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Dear Readers,

Are you ready for another issue of GPL newsletter?

Time to gear yourself up as we engage you with articles 
shared by none other than our own NIE postgraduate 
students and alumni. Be inspired by their experiences 
on our programmes and how it can benefit you 
personally and professionally.

What’s more, GPL is organising the very first NIE 
Postgraduate Fair this year! Come visit us at Suntec 
Singapore Convention & Exhibition Centre on 29 May 
2016. Be sure to mark this date in your calendar as we 
spice up your passion for lifelong learning with higher 
degree programmes and professional development 
courses. It will be an exciting and engaging event where 
you will be able to get answers to your queries about 
graduate education!

We hope you will enjoy the current content that we have 
lined up just for you and do keep in touch with us for 
upcoming events! 

CHIEF EDITOR 
A/P Shirley Lim

Associate Dean
Research Grants Management
Office of Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning (GPL)

A Message From The Editor

READER’S CONTRIBUTION
If you know of anyone who has displayed attributes of 
“Learning Differently, Leading Change”, do send us their story to 
niegpl@nie.edu.sg. We will be in touch with you very soon! 
However, the editorial team reserves the right to edit and publish 
the article.

Upcoming Events At A Glance

Disclaimer: GPL reserves the 
right to substitute the vouchers 
with alternatives of similar value 
in the event that the original 
vouchers are not available. 
Employees of NIE are not 
eligible to participate and win.

► Application period for 
 Higher Degree Programme  
 January 2017 Intake

 1 April - 15 June 2016 
Doctor in Education 

 4 April - 20 June 2016 
Master of Arts in Leadership 
and Educational Change 

 3 May - 1 August 2016 
PhD and Master’s by Research 
Programmes

 23 May - 8 July 2016 
Master’s by Coursework 
Programmes 

www.nie.edu.sg/jan2017

► Events/Conferences

 31 May - 1 June 2016 
Teachers’ Conference 2016 
Venue: Singapore Expo, MAX Atria
www.tc2016.sg

 20 - 24 June 2016 
12th International Conference 
of Learning Sciences 2016 
Venue: NIE
https://isls.org/icls/2016

 2 June 2016 
Mathematics Teachers 
Conference 2016  
Venue: NIE
http://math.nie.edu.sg/ame

 10 September 2016 
Postgraduate Fair 2016 by 
Headhunt 
Venue:  Raffles City Convention  
 Centre

PHOTO 
CONTEST

Stand a chance to 
win a $20 

Coffee Bean gift card!

STEP 3:

Like us on facebook

Be one of the 
three most creative 

entries to win!

STEP 2:

Share it on 
GPL facebook page

www.facebook.com/NIEGPL

Share

STEP 1:

Snap a photo 
with the theme 

“Learning Differently, 
Leading Change”



Group photo with her course-mates after presenting at the Graduate Student Day on 31 October 2015. 
Ms Tan Dai Hwee is third from the right in the front row.

What led you to do an EdD programme 
at NIE?
I am a strong believer of life-long learning. I’ve 
always believed that no one can be spared from 
learning and trying out new things, no matter how 
experienced and accomplished one is. Having 
taught students for more than 10 years, I believe 
it is not so much what the teacher is doing, but 
what happens inside the students’ heads that will 
result in their understanding or being able to do 
something. To make sure that learning occurs 
for students in the intended way, teachers need 
to know how students learn and what motivates 
them. However, very often in reality, teachers are 
more concerned with covering the syllabus and 
drilling the students for examinations, and real 
learning may not have occurred for students. 
Thus, I am keen to learn about learning and how 
to make it work. 

One of the EdD programme’s concentration 
courses on Learning and Motivation fulfils my 
professional interest in this area. With courses 
like NEDD 810 Theory, Research, and Practice 
in Teaching and Learning and NEDD 811 

Understanding Learner Motivation, I am provided 
with an in-depth understanding and application 
of the theoretical underpinnings of learner 
motivation through the examination of modern 
learning theories and practices as they relate to 
education. I want to learn from the course on how 
I can interest and engage my students in learning. 
The course’s discourse of how theory, research, 
and practice inform each other in order to improve 
the efforts of teachers is exactly what I am looking 
for to grow my professional practice.  

