
Dr. Sandra Wu 
a lecturer for 
the Policy and 
Leadership Studies

(PLS) Academic Group in 
the National Institute of 
Education (NIE), is an admirer 
of quality education.

Dr. Wu felt the need to 
pursue a higher degree to 
enhance her capacity and 
depth in contributing toward 
early childhood education. 
In addition, she also has a 
strong passion for research, 
which she reckons is key to 
creating new knowledge.

“I truly believe in the 
power of knowledge and that 
it can only empower when 
shared.” she says, adding 
that as a researcher, it’s only 
natural to share one’s own 
studies and fi ndings.

“You have to be a giver at 
heart since the purpose of 
research is to fi nd out about 
a certain phenomenon and 
share that knowledge.”

With these interests 
in mind, Dr. Wu decided 
to pursue the Doctor in 
Education (EdD) program 
at NIE. 

Despite the extensive 
course materials, Dr. Wu felt 
that it was all worthwhile for 
her as she sees her wealth 
of knowledge expanded 
through these sessions and 
class discussions. Beside 
sensing herself growing, Dr. 
Wu also expresses that her 
intellectual horizon widened 
through the course materials.

“I don’t think I have ever 
read so much in such a short 
span of time because it is 
always a race against time 
to complete all my readings 
before class,” she says.

As a graduate and now 
a lecturer at NIE, Dr. Wu 
was asked why she chose 
NIE as the institute for her 
doctorate. The choice came 
naturally to her due to its 
qualifi ed teaching education 
and contribution in both 
education and research 
locally and globally.

“NIE’s history and global 
standing have lent credibility 
to the quality of education it 
provides,” Dr. Wu explains.
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in education-related fi elds. It 
works by targeting professionals 
who are committed to 
making improvements in their 
workplace, as well as extending 
and honing their expertise in 
respective fi elds of research and 
practice domain.

By acknowledging the 
expertise which the candidates 
have attained, the program 
also invites them to examine 
their knowledge in refl ective, 
collaborative, critical and 
research-based ways.

With these examination 
methods, it is hoped to 
bring a signifi cant impact on 
professional practices and in 
their professional identities. It 
has the rigor and expectations 
of a PhD program but with a 
professional focus.

In order to enroll in the EdD 
program, candidates must hold 
a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree 
with good grades from an 
approved university, according 
to NIE’s satisfactory standing 
assessment. They also must have 
at least four years’ experience in 
education-related fi elds.

In addition, candidates 
can be required to pass an 
approved English language 
test at a specifi ed level, 
including other prescribed 
examinations. Candidates have 
the option to select one of the 
nine specializations off ered in 
the program, which includes 
Curriculum and Teaching, 
Educational Leadership and 
Change, English, Humanities 
and Social Studies, Learning 

and Motivation, Mathematics, 
Science, Technologies and 
Technology-Mediated Learning 
Environment and Visual and 
Performing Arts.

Dr. Wu was not the only 
student who raved about the 
program. Krit Niramittham, 
a pianist and piano teacher 
from Thailand who is currently 
pursuing the program said, 
“Doing the EdD is an inspiring 
and amazing journey. 
Through the interactions with 
various faculty members and 
classmates, this particular 
program at NIE opened up 
my mind to many interesting 
research possibilities. Most 
importantly, the EdD program 
at NIE encourages and assists 
me to conduct a meaningful 
and effective research 
study. Thus my journey and 
experiences with NIE are 
motivating, exciting, creative 
and educational.”

The EdD program will be open 
for application from 1 April to 15 
June 2020, for the January 2021 
intake. Interested applicants can 
visit www.nie.edu.sg/edd for more 
information on the program.

NIE is an autonomous 
institute under the Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU). 
It has been ranked as one of the 
top 20 educational institutions 
in the world, as well as top three 
in Asia by Quacquarelli 
Symonds ranking.

For more information on 
other higher degree programs 
off ered by NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/hd
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Reading activates students' hearts and minds
Sebastian Partogi

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta
To instill a love of reading among
students, you have to fi nd the 
right emotional pull. Many re-
searchers, including American
social scientist Brene Brown, 
have shown that emotion, not ra-
tionality, is the primary driver of
human motivation.

The same goes for reading. 
Simply telling students that read-
ing will make them smarter and 
more successful in life will not
result in any signifi cant changes.
Plus, nobody likes to be preached
at. You have to assure them that
reading can bring them social and 
emotional benefi ts.

The easiest way to do this is by 
telling them stories of highly suc-
cessful people who are avid read-
ers, according to Multimedia 
Nusantara University Commu-
nications School lecturer Doni 
Koesoema A., who specializes in 
education. 

Students, especially in their
teenage years, typically admire,
even idolize, well-known public
fi gures. As teachers, you can re-
search the lives of famous people to 
fi nd the bookworms among them.
Then, you can use their life stories
as an entry point to impart a love of
reading among your students.

