
BY ADRIAN LIM

U
PPER-PRIMARY pupils
at Woodlands Primary
School usually turn up

for English class without their
textbooks, and with good rea-
son.

For instance, they may read
about and be prompted to dis-
cuss topics such as Singapore’s
MRT system or leatherback tur-
tles, using a variety of texts –
from fictional stories to informa-
tional reports, such as those in
newspapers.

The result? More interactive
lessons where pupils are more
vocal and confident in express-
ing themselves in English, said
Madam Ang Hui Lee, the
school’s head of department for
English Language.

Woodlands Primary was one
of 30 schools which piloted the
Strategies for English Language
Learning and Reading (Stellar)
programme back in 2006.

The programme was initially
rolled out for the lower-primary
level at all primary schools

in 2010.
Yesterday, the Ministry of Ed-

ucation (MOE) announced that
Stellar will also be implemented
nationwide for upper-primary
pupils, starting at the Primary 4
level, from next year. This
comes after a 2009 pilot with
24 schools.

The Stellar programme focus-
es on “21st-century competen-
cies”, which enable pupils to
communicate more effectively
and confidently, said MOE.

Under the programme, Eng-
lish is taught through stories
and texts which appeal to chil-
dren, with explicit grammar in-
struction.

Pupils are also given opportu-
nities to speak extensively and
to share their views with teach-
ers and peers.

To develop their writing abili-
ties, pupils will also have to
write with a specific purpose
and audience in mind.

With the changes, pupils will
also sit a revised Primary School
Leaving Examination (PSLE)
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English-syllabus
makeover for
upper primary
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T
WO months ago, it was
Central Asia. A month lat-
er, it was Africa. Now,

she is on a whistle-stop tour of
South-east Asia and East Asia,
preceded by a brief stopover in
the Cook Islands for the Pacific
Islands Forum summit.

With the zealousness of an
absent lover wooing a neglected
beau, US Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton has been consistent
in promulgating her President’s
much-touted pivot towards Asia.

However, as we in Asia fully
understand, it is not the mes-
sage. It’s the tone it is delivered
in.

In the months following Mr
Barack Obama’s pivot announce-

ment, no one can doubt that the
United States is back – back in
Asia, that is – politically, mili-
tarily and economically.

Yet, rather than evincing a
fervour for Asia, the nation’s “re-
turn” has been marked with a
preoccupation with China.

Mrs Clinton’s messages have
all had the same tone, whether
explicit or implicit: Dissuading
other countries of the rise of Bei-
jing’s influence.

Speaking in Mongolia, Chi-
na’s rising democratic neigh-
bour, two months ago, Mrs Clin-
ton said that governments “can’t
have economic liberalisation
without political liberalisation
eventually”.

As if referring to China’s slow-
ing economy, Mrs Clinton said:
“Clamping down on political ex-
pression or maintaining a tight
grip on what people read, say or
see can create an illusion of secu-
rity. But illusions fade – because
people’s yearning for liberty
don’t.”

In Senegal a month later, Mrs
Clinton tried to tout the tag-
line that the US was committed
to “a model of sustainable part-
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NAVIGATOR

SNUB FOR HILLARY: Muslim women praying during a protest
against the visit of Mrs Hillary Clinton outside the United
States Embassy in Jakarta yesterday. (PHOTO: AP)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1 (Continuous writing):

Instead of two questions with
fixed scenarios to write on, one
topic is offered, which can be
approached in several ways.
Pupils can also write using
different styles and formats learnt.

Paper 2 (Language use and
comprehension): New visual
text-comprehension section with
multiple-choice questions based,
for example, on a poster.

Paper 3 (Listening compre-
hension): More questions with
graphic representation.

Paper 4 (Oral communication):
Existing picture discussion re-
placed with conversation about
a visual, such as a poster.

FOUNDATION ENGLISH
Paper 1: Pupils given flexibility

to write their own endings in their
compositions.

Paper 2: Pictures may be
featured together with compre-
hension passages, to help pupils
understand the texts better.

