
T
hey say that NIE produces some of the best students 
and educators. Choo Li Lin is a shining example of how 
this accolade is true. She won the inaugural Singapore 
Association for Applied Linguistics (SAAL) Best 

Dissertation Award for her MA study at NIE and has continued 
to do her PhD. The SAAL Masters’ Thesis Award, launched 
in 2014, is given to the best Master’s dissertation in applied 
linguistics submitted to a university in Singapore. Only one 
dissertation is selected for the award each year, and the winner 
receives a certificate and S$500 from SAAL.

Choo Li Lin did her Master of Arts (Applied 
Linguistics) programme at National Institute 

of Education (NIE) and recently won the 
inaugural SAAL Best Dissertation Award  

By Carol Kraal
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for 
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An English Language and Literature teacher at her alma mater, 
Raffles Girls’ School (Secondary), Li Lin has been actively 
involved in educational research in her school.

Her sustained interest in mastering research skills and 
conducting and helping her fellow teachers in educational 
research to improve pedagogical effectiveness is an inspiration 
to the world of education and upholds the high esteem of NIE’s 
graduates.

Master of arts (applied linguistics) prograMMe

Designed primarily for English language teaching professionals, 
the Master of Arts (Applied Linguistics) programme, or MAAL, 
provides a broad-based course of study in the field of applied 
linguistics, encompassing elements of language education and 
language studies, balancing theoretical knowledge with  
practical application. 

You will be exposed to many new ideas and skills which you can 
apply to your specific educational and work contexts, and gain 
a better understanding of various language-related issues and 

concerns in Singapore and around the world. As a result, you 
will be in a stronger position to appreciate and harness the 
power of language in your professional and everyday lives.

The programme is now open for application in the August 2015 
intake. For more information, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/maal 

If you are keen to find out more about NIE’s higher degree 
programmes, visit us on 18 April 2015! More details can be 
found at www.nie.edu.sg/gplopenhouse2015

What led you to do a Master of arts (applied 
linguistics) (Maal) at nie? in what discipline are you 
pursuing your doctorate?

My passion for language pedagogy research led me to pursue 
a Master of Arts degree at NIE. Upon graduating from the NIE 
Master of Arts programme in 2013, I was keen to continue 
research in applied linguistics and hence embarked on a 
PhD (Arts) as I had benefited much from the rigorous MA 
programme.
 

What can you say about your Maal programme at nie? 

NIE’s flexible schedule affords room to balance my 
commitments as a teacher at Raffles Girls’ School (Secondary), 
and also as a graduate student at NIE.  The lecturers at NIE are 
knowledgeable, approachable and inspiring. The journey from 
MA student to PhD research student has been an invigorating 
and intellectually stimulating one thus far.

How has this Maal programme helped you as an 
educator at raffles girls’ school (secondary)?

NIE has been instrumental in my development as an educator. 
The Postgraduate Diploma in Education programme provided 
me with the necessary pedagogical know-how as a beginning 
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teacher; the MA (Applied Linguistics) programme sensitised me 
to the importance of being a reflective practitioner; and the PhD 
programme – which I am currently enrolled in – equips me with 
the skills required in independent research.

You won the inaugural saal Best dissertation award 
this year for your Ma study. How has nie inspired your 
win?

I have been fortunate to have met many mentors and 
forbearing lecturers at NIE. In particular, I owe a debt of 
gratitude to my supervisor from the ELL Academic Group, Dr 
Hu Guangwei. His invaluable guidance and unwavering support 
through the entire dissertation-writing process made this 
achievement possible.

What advice do you have for someone who wants to 
pursue a Master of arts degree in applied linguistics 
at nie?

NIE has a tradition of excellence both locally and internationally. 
If you are keen on pursuing a graduate education with 
academic rigor, the  MAAL programme at NIE is what you are 
looking for.

Li Lin representing the Singapore Chess Federation as a torchbearer at the 
Youth Olympic Games in 2010

Li Lin with her supervisor, Dr Hu Guangwei

Li Lin at the MAAL graduation ceremony in 2013
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