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A Message From The Editor

READER’S CONTRIBUTION
If you know of anyone who has displayed attributes of 
“Learning Differently, Leading Change”, do send us their story to 
niegpl@nie.edu.sg.  We will be in touch with you very soon! 
However, the editorial team reserves the right to edit and publish 
the article.

Welcome to another issue of our GPL newsletter, as we 
continue to keep you updated on our latest news. 

Firstly, we would like to give our heartfelt congratulations 
to our inaugural batch of Master of Arts in Professional 
Education (Training and Development) graduates. It is 
another milestone for us as we continue to provide relevant 
lifelong learning opportunities to benefit professionals from 
the various industries and sectors. We wish the graduates 
the best of luck and all the best for their future endeavours. 

What’s more, during the Postgraduate Fair 2018 in May, 
we invited four students and alumni from our different 
programmes to share their experience in NIE. Missed the 
opportunity to get on this tantalising ‘scoop’? Fear not, we 
had you covered with their interviews in this issue. 

Are you looking for opportunities to enhance your personal 
and professional competence, beyond just personal 
enrichment and on-the-job training? Still searching for that 
ideal professional development course, with deep learning 
within flexible timeframe to fit into your busy schedule? 
Here’s your chance! We hereby introduce our Professional 
Learning and Continuing Education (PLaCE), which 
encourages quality learning by providing opportunities for 
professionals to engage deeply with ideas utilising 
different modalities and learning experience. 

We hope you will enjoy the current content 
that we have lined up just for you and do 
keep in touch with us for upcoming events!
  
CHIEF EDITOR 
Assoc Prof Shirley Lim

Associate Dean
Research Grants Management
Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL)

►	Application periods for 
 Higher Degree Programmes 

August 2019 Intake

 1 Oct 2018 – 31 Jan 2019 
PhD and Masters by Research  

 12 Nov 2018 – 11 Jan 2019 
Masters by Coursework 

www.nie.edu.sg/aug2019 

►	Conferences

 12 – 14 Nov 2018 
ERAS-APERA Conference
Venue: National Institute of Education and  
 Nanyang Technological University
https://2018ae.eras.org.sg

 30 Nov – 2 Dec 2018 
6th International School Chinese Language 
Education Conference and Workshop (6-ISCLE)
Venue: CIS Lakeside campus
https://www.cis.edu.sg/events/chinese-conference

 23 – 26 Nov 2018 
World Association of Lesson Studies (WALS) 
International Conference
Venue: Beijing Normal University, China
http://www.wals2018.com

 26 Jan 2019 
HeadHunt Postgrad Masterclass 2019
Venue: Raffles City Convention Centre

 11 May 2019 
NIE Postgraduate and Continuing Education 
(PG&CE)	Fair	2019:	Learning	Differently,	
Leading Change
Venue: Suntec Singapore Convention & 
 Exhibition Centre, Level 3 Summit 2 
Time: 10am - 4pm
www.nie.edu.sg/postgradfair

Follow NIEGPL 
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In this entry of our “Getting-To-Know” series, we had a conversation with Prof Wang to learn about 
his research specialisation and what he has learned from his students’ researches.

►	In which area of research do you specialise? 
How does it impact your work at NIE? 

My research has been primarily on advancing 
the use of achievement goals and self-
determination theories in an educational 
setting.  I seek to integrate different 
theoretical frameworks within psychology to 
enhance the prediction of human motivation.  
I am also a chartered psychologist who 

specialises in mental skills training in sport.  

There is a close link between my research, teaching 
and practice, so I am able to translate my research 

into teaching, administration, and supervision in NIE.

►	How did your interest in the research area come about?  
I have taught in a secondary school for a few years; and have worked in the Ministry of Education 
as an educational counselor for primary school students with learning difficulties.  In doing so, I 
realised that motivation is a very powerful driving force.  Our beliefs and drive can determine our 
destiny, perhaps more so than the abilities we were born with.  That is why I embarked on this 
lifelong journey in researching this area.

►	What are some interesting facets of your research area?
The fundamentals of optimising human potential and growth lie in satisfying the three innate 
psychological needs: Competence, Autonomy, and Relatedness (CAR).  It sounds simple, and yet 
there are so many factors (both internal and external) that could impair or enhance the way humans 
thrive.