What are some of the important 
takeaways from the programme?
I would say the programme has helped 
honed my critical and reflective thinking skills.  
From the courses and discussions with my 
professors and course-mates, I have grown 
to be more analytical and methodical in my 
thinking processes. Frank and open feedback 
from my professors and course-mates on my 
research topic has also pushed me to be more 
reflective so that I could constantly refine and 
improve on my research skills.   
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LEARNING BEYOND THE WAY OF TEACHING 
with Ms Tan Dai Hwee, Doctor in Education (EdD) student

What are some of the challenges that 
you face in the programme?
I am pursuing EdD programme on a part-time 
basis and juggling my studies with full-time 
work and family commitments is a big challenge 
for me. As I had no prior experience doing 
research - my Master’s degree in Economics 
from NUS was wholly course-work based – I 
had to quickly get up to speed with the basics, 
such as forming research questions, coming up 
with the appropriate research design, conducting 
data collection and data 
analyses, etc. I remembered 
the first time I was required to 
submit a research proposal, 
I was completely clueless 
about what to choose for 
my research topic and how 
to go about putting up a 
research proposal. It was 
a very stressful period for 
me. Thankfully, with the expert guidance of my 
professors and helpful advice from my course-
mates, I now have a better idea about my research 
topic and how to conduct a research study.

How has EdD helped you in your career 
thus far?
As a Lead Teacher in my school, I am also 
actively involved in professional development. I 
conduct professional sharing with my teachers 
on a regular basis. Most of the time, I share 
learning points gleaned from my actual work 
experiences. Although that had worked well 
for me in the past, such an approach lacked 
theoretical underpinnings. The learning I glean 
from the EdD programme helps me establish a 
theoretical dimension to lend more credibility to 
my work so that I can combine education theories 
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For more information about Doctor in Education (EdD) at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/edd

with my professional practices more meaningfully. 
This has greatly enhanced the quality of my 
conversations I have with my teachers.

Would you recommend the EdD 
programme to someone else?
Definitely. I think the EdD Programme is a 
perfect choice for those interested in extending 
their expertise and developing skills in critical 
reflection in practice. The courses provide very 
solid groundwork for research and theoretical 
grounding before we embark on our dissertation 

writing.  I really like it that the EdD has the rigour 
and scholarly expectations of a PhD, yet with a 
strong emphasis on professional practice.

What advice would you give to the 
people who are interested in EdD?
There are several concentrations in the 
EdD programme. I would think that careful 
consideration of how these concentrations 
are relevant to your future dissertation topic 
and your job scope would be necessary prior 
to selecting the concentration. Once in the 
programme, adopt an open, learning mind-set 
and enjoy the journey!

The Doctor in Education (EdD)
programme will be open for the 
January 2017 intake with application 
period from 1 April - 15 June 2016.



The Greek philosopher Plato once famously 
said, “Never discourage anyone who continually 
makes progress, no matter how slow.”  This 
adage resonates with Mr Kester Wong, who 
has this experience to share from his childhood 
years: “If you were to tell my parents that I would 
one day graduate with a Master’s degree in 
Mathematics research, they would surely tell you 
that it was impossible. I couldn’t even understand 
the concept that one more than two is three!” 

Today, Mr Wong is an educator in National 
Junior College (NJC). His learning journey as an 
educator began when he enrolled in the Bachelor 
of Science (Education) programme in 2008, 
a degree programme offered by the National 
Institute of Education (NIE). Upon graduation, 
he went on to be a teacher in his alma mater at 
Fairfield Methodist School (Secondary) (FMSS). 

Subsequently, the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) offered him the MOE Masters 
Sponsorship for his further studies.

Mr Wong notes, “The encouragement 
from my teachers in FMSS inspired 
me to persevere. While studying in 
NIE, my confidence and love for both 
Mathematics and Education was 
further ignited. I was more aware about 
my strengths and weaknesses during 
the time spent consulting my dedicated 
professors and lecturers. Although 
MOE gave me a sponsorship that 
allowed me the opportunity to pursue 
my Masters overseas, I knew that there 
was much for me to learn from the 
professors in NIE.”

In 2013, Mr Wong embarked on 
the Master of Science (Research) 
programme in Mathematics in NIE. 
His Masters research topic was on 

the mathematical modelling of the spread 
of avian influenza in Indonesia. His Masters 
research supervisor was Associate Professor 
Ang Keng Cheng, then, Head of Mathematics 
and Mathematics Education, and currently 
the Associate Dean of NIE’s Higher Degree 
Programmes. Mr Wong shares, “As written by 
one of my favourite writers, C.S. Lewis, ‘nothing 
is really ours until we share it’. I was often 
challenged by my supervisor to look beyond the 
completion of my Masters thesis and to share my 
research work with others.”

During the first year of Mr Wong’s Masters 
education in 2013, he attended a Summer 
School on Mathematics of Infectious Disease 
held in York University, Canada. The summer 
school provided graduate students from all over 

the world with the opportunities to discuss their 
research work, and to learn to develop disease 
models by collaborating on a project. Upon 
returning to Singapore, he participated in the 

Graduate Student Day held by NIE and achieved 
second position in a poster presentation 
competition.

