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THIRTY-FOUR aspiring teachers will begin a new
programme which will groom them to become “fu-
ture leaders” of the profession.

The Teaching Scholars Programme (TSP), which
begins this month, will be run by Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) and the National Institute
of Education (NIE). Under the programme, the
teachers will take up four-year degree programmes
involving teaching stints in other countries.

They will also get a chance to present their work
at conferences abroad and go on to pursue
post-graduate studies.

An NIE spokesman said the programme “aims to
develop future teacher leaders with a broad perspec-
tive of education and who are well-grounded in con-
tent and pedagogy”.

It is hoped that the graduates will go on to take
up positions such as school principals, researchers
and policy-makers.

To broaden their knowledge, they can also take
electives offered by NTU’s University Scholars’ Pro-
gramme such as evolutionary psychology and the
history and philosophy of science.

Ms Lin Siyue, 19, part of its pioneer intake, said:
“It’s important to learn how to teach and not just fo-
cus on content. That’s why I chose to spend a long-
er time in a teaching programme. I’m looking for-
ward to the learning experiences like getting to
teach in other countries like Finland and presenting
research papers.”

She will start her BA in English at the NIE later
this month after receiving a teaching scholarship

from the Ministry of Education (MOE) yesterday.
MOE scholars and teaching award holders in the

NIE’s four-year bachelor’s programmes are auto-
matically placed on the TSP.

Miss Lin was one of 204 aspiring teachers who re-
cieved the awards at the Grand Copthorne Water-
front Hotel yesterday.

Addressing them, Education Minister Heng
Swee Keat said it will be important for teachers in
the next few decades to “help their students devel-
op their values and strength of character that will
form their personal anchors in a world of flux”.

The scholarships and awards fund students for
their local or overseas undergraduate studies, after
which they have to serve a four- to six-year bond.

Scholarship recipient Shawn Tan, 21, will follow
up his childhood love for music by studying it at
King’s College London.

After taking piano lessons in Primary 3, he joined
the school band and then mastered the trombone.
Later, he joined the National Junior College’s piano
ensemble and studied music at O and A levels.

“There’s a satisfaction in devoting yourself to
teach what you love to others,” said the former
Whitley Secondary School student.

“I wanted to pursue a career in music, but for
some time I was unsure of what I really wanted to
do. It was my music teacher in junior college, Mr
Seow Aik Keong, who helped me to think through
my career options, and how to take music seriously.”
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MASTERING THE ART

“It’s important to learn
how to teach and not
just focus on content.
That’s why I chose to
spend a longer time in a
teaching programme.”
– Ms Lin Siyue, who received
a teaching scholarship

PASSION FOR SUBJECT

“There’s a satisfaction
in devoting yourself to
teach what you love to
others.”
– Mr Shawn Tan, who has
loved music since childhood
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