►	Why is NIE a good place for 
you to do your work?
NIE provides me with an environment that 
satisfies my three needs, CAR. 

►	What does NIE offer to higher degree students 
that is unique? 
NIE faculty members are mostly educators at heart, yet they are equally good in conducting world-
class research.  They are always willing to go the extra mile to help their students.

►	What have you learned from your students? 
Almost all my PhD students are doing research in creating new frontiers, rather than following my 
research.  In this way, I learn from my students even while I supervise them.

►	What advice would you give to those who would like to pursue a higher degree 
programme? 
Choose an area of research that is close to your heart.  Getting a PhD is about obtaining a key to 
unlock the door of research in your area of interest.  Thereafter, it will be a long, exciting but yet 
fruitful journey.

For more information about Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at NIE, 
please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/phd

MOTIVATION: 
THE DRIVING FORCE TO SUCCESS 
with Prof John Wang, Dean in the Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning 
and a Professor with the Physical Education & Sports Science (PESS) Academic Group 
at NIE.  He is also the leader of Motivation in Educational Research Lab (MERL).
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Next up, we have our PhD graduate, Dr Wan Rizal, to share about what inspires him to pursue a 
higher degree programme and how he benefit from it.

►	 Please share with us your 
professional life’s journey thus far 
and at which point in your career 
did you aspire to do a higher degree 
programme? 
I am currently a Senior Lecturer at Republic 
Polytechnic. Prior to the higher degree (HD) 
programme, I was a Physical Education teacher 
at Hougang Primary School. Being passionate 
in my subject area, I wanted to further explore 
the Dynamical Systems Theory which relates 
closely to the key concepts of skill acquisition.

►	We understand that you are heavily involved in community work.  Could you 
share with us the roles that you currently hold and how did such involvement 
come about?  
I am currently involved as a board member at my neighbourhood mosque, I am also a member of 
the Board of Governors for Home Team NS and I sit in a special committee at Mendaki that looks 
into tertiary students’ education and funding.

Collectively, all the roles I currently hold reflect my belief in giving back to the community. My 
involvement began in 2010 when I was appointed as Chairman of a mosque building committee. 
Through that role, I became immersed in community work, working not only with the Muslim 
community but the community at large. I found it very fulfilling and it certainly gave me a balance 
when I pursued the HD programme full-time. The experience gained since then has certainly 
given me a myriad of perspectives that has enriched the way I approach things in life.

►	 What attracted you to your chosen programme at 
NIE?
Being trained at NIE for both my diploma and degree, I was 
certain that the education and experience I would receive at 
NIE would be both relevant and current especially in the 
context of the Singapore curriculum. Additionally, I was 
drawn to the prospect of working with my PhD supervisor, 
Assoc Prof Chow Jia Yi. I felt that the subject area that 
he was researching on was meaningful and relevant to 
my interest in PE and Sports. Critically, I also felt that he 
was the best person to get the best out of me and he 
understood my commitments as a father – I was right!

►	Could you share with us more on the research 
that you did? Did the research yield the desired 
outcome that you hoped for?
Briefly, my research focused on understanding how a learner 
achieves mastery in a certain skill. Unfortunately, many of the 
theories that underpin Skill Acquisition are not applicable to practical 
settings. Additionally, many of the assessments currently available are focused 
on performance. My work looks into the inherent nature and behaviour that reflect a person’s 
decision-making skills and ability to recover from perturbations. I find these attributes more 
meaningful and describe a learner beyond performance scores.

►	How would you describe your interactions with NIE’s faculty members? 
I had an excellent relationship with the faculty members as well as with my supervisor. They were 
always open to me sharing ideas and thoughts with them and sometimes our discussions went 
beyond the topic of work. We talked about family and the trials faced by a PhD student amongst other 
things and this reflected the warmth, strong morale as well as professional support that they provided.

►	Has the programme been beneficial to you in bringing forth changes in your 
organisation or in your community work? 
Certainly, through this programme, I have enhanced my approach to problem solving and dealing 
with issues. I am more sensitive, analytical and critical to the information I receive and more 
thoughtful and measured in my responses. Collectively, I believe these are inherent traits that one 
could possibly acquire as a result of doing a PhD and balancing other commitments.

