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Workshop Objectives
By the end of this workshop, participants should: 

• be more familiar with the APA style of referencing.

• be able to introduce citations in academic writing.

• be aware of the basics as well as some of the complex 
aspects of referencing. 

• have gained some experience formatting references.

Opportunities will be given to apply the formatting styles learned.



Why use references?
• To show you are part of the academic discourse community – you follow proper 

academic conventions.

• To establish authority (being an `expert’)

• To set out the state of the field

• To enable readers to easily check information or seek further information about an 
idea that interests them.

• To define terms or establish common ground between writer and reader

• To support and validate your arguments.

• To show that opinions on a particular topic are divided, so there is scope for further 
argument

• To show where the writer’s sympathies/allegiances lie

• To set up a counter-argument, using opposing view

• To avoid plagiarism.



Avoid plagiarism
• By properly acknowledging sources used.

• By knowing what constitutes plagiarism 
and what does not.

Activity: decide when 
documentation of sources 
is necessary…



To cite or not to cite, 
that is the question.

1. Should you document your source when you 
directly quote what an author has said?

2. Should you document your source when you 
paraphrase what the author has said?

3. Should you document your source when you 
mention a commonly known fact or figure? 

4. Should you document your source when you 
mention an unusual fact or figure?

5. Should you document your source when you 
mention the results of other people’s experiments?











Source : Lyon Clark, B. (n.d.). Plagiarism and documentation: A self-instructional lesson 
information series 01/05. University of Canterbury. Retrieved March 15, 2007, from
http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/lsc/documents/plagiarism_%20self_lesson_01_05.doc

http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/lsc/documents/plagiarism_ self_lesson_01_05.doc


Therefore…
• Quotations, ideas, experiments, and 

not-commonly-known facts and figures 
require documentation.

• Still you need to make difficult 
decisions. When for instance, is a fact 
or figure commonly known? You need 
to exercise judgement.

Source : Lyon Clark, B. (n.d.). Plagiarism and documentation: A self-instructional lesson 
information series 01/05. University of Canterbury. Retrieved March 15, 2007, from
http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/lsc/documents/plagiarism_%20self_lesson_01_05.doc

http://www.uco.canterbury.ac.nz/lsc/documents/plagiarism_ self_lesson_01_05.doc


To cite or not to cite?
1. Singapore became a nation in 1965.

2. In 2005 there were 26,382 teachers employed by the Singapore MOE. 

3. The population of Singapore is now over four million. 

4. Aung San Suu Kyi won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991.

5. The Bukit Timah Nature Reserve in Singapore contains more species of 
trees than the entire North American continent. 

6. Vygotsky claimed that learning and the development of higher mental 
functions are mediated by cultural, social, and historical factors.

7. At least one scholar has criticised Vygotsky's notion of mediation.

8. When their work was criticised as showing disloyalty to the communist 
party, a group of Vygotsky's students had to flee from Moscow to 
Ukraine. 















?



OWL
Online Writing Lab, Purdue University
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

• The APA Formatting and Style Guide can be 
copied for personal use (22 pages). 

• Note that it is sometimes updated so regularly check this 
web address.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


Introducing citations
• Citations must be woven into the academic 

writing and referred to. 

• Citations must have a function, 
e.g. to provide support, define terms, clarify, 
exemplify, explain, illustrate, show a point of 
contention for argument, show a point of 
comparison, contrast, etc.

• Don’t add a citation just to impress or prove you 
have read a text.



In-text citations
The following examples are modified from p.107, 108 in Creswell, J.W. (2005). 
Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative 
research (2nd Ed.). Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson. 

Single reference:
Rogers (1994) compared reaction times for athletes and nonathletes 
in middle schools. His findings highlight the point that…

Multiple references:
Past studies of reaction times (Gogel, 1984; Rogers, 1994; Smith, 
1989) showed similar…

Multiple authors in single reference, 1st time introduced:
The difficulty of test taking and reaction times has been examined by 
Smith, Paralli, John and Langor (1994). 

