* / 32 
 

37+ / 39 
 

31# / 33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

126 / 128 

  B 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

24 
 

30* / 32 
 

37+ / 39 
 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

122 / 124 

BSc(Ed) (PESS, Primary) 
 

- 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

26 
 

33 
 

37 
 

32 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

128 

 
* For student teachers offering AS: Physics and CS3: Science 

+ For student teachers offering AS: Biology and CS3: Science 
# For student teachers offering AS: Mathematics 
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Table 4: Academic Unit Requirements of BSc (Ed)  
(Secondary) Programme 

 
 

Programme 
 

Specialisation 
Year of 
Study 

No. of Academic Units (AUs) 

   Core Subjects, 
Prescribed 
Electives & 
Practicum 

General 
Elective 

 
Total  

BSc(Ed) (General, Secondary) 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

34 
 

31 
 

36 
 

27 

 
 
3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

131 

BSc(Ed) (PESS, Secondary) 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

36 
 

37 
 

33 
 

26 

 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

135 



 

BA(ED)/BSc(ED) PROGRAMMES 
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STRUCTURE OF PROGRAMMES 
 
The BA(Education)/BSc(Education) programmes comprise 8 
areas of study.  
 
a) Education Studies 

 
Student teachers will learn the key concepts and principles 
of education that are necessary for effective teaching and 
reflective practice in schools. They will also have the 
opportunity for in-depth study of some significant aspects 
of education. 

 
b) Curriculum Studies 

 
BA(Ed)/BSc(Ed) student teachers will specialise in the 
methodology for teaching at either the primary or 
secondary school level. These are designed to give 
student teachers the pedagogical skills in teaching specific 
subjects in Singapore schools. The choice of Curriculum 
Studies (CS) subjects depends on the track and strand to 
which the student teacher belongs. 
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Primary Track 
 

General (Option A) Any 3 CS subjects from 
o Art 
o English 
o Mathematics 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 

For each CS, the number of courses is one more 
than that in Option B. 
 

General (Option B) ¶ English Language  

¶ Mathematics  

¶ And 1 more CS from the following list:  
o Art 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 

A set of Lower Primary Integrated Courses worth 8 
AUs is available in this option. 

 

Chinese specialisation CS1:  Chinese Language 
CS2:  Moral Education (Chinese) 
 

Malay specialisation CS1:  Malay Language 
CS2:  Moral Education (Malay) 
 

Physical Education and 
Sports Science (PESS) 
specialisation 

CS1: PESS 
CS2: English Language or Mathematics  
CS3: any one below (if not selected for CS2) 

o Art 
o English 
o Mathematics 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 
 

 
Secondary Track 

 
General Student teachers will offer 2 CS subjects which are 

aligned with the choice of Academic Subjects (AS) 
chosen. CS1 will align with AS1 and CS2 will be 
aligned with AS2. For a full list of AS subjects, see 
section on Academic Subjects. 
 

Chinese specialisation CS1:  Chinese Language 
CS2:  Chinese Literature 
 

Malay specialisation CS1:  Malay Language 
CS2:  Malay Literature 
 

Physical Education and 
Sports Science (PESS) 
specialisation 

CS1:  PESS 
CS2:  aligned with AS2 
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c) Subject Knowledge  
 

This group of courses helps to reinforce subject content 
mastery for primary school teaching. Student teachers in 
the primary track must offer Subject Knowledge courses 
aligned with their choice of CS subjects.  
 
For each CS subject, there will be two Subject Knowledge 
(SK) courses for those in the primary track in Option B 
while those who select Option A will have three SK 
courses for further deepening their subject knowledge. In 
the case where the student teacherôs Academic Subject 
(AS) is related to the CS subject, he/she will only be 
required to do only 2 SK courses if Option A is selected 
and either 1 or 2 SK courses if Option B is selected as 
determined by the Academic Group. 
 
For PESS specialisation in the primary track, student 
teachers will offer SK courses aligned with the CS2 and 
CS3 subjects and will read 3 SK courses per subject. 
 
Those in the Secondary track will not be reading SK 
courses as it is assumed that they would have obtained 
this knowledge from the 2 AS subjects offered.  

 
 

d) Essential Course 
 

There will only be 1 essential course that introduces 
student teachers to the implications of living in a diverse 
society entitled óMulticultural Studies: Appreciating & 
Valuing Differencesô.  
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e) Practicum 
 

Student teachers will be attached to schools for 2, 5, 5, 10 
week blocks so that they can develop teaching 
competencies in a variety of contexts and at different 
levels.   

 
(i) School Experience (SE): This is 2 weeks long, with 1 

week in a primary school and 1 in a secondary 
school. The purpose for this is to provide student 
teachers opportunities to observe lessons in the 
primary and secondary classrooms. 

  
(ii) Teaching Assistantship (TA): This comprises 5 

weeks and its purpose is to provide student teachers 
opportunities to observe their Cooperating Teachers 
(CTs) teach and to reflect on the roles and 
responsibilities of a teacher.  

 
(iii) Teaching Practice 1 (TP1): This is 5 weeks long and 

its purpose is to help student teachers to begin to 
teach independently. They will learn to plan their own 
lessons to teach, prepare relevant resources and to 
manage pupils independently while still being able to 
consult their CTs and to observe their CTs teach.  

 
(iv) Teaching Practice 2 (TP2): This is the final 

component and it lasts for 10 weeks. Besides 
focusing on independent teaching, TP2 allows for a 
more holistic school attachment experience which 
could include exploring other aspects of a teacherôs 
life, such as, the management of CCAs. 
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For all 4 school attachments, student teachers will be 
closely supervised by NIEôs lecturers and will also learn 
from experienced teachers in the schools about the 
schooling process. They will use the knowledge and skills 
obtained from the Education Studies and Curriculum 
Studies courses to integrate theory with practice. 

 
 
f) Language Enhancement and Academic Discourse 

Skills (LEADS) 
 

The courses in this component equip student teachers 
with the basic language and voice skills that they require 
for teaching, as well as for successfully engaging in 
academic writing of assignments and theses. BA/BSc (Ed) 
student teachers will have to offer 2 compulsory courses, 
Communication Skills for Teachers (CST) and Academic 
Discourse Skills (ADS).  

 
 
g) Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) 
 

Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) Project is 
a compulsory project work that all student teachers are 
required to undertake. Student teachers in an assigned 
group are to collaboratively complete a project in a 
community service within the programme. Student 
teachers will benefit from the GESL experience in 
acquiring generic knowledge and skills of project 
management in service learning. Groups will showcase 
their completed projects and a record of student teachersô 
involvement in GESL will be issued at the end of the 
programme.  
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h) Academic Subjects 
 

This area of study covers knowledge of the content and 
fundamental concepts and principles of either one or two 
subjects depending on the programme enrolled for.   

 
In the case of a BA(Ed) (Primary) student, the choice of 
the first Academic Subject must be an Arts subject while in 
the case of a BSc(Ed) (Primary) student teacher, the 
Academic Subject must be a Science Subject.  
 
All BA (Ed) (Secondary) student teachers must read an 
arts subject as Academic Subject 1 but can choose an 
Arts or Science subject as Academic Subject 2. Similarly, 
all BSc (Ed) (Secondary) student teachers must choose a 
Science subject as Academic Subject 1 but can choose an 
Arts or Science subject as Academic Subject 2. The lists 
of subjects for the different programmes are shown below. 
However, due to the nature of workload for some subjects, 
the subject combinations allowed will have to be 
necessarily limited. 
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BA(Ed) (Primary/Secondary): Academic Subjects  
 

 
ACADEMIC SUBJECT 

 
BA(Ed) (Primary) BA(Ed) (Secondary) 

 AS AS1 AS2 

Art ã ã ã 

Biology X X ã 

Chemistry X X ã 

Chinese Language* ã ã X 

Chinese Literature* X X ã 

Drama ã ã ã 

English Language ã ã ã 

English Literature X ã ã 

Geography ã ã ã 

History ã ã ã 

Malay Language** ã ã X 

Malay Literature** X X ã 

Mathematics X X ã 

Music ã ã ã 

Physics X X ã 
 

* Chinese Language and Chinese Literature must be offered as AS1 and AS2 
together and not with another Academic Subject in both the primary and 
secondary specialisations. 

 
** Malay Language and Malay Literature must be offered as AS1 and AS2 

together and not with another Academic Subject in the primary specialisation. In 
the secondary specialisation, Malay Language must be offered as AS1 and 
Malay Literature as AS2. However, student teachers can opt to offer Malay 
Language as AS1 and any other Arts subject as AS2 but they will then not be 
considered as specialising in Malay Language.  
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BSc(Ed) (Primary/Secondary): Academic Subjects  
 

 
ACADEMIC SUBJECT 

 
BSc(Ed) (Primary) BSc(Ed) (Secondary) 

 AS AS1 AS2 

Art X X ã 

Biology ã ã ã 

Chemistry ã ã ã 

Drama X X ã 

English Language X X ã 

English Literature X X ã 

Family & Consumer Sciences X ã X 

Geography X X ã 

History X X ã 

Mathematics ã ã ã 

Music X X ã 

PE and Sports Science ã ã X 

Physics ã ã ã 

 
 
 

i) General Electives 
 

Only BA(Ed)/BSc(Ed) student teachers in the Secondary 
track have the option of taking 3 AUs of General Electives, 
a full listing of which can be found in the section under 
óGeneral Electivesô. 

 



BA (Ed) (General) (Primary) 

 42 

 

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BA (ED) (GENERAL) 
(PRIMARY) PROGRAMME 

 
Student teachers enrolled in the BA(Ed) (General) (Primary) 
programme will follow the curriculum structure shown in Table 5 
below: 
 

Table 5: Curriculum Structure for BA(Ed) (General) 
(Primary) Programme 

 
Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 

AED102 
Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT (Select 1 subject area) * 

AS1  Arts Subject * 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 
ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
* AS1 : Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects: 

Art, Drama, English Language, Geography, History, and Music 
 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24.  
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  (Select 1 subject area) * 

AS 1  Arts Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Select any 3 for Option A and English, Mathematics and either  
Art/Music/Science or Social Studies for Option B)  

Art 
(includes Subject 
Knowledge) 

ACA201 Artistic Processes I  2 

ACA202 The Development of Childrenôs Art and its 
Implications for Teaching 

3 

English Language ACE201 Teaching Reading and Writing 1 3 

Mathematics ACM201 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics I 

3 

Music ACI201 Music Curriculum I 3 

Science ACS201 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Primary Science  3 

Social Studies ACL201 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom I 

3 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (Aligned with Option chosen for Curriculum Studies Subjects) 

English Language ASE201 Grammar 2 

Mathematics ASM201 Number Topics 2 

ASM202 Fundamental Principles of Primary 
Mathematics I 

2 

Music ASI201 General Musicianship I  2 

Science ASK201 Topics in Physical Science for Primary 
Science Teaching 

2 

Social Studies ASL201 History for Social Studies 2 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship 3 

 
  * AS1 : Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, Geography, History, and Music  

 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required by Ministry of Education to undertake a compulsory 
Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS). Description of CELS is available in 
page 24.  
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES  

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS 1  Arts Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Further studies in selected Curriculum Studies subjects in 
Year 2) 

Art 
(includes SK) 

ACA301 Artistic Processes II  2 

ACA302 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

English Language ACE301 Teaching Reading and Writing 2 3 

Mathematics ACM301 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics II 

3 

Music ACI301 Music Curriculum II 3 

Science ACS301 Assessment Modes and Resource 
Management in Primary Science 

3 

Social Studies ACL301 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom II 

3 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (Further studies in selected Subject Knowledge areas aligned 
to 3 selected Curriculum Studies subjects) 

