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(Teachers’ Language Development Centre)

Writing that essay –
How to make it flow more logically

By A/P Antonia Chandrasegaran
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Two strategies for clarifying relations

• State meaning relations between 
paragraph/argument and overall 
position (thesis)

• State argument intentions at 
paragraph/argument boundary
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Two strategies for clarifying relations: 
State relation 
Indicate argument intention

Illustration 

http://www.ell.nie.edu.sg/innerPages/LINKS/TLDC/Wrkshp2IllustrTextVer12.pdf
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Meaning relations & writer’s 
intention 

1 Apart from the need to be creative and 
innovative, a beginning teacher has to face 
the challenge of creating an effective 
partnership between the school, parents and 
community. 2 – 4… [Explain the purpose and 
benefit of partnership between school, home 
and community.] 5 For example, … 6 Meeting 
the challenge of creating an effective 
partnership between teacher, parents and the 
community will enable the teacher to keep in 
touch with the impact of social change on 
family structure and workplace practices. 

Link to argument 
in previous 
paragraph
Link to Q

Summary of 
para’s argument 
(answering Q)
Remind R of 
paragraph’s 
main point & link 
to thesis/ 
Question.
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How to plan/evaluate the 
start of your paragraph

(1) Does it tell R that I am answering the Q? Which 
words do this?

(2) Does it tell R a summary of how this 
paragraph’s argument is addressing the Q?

(3) Does it tell R how the paragraph supports my 
thesis? (Position on the issue in Q).

(4) Does it tell or imply how the argument in the 
paragraph is related to the argument in previous 
paragraph(s)?

Exercise

http://www.ell.nie.edu.sg/innerPages/LINKS/TLDC/Wkshp2ExerParaOpenOct07.pdf
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Answer to exercise

The sentence on the right is not suitable as the opening sentence of Amin’s next 
paragraph. Why?



 

It begins abruptly with a topic (divorce rates) that is ‘new’ to R, 
having no logical link to the previous paragraphs (growing gap 
between rich and poor)



 

It does not tell R the relation between the information (divorce rates, 
couples live together) and Amin’s macro goal (argue what historians 
will lament/applaud).

Divorce rates are rising even in 
previously conservative Asian 
societies, while more and more 
couples are choosing to live 
together without getting married 
as having children before 
marriage is no longer frowned 
upon.  

Besides lamenting the social 
violence caused by an ignored 
gap between rich and poor, 
future historians will lament the 
social ills resulting from the 
declining importance of the 
family unit. 
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Answer to exercise

The sentence on the left is a suitable opening sentence for Amin’s next paragraph. 
Why?



 

These words summarize Amin’s preceding 2 paragraphs; link this para 
to preceding argument.



 

These words tell Amin’s goal, main point he will argue in this paragraph



 

These words and the para goal tell the relation between this para and 
the lecturer’s question

Divorce rates are rising even in 
previously conservative Asian 
societies, while more and more 
couples are choosing to live 
together without getting married 
as having children before 
marriage is no longer frowned 
upon.  

Besides lamenting the social 
violence caused by an ignored 
gap between rich and poor, 
future historians will lament the 
social ills resulting from the 
declining importance of the 
family unit. 
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Indicating argument intention
1 Apart from the need to be creative and 
innovative, a beginning teacher has to 
face the challenge of creating an effective 
partnership between the school, parents 
and community. 2 – 4 ……………………… [Explain 
the purpose and benefit of partnership 
between school, home and community.] 5 

For example, teachers can work with 
industries to…… 6 Meeting the challenge 
of creating an effective partnership 
between teacher, parents and the 
community will enable the teacher to keep 
in touch with the impact of social change 
on family structure and workplace 
practices. 

Writer’s argument 
intention is 
reflected in the 
words that align 
with the Q’s 
demands and say 
W’s answer
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Avoid unexplained topic shifts

How did we get 
from xxx to this? 

Where’s the 
argument going?
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Example of topic shift
Q: Suggest how students’ ability in 

mathematical problem solving can be 
achieved in the primary mathematics 
curriculum. 

Para x: Encouraging ss to present different 
solutions to problems can dvp PS ability. 

Para y: Teachers can use information 
technology where(?) children will work with 
the software.   
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Verbalise the relations and argument 
intentions

To check that your essay’s logical 
development is apparent to the reader, 

• Verbalise the relations – paragraph to 
paragraph; paragraph’s argument to 
thesis

• Verbalise your argument goal at thesis 
level, paragraph level

Exercise

http://www.ell.nie.edu.sg/innerPages/LINKS/TLDC/WrkshpExerSpotThesisOct07.pdf
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To improve logical flow in your essay


 
What is your position (thesis) on the issue? 
Write a one sentence answer to the Q. KIV


 
What role is the paragraph playing in proving 
your position? Indicate this role at the 
beginning of the paragraph.


 
Is it obvious to R how this paragraph is 
logically related to the preceding argument? 
Indicate the logical relation.
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The End 
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