In 2014, Mr Wong made an oral presentation 
at the 3rd International Eurasian Conference 
on Mathematical Sciences and Applications in 
Vienna. He then completed his Master’s thesis 
in the same year and has just graduated from 
the programme in July 2015. 

HIGHER DEGREES04 HIGHER DEGREES 05

LEARN AND PROGRESS
with Mr Kester Wong, Masters by Research student

For more information about Master of Science (Research) at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/msc_research

The experience during Mr Wong’s Master’s 
programme provided him with invaluable 
insights and exposure to academic research. He 
continues to contribute to research in Singapore 

by sharing his research findings. 
Recently in October 2015, he 
made a poster presentation at the 
Singapore Health and Biomedical 
Congress (SHBC) organised by 
the National Healthcare Group.

“It is often not about how we start, but about 
how we end. I desire to see my students for their 
possibilities instead of their impossibilities, so that 
I may shine a ray of hope into their lives,” says 
Mr Wong who has indeed come a long way and 
now mentors students on the use of mathematical 
modelling in Mathematics research at NJC. 
He gives credit to his family members and 
mentors in shaping who he is today and aims to 
be a positive influence to his students.

With a fellow conference participant 
in Vienna, 2014.

With fellow students at summer school 
held in York University, Canada, 2013

Mr Kester Wong presenting a poster 
at the SHBC 2015

              “The encouragement from my  teachers in FMSS  
              inspired me to persevere. While  studying in NIE,  
              my confidence and love for both Mathematics  
              and Education was further ignited.”  

The PhD and Master’s by Research programmes 
will be open for the January 2017 intake with 
application period from 3 May - 1 August 2016.



As a researcher of Shakespearean geographies, 
visiting Shakespeare’s own neighbourhood 
in Warwickshire has long been an ambition. 
It is thanks to my supportive Academic 
Group (English Language and Literature) 
and supervisor, Dr Angus Whitehead, whose 
strong recommendation helped me win a 
place as a visiting researcher at the University 
of Birmingham’s Shakespeare Institute at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. As a result, I relished the 
opportunity to conduct specific, original archival 
research in the purpose-built, world-class 
Institute research library and the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust. 

The archives of these two institutions hold 
tantalising collections of Shakespearean 
treasures.  While the Shakespeare Institute plays 
the leading role in providing cultural material 
relating to Shakespeare Scholarship, the Trust 
maintains contemporary historical records 
from Shakespeare’s lifetime and is responsible 
for conserving the historic town itself.  As a 
trained and practising architect, my research 

focuses on Shakespeare’s engagements with 
architecture in his poetry and plays. Thus, 
living and working in the midst of buildings that 
Shakespeare knew and entered is an invaluable 
experience. Shakespeare’s heritage buildings 
that the Trust preserves include townhouses 
such as Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Nash’s 
House and Harvard House; manor houses such 
as Anne Hathaway’s Cottage and Mary Arden’s 
Farmhouse; and public buildings such as the 
Grammar School, Almshouse and Guild Chapel.

In Stratford, I made the very most of this 
precious opportunity by spending my days 
poring over 16th and 17th century manuscripts 
that are full of details about life in the town during 
Shakespeare’s time.  One source I find very 
useful is the 4-volume ‘Minutes and Accounts 
of the Stratford Corporation’ which reveals 
so much about the minute particulars of the 
societal concerns of Stratford as an expanding 
Tudor town.  Ordinances contained in the notes 
include regulations concerning the proper way 
of discharging dung to designated sites and 
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laws governing property transactions.

I also had the opportunity to look at the first 
scaled town map of Stratford by Samuel Winter 
(1759). This map identifies Shakespeare’s 
birthplace for the first time by marking house 
‘no.18’ as the ‘house Shakespeare was born.’ 
It is also the earliest known survey made of 
Stratford. Though drawn more than a century 
after the death of Shakespeare, the town 
remained largely unchanged in the 18th century. 
Thus, excitingly, Winter’s map gave me a feel 
of the physical texture of the town as it was in 
Shakespeare’s time.

The Institute and the Trust are only part of my 
research journey on this UK trip.  To go to the 
main campus of Birmingham University, I took a 
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THE JOY OF DISCOVERY 
with Mr Yong Yik Ling, Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) student 

train from Stratford Station to Birmingham, and 
then changed train to the impressive, brand new 
Birmingham New Street Station.  A local train 
then took me to Birmingham University.  The 
one hour trip was a journey of stunning English 
landscapes that seemed to grow infinitely 
outside the windows of the train.  At the end 
of the journey, one of the world’s tallest free-
standing clock-tower stands, beckoning visitors 
to the main entrance of the university.