English Language ASE301 Text Types 2 

Mathematics ASM301 Geometry Topics 2 

ASM302 Fundamental Principles of Primary 
Mathematics II 

2 

Music ASI301 General Musicianship II 2 

Science ASK301 Topics in Biological Science for Primary 
Science Teaching  

2 

Social Studies ASL301 Geography for Primary Social Studies 2 

ESSENTIAL COURSE  

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 

 
  * AS1 : Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, Geography, History, and Music  
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Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title 
No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS 1  Arts Subject *  3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Further studies in selected Curriculum Studies subjects in 
Year 2) 

Art  
(includes SK) 

ACA402 
Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

2 

English Language ACE401 Teaching Oral Communication 2 

Mathematics 
ACM401 

The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics III 

2 

Music ACI401 Music Curriculum III 2 

Science 
ACS401 

Innovations in Design and Practices for 
Primary Science 

2 

Social Studies 
ACL401 

Managing Diversity in the Social Studies 
Classroom 

2 

ELECTIVES SET (SELECT ONE OPTION)  

Option A: Further Courses for selected CS1,CS2,CS3 & SK1,SK2,SK3 

Art 
 

ACA401 Visual Arts and New Media Technologies 2 

ACA403 
Childrenôs Use and Organisation of Semiotic 
Systems 

2 

English Language 
ACE402 

Teaching the Language Skills in the Upper 
Primary  

2 

ASE401 
Current Trends in Language Education in the 
Upper Primary School 

2 

Mathematics 
ACM402 

The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics IV 

2 

ASM401 Further Mathematics Topics 2 

Music ACI402 Music Curriculum IV 2 

ASI401 General Musicianship III 2 

Science 
ACS402 

Current Trends, Issues and Challenges in 
Primary Science 

2 

ASK401 Further Topics for Primary Science Teaching 2 

Social Studies 
ACL402 

Teaching Social Studies to Upper Primary 
Level School Children 

2 

ASL401 
Issues and Themes in Upper Primary Social 
Studies 

2 

Option B: Lower Primary Integrated Courses 

 ACW401 Teaching Lower Primary 1 4 

ACW402 Teaching Lower Primary 2  4 

PRACTICUM  

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 

 
  * AS1 : Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, Geography, History, and Music  
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BA (ED)  
(CHINESE/MALAY LANGUAGE SPECIALISATION) 

(PRIMARY) PROGRAMME 

 

Student teachers enrolled in the BA (Ed) (Chinese/Malay 
Language Specialisation) (Primary) programme will follow the 
curriculum structure shown in Table 6 below: 
 

Table 6: Curriculum Structure for BA (Ed) 
(Chinese/Malay Language Specialisation) 
(Primary) Programme 

 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language)  

AS 1  Chinese Language 9 

AS 1  Malay Language 9 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2 (Chinese Literature or Malay Literature)  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 6 

AS 2  Malay Literature  9 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24.  
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language)  

AS 1  Chinese Language 12 

AS 1  Malay Language  12 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2 (Chinese Literature or Malay Literature)  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 6 

AS 2  Malay Literature 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC201 Teaching of Chinese Language 1  4 

ACC202 Teaching of Chinese Language 2  4 

CS 1 ACD201 The Teaching of Malay Language 1 (Pri)   5 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Chinese or Malay Civics and Moral Education) 

CS 2  
(Chinese CME) 

ACZ201 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 1   

4 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship 3 
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in the 
Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language)  

AS 1  Chinese Language 9 

AS 1  Malay Language  12 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 9 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC301 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 1 

ACC302 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 5 

CS 1 ACD301 The Teaching of Malay Language 2 (Pri)  5 

ACD302 The Teaching of Malay Language 3 (Pri)  3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Chinese or Malay Civics and Moral Education) 

CS 2 
(Chinese CME) 

ACZ301 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 2 

2 

CS 2 
(Malay CME) 

ACV301 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 1 (Pri)  3 

ACV302 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 2 (Pri) 3 

ESSENTIAL COURSE  

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 
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Year 4  
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language)  

AS 1  Chinese Language 3 

AS 1  Malay Language 3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC401 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 2 

ACC402 Teaching of Chinese Language 6 2 

CS 1 ACD401 The Teaching of Malay Language 4 (Pri)  3 

ACD402 The Teaching of Malay Language 5 (Pri) 2 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Chinese or Malay Civics and Moral Education) 

CS 2 
(Chinese CME) 

ACZ401 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 3  

3 

CS 2 
(Malay CME) 

ACV401 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 3 (Pri) 3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BA (ED) (GENERAL) 
(SECONDARY) PROGRAMME 

 
Student teachers enrolled in the BA (Ed) (General) (Secondary) 
programme will follow the curriculum structure shown in Table 7 
below: 
 
Table 7: Curriculum Structure for BA (Ed) (General)  

 (Secondary) Programme 
 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS   

AS1  Arts Subject * 12 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
* AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, English Literature, Geography, History,  
Malay Language, Music 

 
# AS2:  Select 1 from the following list:  

Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama, English Language, English Literature, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, Physics 
 

Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 
student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24.  
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS  

AS1  Arts Subject * 12 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

GENERAL ELECTIVES@ 

   3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship  3 

 
* AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, English Literature, Geography, History,  
Malay Language, Music 

 
# AS2: Select 1 from the following list:  

Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama, English Language, English Literature, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, Physics 
 

@ Student teachers are required to select 1 General Elective worth 3 AUs 
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS1  Arts Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (CS1 align with AS1, CS2 align with AS2) # 

Art ACA321 The Development of Adolescent Art & Its 
Implications for Teaching 

3 

ACA322 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

Biology ACB321 Teaching of Biology I 3 

ACB322 Teaching of Biology II 3 

Chemistry ACY321 The Teaching of Chemistry I 3 

ACY322 The Teaching of Chemistry II 3 

Drama ACU321 Elements of Drama 3 

ACU322 Drama and Theatre in Education 3 

English Language ACE321 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Oral Communication 

3 

ACE322 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Reading 

3 

English Literature ACR321 Teaching Prose 3 

ACR322 Teaching Poetry 3 

Geography ACG321 Planning for Geography Teaching 3 

ACG322 Classroom-based Teaching Methods 3 

History ACH321 Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies I 

3 

ACH322 Teaching for Historical Understanding 3 

Mathematics ACM321 Teaching and Learning Mathematics I 3 

ACM322 Teaching and Learning Mathematics II 3 

Music ACI321 General Musicianship I 3 

ACI322 General Musicianship II 3 

Physics ACP321 Teaching of Physics I 3 

ACP322 Teaching of Physics II 3 

ESSENTIAL COURSE  

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 

 
* AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects:  

Art, Drama, English Language, English Literature, Geography, History,  
Malay Language, Music 

 
# For CS: Malay, see section under Malay Specialisation (Secondary track)  
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Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS1  Arts Subject * 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (CS1 align with AS1, CS2 align with AS2) # 

Art ACA421 Creativity, Thinking Skills and the Visual Arts 3 

ACA422 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

3 

Biology ACB421 Teaching of Biology III 3 

ACB422 Teaching of Biology IV 3 

Chemistry ACY421 The Teaching of Chemistry III 3 

ACY422 The Teaching of Chemistry IV 3 

Drama ACU421 Theatre for Young People 3 

ACU422 Process Drama 3 

English Language ACE421 Teaching Grammar at the Secondary Level 3 

ACE422 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Writing 

3 

English Literature ACR421 Teaching Drama 3 

ACR422 Literature Assessment 3 

Geography ACG421 Field-based Teaching Strategies and 
Assessment in Teaching Geography 

3 

ACG422 Teaching Social Studies to Secondary School 
Students 

3 

History ACH421 Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies II 

3 

ACH422 Assessment and Evaluation in Secondary 
History and Social Studies 

3 

Mathematics ACM421 Teaching and Learning Mathematics III 3 

ACM422 Teaching and Learning Mathematics IV 3 

Music ACI421 General Musicianship III 3 

ACI422 The Secondary School Music Syllabus 3 

Physics ACP421 Teaching of Physics III 3 

ACP422 Teaching of Physics IV 3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 

 
* AS1: Select 1 from the following list of Arts Subjects: Art, Drama, English 

Language, English Literature, Geography, History, Malay Language, Music 
 
# For CS: Malay, see section under Malay Specialisation (Secondary track)  
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BA (ED) 
(CHINESE/MALAY LANGUAGE SPECIALISATION) 

(SECONDARY) PROGRAMME 

 
Student teachers enrolled in the BA (Ed) (Chinese/Malay 
Language Specialisation) (Secondary) programme will follow 
the curriculum structure shown in Table 8 below: 
 
Table 8: Curriculum Structure for the BA (Ed) (Chinese/  

 Malay Language Specialisation) (Secondary) 
 Programme * 

 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning  2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) * 

AS 1  Chinese Language 9 

AS 1  Malay Language 9 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2 (Chinese Literature or Malay Literature)  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 6 

AS 2  Malay Literature 9 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
 
* In the secondary specialisation for Malay Language, Malay Language must be 

offered as AS1 and Malay Literature as AS2. However, student teachers can opt to 
offer Malay Language as AS1 and any other Arts subject as AS2 but they will then 
not be considered as specialising in Malay Language. 

 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24.  
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language)  

AS 1  Chinese Language 12 

AS 1  Malay Language 12 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2 (Chinese Literature or Malay Literature)  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 6 

AS 2  Malay Literature 15 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC221 Teaching of Chinese Language 1 4 

CS 1 ACC222 Chinese Language Curriculum Design  3 

CS 1 ACD221 The Teaching of Malay Language 1 (Sec) 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2  

CS 2  ACJ221 Teaching of Chinese Literature 1 2 

CS 2  ACJ222 Teaching of Chinese Literature 2 5 
 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship  3 
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Year 3 

 
Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

AS 1  Chinese Language 9 

AS 1  Malay Language 12 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT 2  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 9 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC321 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 4 

CS 1 ACD321 The Teaching of Malay Language 2 (Sec) 3 

CS 1 ACD322 The Teaching of Malay Language 3 (Sec) 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Chinese Literature or Malay Literature) 

CS 2 ACJ321 Teaching of Chinese Literature 3: IT and 
Project Work 

2 

CS 2 ACF321 The Teaching of Malay Literature 1 3 

CS 2 ACF322 The Teaching of Malay Literature 2 3 

ESSENTIAL COURSE 

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 
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Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

AS 1  Chinese Language 3 

AS 1  Malay Language 3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  2  

AS 2  Chinese Literature 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Chinese Language or Malay Language) 

CS 1 ACC421 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 2 

CS 1 ACC422 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 2 

CS 1 ACD421 The Teaching of Malay Language 4 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2  

CS 2 ACF421 The Teaching of Malay Literature 3 3 

CS 2 ACF422 The Teaching of Malay Literature 4 3 

GENERAL ELECTIVES@ 

   3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 

 
@ Student teachers are required to select 1 General Elective worth 3 AUs 
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR THE BSC (ED) (GENERAL) 
(PRIMARY) PROGRAMME 

 
Student teachers enrolled in the BSc (Ed) (General) (Primary) 
programme will follow the curriculum structure shown in Table 9 
below. 
 
