
1

newsI S S N  0 2 1 8  -  4 4 2 7   •   A p r i l – J u n e  2 0 0 3   •   N o .  4 4

CRPP’s New Dean       8

35 MPs Visit NIE 6

20 Vie For Teacher 3 
Of The Year 2003 Award 

NIE Wins CIO 100 2 
Honoree Award 

INSIDE

An Institute of Distinction



2 3

I   Award   I  NIEnews

NIE ranks among Asia’s top 
100 organisations to have 

achieved excellence in the 
strategic use of information 
technology (IT) for business 
and operations.

To streamline operations and 
improve work effi ciency and 
productivity, NIE makes use 
of Oracle 9i AS and i-Sprint 
AccessMatrix products to 
achieve a single sign-on 
security solution for the staff 
portal. 

“I am honoured to receive the 
recognition on behalf of NIE. 
The CIO 100 Award is timely. 
The achievement of a Secure 

By Public & International 
RelationsNIE Wins CIO 100 Honoree 

2003 Award

“I am honoured to receive the 

Single Sign-on solution not 
only allows much gains in 
productivity, it also expedites 
NIE’s effort of moving 
into an arena of paperless 
and customer-centric ICT 
organisation”, said Mr Tan 
Hoon Chiang, Head, NIE’s 

Computer Services Centre.

The fi rst CIO 100 and 
CIO Awards in Asia were 
organised by CIO Asia in 
2001. The CIO 100 is an 
annual index of the Asia’s top 
100 performing enterprise 

users of IT. 
A CIO 100 
listing is not 
just another 
business 
listing. 
CIO 100 
Honorees 
are chosen 
as role 
models 
for other 

Our heartiest 
congratulations to Mr 

Sulaiman bin Hussin, a Visual 
& Performing Arts (VPA) 
trainee teacher, whose work 
of art titled “Temptation” 
won the fi rst prize in the 
Open category (painting) of 
the Art Against Aids 2002 
Competition organised by 
Action for Aids, Singapore.

Let’s hear more about the 
winning piece from the artist 
himself.

1.  How does it feel 
winning this award?

Sulaiman: It feels great 
to know that my work is 
recognised. It gives me 
the sense of satisfaction 
and motivates me to work 
harder. It also encourages 
me to take part in other 
art competitions and to 
raise the standard of my 
work. I am proud to have 
won the fi rst prize in the 
Open category. It shows 
that my work is effective 
in delivering the intended 

Art Against Aids 2002 Competition
Trainee Teacher Won First Prize

By Public & International 
Relations

message and I have made 
the mark.

2. What motivated you to 
enter the competition?

Sulaiman: I am very 
interested in current issues. 
My artwork normally 
revolves around issues that 
are close to our society. 
War, terrorism, social and 
moral issues are subject 
matter that I portray in 
my paintings. I want to 
help educate the public 
through my artwork and 
this competition allows me 

to do that. The cash prizes 
also motivated me to give 
it a go.

3. Why did you title your 
work as “Temptation”?

Sulaiman: My artwork 
refl ects on how women 
are often seen as objects 
of desire. Here I also 
highlight the issues of sex 
workers who are in the 
high-risk category and 
are partially responsible 
for transmitting the virus. 
The woman with a mask 
symbolises how the virus 
is often hidden. People are 
usually more attracted to 
her physical beauty and 
allure without realising the 
consequences. The black 
lines on her body and 
face represent infected 
blood. The feathers worn 
by the woman has a 
sexual connotation while 
the ballerina dancing 
on cracking ground 
represents how ignorance 
and unprotected sex 
are like dancing on thin 

ice. The pair of hands 
touching the woman’s 
hips represent lust and 
desire. In the background, 
a face sheds tears of 
silent suffering. The eye 
tells how judgmental our 
society can be. Though we 
may be concerned with the 
erosion of social and moral 
values in our society, we 
should also not be quick 
to judge others. We must 
instead focus on how we 
can make things better 
through understanding 
and education. Thus I titled 
it “Temptation”.

4. How do you intend 
to spend your prize 
money?

Sulaiman: Give my 
wife and family a treat. 
She’s been the source of 
inspiration for me.

5. Any words of advice for 
aspiring artists?

Sulaiman: Self-respect, 
perseverance and believe 
in yourself.

Mr Tan Hoon ChiangMr Tan Hoon Chiang

organisations to learn from 
and emulate in achieving 
long-term strategic success. 
For more details, please refer 
to the website at
www.cio-asia.com.
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Associate Professor Lee Ong Kim 
Policy & Management Studies

“It is important to arouse the students’ 
interest in the topic being addressed 
or discussed. How this is done really 
depends on the individual as each 
person has his own style.  What works 
for me is to show relevance to their 
current work or the work they will 

be doing.  After interest has been aroused, we need to make 
continuous effort to sustain the interest. A possible way may 
be spontaneous topic-related one-liners that can be humorous.  
None of them would like to miss the humour and they make 
themselves very attentive.”

I   Award   I  NIEnews

TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
NOMINEES 2003

Education Cluster

Associate Professor Low Guat Tin 
Policy & Management Studies

“I love to teach and I see teaching as 
a vocation. I have not seen my years 
in teaching as work because I enjoy 
preparing and delivering a workshop 
or a lecture and I enjoy sharing with.  
Whenever I have to prepare a lecture 
I learn that much more and my life is 

enriched.  And when I conduct a workshop or a lecture out of 
the campus, I get to meet people who are not only different 
from educators in outlook but they have different issues to 
grapple with and these widen my horizons.”

Associate Professor Quah May Ling, 
Marilyn 
Specialised Education
 
“Good teaching reaches not only the 
minds of students but especially the 
heart - it should transform them.”

Associate Professor Dennis Rose
Specialised Education
 
“It is individuals who learn, not groups.  
Few students will have their needs 
met by one-size-fi ts-all approaches to 
teaching. The challenge for teachers 
and teacher educators is to focus on 
each individual student in their care.”  

Associate Professor Pamela Sharpe
Specialised Education

“A good educator must have: content 
knowledge; fl exibility in delivery; 
consistency in approach; high 
professional standards; empathy; 
passion; be self-critical; willing to listen 
and learn from others.”

Arts Cluster

“There’s a wonderfully rich, 
enlightening essay by Maxine Greene, 
the teacher-educator from Teachers’ 
College, which I turn to ever so often, 
especially in diffi cult moments when 
I feel discouraged or confused about 
what I am doing in the classroom. 

She calls it, Teaching as Possibility: A Light in Dark Times, and 
suggests that teachers are among the few who in their lives 
and works can ‘awaken and empower today’s young people 
to name, to refl ect, to imagine and to act with more and more 
concrete responsibility in an increasingly multifarious world’. 

Such illumination begins, I feel, with an acknowledgement 
of, and respect for, the increasingly more diverse locations 
and histories of the students we fi nd each semester in our 
classrooms - backgrounds which have profoundly shaped their 
ways of seeing and thinking. In the case of language and 
literacy education, the areas which I teach, our classroom can 
then become safe spaces where students feel encouraged to 
refl ect critically on what they are learning from us and others, 
which involves developing their own set of guidelines that will 
inform the criteria with which to judge, and if not yet existent, 
to imagine and construct more equitable, morally responsible 
language and literacy practices in their own future classrooms.”  

