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J ohn Dewey once said, “... no process, however 
scientific or perfected, has value apart from its effect 
upon the world outside the school.” In July 2014, 16 

school leaders and senior educators will bring new impetus 
to leadership as the first graduates from the inaugural 
Master of Arts in Leadership and Educational Change 
(MALEC), a one-year, full-time joint degree offered by two 
world-class institutions in partnership: National Institute of 
Education (NIE), Nanyang Technological University and 
Teachers College (TC), Columbia University.

The MALEC is positioned as a programme that seeks 
to nurture a new generation of educational leaders who 
are both organisational and curriculum leaders, open 
to multiple perspectives, are critically reflective and are 
sensitive to multiple contexts, diversity and difference 
as they develop and implement educational and school 
change and innovation. Conducted at NIE and co-
taught by accomplished senior faculty from TC and 
NIE, a highlight of the programme is the TC summer 
experience, which participants described as a thoroughly 
enriching summer course stay, and a key feature of the 
programme that would be both meaningful and attractive 
to prospective students.

Ms Reshu Aryal Dhungana (pictured right), Director 
of Program and Communications at Ullens Education 
Foundation, Nepal, described the MALEC programme 
as: “challenging but very original in ensuring a new kind 
of intellectual space for ideological negotiations and 
generation of rigorous and new ideas for education”. She 
says, “I would recommend the programme to anyone, 
in Singapore or anywhere else in the world considering 
taking up educational leadership roles or interested in 
understanding what education is for and how they might 
contribute to creating purposeful learning experiences 
and educational opportunities for children”. With new 
found sense of agency and conviction, Ms Reshu says 
she is more compelled than before in her mission to create 
opportunities for children to engage more meaningfully 
in life and learning, and support them in becoming self-
determining, socially and ecologically conscientious and 
knowledgeable individuals.

The Teachers college 
experience in singapore
By associate professor mary anne Heng, Curriculum, Teaching & Learning Academic Group

With a shared foundation of innovation, service, leadership, 
and shared ideals and values, Professor A. Lin Goodwin, 
Vice Dean and Professor of Education at Teachers 
College, Co-Director of the programme (together with 
Associate Professor Mary Anne Heng and Associate 
Professor Kelvin Tan, NIE), and course professor for the 
pioneer group describes the partnership between TC and 
NIE as “generative and constantly renewing through the 
students we share”. The Teachers College experience in 
Singapore through the MALEC first graduating cohort has 
been about bringing TC’s and NIE’s rich past and present 
to our future.
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above: Prof A. Lin Goodwin and the first graduating 
class of 2013 (fifth from left, back row)

The programme will take in its third cohort in 
January 2015. Interested applicants can apply from 
17 March to 1 May 2014. For more information on 
the programme, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/malec

For information on other programmes for the January 
2015 intake, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/jan2015.