Table 9: Curriculum Structure for BSc (Ed) (General) 

(Primary) Programme 
 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT (Select 1 subject area) * 

AS 1  Science Subject * 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
    * AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Science Subjects:  

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics 
 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24. 
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  (Select 1 subject area) * 

AS 1  Science Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Select any 3 for Option A and English, Mathematics and either  
Art/Music/Science or Social Studies for Option B) 

Art 
(includes SK) 

ACA201 Artistic Processes I  2 

ACA202 The Development of Childrenôs Art and its 
Implications for Teaching 

3 

English Language ACE201 Teaching Reading and Writing 1 3 

Mathematics ACM201 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics I 

3 

Music ACI201 Music Curriculum I 3 

Science ACS201 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Primary Science  3 

Social Studies ACL201 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom I 

3 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (Aligned with option chosen for Curriculum Studies subjects) 

English Language ASE201 Grammar  2 

Mathematics ASM201 Number Topics 2 

ASM202 Fundamental Principles of Primary 
Mathematics I 

2 

Music ASI201 General Musicianship I 2 

Science ASK201 Topics in Physical Science for Primary 
Science Teaching 

2 

Social Studies ASL201 History for Social Studies  2 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship 3 

 
   * AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Science Subjects:  

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics 
 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required by Ministry of Education to undertake a compulsory 
Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS). Description of CELS is available on 
page 24.  
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Year 3 

 
Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS 1  Science Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Further studies in selected Curriculum Studies subjects in 
Year 2) 

Art 
(includes SK) 

ACA301 Artistic Processes II  2 

ACA302 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

English Language ACE301 Teaching Reading and Writing 2 3 

Mathematics ACM301 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics II 

3 

Music ACI301 Music Curriculum II 3 

Science ACS301 Assessment Modes and Resource 
Management in Primary Science 

3 

Social Studies ACL301 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom II 

3 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (Further studies in selected Subject Knowledge areas aligned 
to 3 selected Curriculum Studies subjects) 

English Language ASE301 Text Types 2 

Mathematics ASM301 Geometry Topics 2 

ASM302 Fundamental Principles of Primary 
Mathematics II 

2 

Music ASI301 General Musicianship II 2 

Science ASK301 Topics in Biological Science for Primary 
Science Teaching  

2 

Social Studies ASL301 Geography for Primary Social Studies 2 

ESSENTIAL COURSE  

Science AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences 

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 

 
   * AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Science Subjects:  

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics 
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Year 4  
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS 1  Science Subject *  3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (Further studies in selected Curriculum Studies subjects in 
Year 2) 

Art 
(includes SK) 

ACA402 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

2 

English Language ACE401 Teaching Oral Communication 2 

Mathematics ACM401 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics III 

2 

Music ACI401 Music Curriculum III 2 

Science ACS401 Innovations in Design and Practices for 
Primary Science 

2 

Social Studies ACL401 Managing Diversity in the Social Studies 
Classroom 

2 

ELECTIVES SET (SELECT ONE OPTION)  

Option A: Further Courses in selected CS1,CS2,CS3/SK1,SK2,SK3 

Art 
 

ACA401 Visual Arts and New Media Technologies 2 

ACA403 Childrenôs Use and Organisation of Semiotic 
Systems 

2 

English Language ACE402 Teaching the Language Skills in the Upper 
Primary  

2 

ASE401 Current Trends in Language Education in the 
Upper Primary School 

2 

Mathematics ACM402 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics IV 

2 

ASM401 Further Mathematics Topics 2 

Music ACI402 Music Curriculum IV 2 

ASI401 General Musicianship III 2 

Science ACS402 Current Trends, Issues and Challenges in 
Primary Science 

2 

ASK401 Further Topics for Primary Science Teaching 2 

Social Studies ACL402 Teaching Social Studies to Upper Primary 
Level school children 

2 

ASL401 Issues and Themes in Upper Primary Social 
Studies 

2 

Option B: Lower Primary Integrated Courses 

 ACW401 Teaching Lower Primary 1 4 

 ACW402 Teaching Lower Primary 2  4 

PRACTICUM  

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 

 
   * AS1:  Select 1 from the following list of Science Subjects:  

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics 
 



BSc (Ed) (PE & Sports Science) (Primary) 

 62 

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BSC (ED)  
(PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS SCIENCE) 

(PRIMARY) PROGRAMME 

 

Student teachers enrolled in the BSc (Ed) (Physical Education 
and Sports Science) (Primary) programme will follow the 
curriculum structure shown in Table 10 below: 
 

Table 10: Curriculum Structure for the BSc (Ed) 
(Physical Education & Sports Science) 
(Primary) Programme 

 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning  2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  

AS 1  PE & Sports Science 9 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC101 Principles of Games  2 

APC102 Outdoor Residential Camp       1 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Select 1 from this grouping) 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC130 Badminton  2 

APC131 Volleyball 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 

ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives,  

student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24. 
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Year 2 

 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT   

AS 1  PE & Sports Science 11 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC201 Fitness & Conditioning 1 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Select 1 from each grouping) 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC230 Soccer  2 

APC231 Netball 

APC232 Basketball  2 

APC233 Rugby 

APC234 Hockey  2 

APC235 Softball 

APC236 Tennis 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 & 3 (Select 2 Curriculum Studies subjects) 

Art 
(includes 
Subject 
Knowledge) 

ACA201 Artistic Processes I  2 

ACA202 The Development of Childrenôs Art and its 
Implications for Teaching 

3 

English 
Language 

ACE201 Teaching Reading and Writing 1 3 

Mathematics ACM201 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics I 

3 

Music ACI201 Music Curriculum I 3 

Science ACS201 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Primary 
Science  

3 

Social Studies ACL201 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom I 

3 
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contôd 

 
Year 2  
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (2 Subject Knowledge areas aligned to CS2 & CS3) * 

English 
Language 

ASE201 
Grammar 

2 

Mathematics ASM201 Number Topics 2 

Music ASI201 General Musicianship I  2 

Science ASK201 Topics in Physical Science for Primary 
Science Teaching 

2 

Social Studies ASL201 History for Social Studies 2 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship 3 

 

* Student teachers have to offer two (2) Subject Knowledge (SK) areas which 

correspond to their choice of Curriculum Studies (CS) subjects to be offered in Year 
2. For student teachers of BSc(Ed) (Physical Education Specialisation), CS1 is 
Physical Education, CS2 can be chosen from either English Language or 
Mathematics, CS3 can be chosen from any of the CS subjects other than those of 
CS1 and CS2. This selection of CS1, CS2, and CS3 subjects will remain in Year 3 
and 4. 

 
 
Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 

student teachers are required by Ministry of Education to undertake a compulsory 
Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS). Description of CELS is available on 
page 24.  
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 
AED302 Educational Psychology II: 

Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT   

AS 1  PE & Sports Science 9 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC301 Instructional Methods in Physical Education 2 

APC331 Curriculum Gymnastics  2 

APC333 Dance 2 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 & 3 (Select 2 Curriculum Studies subjects) 

Art 
(includes 
Subject 
Knowledge) 

ACA301 Artistic Processes II  2 

ACA302 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

English 
Language 

ACE301 Teaching Reading and Writing 2 3 

Mathematics ACM301 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics II 

3 

Music ACI301 Music Curriculum II 3 

Science ACS301 Assessment Modes and Resource 
Management in Primary Science 

3 

Social Studies ACL301 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom II 

3 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (2 Subject Knowledge areas aligned to CS2 & CS3) 

English 
Language 

ASE301 
Text Types 

2 

Mathematics ASM301 Geometry Topics 2 

Music ASI301 General Musicianship II 2 

Science ASK301 Topics in Biological Science for Primary 
Science Teaching  

2 

Social Studies ASL301 Geography for Primary Social Studies 2 

ESSENTIAL COURSE 

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 

 
 



BSc (Ed) (PE & Sports Science) (Primary) 

 66 

Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT   

AS 1  PE & Sports Science 5 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC401 Instructional Strategies in Teaching of 
Physical Education 

3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 & 3 (Select 2 Curriculum Studies subjects) 

Art 
(includes 
Subject 
Knowledge) 

ACA401 Visual Arts and New Media Technologies 2 

ACA402 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

2 

ACA403 Childrenôs Use and Organisation of Semiotic 
Systems 

2 

English 
Language 

ACE401 Teaching Oral Communication 2 

ACE402 Teaching the Language Skills in the Upper 
Primary  

2 

Mathematics ACM401 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics III 

2 

ACM402 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics IV 

2 

Music ACI401 Music Curriculum III 2 

ACI402 Music Curriculum IV 2 

Science ACS401 Innovations in Design and Practices for 
Primary Science 

2 

ACS402 Current Trends, Issues and Challenges in 
Primary Science 

2 

Social Studies ACL401 Managing Diversity in the Social Studies 
Classroom 

2 

ACL402 Teaching Social Studies to Upper Primary 
Level School Children 

2 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE (2 Subject Knowledge areas aligned to CS2 & CS3) 

English 
Language 

ASE401 Current Trends in Language Education in the 
Upper Primary School 

2 

Mathematics ASM401 Further Mathematics Topics 2 

Music ASI401 General Musicianship III 2 

Science ASK401 Further Topics for Primary Science Teaching 2 

Social Studies ASL401 Issues and Themes in Upper Primary Social 
Studies 

2 

PRACTICUM 

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BSC (ED) (GENERAL) 
(SECONDARY) PROGRAMME 

 
Student teachers enrolled in the BSc (Ed) (General) 
(Secondary) programme will follow the curriculum structure 
shown in Table 11 below: 
 

Table 11: Curriculum Structure for BSc (Ed) (General) 
(Secondary) Programme 

 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS  

AS1  Science Subject * 12 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
* AS1: Select 1 from the following Science Subjects: 

Biology, Chemistry, Family and Consumer Sciences, Mathematics, Physics 
 

# AS2:  Select 1 from the following list: 
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama, English Language, English Literature,  
Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, Physics 
 

Note: In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 
student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24. 
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS   

AS1  Science Subject * 12 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 
 

GENERAL ELECTIVES@ 

   3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship  3 

 
* AS1:  Select 1 from the following Science Subjects:  

Biology, Chemistry, Family and Consumer Sciences, Mathematics, Physics 
 

# AS2: Select 1 from the following list:  
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama, English Language, English Literature, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, Physics 
 

@ Student teachers are required to select 1 General Elective worth 3 AUs 
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
Aus 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 
AED302 Educational Psychology II: 

Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  * 

AS1  Science Subject * 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (CS1 align with AS1, CS2 align with AS2) 

Art ACA321 The Development of Adolescent Art & Its 
Implications for Teaching 

3 

ACA322 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

Biology ACB321 Teaching of Biology I 3 

ACB322 Teaching of Biology II 3 

Chemistry ACY321 The Teaching of Chemistry I 3 

ACY322 The Teaching of Chemistry II 3 

Drama ACU321 Elements of Drama 3 

ACU322 Drama and Theatre in Education 3 

English Language ACE321 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Oral Communication 

3 

ACE322 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Reading 

3 

English Literature ACR321 Teaching Prose 3 

ACR322 Teaching Poetry 3 

Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences 

ACQ321 Family and Consumer Sciences Curriculum 3 

ACQ322 Introduction to Family and Consumer Sciences 
Teaching 

3 

Geography ACG321 Planning for Geography Teaching 3 

ACG322 Classroom-based Teaching Methods 3 

History ACH321 Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies I 

3 

ACH322 Teaching for Historical Understanding 3 

Mathematics ACM321 Teaching and Learning Mathematics I 3 

ACM322 Teaching and Learning Mathematics II 3 

Music ACI321 General Musicianship I 3 

ACI322 General Musicianship II 3 

Physics ACP321 Teaching of Physics I 3 

ACP322 Teaching of Physics II 3 

ESSENTIAL COURSE  

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences 

3 

PRACTICUM  

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 

 
* AS1: Select 1 from the following Science Subjects: 

Biology, Chemistry, Family and Consumer Sciences, Mathematics, Physics 



BSc (Ed) (General) (Secondary) 

 70 

Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT * 

AS1  Science Subject * 3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES (CS1 align with AS1, CS2 align with AS2) 

