
Berita Harian’s Achiever of the Year Abu Bakar Mohd Nor was recognised for his zeal for lifelong learning and contributions to society, while Young Achiever of the 
Year Nur Yusrina Ya’akob was lauded for being the first Malay/Muslim woman from Singapore to reach the summit of Mount Everest. ST PHOTO: LIM YAOHUI
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In Bandar Seri Begawan

Since coming to Brunei to further 
their  studies  three  months  ago,  
they have eaten countless plates of 
the  sultanate’s  famous  sambal
chicken  rice  called  “nasi  katok”,  
prayed at its largest Jame Asr Has-
sanil Bolkiah mosque with the 29 
golden domes, and made many lo-
cal friends. 

And  today,  Singaporeans  Afiq  
Zikry Zulkiffli, Muhammad Amruu 
Hussein Ismail and Muhammad Im-
ran Mohammad Yusoff are getting 
front-row spots at Sultan of Brunei 
Hassanal Bolkiah’s Golden Jubilee 
celebrations. 

They are among 400 undergradu-
ates from University Sultan Shariff 
Ali selected to line the royal proces-

sion  route  and  wave  the  yellow-
and-black state flags as the 71-year-
old  monarch  passes  through  the  
heart of the city in his chariot. 

More than 40,000 people are ex-
pected  to  line  the  3km  route  to  
watch the royal procession that will 
start at the main gate of Istana Nu-
rul Iman and make its way to the 
main roads around the capital.

The young men described the Sul-
tan as a friendly and approachable 
ruler with no airs, and he is often 
seen wearing casual short-sleeved 
shirts, driving his own car and min-
gling freely with residents.

Twenty-year-old  Imran  even
managed  to  score  a  royal  hand-
shake last month when the Sultan 
turned  up  unexpectedly  at  the  
same mosque for Friday prayers.

He later learnt from his friends 
that the Sultan makes it a point to 

perform his Friday prayers at a dif-
ferent  mosque every  week  so  he  
can keep his ear to the ground.

“I  was  shocked.  Usually  a  king  
would sit inside his palace and sit 
on  his  throne,  but  no,  he  would  
reach out to his people. I felt very 
honoured, excited and happy,” he 
told The Straits Times.

Mr Afiq, also 20, said the event is 
not only a “once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience” for him as a foreigner, but 
also  a  big  deal  to  his  Bruneian  
schoolmates, who were yet  to be 
born when the Sultan’s  Silver Ju-
bilee took place 25 years ago.

“It is  pretty amazing for some-
one to be sitting on the throne for 
50 years, it is not a very short time, 
and I think he did a very good job 
as his people love him and he has 
received  no  complaints  from
them,” he said.

For  Mr  Amruu,  the  Golden  Ju-
bilee  celebrations  give  them  a  
chance to learn about Bruneian cul-
ture and royal traditions. 

They were told by their teachers 
not to wear yellow, the royal colour, 
or carry an umbrella, which is con-
sidered disrespectful.

The procession is also an exciting 
story he can tell  his  Singaporean 
friends back home.

The 19-year-old, who loves going 
to the movies and shopping, said: 
“They say Brunei is boring.  But I  
can  still  catch  the  latest  English  
movies at cinemas here, and now 
there is this jubilee. There are so 
many things to do, it never ends.”

“I am just really excited to see the 
Sultan that people have been talk-
ing about,” he added.
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In Bandar Seri Begawan 
(Brunei)

President  Halimah  Yacob  and
Prime  Minister  Lee  Hsien  Loong  
have sent congratulatory letters to 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei, 
who marks the 50th anniversary of 
his accession to the throne today.

PM Lee will attend this week’s cel-
ebrations in Brunei.

In  her  letter,  Madam  Halimah  
said Brunei has achieved remark-
able growth and success under Sul-
tan Bolkiah’s leadership.

He led  his  country  to  indepen-
dence  in  1984,  and  –  amid  chal-
lenges and uncertainties worldwide 
and in the region – built the peaceful 

and prosperous Brunei of today.
“Your Majesty’s wise rule has en-

abled generations of  Bruneians to 
live in peace and harmony, and to 
pursue their aspirations and reach 
their full potential,” Madam Halimah 
wrote. “This is an enduring legacy.”

Singapore  and  Brunei  share  a  
unique and special friendship, she 
added, built on close personal ties, 
mutual trust and a common under-
standing of the challenges and inse-
curities faced by small countries.

