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Critical, reflective and practical learning

Brought to you By

When Ms Sharifah Farah Syed Mahamood 
Aljunied was tasked to revise the curriculum 
for Islamic subjects for madrasah under 
Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura’s (MUIS) 
joint madrasah system, she did not just 
work with her team to oversee the changes, 
she also enrolled for a master’s degree. 

The 39-year-old Deputy Director of 
Curriculum and Youth Development at 
MUIS said: “I felt that the training and 
experiences I had were insufficient for me 
to lead such a big project.”

In January 2012, Ms Farah signed up 
for a Master of Education in Curriculum 
and Teaching (MEd C&T) at the National 
Institute of Education (NIE), Nanyang 
Technological University. 

This is her second master’s degree. 
She graduated with a master’s degree 
in Sociology from London School of 
Economics (LSE) in 2008. Ms Farah also 
has a bachelor’s degree in Communication 
and Islamic Revealed Knowledge from 
Islamic International University and a 
second bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education from University of Southern 
Australia. 

Ms Fa ra h chose the M Ed C&T 
programme at NIE because of its flexibility 
and wide range of courses. She liked that 
it gave her opportunities to interact with a 
broad network of educational professionals, 
scholars and experts whom she could share 
and exchange ideas with.

NIE is Singapore’s only teacher 
education institution, and Ms Farah wanted 
to be exposed to the latest educational 
trends, developments and practices.

She said: “The MEd C&T programme 
helps me in my day-to-day work. It 
encourages me to look at why things are 
being done in a certain way and how I may 
do things differently.” 

a worth while experience

As a high-powered career woman and a 
mother of two teenage girls, Ms Farah has 
to balance her time carefully among work, 
studies and family. She gets support and 
confidence boosts from her family, friends, 
course mates and lecturers. 

Her organisation also supports her 
educational goals by granting her exam 
leave and time off to attend classes, which 
she does so at least twice a week. Despite 
her hectic schedule, Ms Farah says the 
relevance and richness of the reading 
materials and activities that she is exposed 
to in the course makes it all worthwhile. 

She said: “Going to class gives me great 

Taking a second master’s degree 
programme helped Ms  Farah  
understand more about  
curriculum development
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ideas for what I want and can do in my work. 
I really enjoy this three-in-one critical, 
reflective and practical programme.” 

Critical, reflective and practical — these 
three words are what define Ms Farah’s 
learning in the range of courses offered by 
the part-time MEd C&T programme. Many 
of the theories and topics discussed during 
lectures require her to be critical of her 
beliefs, values and practices. 

As such, Ms Farah is forced to come out 
of her comfort zone and reassess her stand 
and views. By doing that, she is able to open 
her eyes, mind and heart to the perspective 
of others and consider whether what she 
is doing truly meets the objectives and 
purposes that were set out. 

She added: “It makes us think about 
whose interests and needs we are 
addressing and whether we are addressing 
them in a fair manner.”

to apply what has been taught 

More than just enriching her knowledge and 
enhancing her critical thinking, Ms Farah 
likes that she can immediately practise 
what she has learnt to the materials and 
plans at work. 

Equipped with new skills, she is also able 
to implement changes in many areas of her 

job scope, be it pedagogy, subject or interest 
areas, teacher development or planning 
related matters. 

One example is the way she has planned 
her teachers’ development programmes.

She explained: “It is now done in a more 
nuanced manner as I work more closely 
with my school leaders and teachers, and 
have better understanding of some of the 
issues and how to resolve them. It has also 
given me new ideas on how some of our 
lessons can be conducted.”

to inspire and be inspired

Ms Farah will graduate in July this year. 
In the meantime, she enjoys sharing 
her learning with her team mates. Her 
lecturers’ knowledge and keen interest in 
the field of education have also inspired her 
to keep on learning.

She said: “The MEd C&T programme  
has given me access to knowledge and skills 
that I was not aware of. It has also provided 
me with a network of expert professionals 
whom I would not have met otherwise.”

She added: “I hope to have a deeper 
understanding of curriculum development 
work, and share and create interest 
in this area with my team mates and 
fellow teachers. I hope to develop a 
progressive curriculum that promotes 
‘creatical’ thinking and leadership in our 
students.”produced by the today special 

projects team
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 applications for the aug 2014 intake of 
the master of education (Curriculum and 
teaching) programme is currently open.  
for more information, visit  
www.nie.edu.sg/med_ct.

 to find out more about other 
programmes in the aug 2014 intake,  
visit www.nie.edu.sg/aug2014.

 Visit the graduate & Professional Learning 
open house at nie on march 1, 2014.  
Visit www.nie.edu.sg/gplopenhouse2014 
for more details.
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