
By AMELIA TENG

DESIGNING a bag, or a library,
may not sound like what you
would learn in school – but stu-
dents at Henderson Secondary are
doing exactly that.

Yesterday, it was one of two
schools praised by Senior Minister
of State for Law and Education
Indranee Rajah for encouraging
creative and critical thinking
skills.

In Secondary 1, its students are
told to create a bag using recycled
material such as clothes and ban-
ners. In Secondary 2, they are

asked to design a school library.
So far, they have come up with a
range of ideas, such as putting in
grass patches for students to sit
on and read books and having
more open “hang-out” spaces for
discussion.

Henderson Secondary, which
was given “niche” status by the
Ministry of Education earlier this
year, said it integrates “creative
thinking” into subjects and
co-curricular activities.

“Students are very creative,
and they have become more forth-
coming,” said its vice-principal
Ho Geok Lan.

Another school which has a
similar specialisation is Innova Pri-
mary.

For example, pupils brainstorm
to solve problems like building a
better playground or fitness cor-
ner for the school.

The two schools were singled
out yesterday by Ms Indranee,
who spoke about the importance
of developing thinking – in partic-
ular creativity or “inventive think-
ing” – in students.

Jobs today require “non-rou-
tine analytical and interactive
tasks” and students need to think
critically and inventively, she

pointed out.
“It is becoming increasingly

clear that what is important now
in education is not what we know,
but what we can do with it,” she
said in a speech to 1,500 partici-
pants at the opening ceremony of
the Redesigning Pedagogy Interna-
tional Conference.

Ms Indranee raised three
points as she urged educators to
rethink teaching practices.

Teachers must first believe
that students can be creative.
“Everyday creativity” can be seen
in “what students say, write, ask
and make in school”, such as in a

written composition, designing
gadgets or even in sports strate-
gies, she said.

Second, students can be taught
how to think within the context of
different subjects.

Finally, the learning environ-
ment in schools and classrooms
must support a “thinking cul-
ture”. This can be done through
eliciting students’ opinions and
helping them see mistakes as op-
portunities to learn.

“Classrooms where teacher
talk dominates, where there is
only one right answer all the
time” may hinder the develop-

ment of thinking, she pointed out.
Organised by the National Insti-

tute of Education, the three-day
biennial conference will be attend-
ed by about 1,700 educators.

They will listen to advice on
teaching practices from about 770
academics and policymakers, in-
cluding more than 100 from 17
countries such as Australia, Japan
and the United States.

Findings from more than 375
papers on topics ranging from ear-
ly childhood education, curricu-
lum development to language and
literacy will be presented.
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By PEARL LEE

AS MORE people head to Asia in
search of opportunities, are young
Singaporeans well-equipped to
handle the increasingly stiff com-
petition?

That was the question that Sen-
ior Minister of State for Law and
Education Indranee Rajah posed
to 540 students yesterday at the
opening ceremony of the annual
Pre-University Seminar.

In her opening address, Ms In-
dranee outlined some key challeng-
es confronting the younger genera-
tion.

As the centre of economic grav-
ity shifts from the West to the
East, more will be heading to the
region to look for work. “In Aus-
tralia, a White Paper was pub-

lished and the paper asked Austral-
ians to look to Asia. They will be
competing with you as well. Will
you be ready for it?” she asked.

Singapore’s youth unemploy-
ment rate is one of the lowest in
the world at 6.7 per cent, she not-
ed. In Finland, the figure is 22 per
cent. “People often refer to the
Scandinavian model of education,
which is good. But what is often
not mentioned is their high levels
of youth unemployment,” she
said.

But as the Singapore popula-
tion ages, the job market may not
grow at the same pace, she point-
ed out. “By 2030, (Singapore’s
population) will be an inverted
pyramid. If you have fewer people
paying taxes and the economy
gets too small, there is no dyna-

mism for jobs to grow and that is
going to affect you.”

Young Singaporeans must also
learn to adapt to social changes
brought on by developments such
as globalisation. “For the coun-
tries that allow people to come in
and work, there is a sudden influx
of talent... but too much, too fast
can lead to problems. This is felt
in Singapore, but it is not just us,
but also UK and Europe and many
parts of the world.”

The seminar, co-organised by
the Education Ministry and Nan-
yang Junior College this year, was
attended by students from
pre-university institutions, includ-
ing the junior colleges and poly-
technics.

Following the opening address,
students quizzed Ms Indranee on
a wide range of topics in a ques-
tion-and-answer session that last-
ed about an hour.

The issues raised ranged from
broader ones such as building a

more inclusive society, to hot top-
ics such as the recent ruling by
the Media Development Authority
(MDA) which required news web-
sites to be individually licensed.

Nanyang Junior College stu-
dent Joel Yew, 17, asked if the
MDA move suggested that the
Government was clamping down
on free speech.

“The only thing the new regula-
tion will do is to bring the online
sites onto the same programme as
the traditional print media,” said
Ms Indranee.

Another student from Victoria
JC asked if the culture of standard-
ised testing was a main factor im-

peding reforms to the education
system.

“I think there is room for dia-
logue between the educators and
parents, so slowly but surely, the
teaching methods are changing,”
said Ms Indranee.

For instance, the Education
Ministry has introduced the con-
cept of letting young children
learn through play, even though
some parents still prefer rote
learning, she noted.

The seminar will last four days,
and Education Minister Heng Sw-
ee Keat will be at the closing cere-
mony on Thursday.

leepearl@sph.com.sg

Praise for schools that encourage creative and critical thinking

Students waiting their turn to ask Ms Indranee questions at the Pre-University
Seminar yesterday. ST PHOTO: EDWARD TEO

INDRANEE RAJAH: IN HER WORDS

I think my sense is,
Singaporeans are not
anti-foreigners... But you also
don’t want to feel you are
overwhelmed by
non-Singaporeans. You do want
to feel that your home is still
your home... and I think that is
the part that has to be
addressed.

– On the Population White Paper
projection of 6.9 million in 2030

Laws and policies shouldn’t be
purely about the head. If you
think about our economic
policy, people may think that it
is purely about (growing) the
economic pie. But that is not the
case. Why do we want to grow
the pie? So that there will be
more that we can use for
Singapore and Singaporeans.
So if you think about it, there’s a
lot of heart in the economic
policy... it is just that sometimes
we don’t think beyond why we
want the economic growth.

– On how laws and policies can be
crafted so they also appeal to the
heart

The Government can set certain
incentives and framework but...
as a society, we have to have a
certain idea of what kind of
lifestyle you want to lead.

– On work-life balance

She tells pre-university students at
seminar they must also learn to adapt

 

Be ready for stiff
competition, young
S’poreans: Indranee
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