They collaborate in wide-ranging 
areas, including finance and trade, 
and defence and security, with both 
countries celebrating 40 years of de-
fence cooperation last year.

Singapore  is  honoured  to  have  
hosted Sultan Bolkiah on four state 
visits  here  since his  accession  in  

1967, said Madam Halimah.
During the Sultan’s latest visit in 

July, Singapore and Brunei marked 
the Golden Jubilee of an agreement 
that allows both countries to accept 
their respective currencies.

“All these stand testament to the 
longstanding cooperation and level 
of  trust  between  our  two  coun-
tries,” Madam Halimah said.

“With Your Majesty’s continued 
support, I am confident that Singa-
pore and Brunei  will  continue to 
strengthen  the  firm  foundation  
and special friendship between our 
two  countries  for  many  more
decades to come.”

Mr  Lee,  who  will  be  in  Brunei  
from today to Saturday to attend 
Sultan Bolkiah’s Golden Jubilee cele-
bration, also paid tribute to the long-

standing  ties  between  Singapore  
and Brunei in his letter.

These ties were founded on the 
close  friendships  between  their  
leaders,  and  sustained  by  their  
shared strategic outlook on many 
regional and international issues.

The two countries have a multifac-
eted relationship, he said.

Singaporean companies are sup-
porting Brunei’s economic diversifi-
cation, and both countries have reg-

ular  public-sector  exchanges  as  
well as defence collaborations.

Mr Lee noted that Sultan Bolkiah 
has provided steadfast support of 
the Singapore Armed Forces’ (SAF) 
training in Temburong.

“As small states with like-minded 
views,  we  also  work  closely  in  
Asean to advance Asean unity and 
centrality,” he added.

Mr Lee said he and his wife, Mrs 
Lee, have fond memories of visiting 
Brunei in 1992 for Sultan Bolkiah’s 
Silver Jubilee celebration.  Mr Lee 
was  then  deputy  prime  minister  
and minister for trade and industry.

“It was a majestic and memorable 
event. Twenty-five years on, we are 
deeply honoured to be invited to wit-
ness yet another historic milestone 
in  Your  Majesty’s  reign  and  in  

Brunei’s  history,”  he  said,  adding  
that they looked forward to person-
ally congratulating Sultan Bolkiah.

Mr Lee’s attendance at the cele-
bration underscores the excellent 
and longstanding special relation-
ship  between  Singapore  and
Brunei, the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) said in a statement.

Mr  Lee  will  have  an  audience  
with the Sultan tomorrow, and at-
tend the royal banquet at the Istana 
Nurul Iman.

During his trip, Mr Lee will also 
meet the Singapore community in 
Bandar Seri Begawan, and visit SAF 
troops training in Brunei.

He will be accompanied by Mrs 
Lee, and officials from the PMO and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In  his  absence,  Deputy  Prime  
Minister and Coordinating Minis-
ter for Economic and Social Poli-
cies  Tharman  Shanmugaratnam  
will be Acting Prime Minister.

asyiqins@sph.com.sg
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He graduated with a diploma from 
Singapore Polytechnic and, through 
grit  and  determination,  rose
through the ranks in Keppel from 
1990 to become chief executive offi-
cer of the firm’s joint-venture ship-
yard in Qatar in 2011.

During  that  period,  Mr  Abu
Bakar Mohd Nor, 51,  also juggled 
work overseas with being the com-
mander of the 27th Singapore In-
fantry Brigade.

There  were  even  months  in
which  he  would  take  the  seven-
hour flight  from the Middle  East  
back  to  Singapore  just  to  attend  
meetings with his men.

Beyond the military and his work 
in the maritime industry, Mr Abu 
Bakar also decided to further his ed-
ucation, graduating with a Master 
of  Business  Administration  from  
Singapore Management University 
in June 2013.

Yesterday, he was recognised for 
his  zeal  for  lifelong  learning  and  
contributions to society by being 
named  Achiever  of  the  Year  by  
Malay daily Berita Harian.

The award is presented annually 
to Malay/Muslim individuals who 
have shown perseverance, deter-
mination, integrity and the ability 
to overcome the odds. 

They must  also be regarded as  
role models for the Malay/Muslim 
community in Singapore.

Mr Abu Bakar, who was comman-
der of  the  infantry brigade from 
2009 to last year, is now managing 
director of gas and specialised ves-
sels at Keppel Offshore & Marine.