Art ACA421 Creativity, Thinking Skills and the Visual Arts 3 

ACA422 
Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

3 

Biology ACB421 Teaching of Biology III 3 

ACB422 Teaching of Biology IV 3 

Chemistry ACY421 The Teaching of Chemistry III 3 

ACY422 The Teaching of Chemistry IV 3 

Drama ACU421 Theatre for Young People 3 

ACU422 Process Drama 3 

English Language ACE421 Teaching Grammar at the Secondary Level 3 

ACE422 
Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Writing 

3 

English Literature ACR421 Teaching Drama 3 

ACR422 Literature Assessment 3 

Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences 

ACQ421 
Evaluation in Family and Consumer Sciences 
Teaching 

3 

ACQ422 
Trends in Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education 

3 

Geography 
ACG421 

Field-based Teaching Strategies and 
Assessment in Teaching Geography 

3 

ACG422 
Teaching Social Studies to Secondary School 
Students 

3 

History 
ACH421 

Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies II 

3 

ACH422 
Assessment and Evaluation in Secondary 
History and Social Studies 

3 

Mathematics ACM421 Teaching and Learning Mathematics III 3 

ACM422 Teaching and Learning Mathematics IV 3 

Music ACI421 General Musicianship III 3 

ACI422 The Secondary School Music Syllabus 3 

Physics ACP421 Teaching of Physics III 3 

ACP422 Teaching of Physics IV 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 

 
* AS1: Select 1 from the following Science Subjects: 

Biology, Chemistry, Family and Consumer Sciences, Mathematics, Physics 
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CURRICULUM STRUCTURE FOR BSC (ED)  
(PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS SCIENCE) 

(SECONDARY) PROGRAMME 

 

Student teachers enrolled in the BSc (Ed) (PE and Sports 
Science)(Secondary) programme will follow the curriculum 
structure shown in Table 12 below: 
 

Table 12:  Curriculum Structure for the BSc (Ed) (PE and  
        Sports Science) (Secondary) Programme 
 

Year 1 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED102 Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for Learning and 
Teaching 

3 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 2 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 

AS1   PE & Sports Science 9 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1  

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC121 Principles of Games 2 

APC122 Outdoor Residential Camp       1 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Select 1 from this grouping) 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC141 Badminton  2 

APC142 Volleyball 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALS101 Academic Discourse Skills 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR101 School Experience 0 

 
# AS2: Select 1 from the following list: 

Biology, Chemistry, English Language, Geography, History, Mathematics, 
Physics. 
 

Note:  In addition to the core courses and the required number of prescribed electives, 
student teachers are required to undertake a compulsory Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) project ï AGS101. Description on GESL projects is 
available in page 24. 
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Year 2 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching & Learning  2 

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS   

AS1  PE & Sports Science 11 

AS2  Arts or Science Subject # 12 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1  

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC221 
Fitness & Conditioning 

1 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Select 1 from each grouping) 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC241 Soccer  2 

APC242 Netball 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC243 Rugby  2 

APC244 Basketball 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC245 Hockey  
2 APC246 Softball 

APC247 Tennis 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE SKILLS 

 ALK101 Communication Skills for Teachers 2 
 

GENERAL ELECTIVES@ 

   3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR201 Teaching Assistantship  3 

 
@ Student teachers are required to select 1 General Elective worth 3 AUs 
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Year 3 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

EDUCATION STUDIES 

 AED302 Educational Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse Learners in 
the Classroom 

3 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  1  

AS1    PE & Sports Science 9 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1  

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC321 
Instructional Methods in Physical Education 

2 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1 (Select 1 from each grouping) 

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC341 Curriculum Gymnastics  2 

APC342 Swimming 

 APC343 Dance 2 

APC344 Track & Field 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Align with Academic Subject 2) 

Art 
 

ACA321 Development of Adolescent Art & Its 
Implication for Teaching 

3 

ACA322 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 3 

Biology ACB321 Teaching of Biology I 3 

ACB322 Teaching of Biology II 3 

Chemistry ACY321 The Teaching of Chemistry I 3 

ACY322 The Teaching of Chemistry II 3 

Drama ACU321 Elements of Drama 3 

ACU322 Drama and Theatre in Education 3 

English 
Language 

ACE321 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Oral Communication 

3 

ACE322 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Reading 

3 

English 
Literature 

ACR321 Teaching Prose 3 

ACR322 Teaching Poetry 3 

Geography ACG321 Planning for Geography Teaching 3 

 ACG322 Classroom-based Teaching Methods 3 
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contôd 
 

Year 3  
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

History ACH321 Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies I 

3 

ACH322 Teaching for Historical Understanding 3 

Mathematics ACM321 Teaching and Learning Mathematics I 3 

ACM322 Teaching and Learning Mathematics II 3 

Music ACI321 General Musicianship I 3 

ACI322 General Musicianship II 3 

Physics ACP321 Teaching of Physics I 3 

ACP322 Teaching of Physics II 3 

ESSENTIAL COURSE 

 AMX301 Multicultural Studies: Appreciating & Valuing 
Differences  

3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR301 Teaching Practice 1 6 
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Year 4 
 

Category/ 
Subject 

Course 
Code 

Title No. of 
AUs 

ACADEMIC SUBJECT  1  

AS 1  PE & Sports Science 5 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 1  

PE & Sports 
Science 

APC421 Instructional Strategies in Teaching of 
Physical Education 

3 

CURRICULUM STUDIES 2 (Align with Academic Subject 2) 

Art 
 

ACA421 Creativity, Thinking Skills and the Visual Arts 3 

ACA422 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

3 

Biology ACB421 Teaching of Biology III 3 

ACB422 Teaching of Biology IV 3 

Chemistry ACY421 The Teaching of Chemistry III 3 

ACY422 The Teaching of Chemistry IV 3 

Drama ACU421 Theatre for Young People 3 

ACU422 Process Drama 3 

English 
Language 

ACE421 Teaching Grammar at the Secondary Level 3 

ACE422 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Writing 

3 

English 
Literature 

ACR421 Teaching Drama 3 

ACR422 Literature Assessment 3 

Geography ACG421 Field-based Teaching Strategies and 
Assessment in Teaching Geography 

3 

ACG422 Teaching Social Studies to Secondary School 
Students 

3 

History ACH421 Teaching and Learning of Secondary History 
and Social Studies II 

3 

ACH422 Assessment and Evaluation in Secondary 
History and Social Studies 

3 

Mathematics ACM421 Teaching and Learning Mathematics III 3 

ACM422 Teaching and Learning Mathematics IV 3 

Music ACI421 General Musicianship III 3 

ACI422 The Secondary School Music Syllabus 3 

Physics ACP421 Teaching of Physics III 3 

ACP422 Teaching of Physics IV 3 

PRACTICUM 

 APR401 Teaching Practice 2 12 
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EDUCATION STUDIES 

 
 
This area of study will acquaint student teachers with the key 
concepts and principles in education that are necessary for 
effective instruction and reflective practice in primary and 
secondary schools. Five core courses for Education Studies 
are compulsory and deal with basic educational concepts such 
as pupil development, the learning and thinking process, the 
social context within which schooling operates, the application 
of psychology in teaching and learning, and the use of 
instructional technologies. 
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Education Studies 
 
Year Course 

Code 
Title Course 

Category 
No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

1 
AED102 

Educational Psychology I: 
Theories and Applications for 
Learning and Teaching 

Core 3 - 

AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning Core 2 - 

AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education Core 2 - 

2 AED201 The Social Context of Teaching and 
Learning 

Core 2 
- 

3 AED302 Education Psychology II: 
Teaching and Managing Diverse 
Learners in the Classroom 

Core 3 
- 

 
 
Note: The following courses are only meant for Dip Ed crossovers and returning teachers 
entering the BA/BSc (Ed) programmes who need to top up on AU requirements in order to 
meet the minimum number of AUs required for graduation. 
 

 
 Course 

Code 
Title Course 

Category 
No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

 
AED231 

Diversity, Inclusivity and Reflective 
Practice 

Prescribed 3 - 

AED232 Introduction to Counselling 
Psychology 

Prescribed 2 - 

AED233 
Critical Reasoning Skills for Effective 
Teaching 

Prescribed 2 - 

AED234 ICT-based Cognitive Tools  for  
Engaged Learning 

Prescribed 2 - 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ES: Education Studies 

 78 

AED102 Educational Psychology I: Theories and 
Applications for Learning and Teaching  

 

This course provides the foundation for 
understanding the learner, their development and the 
psychology of learning. Key areas include: 
Understanding different aspects of pupil development 
and how these influence the teaching and learning 
processes. Psychosocial development, stages of 
moral development and the self-concept, and 
theories of intellectual development. Application of 
psychological principles and learning theories to 
classroom learning; understanding how pupils learn 
and how some pupils fail to learn; proactive 
approaches to motivate and enhance learning, 
develop creative and critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. 

 
AED104 ICT for Engaged Learning 
 

Information and Communications Technologies (ICT) 
are an important part of classroom environments in 
Singapore today. In line with MOEôs Second 
Masterplan for IT in Education, this course adopts 
four major thrusts: 
a) working in teams to modify or create authentic 

interactive ICT-based learning resources for 
engaging learners 

b) creating and facilitating online collaborative 
learning environments 

c) managing ICT learning environments 
d) professional development by independent self-

learning of innovative technologies 
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AED105 Critical Perspectives on Education 
 
This course takes a multi-disciplinary approach to 
expose student teachers to the broad concerns and 
challenges to contemporary educational thought and 
practices. It introduces key aspects of education to 
students and provides a platform to stimulate critical 
individual reflection and class discussion. Topics may 
include the philosophical foundations of education; 
concepts in education such as teaching, learning, 
moral education, citizenship education, and 
multicultural education; and current educational 
issues and challenges in Singapore, Asia and the 
rest of the world. In the course of exploring topics 
such as these, students will be encouraged to reflect 
on what it takes in terms of skills, knowledge, 
attitudes, and motivation to become a teacher. 
 

AED201 The Social Context of Teaching and Learning 
 
This course provides student teachers with an 
introduction to the Singapore education system that 
they will be working in. They will need to know the 
functions of the school system in socializing citizens 
for economic, political and social roles in the context 
of a multi-ethnic and multicultural society. They will 
have the opportunity to understand the rationale of 
major education policies and new government 
initiatives that impact the work of school leaders, 
teachers, students and other stakeholders in order to 
achieve the Desired Outcomes of Education laid out 
by the Ministry of Education. At the same time, they 
will be made aware of the diverse and multiple roles 
that are played by teachers in the education system. 



ES: Education Studies 

 80 

AED302 Educational Psychology II: Teaching and 
Managing Diverse Learners in the Classroom  

 

Pupils with diverse abilities and needs are 
increasingly found in mainstream schools in 
Singapore. Greater diversity among pupils requires 
pedagogical approaches that are inclusive of the 
learning needs of all and yet responsive to individual 
abilities. This course seeks to help student teachers 
to understand the characteristics and needs of 
diverse learners and how to provide optimal learning 
for all pupils. This course also seeks to help student 
teachers acquire and apply basic knowledge and 
skills in relation to creating conducive learning 
environment, managing and facilitating teaching and 
learning activities, and school/classroom discipline. 
The importance of the practice of proactive 
classroom management and positive teacher-student 
relationship will also be emphasized. 