For more information about Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at NIE, 
please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/phd

PASSION DEDICATED TO LEARNING  
with Dr Wan Rizal, currently working as a Senior Lecturer at Republic Polytechnic and is 
a PhD graduate in physical education and sports science.

Prof Paul Teng presenting an award to Dr Wan Rizal.

Getting-to-Know-Series

“At NIE, I was empowered to 
research deeply within my 

subject area and had strong 
support from my supervisor, 

faculty and fellow PhD 
students. Additionally, the 
opportunity to do it locally 

means that my family is 
close to me too.”
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We had a conversation with Mr Tan Xian Jing to find out what influenced him to pursue his higher 
degree in NIE and the memorable experience he had in the campus.

►	 At what point in your career did you consider pursuing a higher degree 
education?     
I considered pursuing a higher degree education in my fifth year of teaching service. I wanted to see 
if my experiences as a teacher would allow me to gain new perspectives on History as a discipline. 
I felt there was a need to gain new insights on issues and events that would allow me to take on 
greater responsibility as a history educator. 

►	Describe the factors that led you to choose NIE. 
I wanted to pursue my studies locally due to family commitments. I chose NIE as it was the place that 
would allow me to investigate the complexities behind integrating History, the discipline, into the subject 
History in school. My interest in the humanities and my love for my work as an educator led me to NIE.

►	Which aspect of the programme and courses do you like the most?
I enjoyed the interdisciplinary exposure from the programme. As a History/Social Studies teacher, I 
am glad that I get to pursue courses related to both disciplines. In addition, I had the opportunity to 

SCALING THE HEIGHT IN 
EDUCATION 
with Mr Tan Xian Jing, currently working as a History/Social Studies teacher and is a 
Master of Arts (Humanities Education) graduate.

pursue a Geography course that allowed me to gain new perspectives 
that are critical in understanding the needs and concerns of my 
Geography colleagues in the Humanities Department.

►	Share with us a memorable experience you had during 
your time at NIE. 
I had National Service commitments in my first semester and I was 
taking five courses as a full-time student. I was worried about how I 
could cope with the intensity of the programme, especially after six 
years being away from the rigours of academia. I approached my then 
programme leader, Dr Wu Bing Sheng and he was able to provide 
me with sound advice on the options 
available to me. Eventually, I was able 
to obtain a deferment from National 
Service thanks to the efforts of Dr Wu, 
who explained to my superiors on the 
demands of courses and the disruption 
of missing classes. That put my mind at 
ease and I was able to acclimatise to 
life as a graduate student. 

►	Describe your relationship with the NIE faculty members.
The NIE faculty members were really encouraging and were always on 
hand to help if I had any trouble with the assignments. They were open 
to new ideas and always enjoyed a robust debate. In addition, many of 
the faculty members were genuinely concerned about us, as they would 
always consider the timetable in school when deciding the assignment 
submission deadlines, knowing that many of us were part-time students. 
I was fortunate enough to pursue my studies full-time but even so, they 
would ask if I am comfortable with taking on five courses in a semester 
and would always be most accommodating to the requests of students. 

►	Will you recommend NIE’s programmes to your friends?
Yes. I will recommend NIE’s programmes to my friends. Besides the gain 
academically, the shared experiences of different educators make the 
programme come to life. I have enjoyed the late evening sessions where 
different educators from a multitude of backgrounds come together to 
debate how we can better understand and teach topics related to the 
Humanities discipline. 

For more information about Master of Arts in Humanities Education (MAHE) 
at NIE, please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/mahe

Mr Tan Xian Jing with his wife.

Getting-to-Know-Series

I chose NIE as it was the place 
that would allow me to investigate 
the complexities behind integrating 
History, the discipline, into the subject 
History in school.
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Our graduate, Ms Janice Kee, shares about how she stays motivated in 
learning different methodologies to engage better with her students 

and colleagues in the modern technologised and fast-paced 
environment.

