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By CHARISSA YONG

SINGAPORE’S education system
has been ranked fifth in the
world, behind Finland, South Ko-
rea, Hong Kong and Japan.

The quality of teaching and
cultural respect for education
were key factors propelling the
Republic into the top five, said
the report published yesterday
by the Pearson Group.

Researchers looked at the cog-
nitive skills and educational at-
tainment levels of children in 50
countries and territories.

The United Kingdom was
sixth, followed by the Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Switzerland
and Canada.

Thailand, Mexico, Brazil and
Indonesia were the bottom four
countries.

The inaugural Learning Curve
report, conducted by the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit on behalf

of Pearson, found that teachers
mattered greatly.

Higher-performing countries
recruited top talent to join the
profession and trained them
throughout their careers.

The study also found that in
Singapore, respect for teachers

was fuelled by a high level of sup-
port for education.

National Institute of Educa-
tion director Lee Sing Kong not-
ed that the Government sets
teachers’ starting salaries at a lev-
el comparable to those of engi-
neers and accountants entering
the civil service.

This sends a clear message
about the importance of the
teaching profession here, Profes-
sor Lee was quoted as saying in
the report.

Singapore also did well in the
cognitive skills category, which
tests mathematics, reading and
science. This data was taken
from standardised international
tests, including the Programme
for International Student Assess-
ment (Pisa), which tests
15-year-olds.

In the latest Pisa round in
2009, the Republic came in fifth
in reading and second in mathe-
matics.

Data from the Learning Curve
report can be found online at ht-
tp://thelearningcurve.pearson.
com
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By GOH CHIN LIAN

THE People’s Action Party (PAP)
will give out two new awards this
year to recognise party members
who have served their branch for
50 or more years, as well as
long-serving employees.

The awards will be given out
at a ceremony to be held this Sat-
urday at Kallang Theatre, on the
eve of the PAP’s biennial party
convention.

The most prestigious of the 12
kinds of awards – the Meritori-
ous Service Medal – will go to
party veteran S. Puhaindran, 75,
from Marine Parade branch.

That is the first of two new
awards, the second being the
Dedicated Service Star* Award,
which goes to Mr Ong Eng Kam
from Changi-Simei Branch, the
PAP said in a statement on Mon-
day.

The party will also recognise
two staff members at its head-
quarters who are due to retire at
the end of this year: Mr Sian Kok
Leong, an employee for 48 years,

and Mr Chay Weng Teck, for 27
years. They will receive the Long
Service Medal – Special Awards.

The recipient of this year’s
top award, Mr Puhaindran, was a
former inspector of primary
schools.

His first foray into party poli-
tics was the 1976 general election
when Emeritus Senior Minister
Goh Chok Tong first stood for
election in Marine Parade.

Since then, Mr Puhaindran
has “played an integral role in
building up the PAP Marine Pa-
rade branch to what it is today”,
the statement said.

His contributions include be-
ing election agent for Marine Pa-
rade, and later principal election
agent for Marine Parade GRC, for
all general elections since 1976.

He remains the chairman of
the welfare committee of the Ma-
rine Parade Citizens’ Consulta-
tive Committee and vice-chair-
man of the Marine Parade PAP
Community Foundation, which
he started.

Mr Goh said Mr Puhaindran

was also “the proxy local MP for
Marine Parade” during his term
as prime minister when he could
not attend weekly Meet-the-Peo-
ple Sessions, the statement quot-
ed him as saying.

Mr Goh added: “He was self-
less in sharing his knowledge
with other newer party mem-
bers.”

Mr Puhaindran, his four chil-
dren and seven grandchildren all
still live in the Marine Parade ar-
ea. He said that in recent years,
the party has realised it has to
get more involved with young
people and be aware of people’s
needs.

Party members should offer a
listening ear and “not be afraid
to let the people who are running
the party know what the people
want”, he said, adding: “Every
party member has to play a great-
er role in understanding what
people want, why adjustments
have to be made and what can
help the country get even bet-
ter.”
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