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CHENGDU (Sichuan) – A new
high-tech park is starting to take
shape in south-west China, lever-
aging on Singapore’s experience
in setting up industrial parks and
its reputation among top multina-
tional corporations.

The Singapore-Sichuan
Hi-tech Innovation Park is one of
several major projects that Singa-
pore companies have embarked
on in China in cooperation with
the Chinese.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, who is visiting China this
week, will be making his first visit
to the park today.

Just as the first roads of the
Chengdu park are being laid here,
investors have come knocking on
its doors. And that is owing to the
Singapore connection, officials
say.

Many Fortune 500 companies
and big international companies
have invested in Sembcorp Devel-
opment’s other projects in China,
India and Vietnam.

“Naturally, these clients will
consider its new project in
Chengdu,” says Mr Martin Cui
Wei, director and chief executive
of Sino-Singapore (Chengdu) In-
novation Park Development. A
few have approached him, he
adds. The company, a joint ven-
ture between a Singapore consorti-
um led by Sembcorp Development
and a Chinese partner, is building
the park and will also manage it.

The interest of MNCs in the
Chengdu park exemplifies Singa-
pore’s role as the middleman to
draw foreign investment into Chi-
na, and explains why many Chi-
nese provinces and cities are keen
to get the Singapore stamp on the
myriad of industrial, business and
high-tech parks mushrooming
across the country.

There are around 240 state and
provincial-level development
zones or industrial parks in China
today, says Mr Charles Chaw,
group managing director of China
Knowledge which publishes an an-
nual ratings guide on China’s in-
dustrial parks.

Though countries like Germa-
ny, Japan and South Korea also
have industrial parks in China, Sin-
gapore has an advantage in terms
of shared ethnic and cultural iden-
tity.

“Our cultural affinity also
makes Singapore an attractive nat-
ural partner because there is less
resistance to the assimilation of
the methods we propagate,” says
Mr Yew Sung Pei, assistant chief
executive officer of IE Singapore.

But what about players from
Hong Kong and Taiwan with simi-
lar advantages?

Hong Kong’s real estate devel-
opers are less experienced than
Singapore players in township
planning and provision of public
amenities and services.

As for Taiwan, Singapore en-
joys an early-bird advantage over
it as ties between China and the is-
land Beijing regards as a renegade
province warmed up only after
2008.

Apart from cultural similari-
ties, Singapore’s small size also
helps. It is not seen as a threat, un-
like bigger nations like the US and
Germany, says Dr Wong Tai
Chee, who teaches urban geogra-
phy and urban planning at the Na-
tional Institute of Education.

Most importantly, Singapore
has built up a strong brand name
in China – and across the world –
over the years.

Mr Chaw, who has visited hun-
dreds of industrial parks in China,
says Singaporeans have earned

good credentials as honest people
“who don’t cut corners”.

Eighteen years after the flag-
ship China-Singapore Suzhou In-
dustrial Park broke ground in
1994, it has become an important
leader in industrial park develop-
ment in China and is regarded as
one of its best.

After Suzhou, Singapore has
moved on to other parts of the
country, says Dr Wong.

The Chengdu park is one exam-
ple.

Its planners say the park aims
to attract the same kind of invest-
ment and talent as Singapore’s
one-north project in Buona Vista,
such as in biomedical technology
and digital new media. But it is al-
so targeting industries that play
to Chengdu’s strengths – includ-
ing its cheap and abundant labour
– such as service outsourcing and
precision manufacturing.

Overall, these parks help ex-
pand Singapore’s economic space
and allow Singapore’s companies
to establish a presence in the
world’s second-largest economy.

Such platform projects would
generate downstream opportuni-
ties for other Singapore firms,
says Mr Yew. These would be in
areas such as urban solutions – in-
cluding water and wastewater
management, township develop-
ment and transport planning –
and the service sector like health
care and pre-school education.

Mr Darrel Chua, president of
Singapore’s mobile and inflight
content developer Envee Media,
says he will consider moving his
company’s subsidiary firm from
Tianfu Software Park – one of 21
such high-tech parks in Chengdu
– to the new Singapore park if
terms are good.

“Of course, having the Singa-
pore connection helps... But at
the end of the day, we are running
a business here, so costs or other
incentives will be important in de-
termining whether we will move
to the Singapore park,” he said.

The proliferation of Singa-
pore-built and managed industrial
parks in China shows there is a de-
mand for Singapore expertise. But
will this still hold true in the fu-
ture as the Chinese are fast catch-
ing up?

Yes, because of the sheer size
of the Chinese market.
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CHENGDU (Sichuan) – Industrial
parks are getting a makeover in
China to keep up with the times.
It’s no longer all work and no
play.

These days, the projects bring
together industrial, commercial
and residential zones, providing
modern amenities and services to
residents who live, work and play
in the same township.

That is why they are described
as “modern integrated projects”
rather than industrial parks.

In the 1980s and 1990s, indus-
trial parks served purely function-
al purposes as centres of industri-
al or manufacturing activity.

For instance, the China-Singa-
pore Suzhou Industrial Park and
Wuxi-Singapore Industrial Park,
in their early days, targeted com-
panies that mostly assembled
products such as electronics and
electrical or domestic appliances
and which were labour-intensive.

“The industrial park developer
would provide ready-built facto-

ries and the workers would cycle
to work from the surrounding are-
as or we would build dormito-
ries,” says Sembcorp Develop-
ment executive chairman Low Sin
Leng, who has been involved in
the development of the two earli-
er parks and new ones in Nanjing
and Chengdu.

