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KEEP-FIT enthusiasts have
attracted controversy by leaping
up and down the steps of a memo-
rial for soldiers killed in the two
world wars.

The 20-strong group congre-
gates on Thursday evenings at
The Cenotaph in Esplanade Park.

War historians and other com-
mentators have criticised their
choice of workout venue, saying
the memorial is “sacred ground”.

“It is a solemn site and should
be used responsibly,” said history
professor Brian Farrell from the
National University of Singapore.

Mr Lim Biow Chuan, who
chairs the Government Parliamen-
tary Committee for Education,
said visitors to war memorials
“have to behave with decorum”.

He added: “We ought to
respect sites like these, which are
set up with a purpose of remem-
bering and honouring those who
have died in the war for the
defence of Singapore.”

However, joggers in the area
told The Straits Times they did
not see the problem.

“It doesn’t bother me at all,”
said stockbroker Sally Khoo, 41.
“If they’re not doing anything to
vandalise the place, I think it’s
absolutely fine.”

The keep-fit enthusiasts have
been working out at The Ceno-
taph as part of a training regime
organised by Journey Fitness.

Group member Ngo Tien Leok
felt that the memorial’s central,
public location gave them every
reason to use it, especially as land
is scarce in Singapore.

The 38-year-old IT manager
said that he does not consider the
site sacred, adding: “I’ve not

been through a war. I don’t feel a
connection to it.”

The Cenotaph was erected in
1920 for soldiers lost in World
War I. A dedication to those who
died in World War II was added
later.

This is not the first time that
people have complained about
“inappropriate” activities being
carried out at sites commemorat-
ing the island’s military dead.

Last year, an Australian tour-
ist wrote to The Straits Times,
distraught at the sight of a group
playing games among the head-
stones at Kranji War Memorial,
which honours those who died
trying to defend Singapore
against the Japanese in the 1940s.

In 2009, another forum letter
complained about a fashion shoot
involving rock music at the Civil-
ian War Memorial, which com-
memorates the non-military dead
from the same conflict.

The Preservation of Monu-
ments Board does not issue guide-
lines managing behaviour at
these sites. Neither does the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commis-
sion, which maintains Kranji War
Memorial. Both said that they
rely on visitors conducting them-
selves in an appropriate manner.

Mr Lim and Prof Farrell agreed
with the emphasis on personal
responsibility, saying they were
against regulating behaviour
through rules or organised cam-
paigns. But Mr Lim said erecting
signs may help remind visitors of
the significance of these sites.

Associate Professor Kevin
Blackburn, who teaches history
at the National Institute of Educa-
tion, felt Singapore could do
more to make people aware that
war memorials are sacred. For

example, wreaths could be laid all
year round. “Singapore tends to
downplay some of its monu-
ments,” he said.

Mr Ben Pulham, who co-found-
ed Journey Fitness, said he had
no idea that the structure the
group was using was actually a
war memorial.

Asked if he would change the
training venue now that he knew,
the 31-year-old said he probably
would not.

“We saw another group doing
the same thing,” he said. “We’re
celebrating life by encouraging
people to be active, that’s my
take on it.”
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IN THE latest development in a
clash between lawyer M. Ravi and
the Law Society of Singapore, Mr
Ravi has asked the court to expel
all members of the society’s coun-
cil and call for elections to replace
them.

Mr Louis Joseph, who is repre-
senting him, said the latest appli-
cation was made yesterday with
the High Court, after which Mr
Ravi himself served the summons
on the Law Society.

In his summons, Mr Ravi alleg-
es that the society had “pursued
various judicial and extrajudicial
actions against me with malice,
bad faith, recklessness and negli-
gence, in breach of statutory and
common law duties owed to me as
a practising member of the Bar”.

In doing so, he claimed, each
and every member of the council
“has been tainted with the same
malice, spite and vindictiveness”.

His move came after the socie-
ty last month applied to the
courts for an order for him to see
a psychiatrist, to ascertain if he
was still fit to practise as a solici-
tor. In response, he argued that he
had already submitted himself to
a psychiatrist’s examination after
an earlier request.

The clash came after Law Socie-
ty official Wong Siew Hong
showed up twice in the High
Court in July with a letter from a
psychiatrist saying Mr Ravi was
unfit to practise due to a relapse
of bipolar disorder. Mr Ravi then
sued the society for defamation.

A pre-trial conference for the
society’s application is set for
next Thursday. Mr Ravi has asked
the court to hold a pre-trial con-
ference for his application on the
same day.

Yesterday, a spokesman for the
Law Society said: “We believe
that the application is without
merit. As the matter is before the
courts, we will as always, articu-
late our views and arguments be-
fore the appropriate forum.”

chinlian@sph.com.sg
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Ravi seeks
expulsion of
Law Society
council

Keep-fit enthusiasts exercising and
people posing for photographs at war
memorial The Cenotaph in Esplanade
Park.
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Some are unhappy with fitness
group’s use of site as training venue

‘Lack of respect’
at war memorial
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