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A Message From The Editor

READER’S CONTRIBUTION
If you know of anyone who has displayed attributes of 
“Learning Differently, Leading Change”, do send us their story to 
niegpl@nie.edu.sg.  We will be in touch with you very soon! 
However, the editorial team reserves the right to edit and publish 
the article.

Follow NIEGPL 

With much emphasis placed by 
the government on building 
deep expertise in the Singapore 
workforce, enabling individuals 
to make informed learning 

and career choices, NIE’s 
programmes and courses might 

just be the answer to your questions 
on your own lifelong learning journey. So, how can we 
facilitate and help shape your developmental voyage?

Visit us at the NIE Postgraduate Fair on 13 May 2018! 
There will be face-to-face interactions and sharing 
sessions with faculty members, students and alumni 
to provide you with a better understanding of our 
programmes and courses. 

In this issue, through the testimonies of our faculty 
members, students and alumni, you will have glimpses 
on why NIE was chosen as their research and academic 
home bases.  Thus, you can make evidence-based 
decisions on the programme of your selection.

Happy reading!  

 
CHIEF EDITOR 
Assoc Prof Shirley Lim

Associate Dean
Research Grants Management
Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL)

►	Conferences

 31 May 2018 
Mathematics Teachers Conference 2018
Big Ideas in Mathematics
Venue: National Institute of Education, Singapore
math.nie.edu.sg/ame/mtc2018

 19-21 Jun 2018 
International Science Education Conference 2018
Venue: National Institute of Education, Singapore
www.isec2018singapore.org

 20-22 Jun 2018 
Early Childhood Leadership Summit
“Reaching In; Bringing Out”
Venue: Conference Centre, Dover Campus 
United World College of Southeast Asia 
1208 Dover Road
https://rethasia.com/ecls/

 4-5 Sep 2018 
CATL Colloquium 2018
Venue: National Institute of Education, Singapore
www.nie.edu.sg/catl-colloquium-2018
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As part of our “Getting-To-Know” series, we had a conversation with Vimallan Manokara, to find out 
how the programme had boosted his career prospects.

►	Please share with us your professional life’s journey thus far and at which point 
in your career did you aspire to do a higher degree programme?    
I have been a practising Psychologist with the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore 
(MINDS) for more than six years.  In my third year, I decided to develop myself professionally and 
improve my skills as a Psychologist, and so, I decided to pursue my master’s.  It was clear to me 
that this would be an important step in my career as a Psychologist.   

►	 What attracted 
you to your chosen 
programme at NIE?
Being a competent 
Psychologist involves 
being both a practitioner 
as well as a scientist.  
Hence, I was looking for 

a programme that emphasised coursework, practical training and research.  Furthermore, I wanted 
a programme that provided intensive training in psychological testing.  The rigourous and holistic 
structure of the Master of Arts (Applied Psychology) with a specialisation in Counselling Psychology 
programme allowed me to achieve both of these objectives.  

►	How would you describe your interactions with NIE faculty members?
NIE’s academic staff were all very supportive throughout the programme.  They fully understand 
the challenges of balancing both work and studies and their advice and guidance along the way 
was invaluable.  

►	 Could you share with us some 
interesting facets of your programme?
I thought my time working on my dissertation 
was an interesting one that was exciting and 
stimulating, although tedious at times.  Looking 
back, I am thankful for that experience, as working 
on it has made me a better applied researcher.  I 
also remember how my course-mates and I used 
to support and encourage one another and this 
social support was very important in keeping me 
going during challenging times.  

►	What was the best part of being a student at NIE?
I did the programme full-time while continuing my work on a part-time basis.  I think the flexibility 
NIE gives students to complete their programmes was a big plus point.  I would say that the higher 
degree experience in NIE gave me a platform to not only achieve my academic goals but also to 
build positive and enriching relationships.

►	Has the programme been beneficial to you in bringing forth changes in your 
organisation?
Since the completion of my master’s programme, under the newly established MINDS Institute 
of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (MIIDD), I have assumed a new role as Applied 
Research Fellow/Senior Practitioner (Psychology).  This unique dual role requires me to deliver 
both sector-wide applied research and clinical practice.  The programme allowed me to work 
towards my formal registration as a practising Psychologist and hence improves my professional 
standing as a clinician.  The knowledge, skills and experience gained during my master’s training 
have also groomed me to become a thought and practice leader in both applied research as well 
as clinical practice.  It has enabled me to drive evidence-based practice and applied research in the 
organisation to improve service delivery and, ultimately, quality of life of our clients.