For instance, you could show
them YouTube videos of televi-
sion personality Oprah Winfrey, 
and when your students see just 
how articulate she is, tell them 
that she also likes to read and that 
they too could have communica-
tion skills like hers if they main-
tain a lifelong habit of reading. 

Also, as most us of want to be 
likeable and have many friends, 
you can also motivate your stu-
dents by telling them that read-
ing, albeit a solitary activity, can
help them accumulate knowledge 
and information.

They can use their smarts to 
charm people in social settings 
and, to quote veteran journalist
Barbara Walters, help them “talk 
with practically anybody about
practically anything”.

To eff ectively persuade your 
students, you also have to be 

a paragon of reading yourself. 
Both Doni and a fellow expert, 
Atma Jaya Catholic University 
educational psychologist Weny
Savitri Sembiring, agree on this. 
They say that teachers need to 
talk about their favorite books in 
the classroom.

Furthermore, you have to make
sure your students have easy ac-
cess to books at your school.

Doni, who also a member of 
the National Education Standard 
Agency for the 2019-2023 period, 
says “we can learn from Japan in
this respect. In Japan’s schools,
books aren’t only available in li-
braries, they also place books in
various reading corners around 
the school.”

Then, make your students’
reading experience personal by
allowing them to read books that
appeal to them, while adjust-
ing the reading materials to the 
students’ comprehension level,
Weny advises.

“For a starter, students can 
use the staple textbooks as jump-
ing off  points for their studies. As 
they get more advanced in their
subjects, you can encourage them 
to read non-textbook materials to
supplement their learning.”

For instance, for an econom-
ics class, you can encourage stu-
dents to read biographies of 
businesspeople they admire — 
this could be anyone from Face-
book’s Sheryl Sandberg to AirA-
sia’s Tony Fernandes — then in 
the classroom you can discuss 
how the books illustrate how 
these people built their careers 
and businesses and relate this to 
theories of business science.

Speaking of emotional nurtur-
ing, also make sure you pay un-
divided attention and interest to 
each student as they speak about
the books that interest them.

For literary pieces and nonfi c-
tion books that deal with the hu-
manities, such as history, sociol-

ogy or psychology, teachers can 
make students’ reading experi-
ences more impactful by helping
them discover, again, the emo-
tional resonance of these works,
according to Gandhi Memorial
Intercontinental School Middle 
School English teacher Shalaza 
Williams.

She says that in her practice, 
she keeps students engaged in 
reading by using the books they
are reading as jumping off  points 
to connect with their own inner
world and with other people.

“Oftentimes, I ask students
to imagine talking to fi ctitious 
characters that speak to them. I 
also ask them to write letters to 
these characters; perhaps giving 
strength to fi ctitious characters 
who, like them, are enduring is-
sues of loneliness or being aban-
doned,” Williams says.

This way, students can feel 
less alone in their struggles, 
learn to grow from their mis-
takes and have more empa-
thy toward others, according 
to Williams. Once students be-
come aware that they can dis-
cover the richness of their inner
psyche, they will develop a love 
of reading as an activity that of-
fers them solace and also a bet-
ter understanding of the world.

After you grab these children’s
attention through emotion, then 
you can also start to refi ne their 
rational and logical thinking 
through reading.

Engage them in discussions,
help them formulate the right 
questions and find the best sourc-
es of information and knowledge 
to refi ne their thinking, advises 
Doni. 

Furthermore, teachers should
also encourage their students to
delve deeper in and fi nd out more 
about subjects that they are inter-
ested about by reading more titles
that are related to that particular 
subject, according to him.

For instance, if your student is
interested in human neurology, 
you should encourage them to 
read the most recent journal ar-
ticles detailing the latest fi ndings 
on how the human brain works, 
for instance.

As many knowledge subject 
areas contain debatable topics,
you should also encourage your 
students to be aware of all sides
of the debates, along with the
strengths and weaknesses of their
arguments.

You should also be able to guide
your students to fi nd further 
reading materials to supplement 
their knowledge on a particular 
topic.

Having a comprehensive 
knowledge about a particular 
subject is essential to sharpen 
critical and conceptual thinking 
ability.

“Because being literate alone 
is not enough, individuals have
to have the literacy skills to guide 
them in how to think and rea-
son to become fully functioning 
members of society,” he says.

Literacy skills, with the gener-
al knowledge and common sense 
they entail, will help individu-
als in a wide range of situations, 
from not falling for false market-
ing and hoaxes to managing one’s 
emotions.

All of this is only possible if 
teacher training colleges also in-
still a love of reading among their 
students, so they can carry this 
passion forward once they start
teaching.
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Books galore: Children check out books at the 2019 Indonesia International Book Fair in Senayan, Central Jakarta.

Because being literate 
alone is not enough,

individuals have to have 
the literacy skills to guide 
them in how to think and

reason to become fully 
functioning members of 

society.




