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WHILE working on a project 
on technology in education at 
Singapore’s Agency for Science, 
Technology and Research 
(A*Star), Mr Muhammad Cassim 
Mahmud Munshi, 35, devel-
oped an interest in educational 
research that led him to pursue 
a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in 
Education.

“I realised the cutting-edge 
technology that A*Star offers 
can be made so much more 
meaningful and effective if it 
could somehow be married to 
developments in educational 
research,” says the former 
research engineer at A*Star’s 
Institute for Infocomm Research.

The recipient of an NTU 
Research Scholarship, Mr 
Cassim is now a PhD student at 
the Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning Academic Group of 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Nanyang Technological 
University. 

With the increasing emphasis 
on research in humanities, edu-
cation, sciences and physical 
education, NIE has 12 diverse 
Academic Groups and three 
Research Centres that offer a 
wide range of research options 
to those who wish to pursue a 
master’s degree or PhD.

Self-knowledge is the key to success
His current research is on how 

students develop their ability to 
self-assess when they engage 
with feedback in an online  
environment.

It is based on the idea that the 
best lifelong learners possess an 
ability to accurately assess them-
selves, and thus know exactly 
where to make improvements.

He believes that the findings 
from this research can help him 
formulate theories that aid in 
explaining this development.

“A theoretical understanding 
can support teachers, policy- 
makers and developers of tech-
nology make better-informed 
decisions on the types of tools 
that help develop students assess 
themselves effectively,” he says.

Making headway
Mr Cassim feels that the PhD 
programme, together with the 
research culture that NIE adopts, 
provides a good platform for 
research students like him to 
enter the world of academia.

“However, the more I conduct 
my research, the more it appears 
that a lot of the richness in edu-
cation research has not quite 
found its way into practice, and 
this comes across to me as an 
opportunity to embark on an 

entrepreneurial endeavour of 
bringing our ideas out into the 
world,” he says.

Nevertheless, the learning 
journey has been enjoyable, 
and he appreciates the com-
fortable and productive working 
relationship with his course 
lecturers.

“I guess this has, in part, to do 
with the idea that when it comes 

to education research, everyone 
you meet has an innate passion 
for teaching and learning,” he 
says. 

“I would say the best part of 
being a student here is the very 
experience of being educated 
by people who actually study 
education,” he adds.
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The best part of studying at NIE is being educated by people who 
actually study education, says Mr Cassim.