Associate Professor Anneliese Kramer-Dahl 
English Language & Literature

The search for this year’s Teacher of the Year is on. Voting took place in the NIE Campus on 10 February and in the 
Townsville Campus on 19 February. Our heartiest congratulations must go to the 20 nominees shortlisted and featured 
here. All were honoured with plaques of commendation for their excellence in teaching. But three had already been 
voted by fi nal year trainee teachers as the “Teacher of the Year 2003”. They will be receiving their award from Dr Su 
Guaning, President, NTU on 9 April 2003 at the presentation ceremony.
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Assistant Professor G Balasekaran 
Physical Education & Sports Science

“I am honoured that in serving and 
being able to infl uence fellow teachers 
and trainees, I am served a rare 
accolade. My hope and satisfaction is 
always that I can impart to students 
values beyond the curriculum.”

Assistant Professor Sivakumaran 
s/o Ramalingam
Asian Languages & Cultures 

“It is important to make the lessons 
relevant to current trends and also 
important for an effective teacher 
to identify and address problems by 
taking students’ body language into 
cognizance.”

Assistant Professor Teo Chin Soon, 
Peter 
English Language & Literature

“Clichéd as it may sound, to be a good 
teacher one must have a genuine 
compassion to want to help others to 
learn, to maximise their potential as 
individuals. Without this compassion, 
the burden will simply be too heavy 
and the strain too great.” 

Science Cluster

Assistant Professor Michael Charles 
McNeill 
Physical Education & Sports Science

“Philosophy: a good educator must 
be humble, sensitive to individual 
differences and equitable to all levels of 
society.

Teaching success: passion and 
conviction for the discipline plus a belief 

that Physical Education plays a pivotal role in the curriculum for 
all pupils.

Inspiration to teach: the feeling that I can make a positive 
contribution to people’s lives and the personal satisfaction 
received from their appreciation. This is a powerful reward.”  

Associate Professor Douglas Edge 
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

“Early in my career I mentioned 
to an older colleague that I teach 
mathematics. She answered saying 
that she taught children. As abrupt 
as I found that reply, it served to 
remind me that I teach mathematics 
to students. It is this critical interaction 

between the demands of the subject matter and the needs of 
the student that has become a philosophical cornerstone of my 
career.”  

Arts Cluster

Mr Chua Chee Lay 
Asian Languages & Cultures 

“Confucius once said: “Reviewing what 
you have learned and learning anew, 
you are fi t to be a teacher.”

This motto helps me to enjoy teaching 
and learning all these years in NIE.

Associate Professor Oliver Seet
English Language & Literature

“I believe teaching is about connecting: 
if you can’t connect with your students, 
you can’t teach them effectively. The 
art of establishing these connections 
- kinesic, cognitive and affective 
- is often not taught. Instead, those 
aspects which one could identify as the 

science of teaching are emphasised; at best, the products of 
such a training course become instructors. They could operate 
effectively only in an idealised classroom. In the real classroom, 
they are at a loss to know how to relate to students who may 
have little or no interest in what they have to tell them.

To become a teacher, one needs to learn the art of teaching 
- something I emphasise and teach on my courses.”

Assistant Professor Larry Francis 
Hilarian
Visual & Performing Arts

To “know oneself” as a teacher implies 
acknowledging one’s weaknesses, 
limitations, prejudices and the tendency 
to stereotype. As a teacher, the respect 
for each student as individuals is 
paramount - drawing out the best in 

them and teach each one what he or she needs to learn, draw 
out his/her unique talents in the way he/she best understands.

Associate Professor Chia Yong 
Hwa, Michael
Physical Education & Sports Science

“As a teacher of teachers-to-be, I am 
inspired to always give of my best 
because I know that people who come 
to me have great potential to achieve 
for themselves, and for those who 
come to them, far greater heights 
than I will, for they are the makers of 
tomorrow’s future.” 
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Assistant Professor Yan Yaw Kai 
Natural Sciences

“Good teaching involves both the 
mind and the heart; it gives meaning 
to learning, arouses the imagination, 
and inspires continual questioning 
and searching beyond the day of 
graduation.”

I   Collaboration   I  NIEnews

Improving the Quality of 
Pre-school Education in  
Singapore

By Associate Professor Pamela 
Sharpe and Assistant Professor 
Linda Gan, Specialised Education

An important new chapter 
in the education of 

Singapore’ s pre-school 
children unfolded when 
“A Framework For A 
Kindergarten Curriculum” 
was offi cially launched by Mr 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam, 
the Senior Minister of State 
for Education on 20 January 
2003.  It was a product that 
resulted from three years of 
collaboration between the 
Ministry of Education (MOE) 
and the National Institute of 
Education (NIE) to upgrade 
the overall quality of pre-
school education at the 
national level.

In 1999, the Pre-School 
Steering Committee was 
formed. Comprising members 
drawn from the MOE, NIE 

as well as private and non-
profi t pre-school centres, 
the committee identifi ed fi ve 
main areas for immediate 
review:

• Defi ning the desired 
outcomes of pre-school 
education

• Conducting pilot research 
to study the long-term 
benefi ts of pre-school 
education

• Developing a curriculum of 
teacher training

• Regulating kindergartens

NIE specialists - Associate 
Professor Pamela Sharpe, 
Assistant Professors Linda 
Gan and Celina Kwan 
- acted as consultants for 
the development of the new 
curriculum framework and 

its contents. Together with 
Associate Professor Quah May 
Ling who sat on the Steering 
Committee, the specialists 
were also actively involved 
in training teachers for the 
implementation phase.

A pilot-run of the new 
curriculum took place 
between year 2000 and 2002 
involving a total of 31 PAP 
Community Foundation and 
NTUC Centres. Amongst 
a number of features, 
the framework enabled 
preschoolers to benefi t 
from a curriculum which 
was designed to enable 
them to learn through play, 
observation, investigation, 
and to discover things 
for themselves. A more 
interactive and holistic 

Assistant Professor 
Jane Leong Wai Yee

Visual & Performing Arts

Assistant Professor 
Zhang Aidong

Asian Languages & Cultures

Assistant Professor 
C Kunalan
Physical Education & Sports 
Science

Science Cluster

Arts Cluster

approach to learning 
was also adopted in the 
overall development of 
the curriculum through six 
critical areas - language and 
literacy, numeracy, creative 
and aesthetic awareness, 
environmental, social and 
health awareness, and motor 
skills development. 

For two whole days following 
the launch, NIE Specialised 
Education academics - 
Associate Professor Sharpe 
and Assistant Professor Gan - 
were on hand to demonstrate 
to principals and primary one 
teachers, the core essentials 
of the new curriculum, 
and the desired outcomes 
achieved in terms of cognitive 
and social abilities of the pre-
school children involved in the 
project.