There are vast opportunities to explore 
Shakespeare in Warwickshire. These 
experiences have launched me onto 
a new path of discovery, one that 
enriches my research by immersing 
me in material evidences I can never 
encounter in Singapore. My research is 
incalculably richer for this experience!  
My biggest takeaway?  I think it is the 
sense of physical connection with the 
dramatist’s life while engaging with 
cutting edge research on Shakespeare.

For more information about Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/phd

Inside the parlour of Shakespear's Birthplace

Inside John Shakespeare’s 
workshop that fronts Henley Street

The PhD and Master’s by Research programmes 
will be open for the January 2017 intake with 
application period from 3 May - 1 August 2016.

Mr Yong at Shakespeare Institute Library



Why did you decide to do a Master’s 
degree, especially as a full time research 
student? 
I was keen in conducting my own independent 
and original research project on a topic of my 
interest. I wanted to learn hands-on techniques 
which would allow me to perfect my research 
abilities. I also wanted to have the opportunity 
to make my work known and published in 
journals.

Why did you choose NIE?
I chose to study in NIE because the curriculum 
equips us with a total skills set that enables 
us to be well-rounded, socially and ethically 
responsible individuals who will make a 
difference in work and society. NIE's highly 
qualified professors are always looking for ways 
to innovate and improve teaching standards so 
that students are trained to be effective thinkers 
and learners. They ensure that we receive the 
knowledge and encouragement needed to help 
us develop our full potential. 

We understand that you used to 
study Biomedical Science in your 
undergraduate days. Could you tell 
us why you decided to switch to 
Electrochemistry for your Master’s 
degree?
I am a strong believer that in today’s society 
it has become more and more pressing that 
higher-level education be perceived as a 
multidisciplinary experience that prizes both 
learning and using knowledge. This is especially 
true in a world where any and every profession 
in the market stands to benefit tremendously 
from an open-minded workforce fostered by a 
multidisciplinary education as they are highly 
adaptable and skilled in multiple areas. Hence, 
I decided to do a different field of studies as it 
allowed me to have a stronger grasp of both 
biology and chemistry thereby allowing me to 
value-add further to my future research career.

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE AT NIE 
with Ms Nadia Chandra Sekar, Masters by Research student
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able to overcome the numerous obstacles 
ahead of me and achieve my desired goals. 
Furthermore, I was able to forge lifelong 
friendships with my fellow colleagues who 
were very supportive of me and this created a 
very positive learning environment in the lab. 
Most importantly at NIE, I got more than a 
teaching professor – I got a facilitator, a mentor 

and a friend. I was very grateful for meeting 
an inspiring supervisor who never gave up 
on me and faced challenges head-on with me 
throughout my two years in NIE.

Do you have any advice for people who are 
looking for a change in their area of study?
I would encourage people to pursue different 
study fields from their respective specialisations 
as it helps one to be more open-minded and 
broadens perspectives. It is always a big 
challenge coming out of your comfort zone 
but it will be worth the time and effort spent 
upgrading yourself. Switching fields of study 
at the graduate level helps to broaden our 
knowledge and horizon, thereby enabling us to 
be more versatile in the working world.

Talk about an interesting course and the 
challenges faced 
During the programme, I did an environmental 
science course on integrated management 
systems. It was a fun course as it had some 
interesting aspects of geography and ecology 
incorporated in the curriculum but 
it was challenging to comprehend 
such subjects from a completely 
different field from what I was 
specialising in. However, an 
interdisciplinary curriculum was 
more beneficial as it allowed a 
more holistic approach to learning.

How did the programme help you in 
your career?

I have always admired and 
respected the innovative 
scientific work produced 
by world-class scientific 
research hub, A*STAR. 
This degree gave me an 

opportunity to initially intern 
at A*STAR and eventually 

pursue a full-time research career 
there. Through this degree, I am now able 
to participate and contribute more using the 
skills I was equipped with during my rigorous 
training under my supervisor and apply it in my 
research career.

What are some of the impacts of 
pursuing this programme in your life?
I realised that anything is possible with 
perseverance and a positive mindset. I was 
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“... I decided to do a different field of studies as                         
it allowed me to have a stronger grasp of both                        
biology and chemistry thereby allowing me to                        
value-add further to my future research career.”                      

For more information about higher degrees at NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/hd

Ms Nadia at the convocation ceremony

The PhD and Master’s by Research 
programmes will be open for the 
January 2017 intake with application 
period from 3 May - 1 August 2016.
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The Educational Research Association of Singapore (ERAS) 
was established in 1986 as a non-profit organisation to 
promote the cause of educational excellence in Singapore 
and the region via the conduct, promotion and use of 
relevant educational research. As a founding member of the 
World Educational Research Association (WERA), which 

was established in 2009; ERAS is able to facilitate closer ties with the international research community.

