
L
anguage promotion bod-
ies will now leverage on
the study of heritage to
interest students in lan-

guage. This new tack comes af-
ter the Language Council Secre-
tariat – which administers the
Speak Good English Movement,
Promote Mandarin Council,
Tamil Language Council and Ma-
lay Language Council – joined
the National Heritage Board
(NHB) in November.

 

INSIGHT
An NHB spokesman said: “Lan-
guage has always been an inte-
gral part of culture, shaped by
our customs, practices and be-
liefs. The relationship between
language and culture is thus
deeply entrenched, passed on
from generation to generation.”

Twenty-eight Tamil students
from Teck Whye Secondary
School will start the ball rolling
on this new approach by con-
ducting a tour of NHB’s Civic Dis-
trict Trail in Tamil during the
Tamil Language Festival, which
runs from March 30 to April 28.

The trail traces Singapore’s co-
lonial history through a dozen
sites, including the Raffles Land-
ing Site, the War Memorial Park

and the Arts House, which is Sin-
gapore’s Old Parliament House
built in 1827.

Sec 1 student Jerusha Rathi
said the activity has already
helped her improve her Tamil
and knowledge of history. She
said: “I didn’t know there’s an In-
dian National Monument at Es-
planade Park. Many people also
think our only heritage site is Lit-
tle India.”

The Tamil Language Festival,
which is in its seventh year, aims

to use literary, oratorical and cul-
tural events to encourage the
Tamil community to embrace
their mother tongue and use it in
their daily lives.

This year, activities include
the Malaysia-Singapore Tamil Lit-
erature Conference and a script
writing workshop.

 

WHY IT MATTERS
Mr Anbarasu Rajendran,
vice-principal of Teck Whye Sec-
ondary, said the activity would

help students appreciate the
practical value and uses of learn-
ing language instead of studying
it for examination purposes.

P r o f e s s o r X i a o L a n
Curdt-Christiansen from the Na-
tional Institute of Education said
there is an “important link” be-
tween language and heritage.

“There are specific things and
even jokes that you can’t use
English to describe,” said Prof
Curdt-Christiansen. “If you don’t
have the language, you lose part
of your culture.”

Dr Abdel Halim Sykes, lectur-
er at SIM University’s Teaching
and Learning Centre, said: “By
putting modern society and lan-
guage in its historical context,
the younger generations can get
a sense of where they come from
and where they belong.”

 

DO
Partner a friend or classmate
from a different race for this ac-
tivity. Share with your friend
three facts that you think you
know about his culture and have
him verify if they are correct.
Then, have him share three facts
about his own culture with you.
Next, have the same exchange
of information about your own
culture.

O
n April 1, President Tony Tan Keng Yam arrived in Myan-
mar for a five-day visit at the invitation of Myanmar Presi-
dent Thein Sein. This is the first state visit by Singapore
since diplomatic ties were established between the two

countries in 1966.
 

INSIGHT
Dr Tan first visited the capital Naypyidaw, where he received a cer-
emonial welcome. He then made a trip to Mandalay, the last capi-
tal of ancient Myanmar before its colonisation by the British. His
final stop was Yangon, the country’s main business city. It was the
capital established by the British.

His itinerary included meetings with top government leaders
and officials, businessmen, Singaporeans based in Myanmar and
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Dr Tan was with his wife, Mrs Mary Tan, National Development
Minister Khaw Boon Wan and Mrs Khaw, Minister of State for
Trade and Industry Teo Ser Luck, Members of Parliament Irene
Ng and Tin Pei Ling, and officials from the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Ministry of Trade and Industry and the Housing Board.

Dr Tan also officiated at the opening of International Enter-
prise (IE) Singapore’s overseas centre, which is the highlight of
the Singapore-Myanmar Business Forum. 

More than 100 government and business leaders from both
countries were at the forum to explore opportunities for coopera-
tion in industries such as infrastructure development and telecom-
munications. It was supported by the key business chambers: the
Singapore Business Federation (SBF) and the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

The SBF also led a delegation of 32 chief executive officers to
Myanmar the same week. IE said the multiple events reflect the
“surge of interest” in Myanmar, which has been called Asia’s last
investment frontier.   