Papers 3 and 4: Changes
similar to English Language
papers.

CHANGES TO PSLE ENGLISH Become a fan
of our Facebook
page at
www.facebook.
com/MyPaperSG
and get daily highlights

SPEAKING UP: A new English programme will be introduced
to upper-primary pupils from next year, with a more interactive
classroom setting. (PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES)
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BY GWENDOLYN NG

M
INISTER of State for
Community Develop-
ment, Youth and

Sports Halimah Yacob will visit
Finland, Norway and Sweden at
the end of the year to study the
established pre-school systems
there.

Letting the media in on plans
for her trip yesterday, she ex-
plained that the Nordic coun-
tries were chosen because they
have a “good system” of
pre-school education.

She highlighted how pupils
in Finland are known to develop

well, “in some situations even
better than us”, despite having
fewer examinations to sit as
compared to Singapore.

Madam Halimah is a mem-
ber of the new committee
formed by the Ministry of Com-
munity Development, Youth
and Sports (MCYS) and the Edu-
cation Ministry to revamp
pre-school education here.

Madam Halimah, who will
head to the Nordic countries
with a team of MCYS officials,
intends to explore areas such
as their governments’ heavy
involvement in the pre-school
sector, how teachers are trained

and the status of such teachers,
compared to other professions.

She said she also plans to vis-
it Hong Kong to learn about its
pre-schools and eldercare facili-
ties.

She said: “It doesn’t mean we
have to copy (them) whole-
sale...What we need to do is
extract useful, relevant princi-
ples, and apply them to our sys-
tem.”

She also revealed that the
committee is looking at roping
another two or three anchor op-
erators into the pre-school sec-
tor. Currently, anchor operators
PAP Community Foundation
and NTUC’s My First Skool re-

ceive government grants to low-
er operating costs and in turn
provide affordable education for
the masses.

She said: “We are discussing
with some operators to see if
they are prepared to become an-
chor operators.”

Madam Halimah was speak-
ing at the launch event of a
more user-friendly ComCare
website (www.comcare.sg) with
links that allow users to locate
suitable assistance schemes easi-
ly – such as by tailoring it ac-
cording to needs.

There is also the ComCare As-
sistance Finder Tool which rec-
ommends links to suitable assist-
ance schemes after users answer
a checklist of questions.

These can include their
household income, employment
status and the number of chil-
dren they have.

Ms Grace Lee, centre director
of Care Corner Family Service
Centre in Toa Payoh, said that so-
cial workers are able to assess
schemes with greater ease and it
“shortens the time clients take to
get community resources”.

nggwen@sph.com.sg

BY REICO WONG

THE aviation industry is getting
a $200-million boost to estab-
lish Singapore as an air-traf-
fic-management centre for the
Asia-Pacific region.

This is in line with air traffic
in Singapore skies, which is ex-
pected to see annual compound-
ed growth of between 4 and 5
per cent for the next few years.

The Civil Aviation Authority
of Singapore (CAAS) will use
the fund to set up a centre of ex-
cellence for air-traffic manage-
ment over the next decade.

This is aimed at putting Sin-
gapore at the forefront of air-
traffic-management research
and development, as well as mak-
ing it a key marketplace for air-
traffic-management solutions.

The centre will draw togeth-
er air-traffic-management re-
searchers, industry players and

other stakeholders in the global
aviation community.

The centre will also seek to
groom more high-calibre talents
to support the increasingly com-
plex aviation ecosystem.

These developments come as
industry experts estimate that
air traffic in Asia-Pacific is ex-
pected to triple by 2030. Travel-
lers are likely to face more con-
gestion and delays if invest-
ments are not made to modern-
ise air-traffic systems.

This was announced yester-
day by Transport Minister Lui
Tuck Yew, who also commis-
sioned a CAAS simulator – for
training air-traffic controllers –
that can better re-create real-
life air-traffic situations.