►	Why did you decide to enroll in the Master of 
Arts in Professional Education (MAPE) (Training 
and Development) programme?     
I wanted to acquire new insights into workplace learning; as 
well as enrich and reinforce my learning and understanding 

of adult learning within my workplace. 

►	How has this helped you in your career thus far? 
I have learned to embrace the changes in traditional teaching and 

learning methodology.  The programme also made me rethink how 
I should facilitate learners to adapt and learn in today’s fast-paced, high-tech and challenging 
environment.

I have learned to employ different instructional/teaching methodologies to better engage my 
students and junior colleagues in their learning.  I have also shared what I have learned with my 
peers so that they can, in turn, apply it to their teachings and more can benefit from it.

►	What features of the programme appealed to you?
I liked that this new programme is developed collaboratively by established academic institutions, 
i.e., NIE and IAL (Institute for Adult Learning), is more coursework-based (as opposed to research-
based) and has its emphasis on adult workplace learning which makes it relevant and practical.  
The assignments also emphasised on workplace contextualisation and application.  Lastly, this 
programme is not restricted to one profession.  It allows individuals from a wide range of professions 
to share and learn from one another, with expert lecturers facilitating our learning, making it relevant 
for the different professions.

EMBRACING CHANGES AND 
ADAPTING TO CHALLENGES 
with Ms Janice Kee, currently working as a Senior Nurse Educator at National University 
Hospital and is a Master of Arts in Professional Education (Training and Development) 
graduate.

►	How did you balance both work 
and study? 
Having to balance studies with work 
and family was certainly not easy, but 
I am fortunate to receive support and 
encouragement from my bosses and 
family.

Also, in order to make time for my studies, 
I sacrificed time spent on hobbies and 
sleep.  There are times when I had to 
stay up late to complete assignments 
and projects, but it was all worth it.  Our 
respective course lecturers were also 
very kind, understanding and thoughtful, 
and planned assignment submissions to 
be on Mondays so that we can work on 
them during the weekends. 

►	Please share an interesting anecdote about your programme.
My classmates would always motivate and encourage one another.  As one of my classmates, 
Dennis Lim aptly said, “we are not here to compete for first place, but we will complete this 
programme together and graduate as a class”.  We had a common goal and we encouraged one 
another along to achieve it. 

The programme also made me rethink how I should 
facilitate learners to adapt and learn in today’s 
fast-paced, high-tech and challenging environment.

For more information about Master of Arts in Professional Education 
(MAPE) (Training and Development) at NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/mape
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Ms Janice Kee with her family at the graduation ceremony.
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We checked in with some of our international students on why they chose to study in our 
sunny island, Singapore and why in particular, at NIE: 

HOME AWAY FROM HOMEMASTERING  THE ART OF 
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
(TRAINING AND DEVELOPEMNT)

The Master of Arts in Professional Education (MAPE) (Training and Development) is a 
specialised programme launched in 2015 for education professionals and individuals in adult, 
professional and higher education. The inaugural cohort of 16 educators received their degrees 
at the NTU convocation ceremony held on 24 July 2018. Hear what our graduates have to say 
about the programme.

Ms Kwek Meek Lin, a Lead Teacher from Raffles Girls’ School (Secondary) 
said the programme provided a broad perspective of professional development 
in different contexts as the programme brought together professionals from 
different industries including education, healthcare, insurance, defence and 
human resource. “This made the learning experience insightful and most 

enriching,” she added. 

For Ms Mary Foo, a training manager in the financial industry, 
the new theories and ideas were important in her role as an adult educator. 

Mary also valued learning how to conduct critical reviews of the training 
and development functions in her organisation such as training 

needs analysis, programme evaluation, instructional strategies and 
methodologies.

Offered by NIE and the Institute for Adult Learning, the MAPE (Training 
and Development) is a unique programme focused on industry-relevant 
knowledge and competencies. Incorporating the latest learning theories 
balanced with applied and experiential learning, the programme seeks 

to equip graduates with the ability to design and lead programmes in 
training and development, workplace learning, coaching and mentoring. 

Graduands from the Master of Arts in Professional Education (Training and Development) programme with 
Mr Ong Ye Kung, Minister for Education (1st row, 7th from the right); NIE and IAL faculty members. 