►	Would you recommend the programme to someone else? What would you say 
about it?
Most certainly!  If you are looking for a recognised Psychology master’s programme that balances 
rigour, relevance, flexibility and credibility, this programme ticks all boxes.

Since the completion of my master’s programme, 
I have assumed a new role as Applied Research Fellow/
Senior Practitioner (Psychology)... ...The knowledge, skills 
and experience gained during my master’s training have 
also groomed me to become a thought and practice leader 
in both applied research as well as clinical practice.
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FROM A PRACTISING 
PSYCHOLOGIST TO A 
SENIOR PRACTITIONER
with Vimallan Manokara, currently working as an Applied 
Research Fellow/Senior Practitioner (Psychology) with 
MINDS Institute of Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (MIIDD) and is a Master of Arts (Applied 
Psychology) graduate.

 Getting-to-Know-Series

For more information about Master of Arts (Applied Psychology) at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/maap

Vimallan Manokara with his family at the graduation ceremony.



As part of our “Getting-To-Know” series, we had a conversation with Prof Kaur, to find out what 
made NIE such a special place in her life.

►	What research area do you specialise in? 
How does it impact your work at NIE?     

My research is mainly in the area of mathematics 
pedagogy.  Unpacking the complexity of the teaching 
and learning processes that mathematics teachers 
engage in is an engaging process.  My research 
directly impacts my work with school teachers 
who are enrolled in NIE’s pre-service, in-service 
or higher degree programmes, as it contributes to 

the core of mathematics education.  

►	How did your interest in the research area 
come about? 

At heart, I am a mathematics teacher.  Though I was only a 
secondary school mathematics teacher for 8 years prior to my joining 

the then Institute of Education in 1989, my love for the teaching and learning of mathematics 
has taken me thus far.  I have been actively pursuing my passion for the last 30 years at NIE.

►	Why is NIE a good place for you to do your work? 
NIE has been a good place for me to work as I have opportunities to work with school teachers, 
their students and most importantly, shape the mathematics teacher education in Singapore.  
As an institute of distinction, NIE’s professors are also sought internationally for their 
contributions and this has provided me with significant opportunities to work with international 
peers on studies like the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and 
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA).  

►	What does NIE offer to higher degree 
students that is unique? 
NIE provides its higher degree students with a 
rigorous programme of study which is embedded in a 
friendly and nurturing environment.  Most of our students 
are school teachers who have responsibilities in their schools.

►	What have you learnt from your students?
Working with my students has allowed me to appreciate the constraints 
within which they attempt to do their best for their studies at NIE.  They 
persevere and constantly look to me for guidance.  Whilst observing my students 
juggle school, family and studies, I have constantly searched for ways to be a better guide.

►	What advice would you 
give to those who would 
like to pursue a higher 
degree programme? 
You must be passionate about 
what you wish to pursue! All 
higher degree programmes 
at NIE are rigorous but you can rest assured that the faculty is nurturing.  A good work ethic 
coupled with perseverance and resilience will lead to success.

FROM EDUCATOR TO RESEARCHER: 
A FORMULA TO IMPACT TEACHING
with Prof Berinderjeet Kaur, currently a Professor with the Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education (MME) Academic Group.

NIE provides its higher degree students 
with a rigorous programme of study which 
is embedded in a friendly and nurturing 
environment.  

For more information on postgraduate programmes offered by the 
Mathematics and Mathematics Academic Group at NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/our-people/academic-groups/mathematics-and-
mathematics-education/programmes#postgraduate-programmes

Mathematics Teachers 
Conference 2018

Big Ideas in Mathematics

31 May 2018

Visit math.nie.edu.sg/ame/mtc2018
 for more information.
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LIGHTS UP! 
FUTURISTIC FARMING

Besides pedagogical researchers, we also have many content-based researchers.  Next, we feature 
Assoc Prof He’s research that relates to food security and sustainability in Singapore. 