 
AED231 Diversity, Inclusivity and Reflective Practice  
 

This course situates teachers within the realities of 
their classrooms and the lives of their pupils in 
contemporary Singaporean society where diversity is 
increasingly recognized as the norm. The emphasis 
in the course is on student teachers learning the 
knowledge and skills to build classroom communities 
that are inclusive of and responsive to pupils of 
diverse needs and abilities. Student teachers will 
have the opportunity to become reflective 
practitioners in understanding and engaging with 
their own experiences in working with their pupils for 
the purpose of regenerating themselves and their 
classroom communities. 
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AED232 Introduction to Counselling Psychology  
 

This course is intended to provide a general 
introduction to the field of counselling psychology. An 
overview of the philosophy, history, as well as basic 
theories and principles of counselling process and 
counselling skills will be presented. The role and 
function of the counsellors in the educational settings 
will be discussed. The characteristics of good 
counsellors, conditions for an effective counselling 
relationship and techniques of interviewing used 
especially to problems of educational, vocational, and 
personal counselling will be integrated into the 
course content. Emphasis will also be placed on 
multicultural counselling, career counselling, and 
research in counselling. The course is also designed 
to explore contemporary, legal, ethical and 
professional issues that influence the counselling 
profession, including confidentiality, assessment and 
working with students from diverse background.  

 
AED233 Critical Reasoning Skills for Effective Teaching 
 

The course will equip participants with a broad range 
of critical reasoning skills to develop the thinking and 
analytical abilities of their pupils in schools. Critical 
reasoning is based in part on mastery of basic rules 
of elementary logic, as well as practical reasoning 
skills. These skills are used for the analysis and 
evaluation of situations and arguments, as well as 
the formulation and articulation of good arguments 
and judgments. By learning how to formulate and 
articulate good arguments, participants will acquire 
an appreciation of how these critical thinking skills 
can be used to facilitate multi- and inter-disciplinary 
learning in their teaching. Working in groups, they will 
design innovative lesson plans that would help to 
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stimulate interest in critical thinking and problem 
solving among their pupils. 

 
AED234 ICT- based Cognitive Tools for Engaged Learning 
 

The participants will be introduced to the concepts 
and theories of cognitive tools with their applications 
in international as well as local primary and 
secondary schools. When ICT tools are used as 
cognitive tools, they help to foster studentsô higher 
order thinking through collaborative construction of 
mental representations such as concept maps, 
models, websites or databases. The participants are 
expected to work in pairs or groups on a project 
employing one or two ICT-based cognitive tools. The 
participants are expected to contribute actively to the 
class and group project. The course assessment 
includes oral presentation and write-up of the group 
project as well as class participation. 
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CURRICULUM STUDIES 

 
 
BA(Ed)/BSc(Ed) student teachers will specialise in the 
methodology for teaching at either the primary or secondary 
school level. These are designed to give student teachers the 
pedagogical skills in teaching specific subjects in Singapore 
schools. The choice of Curriculum Studies (CS) subjects 
depend on the track and options to which the student teacher 
has selected. 
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Primary Track 
 

General (Option A) Any 3 CS subjects from 
o Art 
o English 
o Mathematics 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 

For each CS, the number of courses is one more than that 
in Option B. 

General (Option B) ¶ English Language  

¶ Mathematics  

¶ And 1 more CS from the following list:  
o Art 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 

A set of Lower Primary Integrated Courses worth 8 AUs is 
available in this option. 

Chinese specialisation CS1:  Chinese Language 
CS2:  Moral Education (Chinese) 

Malay specialisation CS1:  Malay Language 
CS2:  Moral Education (Malay) 

Physical Education and 
Sports Science (PESS) 
specialisation 

CS1:  PESS 
CS2:  English Language or Mathematics  
CS3:  Any CS subject (if not selected as CS2):  

o Art 
o English 
o Mathematics 
o Music 
o Science 
o Social Studies 

 

Secondary Track 
 

General Student teachers will offer 2 CS subjects which are 
aligned with the choice of Academic Subjects (AS) 
chosen. CS1 will align with AS1 and CS2 will be 
aligned with AS2. For a full list of AS subjects, see 
section on Academic Subjects. 

Chinese specialisation CS1:  Chinese Language 
CS2:  Chinese Literature 

Malay specialisation CS1:  Malay Language 
CS2:  Malay Literature 

Physical Education and 
Sports Science (PESS) 
specialisation 

CS1:  PESS 
CS2:  aligned with AS2 
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The Teaching of Art (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACA201 Artistic Processes I  Core 2 - 

ACA202 The Development of Childrenôs Art and 
its Implications for Teaching 

Core 3 - 

ACA301 Artistic Processes II  Core 2 - 

ACA302 Concepts and Practices in Art 
Education 

Core 3 - 

ACA401 Visual Arts and New Media 
Technologies * ^ 

Core 2 - 

ACA402 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

Core 2 - 

ACA403 Childrenôs Use and Organisation of 
Semiotic Systems ^ 

Core 2 - 

 
* Student teachers reading AS: Art are exempted from Visual Arts and New Media 

Technologies 
^ For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A) strand 

 
 
ACA201 Artistic Processes I 
 

This course introduces student teachers to the 
practices of art appreciation through critical studies 
as well as two-dimensional art activities that will 
increase their own understanding of the practical 
processes appropriate to primary art teaching. The 
course will also show the role that art processes play 
during childhood in fostering and encouraging 
thinking skills and creativity. 

 
 
ACA202 The Development of Childrenôs Art and its 

Implications for Teaching 
 

This course will consist of introductions to classical 
and contemporary theories of children development 
in the visual arts. This course will help student 
teachers understand the various theoretical 
frameworks and how these underpin particular 
approaches to pedagogy and classroom practice. 
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Student teachers will be aware of the values and 
philosophies that underpin the art curriculum in 
primary school. Student teachers will also learn how 
to design art experiences for young children which 
will promote and encourage intellectual and 
emotional development. 

 
 
ACA301 Artistic Processes II 
 

This course introduces student teachers to the 
practices of art appreciation through critical studies 
as well as three-dimensional art activities that will 
increase their own understanding of the practical 
processes appropriate to primary art teaching. The 
course will also show the role that art processes play 
during childhood in fostering and encouraging 
thinking skills and creativity. 

 
 
ACA302 Concepts and Practices in Art Education 
 

The course will look into how the teaching of art has 
evolved over history. Issues that arise from the 
various education philosophies and theories and their 
curriculum implications in art education will be 
discussed. The course will also examine how 
government policies and initiatives in the arts 
influence the teaching of art in local schools. 
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ACA401 Visual Arts and New Media Technologies 
 

This course shows the role of art processes in new 
media applications. It describes recent contemporary 
art approaches as well as practical and pedagogical 
projects that serves as a method for introducing 
student teachers to Art and New Media. 

 
 
ACA402 Visual Arts Education in Museums and Galleries 
 

This course will explore the educational role of 
museums and galleries and its relationship to art 
education. The primary aim is to help student 
teachers conceptualise and develop innovative 
gallery-based resources for different levels of 
schooling. Fieldtrips will be conducted to the various 
local museums and galleries. 

 
 
ACA403 Childrenôs Use and Organisation of Semiotic 

Systems 
 

This course will introduce student teachers to 
childrenôs use and organisation of semiotic systems. 
Student teachers will learn how, in the childôs earliest 
encounters with representational and expressive 
media, he/she realises the key principle of 
representation. This principle has been termed the 
ódual nature' of symbols and signs and derives from 
the work of Vygotsky.  
 
Student teachers will learn that this dual function 
shows up especially clearly for children when they 
engage in art practices. Thus, children learn the 
foundations of representational and symbolic thought 
particularly well in art education. 
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Student teachers will learn how, as the child moves 
from lower to upper primary school, so he/she makes 
his/her entry into the more formal semiotic systems of 
societies and cultures, including those used in his/her 
own society and culture. Pedagogical implications will 
be considered. 
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The Teaching of Chinese Language (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACC201 Teaching of Chinese Language 1  Core 4 - 

ACC202 Teaching of Chinese Language 2  Core 4 - 

ACC301 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 Core 1 - 

ACC302 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 Core 5 - 

ACC401 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 Core 2 - 

ACC402 Teaching of Chinese Language 6 Core 2 - 

 
 
ACC201 Teaching of Chinese Language 1 
 

This course aims to provide student teachers with the 
basic theories and concepts related to language and 
language teaching at primary level, with special 
reference to Chinese. Its objective is to enable 
student teachers to design their own lesson plans 
with confidence, backed by sound theoretic 
knowledge.  

 
 
ACC202 Teaching of Chinese Language 2 
 

This course discusses the aims, objectives and 
contents of existing Chinese Language curriculum.  It 
also provides a systematic, practical, comprehensive 
overview of the different phases and activities 
involved in developing, managing and evaluating a 
sound, rational and effective Chinese Language 
programme. Key stages in the curriculum and 
material development processes are examined. 

 
 
ACC301 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 
 

This course focuses on the teaching of the written 
forms of words (ci), including the Chinese character 
(zi) and hanyu pinyin.  
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ACC302 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 
 

This course aims to equip student teachers with 
techniques in the teaching of different language 
skills. Student teachers will acquire a comprehensive 
understanding of the various teaching methods and 
various practical techniques. 

 
 
ACC401 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 
 

The course aims to develop student teachersô 
teaching competency through a mock classroom 
teaching setting. Student teachers will be asked to 
deliver a CL lesson in a micro teaching room and be 
observed and later receive feedback and suggestions 
from peers and the lecturer. 

 
 
ACC402 Teaching of Chinese Language 6 
 

Student teachers will be introduced to basic concepts 
of Chinese language testing, the procedures of 
language testing, the effective ways of setting various 
types of questions and the cognitive levels involved. 
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The Teaching of Chinese Civics and Moral Education  
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACZ201 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 1  

Core 4 - 

ACZ301 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 2 

Core 2 - 

ACZ401 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 
(Chinese) 3  

Core 3 - 

 
 
ACZ201 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 

(Chinese) 1 
 

The historical background of moral education in 
Singapore schools. An overview of the primary 
school Civics and Moral Education programme. The 
selection of relevant materials for the teaching of 
moral education. The various approaches to the 
teaching of moral education. Hands-on experience 
and the preparation of teaching plans.   

 
 
ACZ301 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 

(Chinese) 2 
 

This course examines the nature of childrenôs 
literature as well as the use of childrenôs literature in 
the teaching of civics and moral education as well as 
the Chinese language. 

 
 
ACZ401 Teaching of Civics and Moral Education 

(Chinese) 3 
 

This course deals with the use of IT in the teaching of 
Civics and Moral Education, as well as the Chinese 
language. 
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The Teaching of English Language (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACE201 Teaching Reading and Writing 1 Core 3 - 

ACE301 Teaching Reading and Writing 2 Core 3 - 

ACE401 Teaching Oral Communication Core 2 - 

ACE402 Teaching the Language Skills in the 
Upper Primary ^ 

Core 2 - 

 
^ For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A).  
 
 Certificate in English Language Studies (CELS) 

 
BA/BSc student teachers doing English Language as a Curriculum Studies (CS) but 
not studying English as an Academic Studies (AS) subject are required by the 
Ministry of Education to do language enhancement courses leading to the Certificate 
in English Language Studies (CELS). Description of CELS is available in page 24. 

 
 
ACE201 Teaching Reading and Writing 1 

 
This course will equip student teachers with the 
knowledge of processes and strategies to teach 
reading and writing at the lower primary level. 
Student teachers will learn how language is learnt at 
home and in school so that they will be able to select 
teaching strategies that are appropriate for 
multilingual classrooms. They will become familiar 
with the learning outcomes of the Primary English 
Language Syllabus, and methods of monitoring and 
assessing pupilsô reading and writing. Student 
teachers will also learn how to use childrenôs texts 
and textbooks as resources for teaching reading and 
writing. 
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ACE301 Teaching Reading and Writing 2 
 
This course will focus on the strategies for teaching 
developing readers and writers at the upper primary 
level. Student teachers will learn strategies for 
teaching the reading and writing of fiction, non-fiction 
and multimodal texts, and learn how to integrate 
grammar teaching within these approaches. They will 
become familiar with the learning outcomes for the 
upper primary level as specified in the English 
Language syllabus. They will also learn methods of 
monitoring and assessing the reading and writing of 
upper primary pupils. 
 