NIE has been ranked as one of the top 20 education 
institutions in the world and top 3 in Asia by 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking in year 2018

I chose to come, live and work in Singapore because it is a beautiful, safe and multicultural 
country with a population that includes people from all over the world.  I chose to study at 
NIE because it has a world-class reputation and I felt that NIE is a place of study where the 
world comes together — a perfect blend of inspiring ideas and expertise from around the 

world.  NIE has nurtured partnerships with various world-class institutions 
and educators, ensuring that NIE faculty and students have the 

opportunity to engage with the most current ideas and trends in 
education.  As an international educator, studying at a place that 
values an international perspective is important to me.

~ Andrea Lyne Strachan, Doctor in Education student from Canada 

I chose NIE because NIE provides me with a balanced knowledge, in terms 
of content and pedagogy skills in Mathematics. I chose Singapore because it is 
relatively close to Indonesia and has an excellent quality in education. Another 
thing that I like in Singapore is the blood donor system. I have gone to the 
Bloodbank at Westgate twice. Overall, I like my visits there. The place is clean, 
modern and efficient. 

~ Uha Isnaini, Doctor of Philosophy student from Indonesia 

My past career experience in the educational area and my determination to 
pursue knowledge in this area has brought me here. I have never been to Singapore 
before. Before I came, I thought that one year is too long; but now that I am here, 
I feel that one year is just too short. It is amazing for me to see the harmony 

and friendliness among the different nationalities and cultures in Singapore. The 
interactions seem so natural that I could not imagine the hard work that the Singapore 

government has put in to make this happen.

~ Kelly Wang, Master of Arts (Educational Management) student from China
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NIE HIGHER DEGREE 
AWARDS CEREMONY 2018

The Higher Degree Award Ceremony 2018 was held on 10 August 2018, in conjunction with the 
Orientation for Higher Degree Students (August 2018 Intake). The ceremony is an annual event where 
outstanding students are presented with their gold medals, book prizes, or the Dean’s Commendation 
for Research awards. 

Students, both current and new, were present at the event to support 
their fellow students who received these accolades and to celebrate 
their triumphs with them. Prof Christine Goh, Director, NIE graced 
the occasion, and welcomed everyone to the event. The various 
donors of the gold medals and book prizes were also present to 
lend their support to the event.  Among them were Mr Lau Cheng 
Soon (donor of the Lau Teng Chuan Book Prize) and Mr Nigel Tan 
(President of the Singapore Teachers’ Union).

This year, a total of 30 students received awards for their achievements. This included seven students 
who received either a gold medal or book prize for their performance as top graduates in their respective 
programmes or specialisations. In addition, 23 students received the Dean’s Commendation for Research 
award, which recognises graduate students’ publications and contributions to their various fields of study.

Dr Tan Gim Hoon, the winner of the Tan Poey Quee Doctor in Education (NIE EdD) Gold Medal, and 
Mr Ng Kok Min, a recipient of the Dean’s Commendation for Research delivered engaging speeches. Dr 
Tan expressed her thanks to the many who helped her in her EdD journey. She also shared about her 
time in the programme, the challenges she had to overcome and even some tips to her fellow students. 
Mr Ng Kok Min recounted in his speech, the trials of working on his own research and how the failure 
he experienced in research was balanced by the engagement he felt when he was conducting his 
research. He explained that failure was a constant and even necessary part of a research journey and 
that most importantly, one must manage their fear of failure and have the courage to continue trying. 

All in all, the event was a success — one in which students celebrated, and were inspired to achieve 
their best in NIE. Congratulations once again to our awardees!

NIE Higher Degree Awards Ceremony on 10 August 2018 with Assoc Prof Lim Kam Ming, ERAS President, donor of ERAS Gold Medal Award 
(1st row, 1st from the left);  Assoc Prof Caroline Koh, Head of Psychological Studies Academic Group (PS AG), PS AG sponsored the Applied 
Psychology award (1st row, 2nd from the left); Mr Nigel Tan, President of the Singapore Teachers’ Union (1st row, 3rd from the left); Prof John 

Wang, Dean, Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) (1st row, 4th from the left); Prof Christine Goh, Director, NIE (1st row, 1st from 
the right) and Mr Lau Cheng Soon, Donor of the Lau Teng Chuan Book Prize (1st row, 3rd from the right). 
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The next NIE Postgraduate & Continuing 
Education (PG&CE) Fair in 2019: 
11 May 2019 
Suntec	Singapore	Convention	&	Exhibition	Centre,	
Level 3 Summit 2

Visit www.nie.edu.sg/postgradfair or follow us on 
www.facebook.com/NIEGPL for the latest news!