More than 30 years after the
opening up of the Chinese econo-
my in 1978, the landscape is a
very different one.

“The Chinese government is
promoting higher value-added in-
dustries and labour costs have sky-
rocketed.

“The middle-income group is
large and expanding... Modern
amenities are a must as the work-
ers have higher earning capacity
and disposable income and are
likely skilled instead of general la-
bourers,” says Ms Low.

“Dormitories have given way
to condominiums catering for sin-
gles or families.”

Even older parks like the Su-

zhou and Wuxi parks have added
commercial, residential and lei-
sure elements.

Another key difference is that
while the older parks are sited far
from the downtown areas, the
new projects are located within
highly built-up areas.

New projects also focus more
on service sectors to break away
from the dependence on manufac-
turing. This is especially so after
the 2008-2009 global financial
crisis which hit the export-driven
Chinese economy badly.

Sustainable development is al-
so the new buzzword as three dec-
ades of rapid urbanisation have
come at a heavy social and envi-
ronmental cost.

“Sustainable development
avoids a situation where gains are
privatised, and costs socialised.
Perception of this inequality has
led to protests across China,”
says assistant chief executive offi-
cer of IE Singapore Yew Sung Pei.
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A man at a job fair in Chengdu. The city’s strengths include its cheap and abundant labour, a factor that helped determine
what kind of industries to target for the new Singapore-Sichuan Hi-tech Innovation Park. PHOTO: CHINA FOTO PRESS

Republic’s reputation helps draw
investors to tech park in Chengdu

Not simply industrial parks

S’pore brand name in demand in China

WHAT’S BEST FOR BUSINESS

Of course, having the Singapore
connection helps... But at the
end of the day, we are running a
business here, so costs or other
incentives will be important in
determining whether we will
move to the Singapore park.

– Mr Darrel Chua, president of
Singapore company Envee Media
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THE SINGAPORE
CONNECTION

Investment
■ Over 70 agreements and MOUs with companies from the US, Europe, Japan, 
South Korea and Singapore, totalling 37 billion yuan (S$7.3 billion) 

Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-City (below)

Sino-Singapore Guangzhou Knowledge City
(below)

Singapore-
Sichuan Hi-tech
Innovation Park
(right)

NOTE: The list of 
Singapore projects 
mentioned here is 
not exhaustive.

Sources and photos: IE SINGAPORE, SEMBCORP DEVELOPMENT, SUZHOU 
INDUSTRIAL PARK ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, SINO-SINGAPORE GUANGZHOU 

KNOWLEDGE CITY INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD, SINO-SINGAPORE 
TIANJIN ECO-CITY INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Vital stats
■ Broke ground: 1994
■ Land size: 288 sq km, of which
80 sq km belongs to the China- 
Singapore cooperative zone
■ Population: 713,000, with 162,200 
residents within the cooperative zone

China-Singapore
Suzhou Industrial Park
(below)

Sino-Singapore Nanjing Eco Hi-tech Island
(below)

Key Singapore players
■ Sembcorp Development and Yanlord Land Group

■ To build a sustainable, low-carbon 
city, targeting information & 
communication technology, 
biotechnology and pharmaceuticals, 
culture and creative industries

■ A catalyst for the economic 
transformation of Guangdong province, 
from labour-intensive (predominantly 
manufacturing) industries to 
knowledge-based industries

Highlights
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Vital stats
■ Broke ground: 
June 2010

■ Population: 
500,000 when 
completed by 2020

■ Land size: 
123 sq km

GUANGDONG

Guangzhou

Key Singapore player
■ Singbridge Holdings

Investment
■ Cumulative utilised foreign 
investment of US$22.3 billion
(S$27.8 billion)
■ 24,000 registered companies 

Highlights
■ First of two government-to-government Sino-Singapore projects

Key Singapore players
■ Keppel Corporation and Sembcorp Development

Singapore companies have left their mark in urban 
planning across China since the 1990s.

The Straits Times takes a look at the key projects 
built and being developed by Singapore companies.

Key Singapore player
■ Keppel Corporation

Vital stats
■ Broke ground:
May 2012
■ Land size: 10 sq km
■ Population: 
120,000 to 150,000
by 2020

Investment
■ A team has been set 
up to attract investors

Highlights
■ Provides gateway 
for businesses to 
expand into west 
China, targeting IT, 
finance, service 
outsourcing and 
precision 
manufacturing

Key Singapore 
players
■ Sembcorp 
Development and 
Singbridge Holdings

Vital stats
■ Broke ground: 
September 2008

■ Land size:
30 sq km

■ Population: 350,000 when 
completed in 10-15 years

Investment
■ More than 50 billion yuan of 
registered capital to date
■ Close to 700 registered 
companies
■ Attracted international 
companies such as Siemens, 
Philips, Hitachi, Keppel Integrated 
Engineering and ST Engineering

Highlights
■ Second government- 
to-government project
■ A model for sustainable 
development for other 
cities in China
■ Residents and 
companies have started 
moving in

Investment
■ Over 40 Singapore 
and China companies 
have either signed MOUs 
or signalled interest

Highlights
■ To build a high-tech eco-friendly 
island, targeting environmental 
protection services, urban 
agriculture and IT

■ Broke ground: 
May 2009

■ Population: 
100,000 by 2018

Vital
stats

■ Land size: 
15 sq kmJ IANGSU

Nanjing

Suzhou
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