The new air-traffic-control
simulator is part of CAAS’
$300-million next-generation
Long Range Radar and Display
System III, expected to be

launched in the second half of
next year. Comprising 12
air-traffic-controller training
suites and 14 pseudo-pilots’ posi-
tions, the simulator allows more
air-traffic controllers to train un-
der various scenarios simultane-
ously, and will improve team-
work in emergency situations.

About 75 air-traffic control-
lers can now be trained each

year, or about 50 per cent more
than under the earlier training
system, said CAAS.

Mr Lui said: “We invest heav-
ily in quality training and sys-
tems...to equip (air-traffic con-
trollers) with the skills to per-
form in a constantly evolving
and increasingly challenging avi-
ation landscape.”

reicow@sph.com.sg

EDUCATION-SECTOR REVAMP

Lessons from Nordic pre-school

S’pore gear up to soar in
air-traffic management
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starting from 2015. This will ap-
ply to both the English Lan-
guage and Foundation English
papers. The latter is for pupils
weaker in the English language,
under MOE’s subject-based
banding scheme.

MOE said the PSLE changes
will give pupils greater scope to
give personal responses in
speech and writing, as well as
place more emphasis on viewing
skills, on top of listening and
reading skills.

For example, the oral exam
will do away with pupils describ-
ing a picture verbally. Instead,

they will have to give their views
on a visual found in everyday
life, such as a poster.

Stellar is seen to benefit pu-
pils who come from non-Eng-
lish-speaking backgrounds the
most, said an education expert.

“When it comes to neighbour-
hood schools where many of the
children may not speak English
at home, there is a great need
for a strong English teaching
programme. That is where Stel-
lar is most successful,” said Dr
Lubna Alsagoff, associate dean
for knowledge management at
the National Institute of Educa-
tion’s Office of Education Re-
search.

Parents my paper spoke to

were generally supportive of
MOE’s move to implement Stel-
lar at the upper-primary levels,
but some expressed concern.

Ms Jessica Lim, 34, a mother
of four, said she believes that
the skills required by the new
PSLE for English cannot be
taught in the classroom.

“I think it’s probably forcing
the kids to think a bit more rath-
er than relying on standard an-
swers...Parents will need to
teach independent thinking,”
said Ms Lim, whose eldest
daughter is in Primary 3.

adrianl@sph.com.sg

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY
MICHAEL ALLEN

Changes ‘benefit neighbourhood kids most’

SHELL CHARGED OVER 32-HOUR
FIRE ON PULAU BUKOM

THE Ministry of Manpower
(MOM) filed a charge against
Shell Eastern Petroleum in court
last Friday for alleged safety
lapses following the 32-hour fire
at its Pulau Bukom oil refinery in
September last year.

Shell was charged under the
Workplace Safety and Health
Act. By “failing to ensure the
safety of its processes and the
premises itself, Shell had
breached its duties under the
Act”, said MOM yesterday.
Shell could be fined up to
$500,000 for a first conviction.

DONATE TO S’PORE RED
CROSS AT iNETS KIOSKS

DONORS to the Singapore Red
Cross (SRC) can now give
on-the-go at 96 iNets Kiosks
located islandwide at MRT
stations, bus interchanges,
petrol stations and shopping
malls.

All donations to SRC are
tax-deductible, except for
donations for foreign aid.

STB TEAMS UP WITH
TRIPADVISOR ON PORTAL

THE Singapore Tourism Board
has teamed up with travel
website TripAdvisor to provide
fresh traveller content on
YourSingapore.com.

The web portal will now
display TripAdvisor ratings,
reviews and opinions on
Singapore’s restaurants,
attractions and shopping.

HELPDESK
Pre-school: 幼儿园 yòu ér yuán

Involvement: 参与 cān yǔ

Extract: 提取 tí qǔ

Grants: 拨款 bō kuǎn

REALISTIC TRAINING: Transport Minister Lui Tuck Yew
(second from right) commissioned a simulator for training
air-traffic controllers yesterday. (PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES)
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