
Profi table 
decision
Aspiring for a managerial 
role, accountant Eela Singai 
pursues a part-time MBA 
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WORKING part-time since she was 17 to 
pay for her education did not deter Ms Eela 
Singai Devi Paraniruva Singhan (right) 
from furthering her studies even after uni-
versity. 

To fulfil her dreams of becoming a top-
level businesswoman or even the chief fi-
nancial officer of a company, she pursued a 
Master of Business Administration (MBA) to 
attain the relevant skills needed.

Ms Eela says she decided to enrol in the 
MBA programme with The University of 
Adelaide (UoA) offered through the Ngee 
Ann-Adelaide (NAA) Education Centre as 
she wanted to broaden her knowledge, 
leadership and analytical skills.

She is on a bond-free scholarship with 
NAA, which allows her to focus better on 
her studies without having to worry about 
the programme fees.

The 28-year-old works as an accountant 
in the automobile industry and has to do 
extensive reading up on the coursework 
before attending classes on weekends. 

“Students are also expected to have the 
discipline and commitment to get together 
in groups on their own time to discuss and 
work on assignments and projects, some-
times after work or during weekends when 
there are no classes,” she says.  

An extra edge  
Time management is a challenge but she 
says embarking on this course was probably 
one of the best decisions she has ever made. 

One year into the two-year course — 
she will graduate in March next year — she 
says the course equips her with relevant 
skills for a managerial position in the fu-
ture, and she will be able to guide her team 

and improve processes within the work-
place. 

“An MBA covers all key aspects of busi-
ness management and is designed to ex-
tend one’s knowledge, skills and experi-
ence through the analysis of problems and 
challenges facing an organisation.

“As an accountant who has benefited 
immensely from the programme, I feel 
strongly that accountancy and business 
work closely hand in hand together in all 
environments, regardless of the industry 
type, its structure and size of the organisa-
tion,” she says. 

The reputation of UoA, which has con-
sistently been ranked in the top one per 
cent worldwide for research, and a five-star 
rated MBA programme, the highest rank 
given by the Graduate Management Asso-
ciation of Australia, were some of the fac-
tors that attracted her. 

The university’s business school was also 
awarded a five-year accreditation by inter-
national body, the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), an 
award given to only the top 5 per cent of 
business programmes in the world. 

NAA’s campus in Tank Road, off Clem-
enceau Avenue, is a convenient location 
for her. 

Comprehensive learning
Even though the programme is conduct-
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MR ANDY Wi’s (right) learning jour-
ney as an educator started more than 
a decade ago at National Institute of 
Education (NIE). Then 24, he was en-
rolled in NIE’s Diploma in Education 
Programme in 1999. Now 40, he is 
back at NIE, pursuing his doctorate 
studies. 

Returning to NIE for his postgrad-
uate studies was a natural choice. 

Says Mr Wi: “I graduated from 
NIE, which is a recognised teacher 
education institute that offers high-
quality and rigorous degree pro-
grammes with dedicated professors 
and lecturers.”

Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity’s Education programme, based at 
NIE, entered the global top 10 in the 
Quacquarelli Symonds subject rank-
ings for the first time this year. The 
annual rankings were released in 
April this year by the British com-
pany, which specialises in education 
and study abroad.

Mr Wi splits his time between ad-
junct teaching at Dunearn Secondary 
and his PhD research. 

His PhD research topic is on at the 
role of grassroots organisations in 
mitigating and adapting to climate 
change in Singapore. 

He is currently in the data col-
lection stage of his research. This 
involves interviewing ministers, 
grassroots organisation leaders and 
residents. He also holds discussions 
with various government agencies 
such as the National Environment 
Agency and the Housing Board. 
There is, naturally, plenty of heavy-
duty reading. Ploughing through 
countless articles and published 
works related to his research topic is 
par for the course.  

The right path
After graduating from NIE, the di-
ploma holder from Singapore Poly-
technic taught English, mathematics 
and science at St Anthony’s Primary 
School for a few years. 

Mr Wi’s PhD mentor, Associate 
Professor Chang Chew Hung, who 
was also his lecturer during his diplo-
ma in education programme, says: 
“Andy was certain he had chosen 
the right career path, but he couldn’t 
help feeling there was more that he 
could learn.” 

Mr Wi went on to enrol in a part-
time degree course at SIM University 
(UniSIM) in 2005, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
and Psychology in 2007. 

He then transferred to Dunearn 
Secondary School in 2009 where he 
taught English, geography and his-
tory. 

In 2010, the Shanghai Singapore 
International School offered him a 
chance to teach geography and Infor-
mation Computer Technology (ICT) 
to  its high school students. 

The overseas stint broadened his 
perspective about teaching and learn-
ing. Not only did he have to adapt 
to the students’ learning styles, he 
also had to familiarise himself with 
the curricula the school offered: the 
iGCSE and the International Bacclau-
reate. 

The experience provided valu-
able exposure, giving him the op-
portunity to interact with teachers 
and students from different cultural 
backgrounds. 