►	What research area(s) do you specialise in? How does it impact your work at NIE?   
I am a plant physiologist. The research areas that I am currently working on are:   
1) Photosynthesis (chlorophyll fluorescence, Rubisco protein and carbohydrate metabolism); 
2) Shoot-root communication (Carbon partitioning, nutrient uptake and N metabolism); 
3) Effects of root-zone temperature and root-zone CO2

 enrichment on temperate vegetable crops 
grown in the tropics; 

4) Physiology of tropical orchids and orchid conservation in Singapore; and 
5) Vertical farming systems for vegetable production. 
My research areas are highly relevant to not only biological education in Singapore, but also food 

security and sustainable living in Singapore. The knowledge and new 
findings that my research generates form the basis of sustainable 

development of various teaching materials for effective 
teaching and learning, in the areas of food security and 

sustainable living. 

►	How did your interest in the research 
areas come about?

My interest in these research areas can be traced 
back to my personal experience. I worked as a 
farmer after I finished my 10-year basic education 
during the Cultural Revolution in China in 1976. 
There, I witnessed the poverty of Chinese farmers 
during the two years I was staying with a very poor 
family. I chose biology as my university degree 
when I was 18 years old, as my ambition was to 

become a biology teacher or a researcher 
in plant sciences who could make 
contributions to overcome rural poverty.  

►	 Could you share with us 
some interesting facets of your 
research areas? 
I was able to grow temperate vegetables 
in a tropical greenhouse all year round by 
cooling only their roots. I was also able 
to grow vegetables vertically indoors just 
by using LED lighting, without the need 
for sunlight.

►	Why is NIE a good place for you to do your work? 
I appreciate the organisational support and recognition. I have worked in NIE for more than 20 years 
and I have always felt supported and valued. 

►	What does NIE offer to higher degree students that is unique? 
NIE is able to offer higher degree programmes by research and coursework in both academic 
subjects and professional development. The higher degree programmes offered by NIE is unique 
in its diversity and richness, allowing the students to plan their individual educational experience in 
accordance with their career aspirations.

►	What have you learned from your students? 
I have benefitted from my students’ curiosity and original thoughts. While anticipating and addressing 
students’ challenging questions, I have put in a great amount of effort searching for new knowledge.  
Indirectly, I gain new knowledge through students’ questions and interactions during or after my 
classes and laboratory work. 

►	What advice would you give to those who would like to pursue a higher degree 
programme? 
Determination is linked to intrinsic interest, and motivation is the key to success. 

with Assoc Prof He Jie, currently an Associate 
Professor with the Natural Sciences & Science 
Education (NSSE) Academic Group.
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For more information on postgraduate programmes offered by the Natural 
Sciences & Science Education Academic Group at NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/our-people/academic-groups/natural-sciences-and-
science-education#programmes

International 
Science Education 
Conference 2018

19-21 June 2018

Visit 
www.isec2018singapore.org
 for more information.
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 Participants at the pre-
conference workshops.  

 
Higher degree student, Teresa 
presenting a poster at the GSC 2017

1 2

3

Graduate Student Conference 2017 
A CONFLUENCE OF IDEAS 2.0

27 and 28 October 2018 marked the dates of the sixth Graduate Student Conference, and for the 
first time since the annual graduate student conference series began, the conference took place 
over two days. 

The keynote speaker was Dr Muhammad 
Nazir bin Amir, our very own NIE PhD 
graduate and a Master Teacher from the 
Academy of Singapore Teachers, Ministry 
of Education. Dr Nazir, an established 
Science Educator, shared how the learning 
of science can be brought to life and made 
more exciting. To illustrate his point, the 
balloons, flying across Lecture Theatre 2 
during the keynote address, were part of 
a physics lesson on elasticity and air flow, 
among other relevant concepts. Through 
this striking demonstration, he also drew relevance to the theme of “A Confluence of Ideas” as he 
elucidated the tremendous potential for learning to be impactful when teachers of different subjects 
come together to co-create lessons that cross disciplines.

All attendees received a limited edition conference t-shirt, designed by one of the members of the 
student committee. This was a great hit with the students and many of them wore the conference 

Asst Prof Adrian Kee, Assistant Dean, Higher Degrees By Research (first from the left) and Assoc Prof Ang Keng Cheng, 
Associate Dean, Higher Degrees (first from the right), with GSC 2017 committee members.