Associate Professor Tan Tuck Lee, 
Augustine 
Natural Sciences

“Teach with your heart and mind, 
be passionate. If you want a child to 
learn about fl ower, place some real 
fl owers in front of him and let him see, 
touch, smell and think about fl owers.  
Experience is the best teaching tool.”
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Some 35 Members of 
Parliament (MPs) visited 

NIE over two days - 21 and 27 
February 2003.

Responding to an invitation 
by the Minister for Education, 
RADM (NS) Teo Chee Hean,  
the MPs gained greater 
understanding of the key 
emphases at NIE as the sole 
teacher training institute 
today. The visit also served to 
highlight NIE’s responses to 
the various MOE’s initiatives, 
the professional development 

35 Members of Parliament  Tour NIE
following:

WebQuest: Ready to 
Rumble

IT as Information Resources 
and Instructive Tool
A WebQuest is an approach 
for stimulating authentic 
inquiry-based or problem-
based learning using the 
resources of the World 
Wide Web. It supports the 
school curriculum in terms 
of provisions for enrichment 
as well as project-oriented 
approaches to learning. 

i-Video and 
Collaborative 
Problem Solving: 
Planning a Class 
Outing

IT as Visualisation Tool and 
Collaborative Tool
This project uses i-video and 
online collaborative software, 
Knowledge Forum®, to 
engage primary school pupils 
in collaborative problem 
solving of real life complex 

Official Opening of the DNA Centre  @ NIEBy Assistant Professor Yan Yaw Kai, 
Natural Sciences

RADM (NS) Teo Chee Hean, Minister 
for Education and Second Minister 

for Defence, officially opened the DNA 
Centre@NIE (DNAC@NIE) on 21 February 
2003. 

students, and has dedicated laboratory 
benches for teachers to work together to 
prepare instructional kits to support their 
teaching in schools.

The DNAC@NIE collaborates with the 
DNA Learning Centre in New York on 
the development and adaptation of 
some of the DNA science materials and 
teaching resources for use by teachers 
in Singapore. In addition, the Centre is 
also developing its own courses, both 
independently and in collaboration with 
local research institutes such as the 
Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology. 
In order to cater to the wide range of 
interests and needs among teachers, 
the DNAC@NIE courses are offered at 
three levels, taking into consideration 
not only the level at which the teacher 
teaches, but also his or her familiarity 

Headed by Assistant Professor Yan Yaw 
Kai of the Natural Sciences Academic 
Group, the DNAC@NIE is a facility 
established with the objective of 
equipping both new and incumbent 
teachers in the teaching of recent 
advances in DNA science and the life 
sciences. The DNAC@NIE was developed 
at NIE with the support and funding 
from the Ministry of Education, and was 
modeled after the Dolan DNA Learning 
Centre of the renowned Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory in New York. 

Located at Level 1 of Block 7A, NIE, the 
DNAC@NIE houses state-of-the-art 
laboratories for experiential learning of 
teachers in the life sciences. It aims to 
be a one-stop resource centre to help 
teachers teach life sciences in more 
enthusiastic and innovative ways to their 

of teachers as well as how 
NIE prepares teachers to meet 
new curricular challenges.

The delegation toured NIE’s 
state-of-the-art facilities. At 
the LearningHub@LIBRIS, 
the MPs viewed projects 
presented by trainee teachers 
from various NIE programmes. 
These projects illustrated 
trainee teacher skills in the 
integration of Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) into teaching and 
learning and included the 

mathematics problems. The 
pupils access are web-stream 
video “Planning a Class 
Outing” and they are assigned 
the task of planning the 
budget for the outing.  

Encouraging Active 
Learning: Interactive 
Learning Objects

IT as Thinking and 
Simulation tool
A learning object is a reusable, 
media-independent chunk of 
information or programme 
used as a modular building 

Trainee teacher, Mr Timothy Tan Keng 
Wah briefing (from left to right) Education 
Minister Teo Chee Hean, MP Dr Warren 
Lee and Acting Community Development 
and Sports Minister, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim.  
Behind them is another trainee teacher, 
Mr Mohamad Zaki Jalil.

Education Minister Teo Chee Hean “splicing the gene” 
to officiate the opening of DNAC@NIE as NIE Director, 
Professor Leo Tan, Permanent Secretary for Education, 
Chiang Chie Foo and Acting Community Development 
and Sports Minister, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, look on (from 
left to right).

Members of Parliament on a facility tour of NIE
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35 Members of Parliament  Tour NIE
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block for e-learning content. 
Our trainee teachers develop 
learning objects that can 
engage our students in active 
and constructive learning. 
These learning objects 
allow our pupils to change 
variables and visualise the 
corresponding changes, 
to test their hypotheses 
and generate their own 
theories, and through the 
process construct their own 
knowledge.

Geographic 
Information System: 
Interactive Map

IT as Thinking and 
Visualisation Tool
This is a project that 
showcases the work of our 
trainee teachers in creating 
well-designed lesson 
packages that require the 
school students to explore and 
solve geographical problems 
using Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS). This package 
essentially helps the students 
in a decision making process 
involving spatial location.

many curricular content areas, 
and are suitable to support 
a wide variety of learning 
outcomes.

At the Teaching and Learning 
Room of the Future, the MPs 
gained an insight into the 
flexible teaching-learning 
environment that uses 
technology to support the 
learning process. Such e-
learning environment makes 
teaching challenging and 
stimulating as pupils learn and 
work beyond the confines 
of the traditional classroom 
setting.

Besides, the MPs joined 
classes in session to 
better understand how 

Official Opening of the DNA Centre  @ NIE
and experience with the 
life sciences. These courses 
have a strong hands-
on emphasis and are 
conducted with a multi-
disciplinary approach. Six 
courses are offered in the 
January 2003 semester. 
Enrolment for the courses 
has been very encouraging, 
especially for the course 
“Basic DNA Science”.

More information on 
the DNAC@NIE and its 
courses can be found 
at the website http:
//www.nie.edu.sg/dnac

Stella Systems 
Modelling Tool

IT as a Thinking and 
Constructive Tool
Systems modelling tool allows 
us to model a dynamic process 
by considering the inter-
play of various components 
affecting the system. It 
encourages pupils to think 
even while they organise, 
research, and model a 
dynamic process. This tool is 
applicable in various subjects 
such as Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology and 
National Education.  

MicroLESSONS™

IT as a Constructive Tool
microLESSONS™ are small 
units of student-centred 
instructional materials which 
incorporate various computer 
features (eg animation, 
graphics, sound, interactivity) 
that help to achieve specific 
learning objectives. The 
microLESSONS™ developed 
by our trainee teachers span 

NIE conducts its teacher 
training programmes. It also 
provided an opportunity 
for the MPs to interact with 
the trainee teachers. These 
classes comprised Diploma in 
Departmental Management 
(Dynamic Learning System 
tutorial), Diploma in Education 
(Curriculum Studies 
Mathematics tutorial), 
In-Service (Tamil Language 
and Literature tutorial) and 
Degree Programme (Child 
Development and Learning 
tutorial).    

