
KOLKATA – Male? Female? The
case of a gender-bending Indian
middle-distance runner accused
of rape has taken several more
twist and turns this week.

Police in Barasat, a city on the
outskirts of Kolkata, on Monday fi-
nally charged Pinki Pramanik, the
2006 Asian Games women’s
4x400m relay gold winner, with
raping her live-in female partner,
who in June had accused the
26-year-old of duping her with a
promise of marriage.

The authorities said an
eight-member medical board
which tested her gender had con-

cluded she was genetically a man,
as she had the XY chromosomes.

But the board claimed police
were over-stating its findings.

“Pinki is neither a male nor a fe-
male. Pramanik is a male pseudo
hermaphrodite. It is a genetic dis-
order. That’s the medical opinion.
It’s now for the court to deliber-
ate,” Dr B.N. Kahali, the board
chairman, said.

Genetic expert Kaushik Mon-
dol, a member of the panel, was al-
so quoted as saying: “Even though
the report says Pinki is chromo-
somally a male, it doesn’t con-
clude that Pinki is a man... it says

the athlete suffers from DSD (dis-
order of sexual development).

“DSD patients can’t be identi-
fied as men.”

A number of experts were also
quoted in Indian newspapers say-
ing that someone with DSD is inca-
pable of performing a sexual act.

But a police spokesman said:
“The report indicates Pinki is ca-
pable of a male sexual act, even if
partially... You need not pene-
trate a woman to rape her.”

Pramanik claims there is a
“huge conspiracy” against her
and that the investigating authori-
ties were trying to force her to

commit suicide.
“The medical board had said I

had symptoms of excess male hor-
mones as an after-effect of some
of the drugs I had taken during
my sports career,” said Pramanik,
who also won silver in the
4x400m relay at the 2006 Com-
monwealth Games in Melbourne
before retiring the following year.

Santhi Soundarajan, another In-
dian medallist at the 2006 Asian
Games, was stripped of the wom-
en’s 800m silver after failing a
gender test.
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Teen fencer
wins gold
SINGAPORE men’s foil
fencer Joshua Lim won
the gold medal in the
South-east Asia
Fencing Federation
Championships in Ho
Chi Minh City
yesterday. The
16-year-old beat
Vietnamese Pham
Quoc Tai 15-5 in the
final to earn
Singapore’s first gold
of the biennial
championships.

Meanwhile, Ann
Lee, 21, from the
women’s sabre team
added a bronze when
she made it to the
semi-finals but was
defeated by Thailand’s
Starrat Sirawalai 12-15.

Singapore has one
gold and three bronzes
after three days of
competition.

S’pore pair
beat Chinese
SINGAPORE’S
women’s badminton
pair Shinta Mulia Sari
and Yao Lei are
through to the second
round of the Li Ning
China Open after
beating the Chinese
pair of Cheng Shu and
Luo Yu 16-21, 21-16,
21-19 in Shanghai.

However, their
compatriots Fu
Mingtian and Gu Juan
both suffered
first-round losses to
China’s Wang Shixian
(16-21, 14-21) and
Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbumrungpan
(12-21, 19-21)
respectively.

Hotline to
report doping
AIGLE (Switzerland) –
The International
Cycling Union (UCI)
has pledged to create a
confidential hotline for
riders to report
doping-related issues
in the wake of the
Lance Armstrong
affair. It says riders
can receive reduced
penalties in exchange
for cooperation,
though amnesties are
prohibited by the
World Anti-Doping
Code.
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WITH 36 places in the world’s top
100 rankings for women profes-
sionals occupied by Koreans, golf
has attracted an almost frenzied
following in the country.

And from today to Saturday,
that “craze” will be transplanted
to Singapore’s Laguna National
Golf and Country Club as it hosts
the ADT Caps Championship, the
Korean LPGA’s (KLPGA) season fi-
nale.

The previous nine editions of
the annual tournament, title-spon-
sored by the Korean affiliate of se-
curity firm ADT, have been held
in South Korea but the sunny
climes of Singapore have proved
too hard to resist for the KLPGA.

Tournament director Kim
Kwang Pae explained: “It is very

cold in Korea at this time of the
year. The greens are frozen and it
often snows.

“Singapore is a great location
due to its weather. The course at
Laguna is very challenging for the
players and this is a very impor-
tant competition because it is the
last of the year and their rankings
will be decided.”

Kevin Kwee, Laguna’s execu-
tive director, confirmed that the
tournament, which has free admis-
sion, will be held in Singapore for
the next three years.

He said: “We have seen a revo-
lution in women’s golf over the
past 10 years and there is no sign
of it stopping. Asia is the focal
point, with South Koreans being
the dominant force.”

With a booty of 400 million Ko-
rean won (S$444,000), the cham-
pionship has attracted 60 KLPGA
players, including 10 ranked in the
world’s top 100.

Among them is Kim Ha Neul,
23, the field’s highest
world-ranked player at 28.

She said: “I hope for good
weather this week. I have had
good practice before coming to
Singapore and hope to finish in
the top two.”

As an indication of the wide-
spread interest in the sport, jour-
nalists representing 24 Korean me-
dia outlets, including three broad-
casters beaming back three hours
of live coverage daily, are in town
to cover the tournament.
WANG MENG MENG

TEXAS – How do you practise for
a brand new Formula One circuit?

Lewis Hamilton’s answer
ahead of Sunday’s United States
Grand Prix, at the new
US$400 million (S$488 million)
Circuit Of The Americas in Texas,
is the PlayStation.

“I’ve only driven the track on
the PS3 and simulator – but I
think it’s going to be a track that
drivers enjoy,” said the McLaren
driver, who won in Indianapolis
five years ago, the last time an F1
race was held in the US.