For easy access to information and community features that support 
knowledge sharing for graduate students and faculty, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/hdconnect

t-shirt, which added to the overall 
atmosphere. As it was a typical muggy 
Singapore day, the ice-cream provided 
was also a welcome cool treat. 

Some 240 higher degree students, 
faculty members, and students from 
overseas universities participated 
in this year’s event. A series of pre-
conference workshops were featured on 27 October, 
with all workshops being fully subscribed. These 
workshops provided participants with a chance to 
learn about statistics, academic writing, and coding 
in R, to name a few.

The main conference programme on 28 October 
included oral and poster presentations, which 
facilitated an excellent opportunity for close and 
friendly interactions. The highlight of the afternoon session was 
the nerve-wrecking Three-Minute Thesis (3MT) competition, 
where a total of 15 participants spoke succinctly and edu-
entertained the audience on the topic of their research passion. 
This year’s winner was Mr Jesudas Menon from Physical 
Education and Sports Science (PESS) Academic Group, 
who most persuasively convinced the judges that one’s post-
exercise diet matters!

Overall, the conference was a success, with students and 
faculty alike benefitting from the diverse range of topics and 
issues presented, and many new friendships formed.Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Graduate Studies and Professional 

Learning (GPL) presenting a token of appreciation to Dr Nazir.
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We took the opportunity to check in with some of our international students on why they 
chose to study in our sunny island, Singapore and why NIE: 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME

NIE has been ranked as one of the top 20 
education institutions in the world and top 3 in Asia 

by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking

Singapore is a friendly and close neighbor to Thailand. The airport, 
transportation, food, cleanliness, diversity and culture have 
attracted me to explore more of this nation. Singapore also has 
a high reputation for education, I was tempted to learn from the 
place where it produces quality education and educators, and 
this was why I chose NIE.

~ Krit Niramittham, Doctor in Education student 
from Bangkok, Thailand

Singapore is a mix-cultural country with people from different 
races and religions and NIE is a good place to learn education.

~ Xie Hongyan, Master of Arts (Teaching Chinese as an 
International Language) student from China

Mid-Autumn Festival, which is also endearingly known as the Mooncake Festival or Lantern Festival 
in Singapore, is celebrated with the gifting of mooncakes and carrying of lanterns. Following the 
successful turnout at the previous Celebrate with Dean session, our Higher Degree students were 
treated to a snowskin mooncake making session on 5 October 2017 to celebrate the Mid-Autumn 
Festival together.
 
Fifteen students participated in the mooncake making session. One student even brought along her 
6 year-old son who was visiting her from China. It was indeed a heart-warming sight, as traditionally, 
the Mid-Autumn Festival is a day for family and friends to come together when the moon is the 
biggest, brightest and roundest.
 
For many, this was the first time they tried their hands at making mooncakes. Initially, it appeared 
daunting. However, after Mrs Chang-Tan Wey Ling, 
Head, Admin/GPL, brought them through the steps, it 
did not seem as daunting afterall.  Making the snowskin 
mooncakes was easy as it did not require any baking. 
The Natural Sciences and Science Education (NSSE) 
Academic Group (AG) very graciously allowed the use 
of their Food Lab which was equipped with all the 
required utensils, measuring materials, and most 
importantly, refrigerators! 
 
After an hour or so of meticulous measuring and kneading of ingredients, the participants finally 
completed their own snowskin mooncakes.  All of them felt that it was a day well-spent, with 
mooncakes to bring home to show for their efforts!

Students Engagement: 

SNOWSKIN MOONCAKE MAKING SESSION 
WITH HIGHER DEGREE STUDENTS

The Students Engagement on 5 October 2017 with Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) 
(2nd row, 1st from the right) and Assoc Prof Tan Aik Ling, Assistant Dean, Professional Development (3rd row, first from the right). 