 
ACE401 Teaching Oral Communication  

 
This course will focus on the teaching and 
assessment of childrenôs oral communication skills. 
Student teachers will learn how to teach children to 
express themselves in individual presentations as 
well as to participate as members of a group. Student 
teachers will become familiar with the learning 
outcomes for oral communication specified in the 
English Language Syllabus and learn how to plan 
lessons using a range of resources to teach 
speaking, listening and viewing. 

 
 
ACE402 Teaching the Language Skills in the Upper 

Primary  
 
This course is for student teachers who wish to teach 
English at the upper primary level. They will learn 
how to teach language across the curriculum through 
strategies to teach reading, writing and oral skills for 
inquiry and research. Student teachers will also learn 
how to teach language for literary response and 
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expression in order to encourage childrenôs critical 
and creative thinking. In addition, student teachers 
will learn appropriate and alternative methods of 
assessment. Throughout the course, student 
teachers will be shown how to evaluate and select 
texts out of the complete range of genres and modes 
created for children for use in the upper primary 
multicultural classroom. 
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The Teaching of Malay Language (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACD201 The Teaching of Malay Language 1 (Pri)   Core 5 - 

ACD301 The Teaching of Malay Language 2 (Pri)  Core 5 - 

ACD302 The Teaching of Malay Language 3 (Pri)  Core 3 - 

ACD401 The Teaching of Malay Language 4 (Pri)  Core 3 - 

ACD402 The Teaching of Malay Language 5 (Pri) Core 2 - 

 
 
ACD201 The Teaching of Malay Language 1 (Pri)  
 

This course focuses on the theories, principles and 
approaches in language learning and language 
acquisition. The objectives, content and methods of 
teaching Malay language in the primary school 
curriculum will be dealt with in a holistic manner. 
Special emphasis will be given to the teaching of 
grammar and vocabulary as well as integrating the 
four language skills such as listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

 
 
ACD301 The Teaching of Malay Language 2 (Pri)  
 

The course deals with the concepts and processes of 
listening and speaking skills where the learning and 
teaching of oral and aural skills in Malay language 
classrooms will be given due emphasis. Basic 
knowledge of the reading process and development 
of reading skills and strategies for teaching reading 
and comprehension skills will be an important 
component of the course.  
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ACD302 The Teaching of Malay Language 3 (Pri)  
 

The link between reading and writing and the 
teaching of writing skills are the main focus of this 
course. Understanding of the writing processes and 
methods of teaching, managing and motivating 
students in their writing tasks will form the major part 
of the course.  

 
 
ACD401 The Teaching of Malay Language 4 (Pri)  
 

Language evaluation and testing. The basic concepts 
in testing, the concept of validity and reliability, the 
construction, development and administration of 
Malay language tests. Analysis of test items and 
materials. Use of IT-based materials in Malay 
language tests.  

 
 
ACD402 The Teaching of Malay Language 5 (Pri)  
 

Learning differences among pupils. Learning styles 
and learning support to enhance language learning. 
Intervention techniques and linguistic difficulties 
faced by pupils. 

 



CS: Malay Moral Education (Primary) 

 97 

The Teaching of Malay Moral Education (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACV301 The Teaching of Moral Education 
(Malay) 1 (Pri)  

Core 3 - 

ACV302 The Teaching of Moral Education 
(Malay) 2 (Pri) 

Core 3 - 

ACV401 The Teaching of Moral Education 
(Malay) 3 (Pri) 

Core 3 - 

 
 
ACV301 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 1 

(Pri)  
 

Introduction to an analysis of the various components 
of cross cultural practices existing in our multi-racial 
culture. Religion and how it can contribute to the 
components. The important festivals and their values, 
places of worships, customs and traditions. 

 
 

ACV302 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 2  
   (Pri)  
 

An introduction to the study of moral education. The 
aims of moral education and the presentation of four 
approaches, i.e. cultural transmission approach, 
consideration approach, cognitive developmental 
approach and values clarification approach. The 
Singapore curriculum and its objectives. 

 
 
ACV401 The Teaching of Moral Education (Malay) 3 

(Pri)  
 

An overview of the programme. The aims and 
objectives, the approaches, techniques and 
strategies and preparation of teaching plans. Hands-
on experience in the preparation of specific lessons. 
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The Teaching of Mathematics (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACM201 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics I 

Core 3 - 

ACM301 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics II 

Core 3 - 

ACM401 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics III 

Core 2 - 

ACM402 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
Mathematics IV ^ 

Core 2 - 

 
^  For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A) 

 
 

ACM201 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 
  Mathematics I 
 

Overview of the Singapore Primary Mathematics 
Curriculum; NE infusion; Preparation of Scheme of 
Work and Lesson Plans; Pedagogical Strategies and 
Psychological Theories; Teaching of Whole 
Numbers, Fractions, Decimals, Percentages, Ratio 
and Direct Proportion, Rate and Speed.  [ICT and 
common pupilsô errors will be dealt with in the 
teaching of various topics.] 

 
 
ACM301 The Teaching and Learning of Primary  

Mathematics II 
 

Teaching Problem Solving and Investigations; 
Mathematical Communication; Teaching of 
Geometry, Money and Measures, Mensuration, 
Graphical Representation and Statistics, Algebra.  
[ICT and common pupilsô errors will be dealt with in 
the teaching of various topics.] 
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ACM401 The Teaching and Learning of Primary  
Mathematics III 

 
This course covers two broad areas: (a) Various 
traditional assessment modes in Mathematics and 
the use of these modes in schools to assess pupil 
performance, in particular, the planning and 
construction of test items and (b) Practice of teaching 
skills, including catering for pupils of mixed abilities. 

 
 
ACM402 The Teaching and Learning of Primary 

Mathematics IV 
 

This course provides further pedagogical skills for 
those who will go deeper into teaching mathematics, 
especially at upper primary levels. Topics include: 
Games in Mathematics; Advanced use of ICT in 
mathematics teaching; Challenging Problems in 
Upper Primary Mathematics. Student teachers will 
also undertake Independent Study Topics which will 
enhance their teaching repertoire. 
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The Teaching of Music (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACI201 Music Curriculum I Core 3 - 

ACI301 Music Curriculum II Core 3 - 

ACI401 Music Curriculum III Core 2 - 

ACI402 Music Curriculum IV ^ Core 2 - 

 
^ For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A) strand 

 
ACI201 Music Curriculum I 
 

The application of musicianship skills towards 
analysing and diagnosing appropriate instructional 
goals, objectives, music teaching strategies and 
teaching materials for the primary school in 
Singapore. Foundational musicianship such as music 
and movement, elementary conducting and rehearsal 
techniques, improvisation/composition and voice 
studies is developed and explored in broader 
segments.  

 
 
ACI301 Music Curriculum II 
 

The course examines the music syllabus currently 
taught in Singapore lower primary schools, focusing 
on the rationale, background and philosophy of the 
syllabus together with practical experience of the 
musical material used towards managing and 
developing a general music programme. Pedagogies 
and practices that are suitable for primary 1, 2 and 3 
levels will be explored to help student teachers plan 
and teach a holistic and integrated music curriculum. 
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ACI401 Music Curriculum III 
 

Further examines and evaluates relevant teaching 
materials, methods and practices available for the 
teaching of upper primary music curriculum.  
Continue to explore different aspects of music 
teaching and learning processes to develop an 
understanding of the music of local and global 
cultures, creativity and critical thinking skills, current 
policies and initiatives by the Ministry and their 
impact on music syllabuses.  

 
 
ACI402 Music Curriculum IV 
 

The course focuses on curriculum planning as well 
as the management of musical co-curricular 
activities. It examines the rationale, philosophy, 
objectives, long- and mid-term goals of both 
classroom and non classroom music. 

 
 



CS:  Physical Education (Primary)  

 102 

The Teaching of Physical Education (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

APC101 Principles of Games  Core 2 - 

APC102 Outdoor Residential Camp       Core 1 - 

APC130 Badminton Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC131 Volleyball Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC201 Fitness & Conditioning Core 1 - 

APC230 Soccer Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC231 Netball Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC232 Basketball Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC233 Rugby Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC234 Hockey Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC235 Softball Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC236 Tennis Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC301 Instructional Methods in Physical 
Education 

Core 2 - 

APC331 Curriculum Gymnastics  Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC333 Dance Prescribed 2 See@ 

APC401 Instructional Strategies in Teaching 
of Physical Education 

Core 3 - 

  
@ Student teachers are expected to have some basic skills BEFORE the start of the 

course. Instructors reserve the right to refuse admission to the course if the individual 
is deemed to be lacking in the basic skills.  

 
 
APC101 Principles of Games 
 

This course is designed to introduce student teachers 
to the management strategies and theories 
underpinning the teaching of games. A broad 
spectrum of lead-up games will be presented covering 
four classifications of invasion, net/barrier, 
striking/fielding and target to provide a systematic and 
creative understanding of the transferability of 
principles. Game-sense will be developed through an 
eclectic conceptual development using elements of 
óplay practiceô, sport education, and tactical 
approaches. 
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APC102  Outdoor Residential Camp       
 
This course provides student teachers with the 
essential knowledge, skills and experience in outdoor 
education that will allow them to conduct similar 
outdoor education activities in schools. The course 
employs the experiential learning approach to 
prepare student teachers in areas such as 
programme planning, logistics management, risk 
assessment and safety management, expedition 
planning, execution of activities, facilitation skills, and 
programme evaluation.  Ample emphasis is given to 
making outdoor education a positive learning 
experience. 

 
 
APC130 Badminton  
 

Badminton is a game that volleys a shuttlecock 
across a net with rackets. In this course students will 
be introduced to a variety of methods in which 
beginners could acquire the basic volleying skills in 
badminton (such as the net shots, drop shots and 
drives). The aim of this course is to enable students 
to improve their volleying skills in badminton so that 
they are equipped with adequate badminton skills 
and learning strategies to enable them to teach 
badminton in school. The students will also learn the 
basic rules of the game so that they will be able to 
umpire games in the competitions. 
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APC131 Volleyball  
 

This course is designed to equip student teachers 
with the necessary basic skills and teaching points in 
order to teach volleyball in schools in Singapore. 
Special attention will be paid to acquiring the basic 
skills in volleyball i.e. forearm pass (dig), the face 
pass (volley), the serve (underarm and overhand), 
the spike and the block. Emphasis is placed on 
small-group activity and how to organize and conduct 
small-group activity in the school situation. Ample 
practice, reinforced with sound teaching points, is 
given to the use of the basic skill/skills in small-group 
game situations. Information about the latest rules of 
the game and referee hand signals will also be 
incorporated into the course.  
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APC201 Fitness and Conditioning 
 

This course is designed to help student teachers 
understand the theoretical and practical 
considerations regarding physical fitness and its 
development. Equal emphasis will be given to health 
related as well as performance related components of 
physical fitness. Various methods of training and 
testing for the components of physical fitness will be 
dealt with in practicals planning and writing training 
plans will be the concluding part of this course. 

 
 
APC230 Soccer 
 

This course is designed to impart basic soccer skills 
and knowledge to student teachers for the purpose of 
teaching children in a school setting. The emphasis 
of the course is on providing ample opportunities to 
play the game as well as to gain better knowledge on 
how to teach students. 

