
CLASSES FOR INFANTS

Our Music Studio
What: Teachers have been trained
under internationally recognised early
childhood music and movement
programmes. They have created their
own curriculum comprising music and
movement methodologies and added
Asian songs, rhymes and dances.
Where: Tanglin Mall, 03-11B
Fees: $30 a session, 12 weeks
Info: Call 6467-1789 or go to
www.ourmusicstudio.com.sg

Gymboree

What: Music I, a programme for babies
aged six to 16 months, helps them
discover melody, pitch and rhythm by
building a repertoire of joyful songs.
Music II is a programme for toddlers
aged 16 to 28 months. Each month,
they dance and sing to a new musical
style, such as Latin, rock ’n’ roll and
classical.
Where: Tanglin Mall, 03-21 and
Harbourfront Centre, 03-09/10
Fees: $342.40 for 12 lessons
Info: Go to www.gymboree.com.sg

Psalms Music School
What: Musikgarten classes, an early
childhood music education course
franchised from the United States, are
available at this school, which has two
branches.
Where: Block 146, Potong Pasir Avenue
1, 02-141 and Block 4, Queen’s Road,
02-133
Fees: $200 for a term of three
months
Info: Call 6289-3200 (Potong Pasir) or
6475-5334 (Queen’s Road) or go to
www.psalmsofmusic.com

Bloom School of Music & Arts
What: This three-year-old school
(above) conducts Musikgarten classes. It
conducts Family Music For Babies
(newborn to 18 months) and Family
Music For Toddlers (19 months to 31/2

years old). Participants in the babies’
class perform activities such as singing,
rocking, playing wiggle, tickle and
peek-a-boo games. The toddlers learn
pitch, timbre, rhythm, dynamics and
melody.
Where: Block 528, Ang Mo Kio Avenue
10, 02-2387
Fees: $215 for a term of 10 sessions
Info: Call 6458-8854 or go to
www.bloom.com.sg

CLASSES FOR PRESCHOOLERS

Yamaha Music School
What: Apple Course is a music
programme for children aged between
two and three years old. They sing
songs, play rhythms and are encouraged
to use their imagination as teachers
describe music with the aid of
illustrations from picture books, and
listen to short recitals.

Where: 451 Clementi Avenue 3,
03-309, 06-01 Plaza Singapura and
202 Hougang Street 21, 03-00
Fees: At the Plaza Singapura branch,
weekday classes cost $224.70 a term,
weekend classes cost $256.80. At all
other branches, weekday classes cost
$208.65, weekend classes $240.75.
Each term lasts three months.
Info: Call the Clementi branch on
6740-9361, Hougang on 6740-9828 and
Plaza Singapura on 6740-9856. Go to
sg.yamaha.com

Mandeville Conservatory of Music
What: The two- to three-year-olds
who attend the Baby Music class are
taught music concepts and performance
skills using a combination of colourful
visual props, percussion instruments,
make-believe, art and craft materials,
games, and recorded and live music
performances.
Where: United Square, 03-21
Fees: $155.15 a month for a term of
three months
Info: Call 6250-1911 or go to
www.mandevillemusic.com

BrightNotes
What: One-to-one piano lessons for
preschoolers two years and above.
Students are taught the basics of piano
note reading, the difference between
high and low octaves and the
orientation of the right and left hand
when playing.
Where: 997 Bukit Timah Road, 10-01
Fees: $50 for half an hour
Info: Call 9828-3771 or go to
www.brightnotes.com.sg

All children must be accompanied by one
parent or a chaperone for classes. Fees do
not include materials.

She dances competitively, is taking
drum lessons, passed her violin exami-
nations and is now learning how to play
the piano. Jessica Baughman (below), a
Canossa Convent Primary School pupil
and a part-time model, is all of seven
years old.

Her mum, Ms Callin Ong, says her
daughter’s musical journey began
before she was born. Ms Ong, a free-
lance music teacher, frequently
danced to music and sang to her
while the child was still in the womb.

But she credits her daughter’s
natural grasp of rhythm to
movement classes which they
started attending when Jessi-
ca was just six months
old.

Ms Ong, 43, remembers
carrying Jessica in her arms
and bouncing to music in move-
ment classes at Tanglin Mall. Jes-
sica continued attending classes un-
til she was six.

