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and PRISCILLA KHAM

TESTS are being carried out on
milk imported to Singapore from
New Zealand after a potentially
toxic substance was found in
dairy products there.

Trace amounts of dicyandi-
amide (DCD), a chemical used in
fertilisers, were detected last
month in milk products from
Fonterra, the world’s largest
dairy exporter.

Singapore’s Agri-Food and
Veterinary Authority (AVA) said
DCD has low toxicity and is
present in trace levels in Fonterra
products which may be imported
here – so they could carry a low
food safety risk.

It is sampling milk products
imported from New Zealand and
will monitor the situation there.

Last year, Singapore imported
about 59 tonnes of milk products
from the country – around a quar-
ter of all those supplied here, the
AVA said.

Dairy products sold in super-
markets here through Fonterra in-
clude brands like Anlene, An-
mum, Anchor and Fernleaf.

DCD is sprayed onto New Zea-

land pastures to prevent nitrates
from leaching into water. Taiwan
and China are also examining
their Fonterra products.

In 2008, Fonterra was linked
through Chinese subsidiary Sanlu
to a melamine-tainted milk scare
in China that killed six children.

But Fonterra Co-Operative
Group Limited chief executive
Theo Spierings said: “Our testing
has found minute traces of DCD
in samples that were 100 times
lower than acceptable levels un-
der European food safety limits.”

In a statement, New Zealand’s
Ministry for Primary Industries
(MPI) said low DCD levels in
dairy products posed no safety
risk, as DCD is of low toxicity.

DCD makers have voluntarily
suspended production while two
major fertiliser companies volun-
tarily suspended its sales and use.

According to the MPI, a per-
son weighing 60kg would have
had to consume more than 130
litres of milk to have experienced
any effect.

Local supermarkets have not
withdrawn Fonterra milk prod-
ucts.

A Cold Storage spokesman
said Fonterra gave assurances

that its dairy products posed no
safety risk, but would support vol-
untary suspension of its products
if the store wanted it.

FairPrice said it had not re-
ceived any feedback from custom-
ers about contaminated milk.

Supermarket shopper Tang
Swee Choo, 56, said: “I won’t

buy it. I won’t take the risk.”
Housewife Two Wei Koon, 59,

said: “I’ll buy it as long as it’s on
the shelf. If it hasn’t been
recalled and the Government
hasn’t issued warnings, it should
be safe.”
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By DAVID EE

FIRST, Singapore had SG Fish –
locally farmed fish that Minister
for National Development Khaw
Boon Wan championed last
month.

Now it could have SG Crab.
Researchers at Temasek Poly-

technic (TP) have embarked on a
two-year project to improve the
survival rate of young mud crabs,
whose adults go into what many
consider to be Singapore’s nation-
al dish – chilli crab.

They aim to make them sus-
tainable enough so that they
could be farmed here to supply
local seafood restaurants – which
currently rely on imports.

Singapore imported over
6,000 tonnes of crabs last year,
according to figures from the
Agri-Food and Veterinary Author-
ity. They did not have figures spe-
cific to mud crabs.

Resorts World Sentosa is com-
mitting $20,000 to the project
through its Marine Life Fund,
which supports marine conserva-
tion and research efforts.

The polytechnic’s researchers
will focus on optimising condi-
tions for mud crab larvae surviv-
al, by removing nitrates – a prod-
uct of their waste that accumu-
lates in the water.

They intend to do this by intro-
ducing single-celled plants –
called phytoplankton – into the

water to absorb the nitrates as nu-
trients. TP aims to have this
water recirculation system devel-
oped by early 2015.

This might then pave the way
for interested farmers to farm
mud crabs successfully in our wa-
ters, said the manager for aquac-
ulture research at TP’s School of
Applied Science Wee Kok Leong.

At least four fish farmers have
told him that they are keen to
take on crab farming to diversify
their businesses, he added.

“There are also a lot of people
interested in continuing to con-
sume mud crabs. It’s a species
that is very topical, very desira-
ble, so it would have maximum
impact if we do it well.”

Seafood importers could also
benefit from a cheaper local sup-
ply of crabs, he said.

Mr Alvin Tay, 56, who owns
CJ Life Seafood Company, im-
ports mud crabs from Sri Lanka,
Indonesia and the Philippines.

A kilo that cost $15 five years
ago now costs close to $20, he
said, adding that the lack of a
local supply meant foreign export-
ers charge a premium.

He backed the idea of local
crab farms to lower his costs, but
was sceptical that farmed crabs
would match the quality of im-
ported wild-caught crabs.

“Quality is still the most im-
portant thing,” he said.
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By SELINA LUM

SEMBAWANG resident Aw Kian
Chow was walking home one
rainy evening in 2008 when he
slipped and fell at a sheltered walk-
way that he frequently used.

The then freelance accountant
injured his spinal cord, and be-
came paralysed.