WHY IT MATTERS
Dr Tan’s visit marks a deepening of ties between the two coun-
tries and an intensifying of high level exchanges. Last January,
President Thein Sein made a state visit to Singapore.

Singapore is Myanmar’s third-largest trading partner, with bilat-
eral trade reaching $1.8 billion last year. The Republic is also My-
anmar’s sixth-largest source of foreign direct investment – it in-
vested some $4.4 billion in 2011.

 
THINK

Why do you think Singapore maintained friendly relations with
Myanmar when others in the international community chose to
isolate it? What economic and cultural benefits are likely to arise
from this close friendship, especially now that Myanmar has be-
come popular to investors, businesses and tourists?

Learn language through heritage trails Asian visitors
boost S’pore
tourism

A
surge in the number of
visitors from China and
Japan has helped give
Singapore tourism a

record year in 2012.
For the first three quarters of

last year, visitor arrivals and tour-
ism receipts from these two Asian
countries posted double-digit
growth compared with the same
period in 2011, according to the
Singapore Tourism Board (STB).

 
INSIGHT
Indonesia, China, Malaysia, Austral-
ia and India provide the highest
numbers of visitors to Singapore.
However, China’s and Japan’s
growth rates in terms of the
number of visitors and the amount
they spent were the highest
among the top markets.

Last year, a record number of
1.5 million Chinese tourists spent
some $1.86 billion here. Visitor
numbers had surged 23 per cent
and spending increased 18 per
cent.

In the first three quarters of last
year, the number of Japanese tour-
ists increased 17 per cent to
554,000 and they spent $700 mil-

lion, which is 20 per cent more
than the same period in 2011.

However, despite strong
growth in visitor numbers and
spending from China and Japan,
neighbouring Indonesia remains
Singapore’s strongest market as In-
donesians make more frequent
trips here.

STB’s assistant chief executive
Sophia Ng said: “They treat us as a
weekend getaway destination, not
like an annual holiday destination
the way the Chinese do.”

 
WHY IT MATTERS
Although the complete figures for
the tourism sector’s performance
last year will be available only in

June, the preliminary estimates so
far indicate strong growth.

Some 14.4 million visitors came
through the Republic last year, an
increase of 9 per cent from 2011.
Their spending increased 3 per
cent to $23 billion.

Twenty-five per cent of the tour-
ist dollar went to air fare, port tax-
es and transport fees; 22 per cent
was spent on accommodation;
21 per cent on shopping and 10
per cent on food.

 
THINK

What makes Singapore attractive
to our Asian neighbours? What
reputation would we likely have
among other Asian countries as a
tourist destination?

Shruti
Khadka,
17,
Secondary
4 Beatty
Secondary School
Born in:
Nepal
Favourite Singapore
dish: Roti prata

“Pulau Ubin
reminds me of
my hometown. In
Nepal, I used to
play around the
forests near a
lake. The natural
environment of
Pulau Ubin
makes me feel
closer to home.”
On what reminds her of
home

“I have learnt to
speak Singlish
and, now, using it
is second nature
for me.”
On what she has learnt
here
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President Tony Tan Keng Yam and his wife, Mrs Mary Tan, arriving at
Naypidaw International Airport on April 1. The President was received by
U Wannu Maung Lwin (far left), Union Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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President Tony Tan Keng Yam met with Myanmar President Thein Sein (left)
and opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. PHOTOS AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

President
makes historic visit to

Myanmar
The visit by President Tony Tan Keng Yam
is the first state visit by Singapore since
diplomatic ties were established between the
two countries in 1966
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Teck Whye Secondary School students Keerthana (centre) and Jerusha Rathi
rehearsing their presentation for a Tamil-language tour of the Civic District Trail
with teacher Baskaran Ganga. ST FILE PHOTO

Despite strong growth in visitor numbers and spending from China and Japan,
Indonesia remains Singapore’s strongest market as Indonesians make more frequent
trips here. ST PHOTO JOYCE FANG
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