I first became interested in Singapore schools because of the success 
Singapore students experience on international assessments for 
mathematics. I was interested in learning about Singapore schools, 

curriculum, and the belief system of teachers and students in regards 
to mathematics. The course that I took in NIE was helpful for my 

research because it focused on a comparative study of Singapore’s 
curriculum to the curriculum of other countries. It allowed me to better 
understand the components that influence curriculum choices in both 

Singapore and the USA.
~ Katie Bueker-Sibbitt, a recipient of the Fullbright Distinguished 

Awards in Teaching Programme, a non-graduating student from the 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, USA. 
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I feel that the LEP experience has been a 
highly engaging and personal leadership 
journey for each of the 22 of us this year. 
Over the course of six months, my course-
mates and I were engaged in many well-
facilitated activities where our assumptions 
were challenged, our core beliefs reinforced, 
our knowledge and skills enhanced, and our 
resolve to the calling as educational leaders 
was strengthened.

The thoughtful design of the programme 
provided a balanced rigour to our learning. 
The content-rich structured courses allowed 
for in-depth discussions on educational 
theories and philosophies; and the syndicate 
meetings led by experienced educators 
allowed us to consolidate our learning with 

our course-mates. I found the rich debates on raw and real dilemmas faced by school leaders 
during these sessions most valuable as it triggered us to reflect deeply on what it meant for us to 
lead learning, lead change and lead nationally.

Through the programme, I have grown to appreciate the complexities in issues, find value in 
tensions, understand educational theories and philosophies better, and most importantly to me, 
developed greater clarity in my voice as a school leader. At the end of the LEP journey, I have 
come to realise that it is not about how much more I now know as an educator and leader, but 
about what and how much I value… in education, in others and in myself.  As such, I now feel 
more balanced and brave as I continue my journey as a school leader.

SHARING ON MY LEP EXPERIENCE
by Ms Tabitha Wong, currently the Principal at Teck Whye Primary School and 
Valedictorian of the Leaders in Education programme (LEP) 2017 and recipient of the Lee 
Kuan Yew Award.

For more information about Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) programme at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/mls

For more information about Leaders in Education Programme (LEP) 
at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/lep

Though MLS was a 17-week 
programme, its impact was 
definitely far reaching.  The 
programme gave me the 
opportunity to reconnect to my 
core purpose as an educator 
and teacher leader; and 
provided me with a renewed 
hope and perspective in what 
I was called upon to do. 

I am thankful for being able 
to be a participant of MLS, 
not only because of the 
friendships and camaraderie forged over the months; but also the deep learning that came about 
from the honest sharing amongst the course-mates and knowledge brought forth by the various 
tutors and lecturers as well. All of us, regardless of our backgrounds and the schools we came 
from, be it mainstream, government, independent, autonomous or special schools; had come 
together, committed to a common purpose of edifying and strengthening one another. 

From the lectures to the tutorials, from the learning journeys to the online and offline conversations 
with my fellow course-mates, I was able to reflect deeply on my role as a key personnel. 

Thus, I am blessed to be given the chance to rediscover the importance of striving in becoming 
better versions of myself, to learn to give without the expectation of getting something tangible in 
return and to volunteer my time because it would create a positive impact on others. These would 
cause a chain reaction in the grander scheme of things. 

MLS REFLECTION
by Mrs Faith Tan Ching Hun, currently the Head of Department of Character and 
Citizenship Education at Outram Secondary School and graduate of the Management and 
Leadership in Schools (MLS) programme July 2017.

From left: Prof Tan Oon Seng, , Director, NIE; Mdm Faith Wong, recipient  of 
Dr Ruth Wong Gold Medal and Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Graduate Studies and 

Professional Learning (GPL) .
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List of Professional Development courses in June to October 2018

For more information about professional development courses at NIE, 
please view the PD Catalogue at www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pdcatalogue

Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date
Curriculum, Teaching & Learning

ILS0013 Introduction to Instructional Design 4 Jun 18 4 Jun 18

ICT0417 Design Thinking: Tools and Methods 28 Jun 18 29 Jun 18

ICT0216 Differentiated Instruction (DI) in Secondary Subject-Based 
Banding (SBB) for SBB Teachers

2 runs starting:
● 3 Jul 18 
● 27 Jul 18

ICT0306 Assessment Literacy 2.1: Assessment and Learning 3 Jul 18 11 Jul 18

ICT0324 Nurturing Self-Regulated Learners through Assessment 
Practices 4 Jul 18 1 Aug 18

