
WASHINGTON: The Asia of today is just what the doc-
tor ordered for an American recovery, Mr S. Iswaran,
Singapore’s Second Minister for Trade and Industry,
told the audience at the Singapore Conference yester-
day.

Even though the United States is the world’s biggest
economy, 95 per cent of global consumers live outside
America, Mr Iswaran pointed out as he made the case
for the US to leverage on Asia’s growth to revitalise its
economy and create jobs.

Asia, he said, clearly presents the “most compelling
prospects”. Over the past two decades, trade within
Asia more than tripled, hitting US$2.5 trillion (S$3.1
trillion) in 2010. Asia’s trade with North America, in
comparison, doubled to US$800 billion.

The US should not sit out, said Mr Iswaran, as
Asian nations trade more with each other – intra-Asian
trade has grown in terms of its share of global trade
from 42 per cent in 1990 to 53 per cent last year.

“This is a case of the glass being half empty or half
full,” he said.

“On the one hand, it could be a sanguine tale of
growth as the value of US trade with Asia has in-
creased materially in absolute terms.

“However, could it also be a salutary tale of missed
opportunities for the US even as other countries, par-
ticularly in Asia, seize these opportunities and move
ahead?”

The discussion, moderated by Ms Carla Hills, who
served as former president George H.W. Bush’s chief
trade aide, included several leading trade experts. The
Singapore side included Mr Ng How Yue, the Second
Permanent Secretary for Trade and Industry, and Na-
tional Trades Union Congress deputy secretary-gener-
al Ong Ye Kung.

Business opportunities abound in a rapidly urbanis-
ing Asia, where the middle class alone is projected to
be five times the current US population by 2020,
Mr Iswaran said.

For instance, Asia’s food demand will double over
this decade to nearly US$3 trillion per year, medical
expenditure per person is expected to more than dou-
ble, and Asia will account for nearly one in three glo-
bal aircraft deliveries by 2026.

“The US has a clear competitive advantage in meet-
ing these growing needs,” he said, referring to the tech-
nical skills and inventiveness of American businesses.

Singapore’s pan-Asian positioning, strategic loca-
tion, connectivity and business-friendly environment
serve as a gateway to the region, he reminded his audi-
ence.

Many US companies already appreciate the value
of this synergy, he said, adding: “Singapore and the
US can work together to capture these markets of to-
morrow.”
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WASHINGTON: A Singapore-United
States collaboration that began with
the teaching of mathematics and sci-
ence will now expand into the train-
ing of teachers.

The two countries inked a deal on
Tuesday to offer a joint master’s pro-
gramme to groom future teaching
leaders.

The National Institute of Educa-
tion (NIE) will offer the programme
jointly with Columbia University’s
Teachers College, a leading postgrad-
uate institution renowned for its
work in curriculum theory, design
and innovation.

The two institutions will combine
their strengths and expertise to train
educators to be leaders who can push
through curriculum change and inno-
vation, said Education Minister Heng
Swee Keat here on Tuesday.

He was speaking after signing a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with his US counterpart, Edu-
cation Secretary Arne Duncan here.

The agreement, he said, builds on
the first US-Singapore MOU signed
in 2002, which focused primarily on
the teaching and learning of mathe-
matics and science.

Over the years, educators from
both sides have engaged in dialogues,
sharing sessions, and projects in the

teaching and learning of the two sub-
jects.

Singapore mathematics textbooks,
adapted for American children, are
used by many school districts in the
US.

An Education Ministry delegation
visited Washington in 2009 to share
the Singapore method for teaching
mathematics and to launch a book on
the approach. There are also long-
standing collaborations in the learn-
ing of science at the school level.

These exchanges will continue,
but two new areas of collaboration
will be in teacher development and
school leadership and in education re-
search and benchmarking studies,
said Mr Heng.

On the two countries coming
together to develop educational lead-
ers, he said that Singapore needs
good teachers and good school lead-
ers working together to deliver a ho-
listic and future-oriented curricu-
lum.

On educational research and
benchmarking studies, he said, joint
studies will help both countries deep-
en their understanding of best prac-
tices in education.

“The US has many peaks of excel-
lence and it is useful for us to look at
what works and in what context,” he
said.

He said what struck him during
his meeting with Mr Duncan was the

US government’s strong sense of ur-
gency and commitment to improving
the education system to ensure long-
er-term economic competitiveness.

He said US educationists are inter-
ested in how Singapore aligns its edu-
cation policy to its economic future.

The NIE, which gave out more
details on the joint programme called
the Master of Arts in Leadership and
Educational Change, said Teachers
College professors will fly to Singa-
pore to teach the course along with
its top faculty.

The degree will be jointly awarded
by the parent universities of the two
institutions, namely Columbia Uni-
versity and Nanyang Technological
University.

Said NIE director Lee Sing Kong:
“The course will see the cross-polli-
nation of expertise, research and re-
sources between NIE and Teachers
College.”

He said the course is timely and
relevant to teachers in Singapore as
the ministry has for some time
moved away from the top-down ap-
proach in curriculum development.

“The ministry is encouraging
schools to come up with their own
innovations in curriculum develop-
ment and delivery, to customise it to
suit the needs of their students.

“The course is relevant to heads of
department and subject heads who
are expected to lead teams of teach-
ers to innovate in curriculum design
and delivery.”

Applications will begin in May and
full-time study at NIE will com-
mence in January next year. Fees
have been set at $32,000.

Teachers College provost Thomas
James said the programme will “pre-
pare leaders who can rise to the chal-
lenge of creating world-class teach-
ing and learning across local contexts
that are increasingly diverse,
fast-changing, and interconnected in
the global economy”.

“Along the way, we are learning
from one another and strengthening
our capabilities to discover what is
most effective in shaping curriculum
and school organisation,” he said.

Mr Heng said Singapore’s collabo-
rations with other countries are part
of its continuing effort to provide the
best possible education for its citi-
zens.

“Whether in the US or Singapore,
we all want our children to be well
prepared for the future,” he said.
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US urged to seize
Asia trade
opportunities

Singapore Education Minister Heng Swee Keat and his US counterpart Arne Duncan
signing the MOU on Tuesday. PHOTO: US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Joint master’s course
to train educators
to be leaders who
can push innovation

S’pore and US to
tie up on teacher
development
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