On Sunday 13 May 2018, the National Institute 
of Education held its third NIE Postgraduate 
Fair 2018: Learning Differently, Leading 
Change at the Suntec Singapore Convention 
& Exhibition Centre. The event drew some 
700 attendees despite being Mother’s Day, 
and the brief downpour in the morning. 

To celebrate the occasion, special corners 
were carved out especially for those who 
brought their children along. Colleagues 
and students from the Early Childhood and 
Special Needs Academic Group helmed 
these special corners. At the crafts corner, 
the children got to unleash their creativity; 
and at the picture books corner, they had the 
chance to browse through some of Assistant 
Professor Myra Garces-Bacsal’s collection of 
picture books. As an international research 
fellow at the International Youth Library in 
Munich, the world’s first and largest library 
of international children’s literature, Assistant 
Professor Myra believes that, “There are so 

many layers you can unpack from a picture 
book... More than educating the mind, we 
have to educate hearts.”

The biggest takeaway of the event for the 
prospective students were the valuable 
insights that they gained from attending the 
various sharing sessions and the interactions 
with faculty members. For some, their visit 
was made more fulfilling as they had first-
hand information on the typical life of an 
NIE student from the students and 
dedicated alumni who attended to 
them at the booths. This was in 
addition to the special sharing 
session by our students 
and alumni (Dr Theresa 
Su, Mr Krit Nirammitham, 
Ms Teresa Oktaviani 
Wijaya, Mr Vimallan 
Manokara), which was 
also broadcasted ‘live’ via 
our Facebook page. 

With over 30 postgraduate programmes and 300 courses in diverse disciplines, prospective 
students had a myriad of choices for their lifelong learning options. Visitors also had the chance 
to win attractive prizes in our hourly and grand draws, some of which were sponsored by our 
generous supporters. 

All in all, it was a great day for everyone and we would like to take the opportunity to also thank 
the following supporters for their generous contribution to the event:

1) ABR Holdings Limited 
2) ATOS Wellness Pte Ltd
3) Bollywood Veggies Pte Ltd
4) Craftastic
5) Craftz by BeadzBabez
6) Domino’s Pizza Singapore Pte Ltd
7) Flora Clay
8) JR Fitness Singapore
9) Kucina Italian
10) Li Da Foods Pte Ltd
11) New Balance Singapore Pte Ltd
12) Texas Instrument Singapore (Pte) Ltd
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NIE POSTGRADUATE FAIR 2018: 
LEARNING DIFFERENTLY, LEADING CHANGE
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Listening attentively at the sharing 
session. 

Seeking advice about the programmes at 
the AG’s booth.

Checking in at the registration booth. 

Checking out the research posters. 

A sharing session by one of our faculty 
staff, Asst Prof Myra Garces-Bacsal. 

Children enjoying themselves at the craft 
corner while the parents chatted with 
the AGs.
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Participants at the NIE Postgraduate Fair 2018:
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It probably came as no surprise that the panel members 
who were asked to share about their NIE experiences 
at the NIE Postgraduate Fair 2018 had never met each 
other before. They were, after all, students and alumni 
from different programmes in NIE. 

Mr Vimallan Manokara graduated in 2017 with a degree 
in Master of Arts in Applied Psychology. He is currently an 
Applied Research Fellow/Senior Practitioner (Psychology) 
at MINDS Institute of Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (MIDD). Dr Theresa Su, on the other hand, 
completed her Doctor of Philosophy programme in 2016 
and is currently working as a Research Fellow at NIE with 
the Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic 
Group. Hailing from Thailand, Mr Krit Nirammitham, 
studied in Switzerland before he decided to pursue a 
Doctor in Education specialising in Visual and Performing 
Arts with NIE. Lastly, from Indonesia, we have Ms Teresa 
Oktaviani Wijaya who graduated this year from her Master 
of Education (Mathematics) programme. 