The teaching stint sparked his 
interest to pursue a master’s degree. 
Recalls Prof Chang, whom Mr Wi 
sought advice from: “Andy wanted 
to be more knowledgeable so that his 
students can benefit from his further 
studies, so I encouraged him to apply 
for the Masters by Research.” 

Mr Wi was accepted into the Mas-
ters by Research degree programme 
in 2012, which became the cru-
cial stepping stone to the PhD pro-
gramme. “When the research has 
progressed to a stage where the scope 
of work is of doctoral material, my 
supervisor proposed that it was time-
ly to apply for a conversion to PhD,” 
says Mr Wi, who will complete his 
PhD later this year. 

ed in Singapore, the curriculum, teaching 
staff and resources are on par with the 
Adelaide campus. 

The curriculum, course load and assess-
ments are same as the classes conducted 
in Adelaide and classes are kept small to 
facilitate lecturer-student interaction. 

Lecturers with industry experience and 
research background fly in to Singapore to 
conduct some classes. 

Ms Eela says: “I find that they are adept 
at translating real-life case studies and ex-
periences into relevant and topical class-
room experiences to share with the stu-
dents.”

She adds that coursework includes both 
case study projects and examinations. The 
content taught is broad-based and exposes 
students to international knowledge and 
experiences that lecturers share are always 
interesting to listen to as they are some-
times based on real-life case studies. 

She likes that classes are always engag-
ing, filled with exercises and games to 
promote students’ critical thinking in a 
competitive business environment. 

She recommends the programme to 
those interested in pursuing an MBA, add-
ing that it is “best suited for professionals 
who desire to further their postgraduate 
studies in a programme that boasts strong 
academic rigour and practical industry ap-
plications”.

Full circle

Mike Lee

CIVIL servant Mr Wilson Wee, 31, 
completed his long-time goal of fur-
ther studies while working as a section 
head in human resources.

Last year, the Nanyang Techno-
logical University alumnus earned 
his Master of Business Administration 
(MBA), awarded by Southern Cross 
University (SCU), Australia. He did 
the MBA programme part-time at the 
Management Development Institute 
of Singapore (MDIS).

The MBA equips graduates for mana-
gerial roles across a broad spectrum of 
industries in the public and private sec-
tors, such as business, finance, account-
ing, marketing, operations, human 
resource management, tourism man-
agement and corporate sustainability.

Says Mr Wee: “It has always been 
my aspiration to complete an MBA to 
gain insights to the works and func-
tions of the various portfolios a com-
pany will have.”

He chose SCU’s MBA programme 
for its broad range of subjects. Addi-
tionally, he liked the modules’ detailed 
assignments that aid subject under-
standing.

The programme curriculum con-
sists of modules such as strategic man-
agement, project management and 
information systems.

Quality of the teaching staff was 
also important to Mr Wee. The pro-
gramme is fully taught by qualified 
local lecturers, along with support-
ing workshops conducted by visiting 
Southern Cross University academic 
staff. All local lecturers are approved 
by Southern Cross University to teach 
MBA units.

He says the local lecturers were in-
sightful given their multinational cor-
poration experiences, whereas visiting 
academic staff further brought global 
perspectives. The teaching staff shared 

their knowledge and expertise beyond 
the prescribed lesson plans, which he 
found beneficial as well.

Studies were supported by the My-
SCU online services and resources, 
which made recordings and study ma-
terials easily accessible. Mr Wee notes 
that assignments can be conveniently 
submitted online too, fitting into the 
students’ busy lives.

The international marketing and 
human resource management mod-
ules stood out for him. 

He says: “International marketing 
fascinates me as I can relate it to eve-
ryday life — how an organisation pro-
motes its products and services as well 
as how consumers behave. 

“Human resource management, on 
the other hand, is relevant to my cur-
rent portfolio and provides insights to 
the depth and knowledge required for 
human resource management.”

Passion and determination was re-
quired to complete and excel in the 
programme, says Mr Wee. He was 
supported by his wife, who helped to 
look after their elder daughter during 
classes, which took place during week-
day nights and weekends, up to three 
times a week.

“My wife has been very understand-
ing and that has motivated me to fin-
ish my studies,” he says. 

“Time management, self-motiva-
tion and family support enabled me 
to succeed.”

The MBA programme has exceed-
ed his expectations. “I have gained a 
broad view of how a business func-
tions, from marketing, accounting 
and finance to strategic manage-
ment. The curriculum also covers 
areas that are directly relevant to me 
such as human resources, plus lead-
ing and managing people,” he says.

Fulfi lling 
aspirations

It has always been Mr Wee’s aspiration to complete an MBA. 
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Mr Wee says the programme has 
helped him put what he learnt into 
practice and value-add to his organi-
sation and career. As such, he has 
gained more confidence to take on 
higher appointments.

More important, he says, is the 
network he gained. “I got to make 
many friends from different indus-
tries and experiences, and we learned 
from each other throughout the 
studies,” he says.

SMU MBA
A true reflection of global connections.
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SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY MBA
Being strategically located in the central business district of Singapore, and with Asia leading the world's
economic growth, SMU is at the epicentre of global business. The SMU MBA programme is taught by a
world-class faculty comprising thought leaders from renowned universities and leading global companies. Class
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students are well equipped to face the real world of business.
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