ICT0320 Assessment Literacy 2.4: Effective Questioning and 
Feedback as AfL Strategies 5 Jul 18 13 Jul 18

ICT0325 Assessment Literacy 2.3: Designing Quality Alternative 
Assessments and Associated Rubrics 9 Jul 18 30 Jul 18

ICT0315 CATL Colloquium 2018 4 Sep 18 5 Sep 18

Design & Technology

INS2144 Refresher on Machining Skills III (Teak - Brass) 
2 runs starting:
● 3–5 Jul 18 
● 9–11 Jul 18

INS2145 Refresher on Machining Skills IV (Jelutong - Copper)

3 runs starting:
● 10–12 Sep 18 
● 17–19 Sep 18
● 24–26 Sep 18

INS2162 Facilitating Pupils in Designing in the 2019 D&T US T&L 
Syllabus 1 Oct 18 12 Oct 18

INS2141 Design-and-Make III (Scamper!) 29 Oct 18 31 Oct 18

Early Childhood & Special Needs Education

IEC4004 Autism Spectrum Disorders: Characteristics and Classroom 
Intervention 24 Jul 18 26 Jul 18

IEC4019 Engaging Students with Special Needs in Mainstream 
Classrooms 21 May 18 22 May 18

IEC0014 Engaging Parents: A Practical Approach (for Beginning 
Teachers)

Various dates between 
May – Jul 2018

IEC0015 Engaging Parents: A Practical Approach (for Experienced 
Teachers) 21 Jun 18 22 Jun 18

IEC4020 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: Characteristics and 
Classroom Intervention 30 Jul 18 27 Aug 18

IEC4014 Emotional/Behavioural Disorders: Characteristics and 
Classroom Intervention 9 Jul 18 11 Jul 18

IEC4003 Learning Disabilities: Characteristics and Classroom Intervention 19 Jul 18 13 Aug 18

Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date
English Language

IEL2070 Interpreting Drama Texts through Performance 26 Jul 18 26 Jul 18

IEL2071 Understanding Drama as Text and Performance 27 Jul 18 27 Jul 18

Mathematics

IME6023 Problem Solving and the Teaching of Problem Solving 4 Jun 18 14 Jun 18

IME2089 Problems in Real-World Context: Design, Implementation, 
Assessment 19 Jun 18 20 Jun 18

IME2055 Metacognition in the Mathematics Classroom 19 Jun 18 20 Jun 18

IME2086 Teaching H2 Further Mathematics: Statistics 29 Jun 18 3 Aug 18

IME2035 Algebra in Secondary Elementary Mathematics 9 Jul 18 30 Jul 18

IME1046 Geometry: Developing Spatial Visualisation (Upper Primary) 10 Jul 18 31 Jul 18

IME2095 Teaching A-Level Mathematics Using Real-World Contexts 13 Jul 18 3 Aug 18

IME2041 Teaching of Calculus in Secondary Additional Mathematics 13 Jul 18 3 Aug 18

Science

INS2155 Teaching the Revised H3 Chemistry 1 Jun 18 3 Sep 18

INS2129 Theory and Teaching of Modern Physics 6 Jun 18 7 Jun 18

INS2154 Sensory Evaluation 21 Jun 18 21 Jun 18

INS4408 Assessment in Primary Science 27 Jun 18 10 Oct 18

INS1015 An Integrated Thematic Approach to Teaching Primary 
Science 10 Jul 18 11 Jul 18

INS4404 Cycles in Primary Science 25 Jul 18 3 Oct 18

INS4402 Topics in Physical Science for Primary Science Teaching 31 Jul 18 30 Oct 18

INS4401 Topics in Biological Science for Primary Science Teaching 5 Aug 18 5 Nov 18

INS2097 Inquiry Chemistry for Secondary School 18 Sep 18 19 Sep 18
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NIE is committed to providing the finest educational experience to all our participants on our 
professional development and continuing education programmes. In 2015, at the recommendations 
of the Professional Development Quality Assessment (PDQA) working group, GPL implemented 
the NIE PDQA Framework to support the processes associated with high quality programming of 
professional development (PD) and continuing education programmes. As part of this framework, 
GPL is to engage an external consultant every three years to validate the framework and the quality 
assurance processes of PD programmes. 