At the first visit, the MPs also 
witnessed the official opening 
of the DNA Centre@NIE 
(please see inset).

S/no Date Name of event Country
1 21 Jan Participants of the Master Trainer Development Programme Malaysia
2 21 Jan Andrea Karpati, Chairholder of UNESCO for ICT in Education Hungary
3 22 Jan Osaka City Board of Education Japan
4 24 Jan The Minister, Senior Minister of State, Minister of State, Parliamentary Secretary & 
  Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education Singapore
5 25 Jan Dr James Ebben & delegation, Edgewood College USA
6 27 Jan Participants of Sino-Singapore Student Exchange Programme China
7 30 Jan Doctoral students, Srinakharinwirot University Thailand
8 4 Feb Senior Managers & Administrators from Abu Dhabi Educational Zone United 
  & Al Ain Educational Zone Arab Emirates
9 13 Feb British teachers United Kingdom
10 18 Feb British teachers United Kingdom
11 18 Feb Riau teachers Indonesia
12 18 Feb Mr Taro Kainuma, Kyoto University Japan
13 19 Feb British teachers United Kingdom
14 21 Feb Members of Parliament Singapore
15 26 Feb School leaders Thailand
16 27 Feb Members of Parliament Singapore
17 27 Feb IT delegation from the Chugoku Bureau of the Ministry of Economy, Trade & Industry of Japan Japan
18 28 Feb Japanese International Cooperation Agency, University of the South Pacific Fiji
19 6 Mar Japanese NIER team Japan
20 13 Mar Chubu University Daiichi High School Japan
21 18 Mar Mr Kiran Bhalodia, Principal, Galaxy Education System India
22 20 Mar Faculty of China Bejing Normal University China
23 24 Mar Professor Tim Brown, Dean, Faculty of Science, Australian National University Australia
24 24 Mar Mrs Sirikorn Maneerin, Thai Deputy Education Minister & Delegation Thailand
25 26-29 Mar Faculty of East China Normal University China

International Visitors To NIE – January to March 2003

Members of Parliament - Mr Andy Gan, Dr Ngiam Tee Liang, Mr Ang Mong Seng 
with Minister Lee Yock Suan (Prime Minister’s Office) and Senior Minister Of State 
For Education, Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnum - interacting with life science inservice 
teachers in the brand new laboratory of the DNAC@NIE.
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We reveal a little more of the 
man behind CRPP through 
this interview.

NIE News: Welcome to 
NIE. What were your 
first impressions of the 
Institute?

By any standard, NIE has 
world-class resources. Its staff 
have high levels of training 
and qualifications. Funding, 
research and teaching 
infrastructure exceed that of 
its international counterparts. 
In this context, the Director 
and the NIE leadership team 
have shown great foresight 
in developing CRPP. In close 
partnership with a strong 
Ministry of Education, NIE is 
in a unique position. It is also 
at a crucial moment in its 
own history as it continues 
to evolve from a national 
teacher education institution 
to an international force 
in postgraduate training, 
research and scholarship. My 

NIE Centre for Research 
in Pedagogy & Practice

By Public & International 
Relations

the school system. CRPP’s 
findings, through the work 
of its 30 full-time academic 
research staff, will be used 
as the basis for educational 
improvement and decision-
making.

Its new Dean, Professor 

Allan Luke assumed 
office on 1 March 2003 
along with Vice Dean for 
Research Methodology, 
Professor Peter Freebody. 
Dean of NIE’s Foundation 
Programmes Office, Professor 
S Gopinathan, also assumed 
office as Vice Dean for Policy. 

On 1 March 2003, the 
Centre for Research in 

Pedagogy & Practice (CRPP) 
in NIE became operational. 
Over the next five years, 
CRPP will undertake to 
provide an exciting research 
framework in three core niche 
areas - Mathematics and 
Science Education, Language 
Literacy and Information and 
Communication Technology 
in Education. These three 
areas are the core of the 
school curriculum, and the 
platform on which students 
in Singapore can build to 
maximise their potential.

CRPP’s mission is to provide 
an innovative and substantive 
research base for the 
implementation of policy and 
pedagogical initiatives within 

In Conversation with Professor Allan Luke
Professor Allan Albert 

James Luke joined NIE on 
1 March 2003 as the Dean 
of the newly established 
Centre for Research in 
Pedagogy & Practice (CRPP). 
He was previously Professor 
of Education and Dean and 
Head of the Graduate School 
of Education, the University 
of Queensland, Australia. He 
was also the Deputy Director 
General for the Queensland 
State Education System from 
1999 to 2000 and has been 
Chief Educational Advisor to 
the Queensland Minister of 
Education from 1999 to 2003.

He earned his doctoral 
and master’s degrees from 
Simon Fraser University in 
Canada and completed his 
undergraduate studies at the 
University of California (Santa 
Barbara).

Professor Luke is the 
author and editor of 11 
books, including Literacy, 
Society and Schooling 
(Cambridge), The Social 
Construction of Literacy in the 
Classroom (Macmillan), and 
Constructing Critical Literacies 
(Hampton). His published 
articles have appeared 
in Harvard Educational 
Review, American Journal of 
Education, Canadian Journal 
of Education, Linguistics and 
Education, Educational Policy, 
Educational Theory, Social 
Epistemology and many other 
leading journals.

His fields of interest include 
language and literacy 
education, curriculum theory 
and sociology, discourse 
analysis and sociolinguistics.

He also serves as editor and 
member on several boards 
of prestigious journals, 
including the journal Teaching 
Education (Routledge/
Carfax) which will be 
located at CRPP. He won the 
prestigious Merit Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in 

an Educational Essay from the 
Educational Press Association 
of America, awarded to 
two published articles each 
year, for work published in 
Teachers College Record. 
In 2000, he was awarded 
an honorary PhD by the 
Crown Prince of Thailand for 
service to Thai education. In 
December 2002, he delivered 
the 12th Annual Radford 
Address on the state of 
Australian education to the 
Australian Association of 
Educational Research.

Professor Luke is married to 
Professor Carmen Luke of 
the University of Queensland, 
an internationally-known 
sociologist and feminist 
researcher, and they have one 
daughter, Dr Haida Luke, who 
works for the Queensland 
Institute of Medical Research. 
He recently became the proud 
grandfather to three year old 
Ailish and one year old Cian.

task is to help us take this 
next step.

NIE News: What prompted 
you to take up this 
appointment?

Education and teaching are 
in my blood. It is a privilege 
and honour to have an 
opportunity to put my craft 
to work in Singapore. It is a 
time when many education 
systems internationally are 
being cut back, when many 
educational leaders are 
busy looking backwards or 
focusing on short-term ‘quick 
fixes’. Singapore education is 
at the forefront with a very 
strong future orientation. At 
NIE, we have the opportunity 
to step up with new 
prototypes for pedagogy, 
curriculum and educational 
futures. These approaches 
will be central to preparing 
Singaporean students and 
teachers for the risky world 
of globalised cultures, new 

 Professor S Gopinathan, 
Vice Dean (Policy)

Professor Peter Freebody, Vice Dean 
(Research Methodology)
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In Conversation with Professor Allan Luke
By Public & International 
Relations

economies and technologies. 
But as well they can set new 
benchmarks for schools 
across the Asia-Pacific and 
internationally. How often do 
such challenges and prospects 
come along in any of our 
educational lifetimes?

