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TEACHERS are role models for their stu-
dents, and therefore need to be exempla-
ry in their conduct, Education Minister
Heng Swee Keat told an audience of edu-
cators yesterday.

“Parents and the wider community
view our teachers with respect, and as a
result, have high expectations of the con-
duct and behaviour of teachers,” he said.

He was speaking at the National Insti-
tute of Education’s (NIE) first teachers’ in-

vestiture ceremony of the year, where
320 newly qualified teachers and 28
in-service educators received their certifi-
cates for completing diploma or degree
programmes in education.

While he did not refer to them in his
speech, Mr Heng’s comments came after
recent cases of sexual relationships be-
tween teachers and students put the con-
duct of educators in the spotlight.

In the most recent reported case, a
former secondary school teacher was sen-
tenced to eight years’ jail this week, after
he was found guilty of having sex with
one of his students, who was 14 at the
time.

Referring to the ministry’s commit-
ment to providing a values-driven, stu-
dent-centric education, Mr Heng said stu-
dents are always observing how teachers

interact with others.

“It is important that you be role mod-

els for your students. Carry yourselves

well and practise what you teach.

“As teachers, you stand in a position

of trust. Students look up to you for inspi-

ration, and trust that you will always act

in their best interests.”

He reminded teachers to keep the trust

by living up to their commitment in the

ministry’s Teachers’ Pledge, which,

among other things, states that teachers

“will be exemplary in the discharge of...
duties and responsibilities”.

During his speech, Mr Heng also com-
mended the inaugural cohort of 28 gradu-
ates from NIE’s part-time Bachelor of Ed-
ucation degree programme, hailing them
as “role models in lifelong learning”.

The 31/2-year programme took in its
first students in July 2008. It was de-
signed for non-graduate primary school
teachers currently in service, and six of
the 28 are now over the age of 50.

Mrs Susan Teng, 51, told The Straits
Times that she had always wanted to get
a degree, but could not do so because of
work and family commitments. That was
why the mother of two boys, aged 15 and
22, jumped at the chance to take up the
part-time programme back in 2008.

“It was truly a challenge to see if I
could manage the rigour of the pro-
gramme... I want to let my colleagues
know that if I could do this at my age,
they should be able to upgrade them-
selves too,” said Mrs Teng, who heads
the English department at Coral Primary
School.

Another graduate, Mrs Angela
Low-Ee, 46, said she is already gearing
up to take a part-time master’s, in teach-
ing or special needs, to further improve
her professional knowledge.

The Maris Stella High School (Prima-
ry) teacher said the degree programme
has prepared her for further studies.

“Now I’m more ‘hardened’, I think I
should be able to handle it,” she said,
laughing.
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HE WAS jailed and caned 21/2 years
ago for helping a loan shark harass
debtors.

Tan Jit Thiam, 37, a shop supervi-
sor, went back to his old ways last
November.

He defaulted in repaying a $500
loan he had taken from an unlicensed
moneylender, after making heavy loss-
es in gambling. The loan shark, known
only as Alex, threatened to harass him
at home.

Tan pleaded with him to delay the
repayment.

But the loan shark offered him a job
harassing debtors by splashing paint
on their homes and writing notices on
walls asking them to repay the money.

Tan agreed and was paid $80 per
home, which would be used to offset
his loan.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Ilona
Tan Lin Yen said investigations
showed that Tan recruited his col-
league, Yadav Rana Pratap, 22, an in-
tern, to help him, as the younger man
needed to earn extra money.

Tan went to flats in Jurong East, Ju-
rong West, Chai Chee, Bishan and
Hougang to cause damage and annoy-
ance to occupants by splashing paint
and scribbling “O$P$” or “Owe Mon-
ey Pay Money” messages for illegal
loans taken by unknown debtors.

His accomplice, whose case is pend-
ing, acted as a lookout.

Tan was arrested at his home by
the police on Dec 7.

Yesterday, he was jailed a total of
five years and ordered to be given 24
strokes of the cane after pleading
guilty to five charges of harassment.

Four other similar charges were tak-
en into consideration.

Pleading for a lighter sentence, the
father of two told District Judge Wong
Peck that he was supporting the fami-
ly.

He said his second child, a
four-month-old baby, had medical
problems.
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A PROMISING student who suffered head
injuries after being knocked down by a cab
has had his compensation payout for loss
of future earnings more than doubled.

Mr Lee Wei Kong, 24, has now been
awarded $648,000, after the Court of
Appeal decided that the $250,000 he was
granted last year was too low.

Lawyers said the ruling is significant be-
cause it took into account his potential
earnings over the next 20 years, rather
than the usual 16 to 18. This could reflect
factors such as the fact that people are now
living longer and retiring later.

Mr Lee was a junior college student with
a bright future ahead of him until he was
hit by the taxi while crossing Jurong East
Avenue 1 in 2005. He was left with a poor
memory and slurred speech, shattering his
plans to go to university.

Last year, the High Court awarded him
an overall sum of $700,000 in damages,
which included separate payments for pain
and suffering, and for medical costs. The
award is now a total of $1.1 million, taking
into account the higher payout for loss of
future earnings.

KhattarWong lawyer P.E. Ashokan said
the Court of Appeal’s decision to calculate
his earning potential over 20 years would
serve as a reference point in future cases.

“The law has caught up with the times, giv-
en increased retirement age, life expectan-
cy and changed work conditions and the
move recognises this,” he said.