Multiple authors in single reference, subsequent citations:
This study of test taking and reaction times (Smith et al., 1994) failed 
to take into account…



In-text quotations
The following example was taken from p.84 in Wertsch, J. V. (Ed.) (1985). 
Culture, communication and cognition: Vygotskian perspectives. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.

Long quotation:
Vygotsky (1962) gave the following example for his ‘meaning- 
reference’ distinction:

Modern linguistics distinguishes..(40+ words).. 
but not in their meanings. (p. 73)

Short quotation:
According to Vygotsky (1978), “An aim of the psychological analysis 
of development is to describe the internal relations of the intellectual 
processes awakened by school learning” (p.91).



Reference Formatting

Basic referencing format for a book with one author:
Surname, I.N. (year). Title of book. City: Publisher. 

Basic format for an online journal article:
Surname, I.N. (year). Title of article. Title Of Journal,  
volume no. (issue no.), pages. Retrieved date mm,dd,yy, 
from website or database.



Referencing Internet Sources
• Jacobs, G. & Ward, C. (2000). Analysing student-student interaction     

from cooperative learning and systemic functional perspectives.  
Electronic Journal of Science Education, 8 (4). Retrieved February   
20, 2007, from http://wlfweb.unr.edu/homepage/crowther/ejse/
jacobsetal.html

• Van Sluys, K., Lewison, M., & Seely Flint, A. (2006). Researching 
critical literacy: A critical study of analysis of classroom discourse.     
Journal of Literacy Research, 38, 197-233. Retrieved March           
02, 2007, from http://www.ncte.org/pubs/journals/la/articles/108148.htm

• Falk-Ross, F. C. (2002). Toward the new literacy: Changes in college 
students’ reading comprehension strategies following 
reading/writing projects. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 45  
(4). Retrieved February 20, 2007, from Academic Search Premier
database.

http://www.ncte.org/pubs/journals/la/articles/108148.htm


Practise

Activity: Write references for the given 
articles, books and book chapters.



Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2000). Research methods in education (5th    
ed.). London and New York: RoutledgeFalmer.

Hammack, F. M. (1997). Ethical issues in teacher research. Teachers College 
Record, 99(2). Retrieved March 29, 2003, from Academic Premier 
database.

Krashen, S., & Brown C.L. (2007). What is academic language proficiency? 
STETS Language & Communication Review, 6(1), 1-4.

McKay, S. L. (2003). Toward an appropriate EIL pedagogy: Re-examining 
common ELT assumptions. International Journal of Applied Linguistics, 
13(1), 1-22.

Saito, H., & Fujita, T. (2004). Characteristics and user acceptance of peer rating in 
EFL writing classrooms. Language Teaching Research, 8(1), 31-54.

Sampedro, R., & Hillyard, S. (2004). Global Issues. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.

Street, B. (1988). The ‘autonomous’ model: Literacy and rationality. In N. Mercer 
(Ed.), Language and literacy: From an educational perspective, (Vol. 1, 
pp. 231-240). Milton Keynes: Open University Press.



What if…?
1. The article has 6 or more authors?
2. The chapter comes from an edited book?
3. The author wrote 2 works in the same year?
4. The article has no author named?
5. The document is un-dated?
6. The article comes from a newspaper?
7. It is a government document?



Final Referencing Tips:
Watch capitalisation in reference lists
• For books, articles & book chapters, capitalise the first 

letter of the first word of the title & subtitle only. 
• For journal titles, capitalise the first letter of every 

word.

Watch punctuation, symbols & abbreviations
• commas, full stops, colons, indenting, ampersands, & 

et al.
• p.p. for pages in chapters of edited books but not for 

journal pages.



And…
Watch sequencing
• Authors’ initials come after the surname 

but editors’ initials come before the 
surname.

Check alphabetisation in 
reference list



May you cite with purpose and accuracy!
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