ERAS strives to promote the practice and utilization of educational research with a view to enhancing 
the quality of education. With a current membership of 1482 members, ERAS strives to support the 
research work of educators in schools in and beyond Singapore. 
 
ERAS endeavours to facilitate the support and development of research skills of educators through 
various activities, events and awards:
► workshops and seminars to address educational problems and issues and to improve research skills; 
► conferences to encourage dissemination of research findings and encourage collaboration in research;
► ERAS seminars where distinguished local and international experts share relevant research findings 

and experiences;
► dissemination of information about the latest developments in educational research via the ERAS 

website (www.eras.org.sg);
► social functions to enable educationists and researchers to interact informally;
► sponsorship of the ERAS Conference Teacher Research Papers Prizes that are awarded to the 

presenter(s) of three best papers presented at the ERAS Conferences. This award is in recognition of 
research by educational practitioners in schools, polytechnics and technical institutes in Singapore;  

► sponsorship of the ERAS Gold Medal that is awarded to the top graduate with outstanding performance 
in the NIE’s Master of Education (MEd) programme through the Coursework with Dissertation route.  
This award is presented by ERAS to recognise the excellent research work of the MEd graduate.

Educational Research Association of 
Singapore (ERAS)

For more information about ERAS and membership application, 
please refer to www.eras.org.sg

Images courtesy of http://eras.org.sg
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Name of Award Type/Value Criteria for Award

ASCD Gold Medal Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with 
outstanding performance in the MEd programme specialising 
in Curriculum & Teaching.
The award is sponsored by Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development (ASCD).

ASCD Book Prize Book Prize 
of $300

One book prize is awarded for the best dissertation submitted 
for examination by the graduate from the MEd programme 
specialising in Curriculum & Teaching.
The book prize is sponsored by Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (ASCD).

ASCD Book Prize Book Prize 
of $200

One book prize is awarded for the best Critical Inquiry project 
submitted for examination by the graduate from the MEd 
programme specialising in Curriculum & Teaching.
The book prize is sponsored by Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (ASCD).

ERAS Gold Medal Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with 
outstanding performance in the MEd programme through the 
Coursework with Dissertation route.
The award is sponsored by the Educational Research 
Association of Singapore (ERAS).

Educational Management 
Gold Medal

Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with outstanding 
performance in the MA (Educational Management) programme 
either through the Coursework with Dissertation route or 
Coursework Only route.
The award is sponsored by the Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU).

Instructional Design & 
Technology Gold Medal

Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with outstanding 
performance in the MA (Instructional Design & Technology) 
programme or the Master of Education (Learning Sciences & 
Technologies) programme, either through the Coursework with 
Dissertation route or Coursework Only route.
The award is sponsored by the Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU).

Awards for outstanding performance in higher degree programmes:

Photos taken at the GPL Higher Degree Award Ceremony 2015

Name of Award Type/Value Criteria for Award

STU Gold Medal Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with 
outstanding performance in the MEd programme through the 
Coursework Only route.
The award is sponsored by the Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU).

The Applied Psychology 
Award

Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate with outstanding 
performance in the MA (Applied Psychology) programme 
based on performance in courses and dissertation.
The award is sponsored by NIE’s Psychological Studies 
Academic Group.

Lau Teng Chuan Book 
Prize 

Book Prize 
of $1,600

One book prize is awarded to the best overall graduate in the 
Master of Science (Exercise and Sport Studies) programme 
based on the performance in sports science courses.
The book prize is sponsored by the family of the late Dr Lau 
Teng Chuan.

The Tan Poey Quee 
Doctor in Education (NIE 
EdD) Book Prize Award 
for Best Dissertation

Book prize 
of $500

One book prize is awarded for the best dissertation submitted 
for examination by the graduate from the Doctor in Education 
(NIE-EdD) programme.
The book prize is sponsored by the family of the late Mdm Tan 
Poey Quee.

The Tan Poey Quee 
Doctor in Education (NIE 
EdD) Gold Medal

Gold Medal One gold medal is awarded to the top graduate who has 
distinguished herself/himself in the Doctor in Education (NIE-
EdD) programme.
The gold medal is sponsored by the family of the late Mdm 
Tan Poey Quee.

Dean’s Commendation 
for Research

Certificate The Dean’s Commendation for Research aims to reinforce 
to higher degree students the importance of publications in 
peer-reviewed international journals and books of international 
publishers for their research.
Students are recognised for having excelled in their research 
by publishing papers in peer-reviewed international journals or 
international refereed book chapters. 
The commendation is presented in the form of a certificate by 
the Dean of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning.