NIE News: Professor 
Luke, perhaps you could 
share with us your vision 
for CRPP in the context 
of NIE’s vision to be an 
institute of distinction.

CRPP has two tasks. First, to 
develop a multidisciplinary 
research agenda that will 
lead to improved pedagogy 
in Singapore schools, 
concentrating on several core 
areas. Second, to build and 
develop a strong research 
culture for all staff at NIE. The 
very best education schools 
and faculties are driven 
by cutting edge ideas and 
vigorous intellectual debates, 
articulate graduate students 
and young scholars, and 
experienced researchers and 
mentors. CRPP will provide 
this kind of a ‘hothouse’ 
environment. We will provide 
staff and graduate students 
with training in research 
design, problem solving 
in educational systems, 
supervision of doctoral 
students, getting published 
and engaging in international 
scholarly networking. That is 
what we are going to achieve.

NIE News: What are your 
current areas of research 
and interest?

For the past two years, I have 
been busy with issues around 
educational policy and school 
reform in Australia. I am still 
doing lots of conference and 
in-service work with teachers 
on the teaching of reading 
and writing. I have been very 
interested in how education 
systems internationally have 
responded to events since 
September 11, and how 

we need to attend closely 
to issues of globalisation, 
citizenship, ethics and 
community-building.

NIE News: Tell us some 
of the achievements, 
professional and personal, 
that you are especially 
proud of.

Since 1972, I have had the 
opportunity to teach at every 
level of education - from 
early childhood education to 
adult basic education, from 
training nurses to teaching 
literature to university 
students. A few things 
immediately come to mind. 
First, I learned so much about 
my profession and about 
life from my first class of 
Vietnamese migrant students 
in 1982 in Vancouver. Many 
are now teachers, doctors 
and scientists, musicians 
and writers. For the past 
seven years I have had great 
colleagues at the University of 
Queensland, the top ranked 
research school in Australia. 
Finally, working with senior 
ministers and civil servants 
on the Queensland reforms 
taught me a great deal 
about the world of politics, 
government and policy.

NIE News: Maybe you 
could also let us in on 
some aspects of your 
personal life, your 
childhood, early career 
aspirations and family.

I grew up and went to school 
in the 1950s in Los Angeles. 
I went to a Chinese school 
for few years but was not 
too successful at it. My 
father received his Bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from 
the University of Washington 
in 1934. Like a lot of 
Chinese in the 

USA, he and my mother had 
to fight their way through 
some very difficult conditions 
in the 1930s and 1940s. He 
worked as a reporter, printer, 
actor and social worker. He 
was my mentor, teacher and, 
at one point, my basketball 
coach. One of my strongest 
role models was my year 
five teacher, Herbert Leong. 
He was brilliant, tough, and 
committed to us. It was pretty 
unusual in the 1950s for a 
Chinese to teach in the public 
school system. From that time 
on, I wanted to teach.

NIE News: Your surname 
‘Luke’ is not typically one 
that belongs to an ethnic 
Chinese. Care to enlighten 
us of its origins?

When my grandfather 
migrated to Seattle from 
Guandong in 1904, he 
simply repeated the name to 
the American immigration 
officers, who anglicised it into 
“Luke”. The name was passed 
on to many Chinese. My 
cousin, Wing Luke, was the 
first elected state official in 
Washington. My uncle, 
Keye Luke, was the 
leading Chinese-
American actor of 
his generation.

NIE News: 
What are the 
activities that 
you enjoy in 
your leisure?

I have been 
playing guitar 
and bass 

in a Brisbane rock band for 
the past five years. We have 
cut one demo CD of original 
material. I swim and hang out 
with the grandchildren.

NIE News: What makes a 
good teacher?

Good teachers are 
intellectuals: they are 
committed to the life of 
the mind. Good teachers 
are compassionate and 
empathetic. They treat the 
person who is struggling 
with new ideas and difficult 
life situations with the 
greatest degree of patience 
and respect. I think we are 
judged by how we treat the 
learner who is struggling or 
in strife, as much as how we 
treat the most brilliant. Good 
teachers are performance 
artists and chefs: they know 
how to engage an audience, 
and intuitively, they know just 
what ingredients are needed.

NIE News: Thank you for 
this interview. Any parting 
words for our readers?

An open invitation to drop 
by CRPP and chat, 

no appointment 
needed!
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With these words, the stage 
for a dialogue session was 

set for Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, the 
Minister -in-charge of Muslim 
Affairs and Acting Minister for 
Community Development and 
Sports, and the Malay Muslim 
students of NIE and Nanyang 
Technological University.  Also 
present were other community 
leaders - Mayors, Mr Zainul 
Abidin Rasheed (North-East CDC) 
and Mr Othman Haron Eusofe 
(South-East CDC), Parliamentary 
Secretaries, Mr Yatiman 
Yusof Ministry of Information, 
Communications and the Arts 
(MITA) and Mr Hawazi Daipi 
Ministry of Education (MOE), 
and Members of Parliament, 
Mr Zainudin Nordin (Bishan-Toa 
PAyoh GRC) and Mr Ahmad 
Khalis (Hong Kah GRC).

Issues discussed included the 
“tudung issue”, the white paper 
on the Jemaah Islamiah arrest, 
employment and the water 
dispute.

On the “tudung issue”, fi rst year 
Diploma in Malay Language 
trainee teacher, Helmilina Mohd 
Som, shared her experience 
during Practicum when a Chinese 
teacher questioned her on the 
reason behind the issue being 
raised again by the Malay/Muslim 
community. She felt that by 
giving the wrong answer, she 
could be branded as anti-
establishment and it might affect 
her overall grading.

Dr Yaacob indicated that the 
matter was not an open and shut 

Dialogue Session With 
Dr Yaacob Ibrahim
“I am not here to defend government policies. I’m 
here to listen to the younger generation of teachers 
and to gather feedback on your concerns and 
aspirations. “

case. Ingenious means needed to 
be used in fi nding a solution. The 
Acting Minister also reiterated 
the point that the government 
as well as the Malay/Muslim 
community was clear about the 
matter. 

Mr Zainul Abideen added by 
asking whether the tudung was 
the real issue here. Or were we 
fi ghting about something else? 
He pointed out the need to 
consider how other Muslims lived 
in a secular society, in a context 
of a multi-racial and multi-
religious society. 

On the Jemaah Islamiah White 
Paper,  an undergraduate from 
Nanyang Technological University 
voiced his concern that the recent 
spate of events might have a 
backlash on employers shunning 
the Malay/Muslim community as 
a reliable labour source. 