During the sharing session, they discovered a few things 
in common — one of which is their love for research 
work. For the two Masters’ students, both Vimallan and 
Teresa had a choice to pursue their programmes either 
via coursework with dissertation or by coursework only. 
Somehow, as they delved deeper into their respective 
programmes and exposed themselves to more research 
papers, they decided to complete their programme via the 
dissertation route. 

Another thing that they all agreed on was that NIE had 
provided them with the necessary skills to better equip 
themselves to face challenges ahead. Theresa explained 
that during her PhD programme, she learned how to 
communicate her research works through writing research 
papers and attending various international conferences 
where like-minded researchers had the opportunity to 
critically assess each other’s work. 

GET THE 
INSIDE SCOOP 
ON OUR NIE EXPERIENCE! 

Mr Vimallan Manokara

Ms Teresa Oktaviani Wijaya
  
Mr Krit Nirammitham

Dr Theresa Su
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Krit also shared that before joining NIE, he thought that he had set his mind on the research area that 
he wanted to pursue. However, during the few months that he has spent in NIE thus far, his interactions 
with various faculty members and classmates from his programme opened up his mind to other research 
possibilities. He now also feels more confident in becoming a better music teacher. 

At the end of the session, all of them expressed their happiness in their decision to pursue a higher 
degree programme at NIE. They also encouraged others to do the same, and opined that there is really 
no right time to pursue a higher degree programme.  

Teresa went on to reiterate that sometimes people might be afraid that they are unable to cope with 
their studies, especially for international students who have to cope with the different language, culture 
and new environment. However, through her own experiences, she found that the faculty members, 
classmates and environment in NIE were very welcoming — just 
like the tagline coined by GPL “home away from home”. To her 
comment,  Vimallan quipped, “Thanks for giving credit where 
it is due! You cite the source, so NIE has taught you well!”

To view the full video 
of the candid sharing 
session, please visit  

https://bit.ly/2y6wmQM 
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www.nie.edu.sg/gtks
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MLS REFLECTION 
with Mr Saiful Idris, currently the Head of Department of Aesthetics, Craft & Technology 
at Naval Base Secondary School and graduate of the Management and Leadership in 
Schools (MLS) programme.

On 1 July 2018, GPL merged the 
Professional Development and 
Leadership Learning units into 
the Professional and Leadership 
Development (PLD) unit. With 
this change, GPL hopes to better 
rationalise and synergise how 
it supports educators seeking 
to develop their professional 
expertise; whether it is in the area 
of pedagogy, subject content 
knowledge or leadership skills.

PLD team @ GPL will continue 
to work closely with MOE to 
support in-service programmes and courses offered on TRAISI, and Leadership programmes such 
as Leaders in Education Programme (LEP) and Management and Leadership in Schools (MLS).  
PLD Team @ GPL will also manage NIE courses and programmes leading to advanced diplomas, 
in-service diplomas and certificates for educators from different educational organisations.   
 
PLD is led by Associate Dean, Dr Trivina Kang and Assistant Deans, Dr Thana Thaver and Ms 
Lucy Fernandez. The new team is passionate about developing educators and has extensive 
experience working with teachers and school leaders in Singapore and abroad. Coming from 
different Academic Groups in NIE, they bring with them their own disciplinary perspectives but hold 
a shared commitment towards learning for life and designing a life of learning. They are eagerly 
looking forward to understanding educators’ professional development needs and exploring how 
NIE can better support this journey of professional learning.  Do feel free to touch base with them 
or their PLD managers at inservice@nie.edu.sg.  