She enrolled Jessica in violin les-
sons when she was 41/2 years old.
Dancing and drumming came later,
at five.

The motivation was not to unearth
some musical prodigy and Ms Ong
said: “I just didn’t want her to grow up
regretting, ‘Why didn’t I get to do this
or that?’”

Her efforts paid off. Jessica has
gone on to perform at two competi-
tions organised by the Common-

wealth Society of Teachers of Dancing,
in Bangkok last year and in Perth this
year. While she did not win, she
received an honourable mention for her
performance in Bangkok.

Mum started Jessica off in dance
classes for kids at Jitterbugs Singapore,
a dance and entertainment company,

after watching hip-hop dancers
practising their moves at a
dance studio near the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, where
Jessica takes art and used to
take violin lessons.

“She picked up dancing
very quickly,” said Ms Ong.

Jessica says jazz and tap
dancing are among her

favourite musical activi-
ties, followed by drum-

ming and ballet.
“I like to dance and I

like to dance fast, because
it is fun,” she said. Ms Ong

added with a laugh: “She does
not need to be urged to prac-

tise. She taps her feet and does
little jigs while waiting for the
bus or standing in line.”

Due to her love of dancing,
Jessica, an only child, is likely

to continue developing her
interest in the area.

“But I will need to
discuss with her what she
wants to pursue,” said Ms
Ong.

Rachel Chan

B
abies might seem too young to
grasp music and not coordinat-
ed enough to play a musical
instrument, but some parents
and teachers here believe other-

wise.
Classes for kids below the age of three

are sprouting in response to demand
from parents keen to unearth the Mozart
in junior as early as possible.

Little ones’ lessons start from $200 for
three months for a group lesson to $50
for half an hour of one-to-one attention.

One of the big industry names, Yama-
ha Music School, began offering lessons
to two-year-olds this month, after seeing
good results in Japan, where its Apple
Course has been available for the past 10
years. “The students who started with
Apple Course advanced to the next levels
with ease, and displayed a very keen and
positive attitude towards learning music.
There was a waiting list here, before the
Apple Course started,” said Mrs Faith
Gan, Yamaha’s music director.

Over at Bloom School of Music & Arts,
when it started in 2010, there were only
“one or two” toddlers enrolled in its early
childhood music programme, said Ms
Carol Sia, its principal. Now, there are
eight classes running currently, two for
babies and six for toddlers, with six
students in each class. There are 15
parents on the waiting list.

“More now understand the impor-
tance of exposing children to music at a
young age,” said Ms Sia.

About 50 people are on the waiting list

at the Mandeville Conservatory of Music,
which offers a Baby Music Course as the
precursor to violin and piano classes.
Nine classes run on weekends, with eight
to 12 in a class.

“The children who have been through
the Baby Music Course follow instruc-
tions well, sing well and have a good
sense of rhythm,” said Ms Yap Shu Mei,
Mandeville’s principal.

While research does not show that
music causes anatomical changes in the
brain or affects the intelligence of
infants, it is still beneficial to expose chil-
dren to music and the arts in meaningful
and sensible ways, said early childhood
expert assistant professor Sirene Lim.

For example, learning music with sing-
ing, movement and stories seem to moti-
vate many young children than merely

learning to play an instrument, as the
latter often involves imitation and rote
learning, said Prof Lim, who is a lecturer
with the Early Childhood and Special
Needs Academic Group at the National
Institute of Education.

“If one were to pay for commercial
services, remember that music-making
activities, like all other early-year activi-
ties, should help parents bond with their

infants and toddlers,” she added.
And that is what many early childhood

music programmes endeavour to do. In
such music and movement classes, chil-
dren do not learn how to play a musical
instrument but instead, perform activi-
ties such as dancing to tunes, exploring
percussion instruments and singing.

Continued on facing page

She dances at the bus stop

Ms Priya Padmapriya (above with her son Vimal
Javin) at Our Music Studio where parents and
children, including newborns, attend music and
movement lessons. PHOTOS: LIM WEIXIANG AND
DIOS VINCOY JR FOR THE STRAITS TIMES

Music to babes’ ears

Lessons for tots

Parents in Singapore are
enrolling their children,
some less than a year
old, in music lessons
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