
BY TERRENCE VOON

TURNING multi-storey carparks into
multi-storey sports complexes, with a
different sport for each level. Incorpo-
rating sports into the National Physi-
cal Fitness Assessment (Napfa) test.
Relaxing the deferment criteria for
elite sportsmen who are due to enlist
for national service.

Bold ideas like these, and many
more, flowed at last night’s public dia-
logue on Vision 2030 – a blueprint for
the future of sports in Singapore.

Led by Acting Minister for Commu-
nity Development, Youth and Sports
Chan Chun Sing, the three-hour ses-
sion with about 200 participants
threw up suggestions on how to make
sports a part of every Singaporean’s
life in the future.

In a departure from the usual ques-
tion-and-answer format, participants
were split into small focus groups and
presented their ideas to the panel,
which comprised Mr Chan, Singapore
Sports Council (SSC) chairman Rich-
ard Seow and SSC chief executive Lim
Teck Yin.

Some of them were radical.
One participant called for a

free-to-air television channel focus-
ing exclusively on local sports. Anoth-
er suggested a one-stop, inter-agency
website allowing sports enthusiasts to
book a venue, find new teammates
and hire umpires at the same time.

Civil servant Mohammad Affendy,
37, wondered if sports could be part
of the remedial training for operation-
ally ready national servicemen who
fail their annual Individual Physical
Proficiency Test.

“Sports is not just about medals,”
he said. “The whole idea is to be inclu-
sive and giving people an opportunity
to take part and have fun.”

Not all the suggestions looked to

the future. Nanyang Technological
University sports science manage-
ment undergraduate Lee Quanlong,
for instance, called for national sports
associations to keep a definitive ar-
chive of their sport’s history, so as to
inspire a new generation of athletes.

“Athletics, for example, dates all
the way back to the 1890s,” said the
24-year-old. “There’s a lot of value in
keeping history alive, and to help peo-
ple learn about our past Olympians.”

It was not all one-way traffic.
Mr Chan used the occasion to get a

sense of whether Singaporeans would
accept the giving of naming rights to
public sports facilities like neighbour-
hood stadiums to private companies.

“How many of you would be okay
with something called the Delta Milo
Sports Complex?” he asked.

The answer was a near-unanimous
show of hands.

There was also a personal plea
from Mr Seow, who urged parents to
open their minds to sports, rather
than just academic pursuits, for their
children.

“What we really need to do is to
get parents to go down and watch
(their children play) sports,” he said.
“It gives parents something to talk to
their child about at the dining table.”

Aparts from students, last night’s
forum at the *Scape Warehouse was
attended by corporate chief execu-
tives, managing directors, teachers,
sports officials, coaches and owners
of sports-related businesses.

They had signed up for the session
via the Vision 2030 website, which
has garnered hundreds of suggestions
since it was launched in July last year.

The earlier feedback was distilled
into 19 recommendations in February.
The finalised proposals will be present-
ed to the Government later this year.

Said Mr Chan: “I’m very happy to
see so many people turning up on an
evening on their own time. We need
the community to have a common con-
versation, so that we have a common
understanding before we move on to
overcome the challenges together.”
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Acting Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports Chan Chun Sing (standing)
listening in at the Vision 2030 dialogue in *Scape last night. ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

Ex-manager jailed
for pocketing $14k
A FORMER manager of BreadTalk
was jailed seven months yesterday
for committing criminal breach of
trust amounting to $14,539.

Or Zhi Xian, 24, had pleaded
guilty on April 4. A district court
heard he was the manager of a
branch in West Mall in January.

The firm made a police report
after discovering that sales
proceeds for Jan 7, 10, 17 and 18
had not been deposited in the
bank. He had used the money to
settle debts and for personal
expenses.

Nine months’ jail for
molesting 11-year-old
AN UNEMPLOYED youth was
yesterday sentenced to nine
months in jail for outraging the
modesty of an 11-year-old girl in
June last year.

Justin Li Kai Rong, 19, had
followed the primary-school pupil
from a bookshop. At a lift lobby in
Upper Boon Keng, he touched her
private parts. She ran into a

supermarket to seek help. He fled
when a cashier scolded him but
was picked up by the police
subsequently.

Student faces 24
counts of sexual abuse
A 17-YEAR-OLD student was
charged yesterday with 24 counts
of mainly sexual penetration of a
minor.

Among the charges he faces is
one of filming a video of the
14-year-old girl performing oral
sex on him and uploading it on the
Internet in 2010. He was given a
week to engage a lawyer.

Ex-IT manager fined
for taking bribe
A FORMER National Healthcare
Group (NHG) IT manager was
fined $4,000 yesterday for
corruptly receiving a $400 bribe
from a graphic designer.

Loh Thian Chung, 36, admitted
to getting the bribe from Ms Lye
Pei Ching, 35, of Orienge and
Berlue, a graphic design services
firm, and was ordered to pay a
total penalty of $600.

A second similar charge
involving $200 was taken into
consideration.
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