For more information about the scholarships and awards, 
please refer to www.nie.edu.sg/higher-degrees/scholarships-awards
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Ribbon cutting ceremony at the Higher Degree Student Lounge with 
Prof Tan Oon Seng, Director of NIE (right) and A/P Ang Keng Cheng, Associate Dean of Higher Degrees (GPL).

The Higher Degree Student Lounge was officially launched on 11 January 2016, in conjunction 
with the start of the new semester.  Conveniently located along the walkway of Block 7 Level 1, 
the lounge is accessible to all higher degree students following the official launch. Guests and 
students invited to the launch were welcomed by Associate Professor Ang Keng Cheng, Associate 
Dean, Higher Degrees, Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning, and addressed by 
Professor Tan Oon Seng, Director of the National Institute of Education (NIE). A total of about 50 
guests and students attended the launch.

The establishment of this Higher Degree Student Lounge is aimed at providing higher degree 
students a dedicated place to network, collaborate and share ideas informally. This lounge 
constitutes part of the many initiatives mooted by the Office of Graduate Studies and Professional  
Learning (GPL) to build community and enhance graduate student experience. As Prof Tan shared 
at the launch, there is power in the sharing of ideas where ideas will multiply and grow. 

The lounge, converted from a previous lecture theatre, is equipped with hot desks, modular tables and 
chairs for graduate students who want to do self-studying. In addition, sofas and arm chairs provide a 
comfortable setting in which students can gather for socialisation. For those who prefer to relax before 
their next lecture, they can watch their favourite drama or tv show using the Smart HD TV set up in the 
lounge. A small pantry to make beverages is also available. NIE higher degree students can access the 
lounge 24-hours a day (including weekends and Public holidays), using their student cards.

LAUNCH OF  HIGHER DEGREE 
STUDENT LOUNGE

For easy access to information and community features that support 
knowledge sharing for graduate students and faculty, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/hdconnect
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For more information about leadership learning at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/LL

REFLECTIONS
Leadership Programmes

As detailed in the Leaders in Education 
Programme (LEP) 2015 Handbook for 

Participants, the LEP is designed to develop 
Principalship capability that is values-based, 
purposeful, innovative and forward-looking; anchored 
on strong people leadership, strategic management 
skills and an appreciation of how principals can work 
effectively in a complex environment.

To that end, my colleagues and I had the opportunity 
to participate in a variety of purposefully curated 
learning platforms such as (1) the carefully-designed 
courses, (2) overseas and local learning journeys, 
(3) syndicate discussions, (4) the Creative Action 
Project, (4) mentoring by experienced Principals, 
(5) the Management Dialogue Sessions, and (6) the 
personal reflection journal exercise. 

Through these varied but meaningful learning 
platforms, our assumptions about teaching, people, 
and leading were challenged; our beliefs in education 
and our education system were reinforced; our 
professional knowledge and skills were enhanced; 
and our resolve towards our calling for education 
and leadership were strengthened. Indeed, the LEP 
has certainly better positioned us to lead learning, 
lead people, lead culture, lead change, and to lead 
nationally as school leaders.

Credit must be attributed to the faculty at the Office 
of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning at 
the National Institute of Education, for pushing us 
intellectually and challenging us to forward education 
in Singapore through the mindful bridging of the 
education research-practice nexus. My colleagues 
and I are also most grateful to the Ministry of 
Education Singapore for this invaluable 
professional development opportunity.

Mr Shane Kwok 
Principal

Tampines Secondary School
LEP 2015 Participant

I relish the opportunity given to me to 
participate in the Management and 

Leadership in Schools (MLS) programme. It 
has forced me to move away from the humdrum 
of school activities and retreat into a mode for 
reflection. The concept of being a ‘reflective leader’ 
is not easily grasped without being cognizant of 
the intrinsic motivation of managing oneself first. 
While the lectures and elective modules tutorials 
gave me knowledge as to how to hone my skills as 
a curriculum leaders and on leadership onus, the 
multitude of experiences from industry/school visits, 
curriculum projects and overseas trips have taught 
me team development and critically challenged 
underlying assumptions of the dilemmas I face 
as an ethical leader. MLS helps me to look inward 
to clarify personal values, as well as outward to 
understand how they connect to a larger whole. 

I have since graduated and now when 
I look back, there are no regrets.

Ms Ng Kay Joo
Head of Department, 

Mathematics
Beacon Primary School

MLS January 2015 Participant 

The 15 pillars of MLS 
How should I lead?

