
By STACEY CHIA
and SANDRA DAVIE

A TOTAL of 27 schools were left
with less than half of their Prima-
ry 1 places after the second phase
of the registration exercise ended
yesterday.

Nanyang Primary and Anglo-
Chinese School Primary in Bukit
Timah, CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’
School in Ang Mo Kio and Ai
Tong and Catholic High in Bishan
had the highest take-up rate of
places in the phase known as 2A1.

This phase is for alumni who
had joined the school alumni asso-
ciation at least one year ago.

Ai Tong, Henry Park and Nan-
yang have less than one-third of
places remaining, even though
the registration exercise – which
started this month and ends on
Aug 30 – is not even at its half-
way mark.

In the first phase meant for
children with siblings in the same
primary school, 13 schools had at
least 50 per cent of their places
taken up. By the time the second
phase ended yesterday, 14 more
schools had joined the list.

At Nanyang Primary, for in-
stance, 272 of 390 places – or
about 70 per cent – for next year
were taken up by yesterday.

Anxious parents who called the

school were told that another 80
to 90 places are likely to be taken
up at the next phase, which gives
priority to alumni who have not
joined the alumni association and
for school staff.

This is likely to raise more calls
by parents to review the rule giv-
ing priority to alumni. One of the
main complaints has been that
parents join the alumni associa-
tion only to gain priority for the
Primary 1 registration.

In response to parents’ calls,
the Education Ministry (MOE) has
said before that key stakeholders
– such as former students, mem-
bers of the school advisory com-
mittees and parent volunteers –
are important as they help build
up and strengthen the schools’ tra-
dition and ethos.

The Straits Times spoke to sev-
eral parents who turned up to reg-
ister their children at ACS Prima-
ry, Nanyang Primary, Ai Tong
and Kong Hwa.

Several parents admitted that
they do not contribute to the
school as alumni members.

“Frankly speaking it is a bit un-
fair to other parents... I don’t real-
ly contribute to the alumni, but
yet I am given priority,” said Mr
Kelvin Lew, 44, a general manag-
er, who enrolled his daughter at
Kong Hwa in Geylang.

Another parent, Dr Adrian
Loh, 36, who registered his son,
Joash, at ACS (Primary), said that
he joined the school’s Old Boys’
Association three years ago but is
not an active member.

But a few other parents said
they were active in their alumni
associations.

One of them is Ms Celia Ho,
36, who has been part of Ai
Tong’s alumni association for the
last five years. She has helped to
organise weekend enrichment ac-
tivities, such as calligraphy class-
es for pupils.

“I actively participate to make
sure that it is the right school for
my son,” said Ms Ho, a bank exec-
utive.

Another issue that has come
up is the joining fees charged by
some of the alumni groups.

Nanyang Schools Alumni Asso-

ciation, for example, charges
$1,000. Raffles Girls Primary
School Alumni and ACS Old Boys’
Association charge $500.

Parent Sharon Lek, 37, thought
it was exorbitant: “Looks like it is
an easy way for the schools to
raise money. It puts them out of
reach to poorer families.”

One of the vice-presidents of
the Nanyang Schools Alumni As-
sociation, Madam Lim Lay Ngoh,
said at least half of the money
from membership fees goes back
to the schools, which include Nan-
yang Kindergarten, Nanyang Pri-
mary School and Nanyang Girls’
High School. The remainder goes
to organising fund-raising events
for the three schools. The associa-
tion has about 1,400 members.

She clarified that families with
financial difficulty can pay the
membership fee in instalments.

“There are parents that join
just to get their kids in Nanyang
Primary and that’s not good, but
we hope that over time some of
them will become more active
members,” said Madam Lim.

Mr Chandra Mohan, a commit-
tee member of the ACS Old Boys’
Association, said that the member-
ship fees is the only source of in-
come for the association, which
organises several events.

The next phase, 2A2, gives pri-
ority to a child whose parent or
sibling has studied in the primary
school of choice or whose parent
is a staff member of the school.

Registration under this phase
will be held over two days on Mon-
day and Tuesday. Results will be
known by Wednesday.
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Additional reporting Amelia Teng

By JANICE HENG

AS THE labour movement’s con-
tribution to Our Singapore Con-
versation (OSC) drew to a close
last night, the focus was not on
hard policy.

Instead, it was on getting Sin-
gaporeans to care about each
other and taking ownership of
the future.

Fresh graduate Mah Yi Xin,
22, voiced a common call: “I
hope we can... see other people
as part of our larger community,
to respect every elderly person
as if they were our grandparents
and treat every child as if they
were our own sibling or child.”

Respect for all workers was al-
so a major theme among the 100
or so participants, all labour
movement members.

Others hoped Singaporeans
could play an active part in creat-
ing the future they want to see.

Said Madam Suseela A. Singa-
ram, 54, a member of the NTUC
Women’s Committee: “Instead
of saying ‘the minister, the Gov-
ernment, Singapore must do
this for me’, we can look at how
we can do it together.”

