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Structure
The coursework for this specialisation comprises one 
core course, three required specialisation courses, one 
specialisation elective course, one open elective course 
plus either:
• a dissertation or
• two additional courses (one specialisation elective 

course and Integrative Project)
 Integrative Project is open only for applicants pursuing 

the degree totally by coursework.

Core Course
• Educational Inquiry

Required Specialisation Courses (Choose three)
• Curriculum: Theories and Issues
• Curriculum Designing: From Theory to Practice
• Theories and Perspectives of Assessment and Learning
• Understanding Teachers and Teaching: 
 Theory and Practice

Specialisation Elective Courses
(Choose one for dissertation route or two for 
coursework route)
A. Curriculum strand

• Curriculum Implementation: Major Concepts and 
Issues

• Curriculum and Programme Evaluation
• Differentiating Curriculum and Teaching for Diverse 

Learners
• Globalisation and Curriculum Reform

B. Assessment strand
• Theory and Practice of Authentic Assessment
• Assessment for Learning in Singapore: Critical 

Perspectives of Theory and Practice
• Assessment Leadership
• Student Involvement in Assessment for 

Empowerment and Learning
C. Teaching and Learning strand

• Narrative Inquiry in Curriculum, Pedagogy and 
Professional Development

• Research on Teaching and Teacher Learning
• Affirming Diversity and Culture in Teaching and 

Learning
• Theories and Perspective on Learning
• New Media and 21st Century Learning

One Open Elective Course 
The course is to be selected from any of the courses 
offered in NIE's Master's degree programmes.



The Master of Education in Curriculum and Teaching 
programme is offered by the Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning Academic Group in NIE. The programme aims 
to facilitate the growth of experienced educators who are 
committed to developing advanced professional 
knowledge in curriculum and teaching and who intend to 
assume leadership roles in their educational settings.

Specifically, the programme:
•  provides participants with the theoretical underpinnings of 

the curriculum-making process, from design and 
implementation to evaluation,

•  cultivates an openness of mind and a necessary criticality 
towards curriculum issues in local and international 
contexts, and 

•  develops an appreciation of the role and responsibilities of 
curriculum leaders in a changing global context, where 
education experience is marked by an urgent tension for 
both the holistic and the pragmatic 

The programme is primarily designed for educators 
working in Singapore schools and the Ministry of 
Education. Local and international university graduates 
with a background in education wishing to advance their 
knowledge and skills in leading curriculum innovation and 
development are also welcome to apply.

Since its inception, the programme has attracted a 
diversity of applicants including educators from 
postsecondary institutions, pre-school establishments, 
health care institutes and private learning enterprises, as 
well as a growing number of international participants 
from China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines. This makes our classrooms an exciting fora 
for passionate discussions across a range of disciplines 
and contexts.

Thinking of becoming 
a Curriculum Leader?

What students say about the
programme:
The programme left me with a deeper and greater 
understanding of educational and curricula issues. I loved 
the lectures, where different and multiple perspectives 
on core educational issues were always presented and 
debated.

Mr Krishnan (Ari) Aravinthan,
Principal, Bedok South Secondary School

The programme is a MUST if you have been thinking 
about what drives education systems and educators.
You'll embark on a journey of deep thinking on the daily 
issues present in our classrooms and schools.

Ms Foo Sheue Feng
Staff School Developer, Catholic High School

If you are interested in curriculum issues and are looking 
for an opportunity to stretch yourself intellectually, this 
programme will open up your mind and challenge you to 
think critically about aspects of curriculum and implications 
on our practice in school and as professionals.

Ms Leong Kai Ling
Curriculum Planning Officer, Curriculum Planning and 
Development Division, Ministry of Education

Applications may be made online. Hard copies of all 
supporting documents must be submitted within one week 
from the date of successful online submission.
 
For more information on application details, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/appl_course.htm

Entry Requirements
• A good Bachelor's degree from a recognised university
• A teaching qualification such as the NIE’s Postgraduate Diploma 

in Education and at least one year of teaching experience, 
 or 
 at least three years of teaching experience or other relevant    

working experience in education

International applicants whose first language is not English and 
graduates of universities with non-English medium of instruction 
are required to submit an official Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) or International English Language Testing 
System (IELTS) score. Test dates must be within the last two 
years before the date of your application.

For more information, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/med_ct 
or e-mail us at nieadmpp@nie.edu.sg

The programme may be completed in one year full-time 
study (Coursework only), or two years full-time study 
(Coursework plus dissertation), or in two to four years on a 
part-time basis.

If you are looking to develop a broader base of curriculum 
decision-making capacities through widening and 
deepening your understanding of curriculum possibilities 
and expanding your dialogue with curriculum practitioners 
from diverse settings, then this programme is suitable for 
you. Come and join us for an immersion into the world of 
curriculum and teaching.


