
Use mother tongue every day
Many parents from English-speaking families are
stressed over their young children’s difficulties in
learning their mother tongue.

The children might then be sent off for a variety of
supplementary classes in this area and be drilled extra
hard at home.

But the thing to do is to relax, say mother tongue
education experts.

Ms Lim Seok Lai from the National Institute of Educa-
tion says: “Do not focus on teaching the child mother
tongue so he doesn’t feel the pressure of learning.
Instead, use it in the most natural way, in and outside
the home, parent to parent and parent to child.”

She is among a panel of
language experts, all from the
institute’s Asian Languages and
Cultures Academic Group, who will
speak at the Asia Education
Conference – Parents Edition from
Nov 20 to 24.

Another expert, Associate Profes-
sor Seetha Lakshmi (left), agrees
with Ms Lim.

She encourages parents to speak the mother tongue
language at home so that children pick up the language
in familiar everyday settings and become fluent in it by

the time they go to primary school.
This is vital, she adds, because many pupils come

from English-speaking homes these days.
“One has to use the mother tongue language in

everyday conversations to the point that the language
enriches in all aspects,” she says, explaining that
when a child knows standard spoken Tamil or
informal Tamil, learning to write the language
becomes easier in school.

“So he doesn’t need to learn the basic grammar or
differentiate between suffixes for, say, an older and
younger person, and teachers don’t have difficulties in
introducing Tamil language lessons starting from zero
base.”

Also, refrain from using both languages in the same
sentence.

Ms Lim says this is a habit that is difficult to kick.
Keeping to just English will also help the child’s
vocabulary and grammatical knowledge to “expand at
a faster rate” as it is the first language used in school.

For parents preparing a child for the Primary
School Leaving Examination, they should build up
the child’s confidence from about nine months before
the key examination, says Dr Mohd Aidil Subhan
Mohamed Sulor, 47, who will also be speaking at the
conference.

For instance, parents can block off an hour a day to
read with or discuss topics with the child using the
mother tongue language. While they are at it, they
should be careful that they do not speak an informal
version of the language.

In Malay, for instance, it is correct to use “bapa”
(which means father in Malay) and not “bapak” or
“engkau” (which means you) and not “kau”.

The conference will run concurrently with the
inaugural Asia Education Expo.

Apart from mother tongue language experts,
specialists in English, mathematics and science will
also offer pointers on how parents can motivate learn-
ing in children from kindergarten to primary and
secondary school.

About 2,000 tickets have been set aside for needy
families.
 Eve Yap
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