 
 
APC231 Netball 
 

The course is designed to impart basic netball skills 
and knowledge to student teachers for the purpose of 
teaching children in a school setting. The course will 
teach the basic skills of footwork, ball skills, goal 
shooting, and attacking/defending, as well as the 
application of these skills and game concepts/tactics 
in game play. 
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APC232 Basketball  
 

A variety of practical applications including: 1) 
individual on-ball and off-ball skill development, 2) 
team/game situations and 3) delivery of a basketball 
class using action-station and team-teaching 
methods are used to improve skills and knowledge in 
basketball. Students will be able to assimilate that 
knowledge (apply it into the Physical Education 
pedagogy context) in a fun learning-oriented 
environment.  

 
 
APC233 Rugby  
 

The form of Sport Education incorporating Games 
Concept Approach, Inquiry Based Learning, 
Hellisonôs Levels of Responsibility, Situated Learning, 
Problem Solving and Decision Making, Independent 
and Self Paced Learning will be explored. 
Instructional characteristics will include: Festive 
atmosphere, Record keeping/accountability/statistical 
analysis/match reports, Consistent team with draft, 
Formal scheduled competition, Sport Education 
Roles, Modified Games. It is intended to combine 
Sport Education and Games Concept Approach as 
both programs provide a focus of student 
centeredness, and the development of games play 
through the early immersion of students into modified 
games situations. The focus is not on traditional 
development of sports skills rather on wider learning 
outcomes. 
 
Student teachers will have the opportunity to 
complete the International Rugby Union (IRB) Level 
1, The Australia Rugby Union SMART Program and 
gain recognition by the Singapore Sports Council as 
registered coaches. 
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APC234 Hockey 
 

The game of Hockey, while inherently exciting, is 
usually poorly taught in schools and is consequently 
labeled a ódangerousô game. The course aims to 
provide Physical Education teachers with the 
necessary skills and knowledge to present the game 
in a safe yet enjoyable manner to their students. 

 
 
APC235 Softball 
 

This course is designed to impart basic softball skills 
and knowledge to student teachers for the purpose of 
teaching children in a school setting. The emphasis 
of the course is on providing ample opportunities to 
play the game as well as to learn how to demonstrate 
basic skills. 

 
 
APC236 Tennis 
 

This course is designed to assist student teachers 
develop their basic tennis skills to a level of efficiency 
which will enable them to introduce and teach the 
games to beginners in schools. 

 
 
APC301 Instructional Methods in Physical Education  
 

This course covers the foundation skills of planning, 
teaching and evaluating physical education including: 
content selection and development; organization; 
instructional strategies; time on task, and student 
management systems; observation of student 
performance; and feedback provision. Course format 
will include lectures, discussions, practical 
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experiences, group work, and microteaching in a 
neighbourhood school. 

 
 
APC331 Curriculum Gymnastics  
 

This course will introduce the curriculum gymnastics 
to participants by means of thematic movement 
concepts based largely on floor activities and 
incorporating small and large apparati. The aims of 
curriculum gymnastics will be espoused. The basic 
vocabulary of movement will be enhanced with 
emphasis on the cognitive and affective development 
through the appropriate use of pedagogical styles. In 
addition, basic floor, kipping and vaulting skills will be 
taught with a focus on a mechanical understanding of 
the techniques involved as well as developing 
appropriate progression and competent spotting and 
an understanding of the biomechanical principles 
involved. Advances in video and computer 
technology will be introduced to student teachers to 
enhance their ability to analyse movement 
qualitatively. Participants will enhance self-
confidence to teach gymnastics in a safe and fun 
way. 

 
 
APC333 Dance  
 

Teaching methods and resource for the planning and 
instruction of folk and line dances in the primary and 
secondary school curriculum. Student teachers will 
learn dances from different cultures reflecting a 
variety of styles and techniques. In addition, student 
teachers are introduced to the methods of leading 
creative dance experiences for children. The 
teaching methods used enable the design of lessons 
appropriate for a wide range of ages, interests and 
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developmental stages. It also aims to give student 
teachers a chance to discover the creative juice in 
them and draw on the elements of dance to create 
their own dances.  

 
 
APC401 Instructional Strategies in Teaching of Physical 

Education  
 

This course, second in a series, builds on foundation 
pedagogical knowledge and skills appropriate for 
school students. It develops competence in a variety 
of teaching methods including inquiry, problem 
solving, group work and peer-teaching. Emphasis is 
placed on Mosstonôs teaching styles as well as 
concept approach to the teaching of games. The 
focus is on planning, teaching and evaluating 
situationally relevant lessons. Student teachers will 
be encouraged to refine their own teaching through 
systematic observation and analytic reflection. 
Course content will be presented through lectures, 
seminars, practical workshops, peer- and micro-
teaching assignments in a neighbourhood school. 
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The Teaching of Science (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACS201 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Primary 
Science  

Core 3 - 

ACS301 Assessment Modes and Resource 
Management in Primary Science 

Core 3 - 

ACS401 Innovations in Design and Practices for 
Primary Science 

Core 2 - 

ACS402 Current Trends, Issues and Challenges 
in Primary Science ^ 

Core 2 - 

 
^ For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A). 

 
 
ACS201 Curriculum and Pedagogy for Primary Science 

 
The nature of Science and scientific inquiry for young 
children will be the central guiding principles for 
learning in this course. Beginning teachers will gain 
an overview of the goals/objectives of the Primary 
Science curriculum from the analyses of syllabuses, 
textbooks, and other curricular materials with respect 
to present educational initiatives in Singapore. 
Drawing on contemporary learning theories and 
research findings, various methods and strategies in 
Primary Science will be taught through lectures and 
practical work.  

 
 
ACS301 Assessment Modes and Resource Management 

in Primary Science 
 

The course examines the underlying concepts and 
rationales in Primary Science assessment. 
Formal/non-formal methods of assessment as well as 
the construction and analyses of tests and practical 
work will be taught. Learners will also know how to 
use ICT, learning aids and other resources for 
effective Primary Science teaching and learning. 
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ACS401 Innovations in Design and Practices for Primary 
Science 

 
Beginning teachers will critically reflect on their own 
planning, instruction and assessment practices from 
previous courses and during their teaching 
practicum. In particular, this course will introduce 
learners to childrenôs ideas in Science, strategies for 
conceptual change, and designing investigative 
Science projects.  

 
 
ACS402 Current Trends, Issues and Challenges in 

Primary Science 
 

This course will focus in greater depth on current 
trends, issues and challenges in Primary Science. An 
attempt will be made to balance both international 
and local trends, issues and challenges. The 
emphasis in this course will be on the roles of a 
teacher as an action researcher and as a life-long 
learner. Discussion will focus on trends, issues and 
challenges involving innovations in practices on 
curriculum, instruction and assessment. 
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The Teaching of Social Studies (Primary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisite 

ACL201 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom I 

Core 3 - 

ACL301 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 
Classroom II 

Core 3 - 

ACL401 Managing Diversity in the Social 
Studies Classroom 

Core 2 - 

ACL402 Teaching Social Studies to Upper 
Primary Level School Children ^ 

Core 2 - 

 
^ For student teachers opting for Primary (Option A) strand 

 
 
ACL201 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 

Classroom I 
 

This course aims to develop within student teachers 
an understanding of the nature, scope and goals of 
Social Studies in the context of the Singapore 
primary curriculum. It seeks to equip them with a 
variety of classroom-based teaching strategies that 
are relevant to the Singapore Primary Social Studies 
syllabus. The historical, geographical and economic 
concepts and skills in the syllabus will be examined 
and effective teaching strategies for Social Studies 
will be explored. 
 

 
ACL301 Teaching Social Studies in the Primary 

Classroom II 
 

This course aims to provide student teachers with 
further strategies for teaching the Singapore Primary 
Social Studies syllabus. There will be reinforcement 
of understanding and skills in planning effective units 
of instruction incorporating the use of inquiry and 
other pupil-centred strategies, explorations of the use 
of effective co-operative groupwork and the use of IT 
in enhancing learning in the classroom. The 
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principles and practice of organizing and conducting 
fieldwork will also be covered. 

 
 
ACL401 Managing Diversity in the Social Studies 

Classroom 
 

This course aims to provide student teachers with the 
knowledge and skills to use an inter-disciplinary 
approach to teaching Social Studies. The course will 
also provide them with the knowledge and skills to 
cater to diversity in the primary classroom. 

 
 
ACL402 Teaching Social Studies to Upper Primary Level 

School Children 
 

This course will equip student teachers with more 
advanced strategies to teach Social Studies at the 
upper primary levels. More opportunities are given to 
explore in greater depth, complex task design, 
advanced co-operative learning strategies and the 
use and development of inquiry and IT-related 
research skills. 
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The Teaching of Art (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACA321 The Development of Adolescent Art & 
Its Implications for Teaching 

Core 3 - 

ACA322 Concepts and Practices in Art 
Education 

Core 3 - 

ACA421 Creativity, Thinking Skills and the 
Visual Arts 

Core 3 - 

ACA422 Visual Arts Education in Museums and 
Galleries 

Core 3 - 

 
 
ACA321 The Development of Adolescent Art & its 

Implications for Teaching  
 

This course will consist of introductions to classical 
and contemporary theories of adolescent 
development and their implication in the visual arts 
education. This course will help student teachers 
understand the various theoretical frameworks and 
how these underpin particular approaches to 
pedagogy and classroom practice. Student teachers 
will be aware of the values and philosophies that 
underpin the art curriculum in secondary school. 
Student teachers will also learn how to design art 
experiences for adolescents which will promote and 
encourage intellectual and emotional development. 

 
 
ACA322 Concepts and Practices in Art Education  
 

The course will look into how the teaching of art has 
evolved over history. Issues that arise from the 
various education philosophies and theories and their 
curriculum implications in art education will be 
discussed. The course will also examine how 
government policies and initiatives in the arts 
influence the teaching of art in local schools.  
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ACA421 Creativity, Thinking Skills and the Visual Arts  
 

This course explores the role art processes play 
during adolescence in fostering and encouraging the 
growth of thinking skills and creativity. This course 
examines recent research which shows that within 
adolescentsô exploration of art media, adolescents 
form, in addition to aesthetic understandings, 
logicomathematical thinking and problem solving 
skills. Given the opportunities and appropriate 
teaching, adolescentôs art serves as a template for 
many later kinds of creative thinking. 

 
 
ACA422 Visual Arts Education in Museums and Galleries  
 

This course will explore the educational role of 
museums and galleries and its relationship to art 
education. The primary aim is to help student 
teachers conceptualise and develop innovative 
gallery-based resources for different levels of 
schooling. Fieldtrips will be conducted to the various 
local museums and galleries. 
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Teaching of Biology (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACB321 Teaching of Biology I Core 3 - 

ACB322 Teaching of Biology II Core 3 - 

ACB421 Teaching of Biology III Core 3 - 

ACB422 Teaching of Biology IV Core 3 - 

 
 
ACB321 Teaching of Biology I  
 

The course consists of three parts: 
 

Part 1: discusses some issues of the nature and 
philosophy of science, and the use of history for 
teaching biology. It also introduces student teachers 
to biologists belonging to the minority groups. 
Part 2: discusses alternative conceptions, difficulties 
and problems in various biology topics, and the use 
of concept maps for teaching biology. 
Part 3: covers the various learning theories, styles 
and approaches, multiple intelligences theory, and 
the use of analogies and word juxtapoz for teaching 
biology. 

 
 
ACB322 Teaching of Biology II  
 

This course examines the Biological Sciences 
curriculum in Singapore Schools and how to plan 
lessons for pupils of different ability ranges and levels 
in secondary schools. A variety of teaching/learning 
strategies, are thinking/study skills and co-operative 
learning strategies are discussed. The management 
and control of pupil behaviour, safety practices in 
science, IT, its applications and resources for Biology 
teaching from the Internet, are explored. 
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ACB421 Teaching of Biology III  
 

This course focuses on issues on the what and why of 
testing in science. Test construction, marking of 
examination scripts, and its implications for teachers 
and teaching styles are addressed. Alternative 
assessments of  practical skills, the setting of tasks for  
Science Practical Assessment, crafting rubrics for 
teachersô practical assessment and marking of 
practical work are also considered. The role of 
resource centres for field trips, planning and 
conducting field trips are also featured.  

