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The joy of teaching and learning

brought to you by

Making a career switch is never an easy 
move, especially if you have no knowledge 
about your new chosen path. Still, this 
tough decision did not deter Ms Saranya 
Elangovan, who had worked 12 years 
in the corporate arena specialising in 
corporate finance and business process 
re-engineering. 

With no knowledge about the field of 
special education or prior contact with any 
persons with special needs, she took a leap 
of faith and applied for a special educator 
position through the National Council of 
Social Service.

 “I convinced the interviewers at Metta 
School that my main goal was to explore 
areas that I could contribute and find 
meaning. I was fortunate to be given a 
teaching role as well as to write for their 
in-house newsletter,” said the 46-year-old 
mother of two.

After a month, Metta School was so 
impressed by Ms Elangovan’s dedication 
that it sponsored her to take her Diploma 
in Special Education (DISE) at National 
Institute of Education (NIE), Nanyang 
Technological University. 

The DISE programme equips teachers 
with pedagogies, methodologies, and 
assessment and intervention tools to teach 
children and young adults with a range of 
disabilities. It took two years to complete 
her part-time diploma with distinction, but 
Ms Elangovan did not stop there. She went 
on to take her Master of Education (MEd) 
in Special Education at NIE. 

She felt that the programme would build 
upon the competencies that she acquired 
in her DISE and support her in developing 
her proficiencies to make a difference in the 
lives of children with special needs. The 
MEd programme would also provide the 
fundamental platform for her to pursue her 
PhD in Special Education.

Fuelling the passion to teach

Ms Elangovan continued to teach children 
with special needs throughout her studies. 
The systematic training she received 
from NIE enhanced her ability to think 
strategically, and honed her academic 
and professional skills in tandem with the 
dynamic changes in the special education 
field.

She said: “I wanted to expand and refine 
my knowledge and skills on theoretical 
aspects and keep abreast of current 
practical strategies pertaining to special 
education so that I can achieve my vision for 
my students to maximise their potential.”

The varied modules taught by both local 
and overseas lecturers further ignited her 
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zeal in special education. The lecturers 
made the lessons and discussions come 
to life with real-life scenarios and case 
studies. The modules were also packed 
with tips and strategies that Ms Elangovan 
could apply in her classrooms. 

She said: “The lecturers provided the 
overall framework and we were provided 
opportunities to transform our thinking on 
research and educational practices.”

achieving Full potential 

The MEd programme also challenges 
st udents  to  vent u re  a nd look for 
opportunities to collaborate with different 
sectors in order to undertake meaningful 
and directly-applicable research projects. 

Ms Elangovan had the opportunity to 
undertake two different research projects 
and publish articles in tiered journals. 

She also co-authored a book Profiling 
of Children’s Language and Literacy 
Performance for Remedial Intervention 
with Assistant Professor Noel Kok Hwee 
Chia from the Early Childhood and Special 
Needs Education Academic Group at NIE 
for her dissertation

“Prof Chia extended his insights and 
valuable feedback while granting me ample 
room to explore and pursue my writing in 
the way that I envisioned. He inspired me to 
read and widen my knowledge base beyond 
special education,” said Ms Elangovan.

gaining recognition

During her candidature, Ms Elangovan 
was awarded the SRL (Society for Reading 
and Literacy) Research Award 2012 for her 
study on performance of pre-schoolers 
from low socio-economic status in word 
recognition through narrative storytelling. 

She a lso published her research 
work in the peer-reviewed International 
Journal of Special Education, which is an 
internationally renowned publication. 

In August this year, Ms Elangovan 
was awarded the Dean’s Commendation 
for Research 2013 award from NIE in 
recognition of her contribution to research 
through publications in peer-reviewed 
international journals.

She is now focusing on acquiring a 
fellowship in literacy from The College 
of Teachers and writing her research 
proposal for her PhD in Special Education. 
And she is doing all this while teaching at 
Pathlight School. 

The full-time teacher, and teaching and 
learning co-leader at Pathlight School, said: 
“I will continue to learn and upgrade my skills 
so as to be competent, versatile and savvy 
about special needs education. I believe that 
a PhD in Special Education will draw on 
knowledge from many disciplines through 
advanced and research-oriented focus. The 
rigorous and exemplary programme at NIE 
will provide me an enriching opportunity 
to develop skills needed for success as an 
educator and researcher in the field. I aim 
to use the knowledge gained from the PhD 
programme to contribute to the special 
education landscape at a higher level.” 
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Being trained at a world 
renowned institute will 
further refine and broaden 

my aptitude to play a part in 
shaping and propelling the lives  
of people with special needs.
ms saranya elangovan
masters graduate at nationaL institute of eduCation

 applications for the aug 2014 intake of 
the master of education (special 
education) programme is currently open.  
for more information, visit  
www.nie.edu.sg/med_se.

 to find out more about other programmes 
in the aug 2014 intake, visit  
www.nie.edu.sg/aug2014.

 Visit the graduate & Professional Learning 
open house at nie on march 1, 2014.  
Visit www.nie.edu.sg/gplopenhouse2014 
for more details.
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