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The art of education
Teachers aren’t the only 
ones who can become better 
educators at the workplace

Many people equate the National In-
stitute of Education (NIE) with school 
teachers. What they may not realise  is 
that a Master of Arts in Professional 
Education (MAPE) can benefit anyone 
with a teaching or mentoring role at 
work. 

MAPE is developed by NIE, Nan-
yang Technological University (NTU), 
in collaboration with the Institute for 
Adult Learning (IAL). The part-time 
MAPE provides training profession-
als with an understanding of educa-
tional and training disciplines, such 
as coaching and mentoring. The pro-
gramme requires a minimum of two-
and-a-half years to complete.

The Nurse educATor

Ms Janice Kee is a senior nurse ed-
ucator who enrolled in the MAPE 
programme to gain new insights into 

workplace learning. Currently in the 
middle of the programme, she has 
seen how her professional skills have 
been strengthened. 

“I’ve learnt to embrace the change 
occurring in traditional teaching and 
learning methodologies,” she said. 
“The course got me to rethink how to 
facilitate learners as they adapt and 
learn in fast-paced, high-tech and 
challenging environments.” 

Despite juggling her job, family and 
studies, Ms Kee believes that taking 
up the MAPE has been worth it. 

She added: “MAPE has allowed 
me to use different instructional and 
teaching methodologies to better en-
gage students and junior colleagues.” 

desigNed for The WorKPlAce

With an anticipated graduation date of 
2018, Ms Kee has already shared her 
learning with her peers. This was pos-
sible because MAPE is coursework-
based and emphasises adult work-
place learning, making it immediately 
relevant to professional contexts. 

As Associate Professor Joyce Koh 

from NIE, explained: “Adult educa-
tors require multidisciplinary com-
petencies in order to face challenges 
in today’s workplace that are often 
complex and fast-paced. 

“MAPE provides professionals 
with skills for instructional, multi-
media and e-learning design, to help 
them translate theories into usable 
products that support classroom-
based, technology-based and blend-
ed-learning modes.” 

According to Assoc Prof Koh, pro-
jects in each module emphasise link-
ages to participants’ work contexts, 
and a capstone project allows them 

to integrate and apply what they’ve 
learnt to address actual performance 
problems in their workplaces.

A Wide KNoWledge BAse

MAPE attracts a mix of professions. 
Participants are guided by lecturers as 
they synthesise their professional ex-
perience with the theories they learn, 
to design their own usable training 
and workplace learning solutions. 

Lecturers, aware of the partici-
pants’ work commitments, also make 
an effort to ease their academic sched-
ules. Ms Kee said: “My lecturers are 
kind, understanding and thoughtful. 
They plan for assignment submissions 
to be on Mondays so that we can work 
on them over weekends.” 

For Ms Kee, her classmates — who 
hail from a variety of backgrounds — 
were a source of motivation: “As one of 
my classmates said: ‘We are not here 
to compete to see who is first, but to 
complete this programme together 
and graduate as a class.’ We have a 
common goal. 

“I feel that MAPE allows individu-
als from a wide array of professions to 
learn from one another, with expert 
lecturers facilitating our learning and 
making it relevant.”