Everyone on the panel had a say 
in the matter but Mr Zainuddin 
had some advice for beginning 
workers. He said, “Presently, we 
are facing an economic recession 
and at the same time, the racial 
confl icts issue. It takes time 
to recover from the situation. 
We are starting to lose our 
advantages. We need to have 
value-added skills and inculcate 
life-long learning. Try to achieve 
the best for us and at the same 
time, be realistic. We need to 
fi ght for jobs and ask us what we 
can offer that will make us stand 
out. You shouldn’t put yourself 
down saying that I can’t get a job 
because I wear the tudung.” 

In a light hearted exchange, Mr 
Herman Mohd, a second year 
Diploma in Malay Language 
trainee teacher felt that Newater 
still had a long way to go not 
only in becoming a viable 
alternative source of water for 
Singaporeans, but also being 
accepted by Singaporeans as 
drinking water. The panel felt 
that it was more of mind over 
matter.

Fittingly, the dialogue ended 
with a doa by Assistant Professor 
Abbas Shariff and his three 
pointers for success. Firstly, the 
need for general and religious 

knowledge in life. Secondly, 
the need to acquire social skills 
through critical thinking. Thirdly, 
the need to have a right attitude 
and ethics in life.  

The dialogue session was the 
second in a series that began in 
2002. It was organised by the 
Malay Language and Culture 
Unit of the Asian Languages & 
Cultures (ALC) Academic Group. 
More than 200 students and 
lecturers attended the session 
which provided an opportunity 
for interaction with the Malay 
community leaders in an informal 
environment. 

PASSAGE – A Poetic Space
“Firstly, there is a need to 
establish a common and multi-
disciplinary platform for artists 
with varied experiences in art-
making within NIE. Exhibiting 
and performing artists can 
expect to receive the full support 
of PASSAGE in all their artistic 
endeavours. Secondly, there is 
a need for art-making, a major 
mode of cultural production 
in itself, within NIE to be as 
loosely linked to any academic 
requirements and demands as 
possible. Of course, we hope 
that all cultural production taking 
place and showcased within 
PASSAGE will stimulate the 
academic performances for its 
artists and visitors alike. Lastly, 
there is a need to imbue all NIE 
trainee teachers with the notion 
that art-making within NIE is 
never the sole preserve of Drama, 
Literature, Music and Visual Art 
trainee teachers.”

The previous paragraph 
adequately explains PASSAGE’s 
offi cial position with regard 
to its founding and continual 

By Raymond Yeo Boon Hwee
Co-Artistic Director

“Why start something like 
PASSAGE?” is a question which 
seems to be always on the lips 
of the other party, should our 
conversation touch on the three-
month old art space. 

I certainly do not consider it a 
tricky one. And you (dear readers) 
are probably half-expecting me 
to do either of the following: 
(a) unleash the full force of the 
predetermined reply sitting on 
my fi ngertips; or (b) kindly ask 
the poor soul to read (and make 
sense) of the manifesto, as well 
as all other relevant information, 
off the computer screen.

Neither. I often take a good 
minute (or two) to mull over this 
frequently asked question. Brevity 
is never a (main) concern for 
Edmund and I when it comes to 
responding to PASSAGE-related 
questions. Most of the time, I 
begin by stating what we fondly 
call The Three Needs, which 
usually comes out sounding 
something like this: 

Minister-In-Charge of Muslim Affairs and Acting Minister For Community Develop-
ment And Sports, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, at student dialogue session with (from left to 
right) Mayor Zainal Abidin Rasheed (North-East CDC) and NIE’s Assistant Professor 
Mohd Shariff.

Good turnout in LT 1 for the dialogue session held on 11 January 2003.

By Mohd Aidil Subhan Bin 
Mohamed Sulor Subhan
Asian Languages & Cultures
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PASSAGE – A Poetic Space
development within NIE. 
Furthermore, we see a vehicle 
which we will use to address 
the aforementioned needs 
in PASSAGE. In my personal 
capacity, I will also hasten to add: 

“A community like PASSAGE 
should actively seek and ‘bounce 
off’ sections of the general 
public, as well as communities 
which operate along somewhat 
similar grounds and beliefs. 
After all, it is one but many in 
the continuum of local-based 
public art spaces. And it is never 
meant to intimidate or put off 
individuals and groups who 
do not consider art-making, 
art-viewing and art-critiquing 
conventional and signifi cant 
cultural practices.”

All in all, I believe the 
philosophical underpinning of 
PASSAGE lies in all that has 
been said about life-assertion or 
life-affi rmation, aptly summed 
up by the much maligned maxim 
“Always strive to live your life to 
the fullest”. Another key idea: 

Concepts, beliefs and designs 
of every kind are realised, 
negotiated and re-negotiated 
through the cultural practices 
people partake in. Following 
these lines of thought, the 
physical space itself, along with 
every event it hosts, strive to add 
value, in various ways, to the lives 
of its artists and visitors alike.

To conclude, I would like to point 
out that PASSAGE is just one 
of many means to address The 
Three Needs. In addition, it is 
almost impossible for PASSAGE 
to go on without what we call 
‘grassroots support’ coming from 
various members and sections of 

PASSAGE  is located within the Nanyang Playhouse in the 
National Institute of Education.

For more information about PASSAGE and its events, you can 
either visit our website at http://www.geocities.com/passage 
anartspace or contact email at passage@mail.com.

If you are keen to exhibit or perform at PASSAGE, do write to 
us. We will consider all proposals. Volunteers too. 

the NIE family - we can defi nitely 
attest to this. PASSAGE needs all 
the support it can get, in every 
possible way. Hence, I hereby 
invite you to seek out what 
PASSAGE truly means to you, for 
I believe your support will stem 
from the personal meanings you 
fi nd within yourselves.

Edmund Heng is the other Co-
artistic Director of PASSAGE.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD 
MEDAL
Mr Raymond Fong 
- Awarded for excellence in 
the NIE examinations as well 
as for outstanding leadership 
and dedication to student 
activities in the Institute

JUSTICE CHOOR SINGH 
GOLD MEDAL
Mr Bernard Tan - Awarded 
for best performance in the 
Education Studies component 
of the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education, including a 
distinction in practicum

SINGAPORE TEACHERS’ 
UNION BOOK PRIZE
Mr Bernard Tan - Awarded 
for best performance in the 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary)

GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF 
SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
Mr Bernard Tan - Awarded 
for best performance in 
the teaching of Geography 
component of the 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary)

HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF 
SINGAPORE BOOK PRIZE
Mdm Eng Ai Leen 
- Awarded for best 
performance in the teaching 
of History component of the 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary)

SINGAPORE CHINESE 
TEACHERS’ UNION BOOK 
PRIZE
Miss Tan Hwee Yen 
- Awarded for best 
performance in the 
Curriculum Studies in 
Chinese component of 
the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education, including 
a distinction or credit in 
practicum

Award Winners

The NIE Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony January 2003

By Public & International Relations 

A total of 373 newly qualifi ed 
teachers received their 

NIE diplomas at the Teachers’ 
Investiture Ceremony held in the 
Nanyang Technological University 
on 4 January 2003. It was an 
occasion to welcome them 
into the teaching profession. 
The Guest-of-Honour for the 
ceremony was RADM (NS) 
Teo Chee Hean, Minister for 
Education and Second Minister 
for Defence.