Yesterday, the 55-year-old
arrived at the High Court on a trol-
ley bed to testify in a negligence
suit he has brought against the
Sembawang Town Council to seek
compensation.

Mr Aw, represented by Mr N.
Srinivasan, is seeking unspecified
damages for the injuries he suf-
fered, pain and suffering, loss of

earnings and medical expenses.
He alleges that the town coun-

cil had failed to properly maintain
the walkway to ensure that it was
safe for residents.

He is now a tetraplegic, and un-
able to feel anything from the
neck down. Confined to a bed, he
requires ventilator support, artifi-
cial life support and two caregiv-
ers to attend to him.

Yesterday, hooked up to ma-
chines to monitor his vital signs
and help him breathe, he laboured
to speak while his wife Angeline
Zeng, 43, stood next to the bed.

At one point, one of the ma-
chines started beeping when he be-
came breathless.

Madam Zeng asked the court

for a few minutes to help him, but
he told her: “I’m okay, I can take
it.”

Yesterday, Mr Aw testified
that it was raining heavily on the
evening of Aug 26, 2008 and that
water was “overflowing” on the
walkway between Block 415,
Block 415A and Block 419 in Sem-
bawang Drive.

He had held onto the handrails
as he walked, but slipped and fell.

He added that whenever it
rained, water would overflow
“like a river”. He said he had al-
most slipped and fallen several
times previously, and had seen
other residents almost losing their
balance.

Asked to describe what he
meant by “overflowing”, he said
the water was flowing on the walk-
way “as if it’s like a drain”.

The town council, represented
by Mr P.E. Ashokan, contends

that the walkway was properly
maintained. It said that the con-
tractor it had hired to carry out re-
pair and redecoration works in the
estate had used a material that

complied with industry standards
to ensure safety.

Yesterday afternoon, Justice
Choo Han Teck, together with the
lawyers from both sides, visited

the site to take a look at the walk-
way.

The trial, scheduled for five
days of hearing, continues today.
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By STACEY CHIA
and AMELIA TENG

FORMER crime scene investiga-
tor-turned-English teacher Idroz
Shah Bahroocha occasionally
turns his classroom into a “crime
scene”.

The 33-year-old, who spent 11
years with the Singapore Police
Force, comes up with fun ideas
like making his students “detec-
tives” in an exercise in reporting
as they analyse clues he leaves
around the classroom.

“It’s more fun and engaging as
they take the role of the detective,
and that way they don’t see the ex-
ercise as a daunting process,” said
Mr Idroz.

The teacher from Compassvale
Secondary School was one of 317
newly qualified teachers who grad-
uated from the National Institute
of Education (NIE) yesterday.

The ceremony held at the
Nanyang Technological Universi-
ty also saw 24 graduates complete
the institute’s part-time Bachelor
of Education programme, which
was specially designed for
non-graduate primary school
teachers.

Speaking to the graduates, NIE
director Lee Sing Kong said that
measures of success need not be
limited to grades and ranking.

“The role entrusted to us is to
provide our young with a holistic
education that prepares them for
fulfilling, meaningful and exempla-
ry lives beyond the Primary
School Leaving Examination or A
levels,” said Professor Lee.

Highlighting the importance of
good teachers, he said that “re-
search has consistently shown
that it is the quality of teachers
that makes the greatest difference
to learning outcomes”.

He reminded the new teachers
that it is their contributions that
will make their schools good
schools, and urged them to stay
grounded in their moral values
amid the “tougher challenges”
that they would face in an increas-
ingly complex world.

Senior Parliamentary Secretary
for Education and Manpower
Hawazi Daipi, who was the guest
of honour for the ceremony, said
that given the impact and signifi-
cance a teacher has on students,
“it is important that teacher edu-
cation prepares new teachers with
the appropriate values, knowledge
and skills”.

He noted that NIE’s teacher ed-
ucation programmes are highly re-
garded and recognised internation-
ally.

The new teachers bring the cur-
rent teaching force to more than
33,000 – exceeding the Education
Ministry’s projection of reaching
this target by 2015.

Paya Lebar Methodist Girls’
School (Secondary) music teacher
Sharon Han, 26, who was among
those who graduated yesterday,
said: “Not everyone will pursue a
career in the arts, but what’s
more important is that they have
had the exposure and realise the
joy that the arts can bring.”
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Trace amounts of DCD, a chemical used in fertilisers, were detected last month
in Fonterra milk products. Products sold here through Fonterra include brands
like Anlene (above) and Fernleaf. PHOTO: MARK CHEONG FOR THE STRAITS TIMES

English teacher Idroz Shah Bahroocha and music teacher Sharon Han were
among the 317 newly qualified teachers who graduated from the National
Institute of Education yesterday. ST PHOTO: DESMOND LIM

Mr Aw Kian Chow, 55, leaving the court yesterday on a trolley bed pushed by a paramedic. He was accompanied by his wife
Angeline Zeng, 43. Mr Aw became a tetraplegic after falling at a sheltered walkway one rainy evening. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM
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