Care for the people: value them
Have a good character: let my words and actions 

be congruent
Bring out the best in others: empower them

Build a culture of trust: be an influencer and agent 
of change

Leadership is not about myself: it is about others
Prioritise my day: keep my faith

Live out my calling: Leadership a mission, not a 
task

Keep learning: have a growth mindset
Love what I do: passion is contagious

Nurture a vision for a better tomorrow: nothing is 
impossible

Take calculated risks: just do it
Set standards and expectations; raise the bar

Build teams: not individuals
Collaborate, cooperate: never walk alone

Pass the baton: leave a legacy for 
MLS means Make Learning Sustainable

Ms Zalina Bt Ab Malik
HOD Special Projects

Sembawang Primary School 
MLS July 2015 Participant

I am writing to say a big Thank You for the 
Management and Leadership in Schools 

Programme (MLS).

It was a time of tremendous learning for me and 
I have benefited a lot, having learnt from different 
tutors who were in the school system before and 
also having interacted with fellow key personnel 
from different school cultures. I must say that I 
thoroughly enjoyed learning from everyone.

What was perhaps most precious for me was the 
chance to process my learning unhurriedly. Through 
the reflection journals which had to be submitted 
every fortnight, we were “forced” to consolidate and 
pen down our thoughts in an organised manner, 
which in turn helped us to crystallise further how 
we wanted to apply the theories in our own work. 
I found this really beneficial, though the deadlines 
brought about much stress at times.

MLS also gave me the chance to give more of my 
attention to other matters. I’m thankful for the time I 
could spend with my family. Thank you Asst/P Hairon 
for his kindness in accommodating my requests to 
be with my wife and attend to her pregnancy needs 
without affecting my learning in MLS.

Thank you A/P Ng, for the many reminders about 
what education is about and the importance of our 
roles in school. 

I am glad to be recharged and ready to 
go back to school.

Mr Glen Tan
HOD, Character & Citizenship 
Education, Fairfield Methodist 

School (Secondary)
MLS January 2015 Participant



23 November 2015 marked the opening 
ceremony of the art exhibition, Impian - a dream. 
Impian means dream in our National Language 
(Malay). The exhibition was held from 20 
November to 27 November 2015. The seven 
exhibited installation artworks were based on 
the interpretation of the 21 returning teachers 
from the Class of August 2015. They reflected 
the core values of Singapore, represented by the 
five stars on the flag of Singapore, which tie our 
nation’s dreams together as one. Each unique 
installation showcased the artistic inspirations and 
interpretations from the Five Stars Exhibition at 
Singapore Art Museum, inviting viewers to share 
the artists’ insights and envision new dreams for 
Singapore. Dr Susie Lingham, previous Director 
of Singapore Art Museum, was the guest-of-
honour of the exhibition. Other invited guests 
included officers from the Singapore Teachers' 
Academy for the aRts (STAR), school leaders, 
tutors, as well as family and friends.

The installation by Sharon, Siti and Sharifah, titled 
‘The Key’, showcased the evolution of Singapore's 
primary school textbook since its independence. 
Through their installation, the artists invited their 
viewers to embark on a journey through time to 
see what they can discover. 

‘The Flip Side’, created by Biyun, Weiling and 
Phyllis, was an interactive installation, which 
likened the competitive nature and winning 
factors of the country eraser game to our 
Singapore Education System. By inviting viewers 
to participate in this “School flag” game, the 

artists challenged the audience to ponder upon 
the common perceptions on the inequality of 
education. What are the factors that contribute 
to one’s results? Does the “brand” of your eraser 
really matter?

“The Promise” by Noraini, Radin and Suhaila, 
was a typographic shadow art installation that 
requires interaction between the environment and 
the artwork to allow the words to be magically 
unravelled. The words were intentionally made 
unrecognisable to allow viewers to pause and 
take a closer look. 

Belle, Carolyn Chan and Audrey constructed 
‘Good Morning! 祝君早安’. Thomas Edison once 
said, “Genius is one percent inspiration and 99 
percent perspiration”. Nation building and any 
pursuit of goals and dreams are therefore not 
without the shedding of sweat and blood. “Good 
Morning 祝君早安” aimed to remind the audience 
of the hard work and perspiration of everyday 
people who have contributed to nation-building in 
their own ways.

Another thought-provoking installation artwork, 
‘Point of View’, conceptualised by Suriana, Carolyn 
Poon and Ching Ching, used the dynamics of 
anamorphic perception to depict Singapore’s core 
values. Viewers were welcome to respond to the 
meaning of the installation by searching for the 
right perspective to view the image.  

An outdoor installation artwork by Farah, Liyana 
and Deline, titled- ‘Rainbow Connections’, was 
created as a social cartography, physically 
mapping individual networks. The colourful yarns 
of different thickness and texture represented the 
diversity in humans. The site-specific installation 
was located outdoors, exposing it to harsh 
natural elements. It reflected the truth of our 
lives, where we are exposed to and affected 
by a world of uncertainty and ambiguity.  The 
works also highlighted the theme, ‘One yarn 
alone breaks easily, but more yarns intertwined 
together provide unity in strength' - just like how 

one person alone cannot achieve much, but when 
there are close connections among people, more 
can be achieved as we work together towards 
nation building in Singapore.

