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SCHOLARS’ CHOICE I

HAZEL TAN

IN 2014, Mr Roysmond Sim Zhen
Wei participated in the Ministry
of Education’s (MOE) teaching in-
ternship programme to get a taste of
what being a teacher was like.

That decision turned out to be a
transformative one, sparking a pas-
sion for teaching that led him to ap-
ply for and take up the MOE Teach-
ing Scholarship (Local).

The 22-year-old is now studying
for a Bachelor of Science (Educa-
tion) degree at Nanyang Technolog-
ical University and National Insti-
tute of Education (NIE), and is part
of the NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars
Programme (TSP).

Recalling his teaching stint at
Montfort Secondary School, Mr
Sim says: “I felt that it was impor-
tant to get a first-hand experience
of teaching before actually deciding
whether I should become an educa-
tor. The experience turned out to be
extremely rewarding and fruitful.”

Knowing that he is in a unique posi-
tion to help build character and guide
his students in making life choices
gives him a deep sense of satisfaction.

After his internship, one of his
students sent him a simply written
“thank you” letter.

“I think that letter and the words of

Guiding students in many ways
Ministry of Education scholar Mr Roysmond Sim Zhen Wei learns the art of being an educator through an internship stint

affirmation made the choice really
simple for me.  No other job can grant
me the intrinsic rewards of teaching.
You don’t need many grateful and ap-
preciative students; sometimes, just
one is enough,” he says.

Learning to teach
Mr Sim is majoring in physics and
taking classes that will prepare him
to be a secondary school science
teacher. In addition to taking aca-

demic modules on physics, he also
has to take education and curricu-
lum modules to learn how to teach.

The regime is rigorous, but Mr Sim
will not have it any other way.

“I chose TSP because I wanted to
go beyond having content mastery
in physics; I also wanted to learn to
be good at teaching physics. Com-
pared to the conventional bachelor’s
degree in physics, NIE’s programme
offers me a good balance of both

Mr Sim is well on his way to becoming an educator with the TSP’s enriching learning experience and many opportunities for personal growth. PHOTO: NURIA LING

subject mastery as well as pedagogi-
cal content knowledge,” he says.

TSP has been an enriching and ful-
filling experience as it allows him to
immerse himself in a community of
educators in a nurturing learning en-
vironment.

As a TSP scholar, Mr Sim enjoys
many opportunities for personal
growth. In May this year, as part of 
MOE’s building university interns
for leadership development (BUILD)

programme, he was attached to High-
er Education Division for five weeks.

During that time, he was involved
in the outreach efforts for the new
Science Centre, learning to work
with adult participants and honing
his facilitation skills.

“The headquarters (HQ) stint pro-
vided insights into the importance
of professional and effective office
communication. It was also a good
opportunity for me to understand the

MOE HQ ecosystem and how various
departments support each other in 
their individual roles,” he says.

Overseas attachment
Next year, Mr Sim hopes to go for an
overseas practicum at the Universi-
ty of Stockholm, where he will likely
be posted to a local Swedish school
for attachment.

“I think the overseas practicum
would be a great opportunity to
learn about the various practices
of Swedish schools and assess how
the Singapore education system can
possibly adopt certain aspects to im-
prove our own education system,”
he says.

As part of his scholarship, Mr Sim
will serve a four-year bond, starting
in July 2018 following his graduation.

Mr Sim is aware of the critical role
he will play in future.

“Education is not only about teach-
ing a subject, but rather teaching stu-
dents, be it in building their character
or being there to guide them in mak-
ing life choices,” he says.

For those thinking of following in his
footsteps, Mr Sim suggests that they
try it out before taking the plunge.

“Teaching is not as easy as it seems.
And nothing can make you more cer-
tain about becoming a teacher than
having a first-hand experience. Try
out teaching, be it through the in-
ternship programme or through re-
lief teaching in schools, to get a feel of
how it is like to teach 40 students in
a classroom, many of whom may not
be willing to listen to you,” he says.

“Ultimately, it is important to con-
sider whether teaching is really for
you before you sign on the dotted
line,” says Mr Sim.
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