
SHEEP, dogs and pigeons now haunt
the formerly forbidden grounds of Bab
al-Azziya, where slain Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi lived in luxury with
his family. Families tour its muddy
fields with quiet glee and vendors
have set up shop, selling everything
from toothpaste to toilet plungers.
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WITH flood waters still threatening
central Bangkok, many Singaporeans
are postponing planned trips or trying
to switch to other destinations.

Some travel agencies and airlines
have been accommodating such
requests without charging an
administrative fee. However, those
who scrap their trips may need to pay
an administrative fee to the airlines.
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ROME: Italy’s Prime Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi suffered a huge humiliation in Par-
liament last night in a vote that indicated
he no longer had a majority, ratcheting
up the pressure for him to resign.

Mr Berlusconi won a vote on Italy’s
2010 public accounts – a precondition for
the approval of any future budgets – but
only 308 in the 630-seat Chamber of Dep-
uties were in favour, far below the abso-
lute majority of 316 seats required for a
stable government.

The opposition refused to vote.
That left the centre-right coalition in

an extremely weak position.
“The government no longer has a ma-

jority in this chamber,” Mr Pier Luigi Ber-
sani, leader of the main opposition Demo-
cratic Party, said after the vote.

Addressing Mr Berlusconi, he added:
“Hand in your resignation.”

That same demand was aired just
hours earlier by Mr Berlusconi’s closest
coalition ally, Mr Umberto Bossi, head of
the Northern League.

“We asked him to step aside, take a
step to the side,” Mr Bossi, who brought
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BY LEONARD LIM

SCIENCE teachers can get students to dis-
cuss the ethical considerations of scientif-
ic research and technology.

English language teachers can use an
article to get pupils to reflect on values
such as care, empathy and respect.

The bottom line is that every subject –
not just civics and moral education – of-

fers a window for teachers to build charac-
ter and a sense of belonging to Singapore.

And in a new drive to emphasise mor-
als-driven learning, teachers will get tips
from the Ministry of Education (MOE) via
a 195-page toolkit on how to incorporate
the teaching of values into lessons.

A recently established Character and
Citizenship Education (CCE) branch will
oversee the units in charge of moral edu-
cation, national education and co-curricu-
lar activities.

The renewed emphasis on morals-driv-
en learning will prepare students for a fu-
ture that Education Minister Heng Swee
Keat describes as “more uncertain and
more volatile”.

Calling it a total approach, he said at
the first CCE conference: “We have to
make the learning of character and citi-
zenship interactive, engaging and allow
the pupils to explore and internalise these
values.”

Four to five periods a week are being
set aside for CCE – which brings together
the current civics and moral education
curricula, and national education and so-
cial and emotional learning programmes.

Schools now allocate roughly the same
number of periods to these areas, but
they end up as remedial lessons for exam-
inable subjects. CCE will be implemented
from Primary 1 to junior college level.

Mr Heng noted that teachable mo-
ments occur in and out of the classroom
– including during co-curricular activi-
ties – and teachers need to catch them.

He drew smiles from the 1,600-strong
audience of principals and teachers at
Nanyang Technological University when
he called it the most difficult “subject” to
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AS MORE babies are born using
artificial reproduction techniques, the
Law Ministry is studying legislation to
make clear who the parents are. The
matter could be an issue if, say, the
couple divorce. The move comes at a
time when the number of babies
conceived by such methods is rising.
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THREE Indonesian maids yesterday
received awards at a ceremony
organised by maid agency Nation
Employment and Cats Classified, a
part of SPH’s marketing division.

(From left) Ms Yuliani Basori, 32,
was named Best Cook; Ms Ngantin
Paidi, 26, Best All-Rounder; and Ms
Muaropah, 29, Best Caregiver. The
trio each won $500 and an iPad 2.

L HOME PAGE B2

BY ROHIT BRIJNATH

JOE Frazier is gone, defeated finally by liver cancer at 67, but I
like to think he would have fought it to the end.

Because Joseph William Frazier, his left hook flashing in the
night, wading into his rivals like some avalanche of rage, win-
ning the 1964 Olympics with a broken left thumb, knew no oth-
er way but to fight.

His nickname was Smokin’ Joe possibly because he was true
to the words of his trainer, who reportedly told him: “Go out
there, goddammit, and make smoke come from those gloves.”

Frazier’s final fall is a tragedy.
Not just his passing, for all men are knocked down finally.

Not just that the curtain has begun its slow-motion fall on the
last great generation of heavyweights – Frazier, Muhammad

Ali, Ken Norton, George Foreman – whose brutal art we could

not look away from.

No, the tragedy of Frazier, one of 13 children of a sharecrop-

per, was that he was the bruiser always standing in the artful

shadow of the boxer called Muhammad Ali. He was a great
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Frazier giving Muhammad Ali a left (above) in their 1971 bout in New
York, in The Fight Of The Century. Smokin’ Joe in April 2009 (right)
posing for a portrait in New York. PHOTOS: ASSOCIATED PRESS
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EDUCATION Minister Heng Swee Keat
yesterday highlighted examples of how some
schools infuse Character and Citizenship
Education into their curricula. Here are some
examples:

NORTH VIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL

The school incorporates values education
into its English classes by getting pupils to
create picture books – many containing
moral lessons – for their project work.

The six best works have been made into
supersized books that will be used to teach
English and values to lower primary pupils.

Separately, it taught pupils about the
challenges faced by people with physical
disabilities through classroom lessons and a
roadshow in June. The school worked with
the Singapore Kindness Movement and other
voluntary welfare organisations on this
project.