Professor Toby Greany, Professor of Leadership and Innovation 
from the Institute of Education, University College London was 
invited as a consultant on an intensive 3-day programme (15 
- 17 Jan 2018) involving a site visit to review the processes 
of curriculum design, implementation, enactment and review 
of professional learning programmes, in accordance with the 
PDQA framework; and to determine the reporting and feedback 
procedures for the findings and recommendations from this 
validation exercise. During the visit, Prof Greany interviewed 
key stakeholders, including Heads of Academic Groups, 
PD Programme Leaders, Associate and Assistant Deans of 
Professional Development and also the Programme Manager 
of Professional Development, to gain a deeper understanding 
of our PDQA processes. There was also an intensive workshop 
where Prof Greany and PD Programme Leaders discussed the 

notion of what makes for good PD. As Prof Greany’s visit coincided with a visit by Professor Dennis 
Shirley to the Office of Education Research, there was also a session titled “The great pow-wow” 
where educational issues were discussed on a panel where NIE researchers and faculty had the 
opportunity to interact with both scholars. 

In addition to the academic interactions from the external validation visit, the findings from the 
validation exercise will help to ensure that we continue to provide the finest educational experience 
in our professional development and continuing education programmes.

EXTERNAL VALIDATION OF THE 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
QUALITY ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

For more information about professional development at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

Prof Toby Greany, Professor of 
Leadership and Innovation from the 

Institute of Education, University 
College London (left) with Assoc Prof 
Chang Chew Hung, Associate Dean, 
Professional Development (right).

Course Finder 

Looking to refresh and upgrade 
yourself professionally?

Search for professional development 
courses offered by NIE here.

www.nie.edu.sg/gtks

Have you ever wondered what it is like being a higher degree student or a professor in NIE?  Now you can, with 
our Getting to Know Series, an ongoing miniseries to let you know more about our most important asset - people.
Hear from our students, professors and alumni to find out what NIE is about!

www.nie.edu.sg/course-finder
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JOINT GRADUATION CEREMONY 
FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMMES

On 2 November 2017, 86 teachers and allied educators graduated from four Diploma/Advanced 
Diploma programmes at NIE:
• Diploma in Physical Education (In-service)
• Advanced Diploma in Primary Art Education
• Advanced Diploma in Primary Music Education
• Advanced Diploma in Special Education

This joint graduation ceremony is an annual event where we celebrate the completion of a milestone 
in our graduand’s journey of professional development. These graduands are currently serving as 
teachers or allied educators in the mainstream or Special Education schools in Singapore. They 
took time off their busy schedules in order to embark on these programmes that provided additional 
professional training to equip them with the knowledge, skills and values required for their roles in 
their classrooms.

NIE offers a broad range of professional learning opportunities for educators in Singapore that 
allows teachers to advance both academically and professionally. Teachers form the central pillar of 
our education system; and the quality of any education system, its output and outcomes, depends 
very much on the strength of our teaching force. Developing and unleashing the potential of every 
teacher is integral to NIE as the flagship teacher education institute in Singapore. 

In considering the continuum of lifelong learning for teachers, NIE is both the base camp and the 
summit of the teacher education journey. NIE is involved intimately with teacher education from 
pre-service through to in-service professional development. It is a journey that many teachers in 

Graduands from the Diploma in Physical Education (In-service) programme with NIE faculty members

Singapore are familiar with.  NIE works very closely with the Academy of Singapore Teachers 
in determining professional development programme offerings so that the programmes meet the 
needs of teachers.

Throughout the learning journey of all our graduands, we saw the passion and conviction that each 
individual has to make a difference in the lives of their students. This was heartwarming and served 
as a strong motivating force for all of us at NIE. We congratulate each and every graduand on the 

successful completion of their programmes.

As educators, our job is not just about 
teaching our kids the skills to learn and 
survive but it is about getting them to believe 
in themselves; that they can achieve anything 
regardless of their special needs if they put their 
heart and mind to it. Our job is to constantly 
coach them to believe in themselves.  

~ Valedictorian Mr Muhammad Suhairi Bin Subarjo,
Advanced Diploma in Special Education graduate

For more information about professional development at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd
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