“I’m looking to be the first
Grand Prix winner there.”

But, even if the stage has been
set for high drama as clinical Ger-
man Sebastian Vettel and fiery
Spaniard Fernando Alonso engage
in their own version of a Western
showdown, it is unclear if Ameri-
cans will be watching.

This year’s title could be decid-
ed at the penultimate race in the
unglamorous scrublands of south
Texas, as F1 tries again to estab-
lish a presence in the US.

Red Bull’s defending champion
Vettel will have an opportunity to

join Argentinian Juan Manuel Fan-
gio and Germany’s Michael Schu-
macher as the only drivers to win
three titles in a row.

Vettel, who tops the standings
with 255 points to Alonso’s 245,
must finish Sunday’s race with 15
more points than his Ferrari rival.

A sixth victory of the season
would give Vettel the title if Alon-
so places outside the top four.

However, the Spaniard is deter-
mined to take the championship
down to the final race in Brazil.

“I am confident, we will fight
until the end,” said Alonso. “We
are not fast enough, but we have
some strong points which we will
try to use.”

While Sunday’s race could be
the pinnacle of the season, local
fans do not view the race with as
much anticipation, since there is
no American driver on the grid.

In Texas, Nascar is king. And,
this is also football country,
where Friday night high school
games can attract crowds that
some English Premier League soc-
cer teams would envy.
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DESPITE his heroics at the Ryder
Cup and winning 10 European and
eight United States PGA Tour ti-
tles, a string of heartbreaks at the
Majors has given Sergio Garcia a
reputation as golf’s nearly man.

As his world ranking has
slipped from a career high of third
in 2008 to No. 22 today, his man-
tle as the sport’s whiz kid has
been usurped by Rory McIlroy,
the current world No. 1.

But Garcia insists that he still
has ammunition left in his locker
to blast his way back among the
elite. He said in a telephone inter-
view: “I’m still trying to improve
and be the best golfer I can be-
come. I wouldn’t say I am at the
peak of my career. I’ve played
nicely in the last couple of years
but there is still room for improve-
ment.

“My putting and my consisten-
cy have been better. My long
game has always been my

strength but you can always im-
prove a little bit. You can always
find something to tune a little bit
more.”

And, while he pines for victory
at a Major, he will not trade any of
his five Ryder Cup wins for one of
the sport’s big four champion-
ships. He insisted: “No, I
wouldn’t swop any of my Ryder

Cup victories for a Major win. If I
am meant to win a Major, I will
win it. I wouldn’t change it.”

He will be in Malaysia’s Mis-
sion Hills Golf Club for the
US$2 million (S$2.4 million)
Iskandar Johor Open from Dec
13-16. He will be joined by fellow
big-hitters Ernie Els of South Afri-
ca and New Zealand’s Michael
Campbell.

“I am going to go there (Malay-
sia) and, hopefully, I am feeling
good that week and I can fight for
victory,” he said.

And the Spaniard sees value in
packing in Asian tournament
dates in his calendar even if many
top pros do not. Last month,
HSBC was critical of Tiger Woods
for skipping the HSBC Champions
in Shenzhen despite appearing in
an exhibition game in nearby
Zhengzhou that week.

“I’ve always said that I am a
global player,” said Garcia. “I am
in Dubai next week, after which
I’ll play in Thailand and Malaysia.
I’ve always enjoyed that part of
the globe.

“I can’t speak for Tiger, he
knows his schedule best. But I
think the tournament is good
enough, now being a world tour
event makes it even better.”

At the age of 32, Garcia has yet
to translate his talent into great-
ness and he is cautious when
asked to peep into the crystal ball
on McIlroy’s future.

He said: “It’s difficult to say
how good he will be. There are so
many things that can happen.

“He’s a great player, he has the
full package. He’s a nice guy to
start with, I get along with him
well. He hits the ball far, quite
straight, sand play is good, chip-
ping and putting is solid. When he
is on, he is very difficult to beat.”

meng@sph.com.sg

FORMER national sprinter
Amanda Choo (far left) joined an
elite group of Singaporeans
yesterday when she was inducted
into the Singapore Olympic
Academy’s (SOA) Roll of Honour
by International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and Singapore
National Olympic Council
vice-president Ng Ser Miang.

Choo, 24, and former national
hockey player Goy Soon Lan, 47,
were honoured for their
contributions to Singapore sport.

Yesterday’s induction
ceremony was part of the
opening day’s programme of the
annual SOA International
Academic Seminar.

This year’s seminar has
attracted more than 150
participants from seven
countries. The event, which ends
tomorrow, will cover issues
ranging from sports excellence in
schools to the London Olympics.
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Indian athlete Pinki Pramanik has been
charged with rape after medical tests
showed she was genetically a man.
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Korean LPGA golfers (from left) Cho Yeong Ran, Kim Ha Neul and Heo Yoon
Kyung posing with the box containing the 400 million won (S$444,000) prize
purse for the ADT Caps Championship in Singapore. The event runs from today
till Saturday. PHOTO COURTESY OF LAGUNA NATIONAL GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

Sergio Garcia in action during September’s Ryder Cup. He has enjoyed remarkable success at the Ryder Cup and was a key
member when Europe stormed back on the final day to snatch victory from the United States. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

FORMER ATHLETES INDUCTED INTO ROLL OF HONOUR

Indian police charge Pramanik with raping female partner

Spanish golfer insists he still has the
game to power his way to the top

F1 stirs little interest

Sunny Singapore attracts Korean golf c’ship

GARCIA AIMS
TO BE AMONG
BEST AGAIN

SWEET SUCCESS

No, I wouldn’t swop any
of my Ryder Cup
victories for a Major
win. If I am meant to
win a Major, I will win
it.
– Spanish golfer Sergio Garcia
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