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In little  plastic  cups,  he  “raised”  
the young of an endangered tree, 
and cared for the seeds like they 
were his children.

This  was  in  2002,  when  Dr  
Shawn Lum, then vice-president  
of the Nature Society (Singapore), 
learnt of the illegal felling of the 
endangered  Hopea  sangal  –  in  
Changi Village. Fortunately, seeds 
were collected before the felling 
and Dr Lum, an American and per-
manent  resident  here,  helped
them  grow  into  strong  saplings  

over the next eight years.
“I don’t have any children of my 

own, but I know where those Ho-
pea sangal are planted,” he said at a 
media conference recently,  after 
being named one of three recipi-
ents of the President’s Award for 
the Environment (PAE) this year.

The  saplings,  including  those  
grown by the National Parks Board 
( NParks), were planted at the Singa-
pore Zoo, Changi Airport, Botanic 
Gardens and Changi Museum.

Dr Lum, who is now president of 
the Nature Society (Singapore), re-
ceived the award for his significant 
involvement  in  biodiversity

projects in Singapore.
Professor Leo Tan, director of spe-

cial projects at the science faculty at 
the National  University of  Singa-
pore and one of the nine judges of 
the awards, said: “Dr Lum should 
have won this award long ago.”

Anchor  Green  Primary  School  
won the award in the institution cat-
egory. The school collaborates with 
firms such as Ikea and Brother, as 
well as the World Wide Fund for Na-
ture Singapore and NParks, to pro-
mote recycling and conservation.

Khoo  Teck  Puat  Hospital
(KTPH) picked up the award in the 
organisation category for its “hospi-

tal in a garden and a garden in a hos-
pital”, as Mrs Chew Kwee Tiang,  
chief  executive  officer  of  KTPH  
and Yishun Health, described it. 

This is the second time a hospital 
has bagged the organisation cate-
gory. Alexandra Hospital won it in 
2008.

The awards were presented by 
President Halimah Yacob at the Is-
tana last night. The PAE, now in its 
12th year,  had 48 nominees this  
year, and the three winners were 
selected by a panel of judges. 

From next year, the awards will 
be a biannual affair to better culti-
vate potential nominees.

Dr Lum said although the win-
ners  are  from  different  fields  of  
work, “the three of us have an over-
lapping theme: Nature is a part of ev-
erything. By taking care of the local 
environment, we make sure there’s 
space for people and for nature”. 
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Transport operator SMRT has re-
futed claims that a lightning strike 
hit a train as it approached Bedok 
station  on  Monday,  causing  the  
westbound train to stall.

Instead, trackside equipment was 
affected by lightning, causing the dis-
ruption, SMRT said yesterday.

It added that the train driver who 
was admitted to hospital after the 
supposed “lightning incident” had 
also been on medical leave for two 
days over the weekend.

Following the incident, he was ad-
mitted for observation as a precau-
tionary  measure  after  reporting  
that he felt unwell. 

The driver was discharged from 
Changi General Hospital yesterday.

After  investigations,  “our  engi-
neers...  confirmed  that  the  train  
was not hit  by lightning. Instead, 
lightning affected trackside equip-
ment”, said SMRT’s vice-president 
of corporate communications, Mr 
Patrick Nathan.

“After the lightning incident, the 
train was immediately able to re-
cover and move on its own power, 
moving passengers safely to Bedok 
station. At Bedok station, passen-
gers  alighted  and  the  train  was  
promptly withdrawn from service 
to allow for a thorough inspection 
by our engineers,” said Mr Nathan. 

It  caused  a  10-minute  delay  in  

trains travelling in both directions 
between  Tanah  Merah  and  Paya  
Lebar. 

A similar  incident  happened in  
May last year when lightning struck 
between Yio Chu Kang and Khatib 
stations  along the North-South
Line, crippling a train and causing 
delays of almost an hour.

Lightning strikes might damage 
equipment depending on the strik-
ing energy of the lightning strike, 
said engineer Teo Chor Kok, a coun-
cil member at the Institution of En-
gineers, Singapore.

But trains can still run smoothly 
through a direct strike on the train 
tracks as there are safety measures 
in place, such as metal covers that 
shield the third rail track that pow-
ers the train, he added. “Metal con-
ducts electricity, so when lightning 
hits,  the  total  energy  will  spread  
quickly through the cover,” he said. 

SMRT’s Mr Nathan said it is safe 
for passengers to travel in trains dur-
ing a lightning storm as trains are 
protected by a Faraday Cage. “This 
is an enclosure formed by conduc-
tive  material  that  blocks  electric  
fields and electric currents, such as 
lightning strikes, from entering the 
trains. During lightning, the elec-
tric current will travel through the 
outside shell of the train and not 
into  the  cabin.  It  then  travels  
through the wheels to the track.”
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Dr Shawn Lum received the President’s Award for the Environment for his significant involvement in biodiversity projects in Singapore. He had cared for the 
seeds of the endangered Hopea sangal like they were his children and helped them grow into strong saplings. ST PHOTO: KELVIN CHNG

Trackside equipment was hit in Monday’s 
incident, causing train to stall, says operator

Green award winner ‘raised
the young’ of endangered tree 

Train was
not struck
by lightning, 
says SMRT 

| WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2017 | THE STRAITS TIMES | HOME B5

The Straits Times, Page B5, HOME, 22 November 2017