The announcement of the new 
Art and Music Teacher Training 
Scheme was made by the 
Education Minister in his speech:

“I am glad to announce that the 
Ministry of Education (MOE) in 
partnership with the National 
Institute of Education and the 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts 
(NAFA), have jointly developed 
a new Art and Music Teacher 
Training Scheme to specifi cally 
recruit and train Art and Music 
teachers for our schools. We are 
happy to work with NAFA which 

has established a track record 
in providing good arts training 
programmes. Under this scheme, 
candidates will pursue either a 
Diploma in Art (Teaching) or a 
Diploma in Music (Teaching) in 
NAFA, over a period of three 
years. Thereafter, they will pursue 
the Diploma in Education in NIE 
for one year.  

The Ministry will pay for the 
tuition fees for all candidates 
under this scheme.  Candidates 
will also receive a bursary of 
$800 per month during the 
fi rst three years, and thereafter, 
be appointed to the Education 
Service and be paid a salary in 
the fourth year. The fi rst intake 
will be admitted into NAFA 
this July. The scheme aims to 
attract “O” Level holders who 
are talented in Art and Music to 
consider teaching as a career. It 
will ensure us a steady supply of 
good Art and Music teachers for 
our schools. This new scheme is 
estimated to cost MOE about $4 
million a year at steady state.”

At the ceremony, Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education certifi cates 
as well as Diploma in Art 

Education, Diploma in Home 
Economics Education, Diploma 
in Physical Education and other 
Diploma certifi cates were 
presented. 

RADM (NS) Teo Chee Hean in conversation with graduands at the ceremony.
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The Diploma in 
Departmental 

Management (DDM) 
graduation ceremony held on 
15 January 2003 at the Civil 
Service College saw a special 
award being presented for 
the first time. The graduation 
ceremony for the July 
2002 cohort of heads of 
department (HODs) marked 
the inaugural presentation of 
the Dr J M Nathan Memorial 
Prize for Creativity.

Unlike the Dr Ruth Wong 
Medal and the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum 
Development Book Prize 
which were prizes awarded 
to an individual, the Dr J 
M Nathan Memorial Prize 
was given to a team that 
demonstrated the highest 
level of creativity in their 
representation of team 
learning. The first Dr J M 
Nathan Memorial Prize for 
Creativity was awarded to 
Group 10, which comprised 
a team of highly creative 
HODs coming from different 
schools.

The process of selecting the 
most creative multi-media 
presentation among 20 teams 
was a rigorous one. Among 
the criteria set out in the 
rubrics of assessment was the 

the decision to accord only 
one presentation that ranked 
the best in terms of superb 
creativity and synergistic team 
work was tough.

In addition to the posters 
and three dimensional 
representations of 
the respective teams’ 
understanding of what the 
‘Power of Learning’ meant 
to the DDM participants, 
CD presentations were also 
made. In view of the large 
cohort of 162 participants, 
the entire proceeding was 
telecast ‘live’ in the hall at 
the Townsville Campus so 
that all DDM participants 
could observe the assessment 
proceedings.

The Dr J M Nathan Memorial 
Prize for Creativity comprised 
a book prize of $200 
awarded to the team and a 
certificate for each member. 
It was commendable that 
the winning team had put 
the cash award to good 
use - a donation towards 
the education of children in 
Nepal.

By Ms Zoe Boon
Policy & Management StudiesDr J M Nathan Memorial Prize 

For New DDM Programme

Title of Winning Team: 

CHEF (Challenged HOD who is Effective Forever)

Group Tutor: Ms Zoe Boon

What better way to whet the appetite of all present than to dish out a sumptuous meal of 
spicy and hot chilly crabs? The acronym CHEF is im aginatively used to refer to the team’s 
theme: Challenged HOD who is Effective Forever.

To this winning team, the concept of the chef and his preparation of the chilly crabs 
represented the group’s collective understanding of what the ‘Power of Learning’ meant to 
them. The essence of their understanding of the ‘Power of Learning’ in a dynamic learning 
system that the process of learning must include the use of the hearts and minds.

Briefly, this project took the form of a newscaster (played by John Arthur Hunt, the script 
writer and recipient of the Dr Ruth Wong Medal) who explained how the HOD, like the 
chef, was challenged to be continually effective. A chef, like the HOD, must be clear about 
his vision. As in the case of the chef, it was to be a sumptuous dish of chilly crabs. To work 
towards that, the chef must be skillful and creative in the use of the ingredients. It required 
a careful balance of the appropriate ingredients in right amounts and at the right time. An 
effective chef must also reflect upon his cooking and be open to feedback from his customers 
to improve the quality of his dish. Similarly, a Challenged HOD who is Effective Forever 
needs to creatively put into practice a range of skills and knowledge when working with 
stakeholders in the schools. To sustain effectiveness, HODs need to continually participate 
actively in professional sharing to keep up with the rapid changes taking place in the external 
environment. 

element of creativity, team 
learning and collaboration. All 
group tutors were involved 
in the day-long process of 
deliberation. It was indeed an 
enjoyable task, but making 
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Why are mango trees 
found in front of Indian 
temples ?
Answer : It is a symbol of 
love. And to some believers, 
the mango tree can also make 
your wishes come true.

What does a five-sided 
star found on mosques 
symbolise ?
Answer: It symbolises the 
five fundamental values that 
Muslims embrace.

Why do the Chinese 
believe in using a common 
character for their 
children’s name ?
Answer: It ensures that their 
ancestral stands be placed in 
the correct position based on 
seniority.

In the search for answers, 
99 Chinese trainee 

teachers from the Asian 
Languages & Cultures (ALC) 
Academic Group took the 
unconventional route, away 

Melting Pot Experience
By Ms Tan Peng Peng, 

Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Primary) July 2002 

Trainee Teacher

from chalk-and-talk, and 
embarked on a melting pot 
experience that took them 
through Little India, Kampong 
Glam and Chinatown.

Through this trip, the trainee 
teachers gained greater 
appreciation of the meaning 
behind numerous religious 
practices and a better 
understanding of the origin 
of various historical sites and 
buildings.

For instance, Hindus would 

smash a coconut before 
entering the temple to 
symbolise a firm decision 
made. 

Said Mr Tan Chin Huat, “It 
was enlightening to find 
out that the “pottu”, which 
comes in all shapes and 
colours, symbolises many 
aspects of Hindu custom 
such as the wisdom granted 
by parents to a new born 
baby or the marital status 
of women. Also, before this 
trip, I wasn’t aware that the 

Muslims bury their dead 
within 24 hours.” 

Ms Lim Pei Jing, another 
trainee teacher, commented, 
“It would be better if we 
could go into the places of 
worship and interview the 
religious leaders.” 

The trip was the first 
off-campus activity ever 
organised and proved to be 
a successful way to enhance 
the learning objective of the 
module, Teaching of Moral 
Education. Coordinator for 
the trip, Miss Tan Ah Hong, 
attributed the success to 
the well-informed and 
enthusiastic tour guides who 
gave in-depth explanations 
on the different cultures. The 
other coordinator for the trip 
was Associate Professor Ong 
Yong Peng.