Berita Harian editor Mohd Saat Ab-
dul Rahman said: “Mr Abu Bakar’s 
dedication and  discipline towards  
the development of his professional 
career and national service commit-
ments are both noble and inspiring, 
making him a worthy winner.”

Berita Harian’s Young Achiever 
of the Year award went to Ms Nur 
Yusrina Ya’akob, 30. The teacher 
is the first Malay/Muslim woman 
from Singapore to reach the sum-
mit of Mount Everest, a feat she ac-

complished in May.
Ms Yusrina was 11 years old and at-

tending a school camp when she de-
veloped a desire to climb.

“We had to swing ourselves from 
one place to another on ziplines, 
and I  was afraid.  But  after  going 
through the experience, I realised it 
is possible to overcome fear and it 
makes me want to push my own 
boundaries,” she said. 

Ms Yusrina was part of a Singa-
pore  expedition  that  aborted  its  
climb in 2015 after the Nepal earth-
quake struck. But she made another 
attempt this year and succeeded.

“I  felt  so  overwhelmed  when  I  
reached my goal.  It  shows that a  
small, petite girl like me can also do 
such  things.  There  were  many
times I wanted to give up, but I de-
cided that I wanted to finish what I 
started,” she said.

In conjunction with its 60th an-
niversary this  year,  Berita  Harian  
also gave out two Lifetime Achiever 
and four Business Achiever awards.

The  Lifetime  Achiever  awards  
were  given  to  Singaporean  rock  
singer Ramli Sarip, who was mostly 
active in the 1980s until the early 
2000s,  and  football  personality

Fandi Ahmad.
The awards were given to “hon-

our icons” and recognise their con-
tributions  and  achievements  in
their chosen fields, said Berita Har-
ian, and were presented by Presi-
dent Halimah Yacob. She was her-
self the Berita Harian Achiever of 
the Year in 2001.

Ramli said: “This is an extraordi-
nary  tribute  for  me.  I  never
thought I would go this far in the 
arts  scene,  but  when  I  thought  
about it, it is a long, hard road, but 
a very beautiful journey.” 

In a video recording, Fandi, who 

is in Qatar with the national team 
for a friendly match, said: “This is a 
very special  award for  me,  and I  
didn’t think I would get it. Hope-
fully, it will inspire others as well.”

As for this year’s winner, Mr Abu 
Bakar’s message to the community 
is to always “do your best, stay hum-
ble and never give up”.

“I realise that if you just have pas-
sion for something, it will not be too 
tiring or difficult to do. As the say-
ing goes, if there is a will, there is a 
way,” he said.

suetan@sph.com.sg

(From left) 
Muhammad 
Amruu Hussein 
Ismail, 
Muhammad 
Imran 
Mohammad 
Yusoff and Afiq 
Zikry Zulkiffli will 
be at the royal 
procession 
dressed in their 
school uniforms 
of blue Malay 
traditional 
costumes with 
songkok and 
songket sarong.
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Brunei Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah 
marks the 50th 
anniversary of 
his accession to 
the throne today. 

Poly grad worked his 
way up, fulfilling 
work and military 
duties with passion

ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR
• Mr Abu Bakar Mohd Nor, 

managing director of
gas and specialised 
vessels at Keppel 
Offshore & Marine

YOUNG ACHIEVER
OF THE YEAR
• Ms Nur Yusrina Ya’akob, 

teacher, first 
Malay/Muslim woman 
from Singapore to
reach the peak of
Mount Everest

LIFETIME
ACHIEVER AWARD

• Ramli Sarip, rock singer 
who was active mostly in 
the 1980s to the early 
2000s

• Fandi Ahmad, football 
legend

BUSINESS
ACHIEVER AWARD
• Mr Mohamed Ismail 

Gafoor, chief executive 
officer of PropNex

• Ms Jummaida Rusdon, 
chief executive officer of 
Busy Bees Asia

• Mr Suhaimi Salleh, chief 
executive officer of SSA 
Consulting Group

• Mr Mohamed Abdul 
Jaleel, founder and chief 
executive officer of MES 
(Mini Environment 
Service) Group

Sue-Ann Tan 

And the
winners are... 

Three S’poreans to get front-row view of jubilee bash

President Halimah, PM Lee congratulate Brunei Sultan

Chief of Keppel unit named 
BH Achiever of the Year

A8 TOPOFTHENEWS | THE STRAITS TIMES | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2017 |