The brilliance of each teacher shining selflessly, 
fostering a bond of unity, while inspiring one 
another to stay steadfast to one’s dream in face 
of challenges was portrayed in the ‘The Journey 
Within’, which was assembled by Syiqin, Sidah 
and Gim Fang. This installation celebrated the 

21 unique and diverse individuals embarking on 
a journey of discovery; reminding us that the bond 
of friendship will always remain, and inspiring us 
to pursue our dreams to greater heights!

Impian - a dream was one exhibition that brought 
us together, as we conceptualised the installation 
works and learned from one another. It was 
indeed an inspirational experience where 21 
teachers from different parts of the island came 
together to realise their dreams.
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Photo is contributed by the 
Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group 

For more information about professional development at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

Teachers from the Advanced Diploma in Primary Art Education (class of August 2015) with the Guest-of-Honour, 
Dr Susie Lingham (fifth from the left, front-row)

Photo contributed by: Ms Sharifah Zalina

IMPIAN - a dream art exhibition 
by Ms Suriana Mohamed (Punggol View Primary School) and 
Ms Lee Gim Fang (Lianhua Primary School)

'The Flip Side', an interactive installation at the 
Art Exhibition, Impian-a dream.

MUSIC – a graduation bond
by Asst/P Lum Chee Hoo

As part of the graduation requirement for the Advanced 
Diploma (Music), the in-service primary music teachers 
were tasked to put up a concert performance of about 
45 minutes in length at the end of the course. The key 
objective was to allow the in-service teachers to be 
in-touch and to build on their musical skills both as 
a solo and ensemble musicians, and to widen their 
musical palette.  Practical musical exposure during 
the duration of the course, including playing in an 

Indonesian gamelan and jamming in a pop band; brought the in-service teachers closer to local live 
musical practices, so that they may brought these experiences back into their general music classroom. 
Self-organised musical ensembles including the use of handbells, ukuleles, recorders and acapella 
singing as performance items for the concert, also brought the in-service teachers’ expertise together, 
where they were able to share and learn from one another, building a healthy community of practice.  
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Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning

ICT0417 Design Thinking: Tools and Methods 27 Jun 16 28 Jun 16

ICT03xx Assessment Literacy courses (3 courses) 29 Jun 16 22 Jul 16

ICT0507 Applied Statistics in Educational Research 12 Jul 16 15 Jul 16

ICT0414 Authentic Learning 20 Jul 16 20 Jul 16

Humanities

IHS10xx Nurturing Inquiring Minds: Social Studies (3 courses) 24 May 16 29 Jun 16

IHS2213 Field-based Learning at Little India for Upper Secondary 
Geography Syllabuses 24 May 16 25 May 16

Mathematics

IME2035 Algebra in Secondary Elementary Mathematics 30 May 16 31 May 16

IME2034 Statistics and Probability in Secondary Elementary 
Mathematics 01 Jun 16 03 Jun 16

IME2069 Teaching of Trigonometry in Sec Additional Mathematics 20 Jun 16 22 Jun 16

IME1038 Helping Children Make Sense of Data Handling 22 Jun-16 23 Jun 16

IME2041 Teaching of Calculus in Secondary Additional Mathematics 23 Jun 16 24 Jun 16

IME2008 Mathematical Modelling for Secondary Mathematics 28 Jun 16 19 Jul 16

IME4516 Problem Solving Heuristics in Upper Primary Mathematics 12 Jul 16 02 Aug 16

IME1040 Promoting Metacognition in Primary School Children 07 Jul 16 04 Aug 16

Design and Technology

INS2115 Teacher-Pupil Coach Designer 03 May 16 16 May 16

INS20xx Material Processing for Beginning D&T Teacher (3 courses) 11 Jul 16 24 Aug 16

Physical Education

IPE0037 Strength and Conditioning for PE and Sports CCA Teachers 17 May 16 18 May 16

IPE0028 Psychological Preparation for Athletes in Sports (for Sports 
and CCA teachers) 19 May 16 20-May 16

IPE0026 Coaching Children in Sports 25 May 16 26 May 16

Social Emotional Learning

IPS0008 SEL: Empowering Student Social and Emotional 
Competencies and Lifeskills 16 May 16 17 May 16

IPS0003 SEL: Enhancing the Social and Emotional Competencies 
of Teachers 19 May 16 20 May 16

For more professional development courses at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

List of Professional Development courses from April to July 2016