 
 
ACB422 Teaching of Biology IV  
 

This course focuses on current trends, issues, and 
challenges in biological education. It will include 
problems, practices and innovations in curriculum, 
instruction and assessment. The course will provide 
students with an understanding of relevant issues to 
help them become more reflective practitioners. 
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The Teaching of Chemistry (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACY321 The Teaching of Chemistry I Core 3 - 

ACY322 The Teaching of Chemistry II Core 3 - 

ACY421 The Teaching of Chemistry III Core 3 - 

ACY422 The Teaching of Chemistry IV Core 3 - 

 
 
ACY321 The Teaching of Chemistry I  
 

Basic issues, concepts and principles in chemical 
education. Psychological principles crucial to the 
teaching and learning of chemistry. Issues related to 
the organisation and implementation of the 
science/chemistry curriculum. The integration of IT 
into the chemistry curriculum. The planning and 
teaching strategies, and resources crucial for the 
effective teaching of chemistry that includes unit and 
lesson planning, the inquiry approach, constructivist 
approach, problem-solving, expository teaching and 
demonstrations. 

 
 
ACY322 The Teaching of Chemistry II  
 

Purposes of evaluation, tables of specifications, test 
construction, administration, marking, and analysis; 
interpretation of test scores. Alternative assessment 
modes such as open-book tests, take-home 
examinations, concept mapping, assessment of 
attitudes and values, and project work will be 
considered. The management, assessment and 
moderation of SPA (school-based practical 
assessment). The management of the chemistry 
laboratory and laboratory safety. 
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ACY421 The Teaching of Chemistry III  
 

Micro-teaching provides opportunities to identify and 
practise basic teaching skills such as opening and 
closing a lesson, explaining concepts, questioning 
and responding to pupils. Student teachers practise 
the relevant skills through mini-presentations on 
selected chemistry topics at the secondary level. The 
presentations are reviewed and critiqued by peers 
and the tutor. 

 
 
ACY422 The Teaching of Chemistry IV   
 

This course will focus in greater depth on current 
trends, issues and challenges in chemical education. 
An attempt will be made to balance both international 
and local trends, issues and challenges. There will 
also be laboratory work on the use of dataloggers in 
teaching, practical work and inquiry science. 
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The Teaching of Chinese Language (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACC221 Teaching of Chinese Language 1 Core 4 - 

ACC222 Chinese Language Curriculum Design Core 3 - 

ACC321 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 Core 4 - 

ACC421 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 Core 2 - 

ACC422 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 Core 2 - 

 
 
ACC221 Teaching of Chinese Language 1 

 
This course aims to provide student teachers with 
basic theories and concepts of language and 
language teaching at secondary level, with special 
reference to Chinese. Its objective is to enable 
student teachers to design their own lesson plans 
with confidence, backed by sound theoretic 
knowledge. 

 
 
ACC222 Chinese Language Curriculum Design 
 

This course discusses the aims, objectives and 
contents of existing Chinese Language curriculum. It 
also provides an overview of different phases and 
activities involved in developing, managing, and 
evaluating a sound, rational, and effective Chinese 
language programme. Key stages in the curriculum 
and material development process are examined.  

 
 

ACC321 Teaching of Chinese Language 3 
 
This course aims to equip student teachers with 
techniques in the teaching of different language 
skills. Student teachers will acquire a comprehensive 
understanding of the various teaching methods and 
various practical techniques. 
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ACC421 Teaching of Chinese Language 4 
 
This course aims to develop student teachersô 
teaching competency through a mock classroom 
teaching setting. Student teachers will be asked to 
deliver a CL lesson in a micro teaching room and be 
observed and will later receive feedback and 
suggestions from peers and the lecturer. 

 
 
ACC422 Teaching of Chinese Language 5 
 

Student teachers will be introduced to basic concepts 
of Chinese language testing, the procedures of 
language testing, the effective ways of setting various 
types of questions and the cognitive levels involved. 
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The Teaching of Chinese Literature (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACJ221 Teaching of Chinese Literature 1 Core 2 - 

ACJ222 Teaching of Chinese Literature 2 Core 5 - 

ACJ321 Teaching of Chinese Literature 3: IT and 
Project Work 

Core 2 - 

 
 
ACJ221 Teaching of Chinese Literature 1 
 

The course introduces student teachers to the 
Chinese literature syllabus for Singapore secondary 
schools. The course will also introduce various 
literary theories and discuss their implications in the 
teaching of Chinese literature. Student teachers will 
also be equipped with basic knowledge about major 
elements of Chinese literature, as well as the aims 
and objectives of teaching of Chinese literature. The 
objective is to equip student teachers with the 
knowledge and skills in the teaching of Chinese 
literature. 

 
 
ACJ222 Teaching of Chinese Literature 2  
 

The course deals with the formal, stylistic and 
thematic features of various literary genres and the 
skills of teaching of different literary Chinese genres, 
both classical and modern. It also deals with the 
infusing of thinking skills in the teaching of Chinese 
literature. 
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ACJ321 Teaching of Chinese Literature 3: IT and Project 
Work 

 
This course provides the fundamental principles and 
knowledge on the use of IT in the studying and 
teaching of Chinese Language and Literature. It 
equips student teachers with basic skills and 
approaches in searching, selecting and integrating of 
digital resources in the teaching of Chinese language 
and literature. It also introduces to student teachers 
the aims and objectives as well as fundamental 
concepts and strategies in supervising group projects 
in secondary school. 
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The Teaching of Drama (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACU321 Elements of Drama Core 3 - 

ACU322 Drama and Theatre in Education Core 3 - 

ACU421 Theatre for Young People Core 3 - 

ACU422 Process Drama Core 3 - 

 
 
ACU321 Elements of Drama  

 
This course introduces student teachers to the key 
features of dramatic forms. Theory is combined with 
practice in this interactive and developmental 
approach to drama. Student teachers will experience 
and come to understand the processes intrinsic to 
understanding and creating dramatic works. 
 
 

ACU322 Drama and Theatre in Education  
 
This course introduces key concepts and 
developments in the practice of drama as pedagogy. 
In varying contexts drama has been used for: artistic 
communication, personal development, meaning-
making and empowerment. Student teachers will 
come to understand a range of philosophical 
viewpoints relating to the educative purpose and 
power of drama and how they are realized in 
practice.  
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ACU421 Theatre for Young People (TYP)  
 
This is a practical course in Young Peopleôs Theatre. 
Topics will include Childrenôs Theatre, Youth Theatre 
and Theatre for Youth. The course examines current 
issues in the philosophy and practice of TYP. Student 
teachers will work through a playbuilding process to 
devise material suitable for the Singapore school 
context. 

 
 

ACU422 Process Drama  
 
This course employs drama as an investigative or 
problem-solving method. Student teachers will 
develop understanding of the particular structural 
requirements of process dramas and the learning 
opportunities they afford. Process drama enhances 
learning in the cognitive, aesthetic and affective 
domains.  
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The Teaching of English Language (Secondary)   
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACE321 Teaching of English at the Secondary 
Level: Oral Communication 

Core 3 - 

ACE322 Teaching of English at the Secondary 
Level: Reading 

Core 3 - 

ACE421 Teaching Grammar at the Secondary 
Level 

Core 3 - 

ACE422 Teaching of English at the Secondary 
Level: Writing 

Core 3 - 

 
 

ACE321 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: Oral 
Communication 
 
This course begins the process by which student 
teachers learn to teach the English language at the 
secondary level. It develops foundational knowledge 
and skills to teach oral communication (listening and 
speaking) at this level. The course encourages the 
exploration, critique and adaptation of teaching 
approaches, strategies and resources to meet pupilsô 
oral communication needs. 

 
 
ACE322 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 

Reading 
 

This course provides the strategies and approaches 
to the teaching of reading in secondary school 
classrooms. It also provides an understanding of the 
critical place that reading plays in a language 
classroom through reflective practice to develop 
reading literacy in adolescents. Through process-
oriented, collaborative work, student teachers will 
receive practice in designing reading-focus lessons 
for secondary school classrooms. On-going 
pedagogical practice and reflection on the critical 
implementation issues about the teaching of reading 
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will foster cognizance to meet the challenges of 
different learner abilities in local classrooms. 

 
 
ACE421 Teaching Grammar at the Secondary Level 
 

This course will enable English Language student 
teachers to develop expertise in teaching grammar at 
the secondary level. Student teachers will learn how 
to identify grammar in syllabus text types and current 
textbooks and design appropriate teaching activities 
within the wider context of teaching the other 
language skills within a progressive, spiralled 
syllabus. The course engages student teachers 
through presentations and demonstrations of 
grammar-teaching strategies, and encourages their 
development, critique and adaptation of grammar-
teaching tasks and resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CS: English Language (Secondary) 

 128 

ACE422 Teaching of English at the Secondary Level: 
Writing 

 
This course focuses on teaching writing at the 
secondary level. It adopts an integrated approach to 
equip student teachers with a range of strategies for 
teaching and assessing writing supported by an 
understanding of theory which allows for the 
application of skills and techniques in the secondary 
classroom. It is designed to enable student teachers 
to integrate writing with the other language skills of 
listening/speaking, reading, grammar and vocabulary 
across the curriculum. It encourages exploration, 
critique and adaptation of teaching resources and 
strategies directed by current national initiatives and 
trends in language teaching with the aim of 
developing classroom practitioners who are self-
reflective, informed, conscious and confident of 
themselves as writers first, and second, as teachers 
of writing. 
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The Teaching of English Literature (Secondary) 
 

Course 
Code 

Title Course 
Category 

No. of 
AUs 

Pre-
requisites 

ACR321 Teaching Prose Core 3 - 

ACR322 Teaching Poetry Core 3 - 

ACR421 Teaching Drama Core 3 - 

ACR422 Literature Assessment Core 3 - 

 
 
ACR321 Teaching Prose  
 

This course starts by giving a broad overview of the 
principles, aims and objectives, and general 
methodology of teaching Literature as a subject. It 
considers the assumptions underlying different 
approaches to Literature teaching, as well as 
examines the local Literature curriculum. Issues such 
as text selection, canon-formation and problems of 
representation will also be considered. The course 
will then consider the various approaches and 
techniques for teaching prose fiction like the short 
story and the novel. It covers the selection of 
appropriate material as well as teaching strategies for 
the different elements of narrative and style. It will 
pay attention to the links between reading and writing 
while considering teaching prose for literary 
development, cultural literacy, and creative and 
critical thinking.  

 
 
ACR322 Teaching Poetry  
 

This course introduces approaches and techniques 
for teaching poetry. It covers the selection of 
appropriate material and teaching ideas for the 
different elements of poetry. It will also pay attention 
to the links between reading and writing about poetry 
while considering the teaching of poetry for literary 
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development, cultural literacy, and creative and 
critical thinking. 
 
 

ACR421 Teaching Drama  
 

This course introduces approaches and techniques 
for teaching drama. It covers the selection of 
appropriate material as well as teaching strategies for 
the different elements of drama. It also pays attention 
to the links between reading, performance and 
writing, while considering the teaching of drama for 
literary development, cultural literacy, and creative 
and critical thinking. 

 
 

ACR422 Literature Assessment 
 

This course considers the principles of assessment 
and the various ways of assessing Literatureð
through traditional pen-and-paper assessment, 
extended writing, project work, and portfolio-keeping. 
Student teachers will have the opportunity to practice 
marking Literature essays as well as to set and 
critique different questions, tests and exam papers. 

 
 




