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To counter a rise in elitism, every-
one in society – from schools to par-
ents to students – has a role to play,
said educators and others.

In a speech recently, Raffles Insti-
tution (RI) principal Chan Poh
Meng told students and staff mem-
bers that the 192-year-old school is
at risk of becoming insular and elit-
ist, catering to a narrow class of Sin-
gaporeans. He said the way forward
was for the school to maintain a so-
cio-economic profile that is repre-
sentative of Singapore society and
for students to give back to the com-
munity with more heart.

In a bid to reach out to the disad-
vantaged, RI has, in recent years, giv-
en scholarships to needy primary

school pupils who show potential.
Beyond financial help for needy

students, top schools must focus
more on shaping students’ charac-
ter so that they do not develop an
elitist mentality, educators said.

Suggestions included getting stu-
dents to mix more with peers with
different family backgrounds from
other schools and exposing them to
more meaningful community work.

Many RI old boys said Mr Chan
was right to have spoken up about
elitism. One of them, Singapore
Management University law don
Eugene Tan, said: “Our top schools
are part of the education ecosys-
tem, and they often reflect what’s
happening in Singapore society.

“To pin the blame completely on
the schools is to point to the
symptoms but not the cause.”

He added: “The real question is
whether every child, regardless of
socio-economic background, can
access the opportunities available.”

National Institute of Education’s
Professor Jason Tan, who was in RI
in the 1970s, pointed to the trend of
“parentocracy”, in which parents’
wealth and social capital have great-
er bearing on a child’s success than
the child’s own abilities.

“They can pump in financial re-
sources to help children do well and
get into good schools.”

Alumni and experts said that giv-
ing students in these top schools
more time to interact with others in
the community could help them bet-
ter understand and empathise with
the less privileged.

While National Institute of Education’s Professor Jason Tan is glad RI gives scholarships to less well-off students, he and Singapore Management University law don
Eugene Tan say such help is not enough if the students cannot fit in. ST FILE PHOTO

Educators say everyone, including parents
and students, has a role to play to stem trend
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The real question is
whether every child,
regardless of
socio-economic
background, can
access the
opportunities
available.
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