The court heard that Mr Lee was achiev-
ing good grades before the accident and
could have gone on to become a university
graduate. Instead, he pursued a diploma in
art at LaSalle College. As his prospects of
earning good money as an artist were not
bright, the court decided the “fairest ap-
proach” was to calculate the payout based
on the $2,700 a month median starting pay
of university graduates. It said a multiplier
of 20 years did not seem “inappropropri-
ate” given Mr Lee’s age.

“Undeniably, in this exercise, the court
is being asked to look into the future,”
wrote Judge of Appeal Chao Hick Tin in his
judgment grounds yesterday.

The victim’s father, Mr Lee Swee Chit,
53, said he was glad the case was over. “We
have to move on and I thank our lawyer
Joyce Fernando for her pro bono work.”

Woman remanded
in cheating case
A JOBLESS woman was remanded
for further investigation after she
was charged yesterday with cheat-
ing. She allegedly gave fraudulently
obtained cheques to the owner of a
flat in which she was trying to rent
a room.

Winnie Teo Weini, 28, is said to
have given the homeowner what ap-
peared to be a cheque for $4,800.
This was allegedly for the deposit
and three months’ rent for a room
in the Elias Road flat.

Australian acquitted
of assaulting student
AN AUSTRALIAN businessman, ini-
tially charged with assaulting a
woman at Jurong East MRT station
in 2010, was acquitted yesterday.

Mr Bradley Joseph Furness, 47,
was charged after he allegedly

grabbed student Tan Ching Hong,
22, in a headlock and pushed her to
the ground that December.

The Australian, who is a Singa-
pore permanent resident, was also
facing two other charges for mis-
chief and causing hurt.

He was given a discharge
amounting to an acquittal after the
prosecution called for a withdrawal
of all three charges.

Father charged with
throwing baby on bed
A FATHER who allegedly threw his
baby boy from a height of 1.1m on-
to a bed, made his third appearance
in court yesterday.

Francis Lim Kiat Hoe, 29, who
was charged on Jan 7 with a rash
act, also faces a second charge of
threatening to throw the
two-month-old baby down from a
block of flats in Jurong, with intent
to cause alarm and fear to his wife.

The alleged offences happened
at around 9pm on Jan 5.

The case was adjourned to Feb
10 as the medical report on the
baby is still not ready.

(From left) Mrs Angela Low-Ee, 46, Mrs Susan Teng and Madam Regina Ng, both 51, are among 28
in-service teachers who earned their degrees through a part-time programme. ST PHOTO: NURIA LING

A SERIAL housebreaker who got away with
$37,500 worth of property from 18 flats in
Bukit Batok and Jurong West was jailed
31/2 years yesterday for burglary and
drug-related offences.

Adam Jamaluddin, 21, put his previous
experience as a window cleaner to use,
breaking into maisonettes and flats in the
two estates in the second half of last year.

He pleaded guilty to six charges of
housebreaking and theft, and one each of
drug possession and consumption.

The court heard that he would leave his
Jurong West home in the evenings to scout
for flats in the neighbourhood or in Bukit

Batok to break into.
He would take the stairs and, once he

spotted a unit with open windows or with
unsecured grilles, he would climb over the
railing onto the ledge or parapet and edge
his way into the unit.

He kept the cash he took, and sold off
some or all the stolen items, and spent the
proceeds on food, cigarettes, heroin and
taxi fares.

Police managed to recover $8,110 worth
of property when they arrested him at his
home on Nov 18.

Two packets of .07g of heroin were
found in his bedroom.

He admitted that the drugs were for his

own use, and that he had taken morphine

the night before.

The court heard that he started taking

drugs intravenously 21/2 years ago and

would feel “very high” after that.

Fifteen other charges were considered

during his sentencing.

The maximum penalty for housebreak-

ing and theft by night is 14 years.

For the drug offences, he could have

been jailed up to 10 years and/or fined up

to $20,000 on each charge.
NO CONTRACT had been signed as
yet, so there was no need for insurer
NTUC Income to pay out the claim.

But NTUC Income still delivered a
cheque for $15,000 to the family of
dead Primary 4 boy Lee Yu Heng early
yesterday afternoon.

The nine-year-old was killed last
week when a car struck him metres
outside Sembawang Primary School at
Sembawang Drive, which he attended.
He was crossing the road to his fami-
ly’s flat at Canberra Road when he
was hit.

The boy suffered injuries to his
head, chest and spine and was pro-
nounced dead at Khoo Teck Puat Hos-
pital later in the evening.

The sum is what the insurer would

have been liable for under the Student
Protection Plan taken by the school.

In event of the death of a student,
the payout is $15,000. The insurance
plan also covers disability and medical
expenses from accidents.

NTUC Income said it made what it
called an “exceptional payout” even
though at the time of the accident, pa-
perwork between NTUC Income and
the school had not been finalised.

“NTUC Income decided to examine
the broader goal of the protection
plan and honour the commitment to
the school’s students,” said Ms Lee
How Teck, senior vice-president &
general manager of NTUC Income’s
Group & Health Division.

“We felt it was the right thing to
do to put people above processes...
and it also reflects our philosophy of
settling claims quickly, fairly and in
the spirit of the purpose of insur-
ance.”

The insurer said there will be an ad-
ditional payout to the family when the
dead boy’s hospital expenses are con-
firmed.
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