These views cheered last
night’s guests, Education Minis-
ter Heng Swee Keat and NTUC
secretary-general Lim Swee
Say.

Said Mr Heng, who heads the
OSC committee: “If we can en-
courage in our next generation...
this great sense of ownership,
this very constructive, positive
energy... then I think we have a
bright future.”

Mr Lim was “proud” of the
participants for focusing not on
policies, but on the need to be a
nation with heart, and for citi-
zens to take action themselves.

The wrap-up session follows
more than 25 conversations,
with 950 participants, held un-
der the OSC umbrella by NTUC
since last year. After the official
exercise ends later this year, it
plans to continue such conversa-
tions, said Mr Steve Tan, who
heads NTUC’s OSC Secretariat.
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By PRISCILLA GOY
and AMELIA TENG

EVEN at the junior college level,
learning should be “engaging
and fun”.

That was why Temasek Jun-
ior College chemistry teacher
Low Kian Seh invented two card
games for his students. “It
trains students’ higher-order
thinking skills,” Mr Low said.

Yesterday, the 34-year-old
became the first JC teacher to re-
ceive the Outstanding Youth in
Education Award since it began
in 1999.

He was one of five to get the
award, which is for teachers be-
low the age of 35, during the
first of four ceremonies marking
the graduation of 2,037students
from the National Institute of
Education (NIE) this year.

Last year, there were 2,133
graduates.

One graduate who received
his diploma yesterday was Amer-
ican Colin Emerson, 27. He
came to Singapore in 2008 for a
fellowship programme and
taught history at Anglo-Chinese
School (Barker Road) for 11/2

years. When he went home, he

missed teaching here so much
that he decided to come back.

Remembering his time at
ACS (Barker Road), Mr Emer-
son, who has since been posted
to Catholic High School, said:
“My colleagues were very sup-
portive and helpful. That took
away a lot of the stress of prepar-
ing students for their O levels.”

Speaking to 460 graduates at
the Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) yesterday, Educa-
tion Minister Heng Swee Keat re-
minded them to “hold fast” to
their motivation for becoming a
teacher. He said he was heart-

ened by NIE’s research that
showed teachers here join “for
the right reasons”.

A 2011 study of over 1,000
teachers-in-training found that
close to 96 per cent went into
education out of the desire to
help children, or because of a
passion for teaching, which is
the case for Ms Clara Lim.

After two years as an auditor,
the accountancy graduate decid-
ed to switch to teaching. Said
Ms Lim, 26: “I want to invest in
the next generation.”
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By FENG ZENGKUN

LAW and Foreign Minister K.
Shanmugam yesterday dismissed
allegations from American re-
searcher Shane Todd’s parents
that Singapore had mishandled
the inquiry into their son’s death.

After a state coroner ruled on
Monday that he had committed
suicide, Dr Todd’s parents sent a
statement to the media alleging
that the verdict had been predeter-

mined.
Mr Shanmugam told The

Straits Times at an event in Yis-
hun that he understood the Todd
family’s grief but their allegations
“have not stood up to scrutiny
and have been found to be un-
true”.

Asked whether the Govern-
ment would consider taking ac-
tion against the Todds if they con-
tinued to impugn Singapore’s jus-
tice system, he said: “The facts

are there and people can judge for
themselves. We will just have to
leave it to the people to judge.”

He added that Singapore was
legally required to hold a coro-
ner’s inquiry into the death and
had done so, saying: “It was a
full, open inquiry and all evidence
was presented.”

The US Embassy in Singapore
said in a statement on Monday
that the inquiry had been “com-
prehensive, fair and transparent”.

Told that the Financial Times
(FT) had stood by its February re-
port which suggested that Dr
Todd had been murdered, Mr
Shanmugam said: “The responsi-
ble thing to do would be acknow-
ledge that the original article was
full of inaccuracies.”

Asked in a press conference on
Monday whether the Government
would consider suing the FT if it
did not correct the article, Mr
Shanmugam said: “I don’t think

that’s a path we want to go
down.”

Yesterday, Acting Manpower
Minister Tan Chuan-Jin slammed
the FT for standing by its report.
He said in a Facebook post: “So
The FT believes that their irre-
sponsible piece of journalism
stands? Creating conspiracy out
of nothing... I wonder if their sen-
sationalism led the Todd family
down this unfortunate path.”

zengkun@sph.com.sg

More than 2,000 graduate from NIE

Dr Adrian Loh and his son, Joash, at ACS (Primary), where the boy is registered for Primary 1 next year. Dr Loh said he
joined the school’s Old Boys’ Association three years ago but is not an active member. ST PHOTO: JOYCE FANG
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Mr Low (left) was one of five recipients of
the Outstanding Youth in Education Award
yesterday, while Mr Emerson received his
diploma. ST PHOTO: DESMOND FOO
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