For more information about Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) programme at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/mls

I went into the Management and 
Leadership in Schools programme 
with a clear objective — which was to 
clarify, sharpen and crystallise my role, 
philosophy and practice as an educational 
leader. I have genuinely enjoyed and 
appreciated having the time and space 
to think deeply, learn and engage in critical discussions around issues pertaining to education. The 
seventeen weeks spent on the programme was certainly a marked departure from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday teaching and leadership duties, and a truly wonderful opportunity to not only 
feed the mind but more importantly, replenish the soul. I have definitely learnt a lot from the various 
learning experiences, which in totality, provided me with a rigorous examination and evaluation of 
my beliefs and practice at this stage of my journey as an educational leader. Being surrounded by 
a great community of like-minded lecturers and peers made the time there far more meaningful and 
enjoyable than I had expected. I know that through this programme, I have grown in ways that are 
hard to quantify and look forward to continuing that journey of learning and growth.

I went into the Management and 
Leadership in Schools programme 
with a clear objective - which was 
to clarify, sharpen and crystallise 
my role, philosophy and practice as 
an educational leader.  

From left: Dr Thana Thaver, Assistant Dean, Professional & Leadership 
Development; Dr Trivina Kang, Associate Dean, Professional & Leadership 

Development and Ms Lucy Fernandez, Assistant Dean, Professional & 
Leadership Development

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much
~ Helen Keller

NEW PROFESSIONAL AND 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
(PLD) TEAM @ GPL
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PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING AT NIE
The Institute has a wide range of exciting and interesting courses and programmes for teacher 
professional development.  

The courses offered are in the following subject areas:
► Assessment 
► Curriculum
► Design & Technology
► Drama
► Early Childhood 
► English Language & Literature
► Geography
► History
► Leadership
► Mathematics 
► Mother Tongue Languages & 

Literature

In addition, we offer courses that can be accredited into the 
following Advanced Diploma programmes:
► Primary English Language Education
► Primary Mathematics Education
► Primary Science Education
► Teaching Early Primary School Years

For more information of the courses and programmes 
offered, please scan the following QR code:

For more information about the courses and programme listing, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

For more information about Professional Learning and Continuing Education (PLaCE), 
please visit https://place.nie.edu.sg/

Alternatively, you can write in to the Professional Development (PD) team to enquire at the 
following email address: inservice@nie.edu.sg.

► Music
► Physical Education 
► Research
► Science
► Social and Emotional 

Learning
► Social Studies 
► Special Needs Education
► Tech-enabled Learning
► Visual Arts

List of Professional Development courses in November to December 2018

Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date

Curriculum,	Teaching	&	Learning
ICT0514 Analyses of Qualitative Research Data 8 Nov 18 9 Nov 18

IPD0153 Facilitating Constructive Discussions with Primary Students 13 Nov 18 13 Nov 18

Early Childhood & Special Needs Education

IEC0029 Functional Behaviour Assessment (FBA) – An approach to 
understand behavior 16 Nov 18 16 Nov 18

IEC4019 Engaging Students with Special Needs in Mainstream Classrooms 19 Nov 18 20 Nov 18

IEC4006 Helping Children with Problems in Mathematics 19 Nov 18 21 Nov 18

Geography

IHS2259 NIE Seminar on Sustainability in Geography for Lower Sec Geography 15 Nov 18 15 Nov 18

IHS2258 NIE Workshop on Curriculum-Making for Lower Sec Geography 8 Nov 18 8 Nov 18

Instructional Design

ILS0013 Introduction to Instructional Design 8 Nov 18 8 Nov 18

Leadership

IPL0010 Change Leadership for Training and Development 3 Dec 18 3 Dec 18

Mathematics

IME2034 Statistics and Probability in Secondary Elementary Mathematics 7 Nov 18 9 Nov 18

Physical Education
IPE0037 Strength and Conditioning for PE and Sports CCA Teachers 12 Nov 18 13 Nov 18

IPE0026 Coaching Children in Sports 21 Nov 18 22 Nov 18

Psychological Studies
IPS0014 Positive Education for Schools & Teachers 15 Nov 18 15 Nov 18

Science

INS2042 Teaching and Learning of H3 Physics 12 Nov 18 13 Nov 18

INS2104 Pollution Experiments Using Ecotoxicology Biomarkers for Schools 14 Nov 18 16 Nov 18

INS2158 Popular Biotechnology - Molecular Diagnosis 26 Nov 18 30 Nov 18

INS2155 Teaching the Revised H3 Chemistry 27 Nov 18 27 Nov 18

For more information about professional development courses at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd-catalogue
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