During the roadshow, pupils experienced
the actual difficulties faced by the
visually-impaired and hearing-impaired, as
well as those who are wheelchair-bound. For
example, they tried eating with blindfolds on
and painting without using their hands.

SI LING SECONDARY SCHOOL

All Secondary 1 and Secondary 2 students
take part in a tailored outdoor education
curriculum. Held as part of their physical
education lessons, the activities include
kayaking, abseiling and rock climbing.

The lessons, which started in 2008, help
infuse values such as responsibility and
respect in an informal setting.

CEDAR GIRLS’ SECONDARY SCHOOL

All lower secondary students carry out a
community service project based on their
interests. They can decide how they want to
make a difference to society.

Upper secondary students take the lead in
coaching other members of their
co-curricular activity groups.

The school also provides training in skills
that students would need as active citizens,
such as fire-fighting and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation.

DE LA SALLE SCHOOL

Primary 1 and Primary 2 pupils are taken
through bonding activities such as making
class flags for sports day. This gives them
the chance to make new friends, work with
others and develop a class identity.

Camps are organised for all levels every
year, with different themes for each level.
For example, the Primary 4 camp focuses on
national education, and pupils learn about
Singapore’s history through outdoor games.

BENDEMEER SECONDARY SCHOOL

Students reflect and pen their thoughts in a
log after they complete activities such as
community involvement programmes and
school camps.

The feedback received from the students
helps the school gauge whether a particular
approach is effective. This gives students a
chance to shape the way such programmes
are carried out for future batches.

FAIRFIELD METHODIST SCHOOL

The school gives its upper primary pupils the
chance to initiate and implement community
service projects, such as ongoing service
trips to a Batam orphanage.

All pupils are also given leadership roles
in school, and are given training for them.

teach well. Tests to assess understanding and appli-
cation of CCE concepts cannot be set, and it is how
well they are internalised that will be a barometer.

He first raised the issue of a values-driven educa-
tion at the MOE Workplan Seminar in September.
Yesterday, he elaborated on the desired outcome –
nurturing persons of good character and responsi-
ble citizens who contribute to society. The core val-
ues of responsibility, resilience, respect, integrity,
care and harmony will provide the CCE foundation.

Over the past five decades, character education
in public schools has evolved from textbook teach-
ing to more activity-based learning, such as class
debates and community service.

The CCE branch will work on a syllabus and
teaching materials linked to life and school events,
and provide updated teaching materials.

The MOE toolkit highlights five Ps for effective
implementation:
L a clear purpose, so there is a whole-school ap-
proach, rather than sporadic events to teach values;
L identifying pupils’ profiles and customising pro-
grammes to suit them;
L exPerience in ensuring that CCE is internalised
by students through its infusion into activities;

L professional develop-
ment, involving MOE pro-
viding training for teach-
ers to deliver the CCE cur-
riculum; and
L fostering partnerships
between parents, schools
and the community to re-
inforce values.

Teachers told The
Straits Times that more
discussion on how values
can be incorporated into
lessons is needed within
their schools.

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e
toolkit, teacher Jason Ng,
39, can provide examples
of mathematicians and
discuss what drove them
to discover principles.

The head of depart-
ment for mathematics at
Chongfu School said:
“Learning about the histo-
ry of maths is usually
done at higher levels, but
this is something worth

exploring.”
But educators may face some problems in teach-

ing morals, a keynote speaker at yesterday’s confer-
ence pointed out.

Professor Lee Wing On, the National Institute of
Education’s dean of education research, said:
“Teachers come to me and say, ‘I’m embarrassed,
I’m not sure if I’m practising the values that I’m
teaching’.”

Parents like Mr Yeap Min Jye, 41, a process man-
ager with two sons aged 10 and five, also wondered
if the MOE’s push may add to teachers’ already
heavy workloads. “Anyway, parents are the most
important people when it comes to teaching values,
and we must do our part,” he said.

Another question mark hovers over how long it
will take for results to show. Mr Heng offered an ex-
ample in how bamboo trees grow – nothing comes
out of the ground for the first four years, but the
tree can suddenly reach 27m in the fifth year.

“What is important is that we are heading in the
right direction, and many of these changes will take
place over time and we just have to persevere.”

limze@sph.com.sg
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The Education Ministry’s
recommendations on how
values, and moral and
national education, can
be integrated into the
teaching of subjects,
according to a new
toolkit:

L English language: Teach
values such as care, empathy
and respect through a poem or
article. Get pupils to reflect on
them.

L Science: Provide
opportunities for pupils to
discuss ethical considerations
of scientific research and
technology.

L Mathematics: Provide examples
of mathematicians, or get

pupils to do research on them.
Ask pupils what they can learn
from the mathematicians’
positive attitudes, skills and
values that enabled them to
discover new principles and
concepts.

L Music: Expose them to and
explain the different types of
songs and instruments, to
enrich pupils’ social, cultural
and historical awareness.
Exposure to local songs and
composers could help develop
a sense of national identity.

L Computer applications:
Organise learning journeys to
promote curiosity and
awareness of career options
related to the use of skills in
application software. This
would encourage development
of goals.

CHARACTER
BUILDING

IN SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Primary 3
pupils from
North View
Primary with
supersized
books made up
of picture
books they
created as part
of their project
work. The
books, many of
which contain
moral lessons,
will be used to
teach lower
primary pupils
English and
values.
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INTEGRATING VALUES

Tips for
teachers
in MOE
toolkit
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THE RIGHT
DIRECTION

“What is
important is
that we are
heading in the
right direction,
and many of
these changes
will take place
over time and
we just have
to persevere.”
Education Minister
Heng Swee Keat
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