Indeed, the trainee teachers 
are already looking forward to 
more such trips and activities.

I   NIE Happenings   I  NIEnews

The stage was simply a 
large glass box measuring 

2.1 by 1.5 by 1.5 metres. 
It was filled with plain, 
tap water. Enter Associate 
Professor John Matthews, 
lecturer extraordinaire from 
the Visual & Performing 
Arts (VPA) Academic Group. 
Costumed in a black executive 
suit and replete with 
aqualung tank of compressed 
air, Associate Professor 

NIE’s “Merman”
figure as a form of expression. 
In a tradition which dated 
back to the Renaissance, 
Matthews used the human 
figure to comment on human 
existence. 

In this work in particular, 
the surrounding medium of 
air was replaced by water, 
and common place actions 
ranging from execution of 
mental and physical tasks, 
acts of communication, even 
the act of breathing itself, 
took on a new significance.

Associate Professor Matthews 
has been fascinated by water 
since childhood, when he 
learnt to dive. That water has 
no shape or colour, that we 
ourselves are mostly water 
and that within it we are 
weightless, that it can support 
or extinguish life, are some of 
the reasons that give water its 

enigmatic, implacable power.

The other main aspect of the 
work was the glass itself. The 
discovery of glass helped drive 
the growth of science and art. 
Like water, glass is virtually 
invisible, yet it taught us how 
to see.
 
Associate Professor Matthews’ 
underwater performance was 
one of the works exhibited 
at the NIE Staff Show 2003 
which was officially opened on 
13 January 2003 by Dr Cham 
Tao Soon, former President 
and Distinguished Professor, 
Nanyang Technological 
University.

The exhibition showcased a 
fascinating collection of artistic 
work by full and part-time 
staff of the Institute, and was 
curated by Year Four Visual 
Arts Students. 

Matthews gave three 
underwater performances 
entitled “Airsharing”, 
“Speechlesss” and “Wet 
Dreams”, a performance 
with the artist Lynn Lu. 
Each performance lasted 
approximately 15 minutes.

The performance captured 
the essence of Associate 
Professor Matthews’ work, 
that of using the human 

Trainee teachers from PGDE (Primary) July 2002 after their excursion.

By Public & International Relations 
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NIE News: Congratulations 
on your recent graduation 
in January 2003. Why 
choose to be a teacher?
I have a very strong passion 
for and foundation in 
Mathematics. I also have a 
nurturing personality, and an 
ability to put things across to 
people effectively. Teaching 
is a very noble job. I want 
to assist youths in learning 
and acquiring a passion for 
Mathematics. Ultimately, my 
aim is to help raise the level of 
learning Mathematics all over 
the world.

NIE News: What are the 
subjects you teach at 
Peicai Secondary School?
I teach Elementary 
Mathematics to Secondary 
one and three Express 
students, and Secondary fi ve 
Normal (Academic) students, 
Additional Mathematics to 
Secondary three Express 
students, and Computer 
Applications to Secondary 
one and two Normal 
(Technical) students. Apart 
from that, I am assigned to 
take charge of the school’s 
Singapore Mathematics 
Olympiad training.

NIE News: In what ways 
do you think student 
expectation of teachers 
have changed from the 
time when you were in 
school?
I think students now 
demand a lot more from 
their teachers. They expect 
teachers to be excellent in 
teaching. If students do not 
perform well, they have the 
tendency to blame their 
teachers for poor teaching 
or lack of concern for their 
education. They expect 
teachers to work hard for 
them and alongside with 
them; they want teachers 
to be their friends, and not 
authoritative fi gures. Many 
expect to be spoon-fed, 

Teacher, Peicai Secondary SchoolInterview with Raymond Fong Chang Chong

all the time if possible, and 
will show their frustrations 
openly if they are told to 
work out their own solutions. 
They think that the onus of 
their learning belongs to 
their teachers. I think their 
problems stem from self-
centredness and impatience 
in getting what they want 
in this mobile phone and 
internet age. Some have 
labelled them as the “Maggie 
Mee Generation” or “Gen 
Y”. I think those descriptions 
aptly apply to their attitudes, 
behaviour, and mentality.

NIE News: What challenges 
have you faced so far 
dealing with students and 
parents?
Academically, most students 
have weak foundations in 
Mathematics, especially 
concepts that are taught 
in the lower secondary 
level. I am doing a lot of 
unlearning and relearning 
of concepts that they have 
learnt before, in addition to 
teaching them new ones. 
They also have diffi culties 
understanding abstract 
concepts, albeit even simple 
ones. Emotionally, students 
are easily discouraged at the 
slightest failures or remarks 
by teachers and peers. Most 
students give up easily, even 
without attempting to write 
down their solutions. Most 
students have low confi dence, 
and are always asking me 
to check whether they have 
done a problem right. Most 
students are easily bored, 
and need to be entertained 
all the time for learning to 
take place. Some even go to 
the extreme of rejecting me 
as their teacher, until they 
know for certain that I am on 
their side, and fi ghting the 
“battle” together with them. 
Many students do not value 
hard work; they just want the 
end results without wanting 
to know the processes. They 

want concepts to be taught in 
bite-sized capsules, otherwise 
they would cry foul. They 
label a process as “tedious” 
if it involves more than 
one convoluted turn. Many 
students are not motivated 
to pursue knowledge per se; 
they want to be exam-smart. 
Students in my school are 
very well-behaved, so I have 
no problems in this aspect. So 
far, the parents I have met are 
friendly and understanding.

NIE News: Relate to us one 
inspiring experience with 
a lecturer and/or a fellow 
trainee teacher at NIE.
That person has to be Mr 
Joseph Yeo Kai Kow, a 
lecturer in the Mathematics 
& Mathematics Education 
Academic Group in NIE. 
While on his undergraduate 
vacation in 1985, he was my 
relief teacher in Math when I 
was in Secondary two.  After 
obtaining his PGDE, he rose 
quickly through the ranks in 
the school system. He was 
posted to GEP, and MOE 
HQ, before joining the NIE as 
lecturer presently. I did not 
know that a teacher’s career 
path can be so diversifi ed 
and enriching, till I met him 
at the NIE. Before taking up 
the PGDE, I had heard from 
some teachers that it is a 
useless and frivolous course, 
where the theories taught 
are not applicable in reality. 
They advised me to take a laid 
back and carefree approach. 
However, Mr Yeo advised me 
to change my attitude, and 
to be open to PGDE course, 
else I will take away little 
from the PGDE; there are 
lots of relevant theories to 
be learnt. After that meeting 
up with him, I decided to put 
in my best in studying the 
PGDE, and was indeed amply 
rewarded with my new found 
knowledge and good grades. 
I love education so much 
now that I am thinking of 

pursuing a Masters and PhD 
in Mathematics Education. 

NIE News: To aspiring 
teachers, do you have any 
thoughts to share?
Teaching at the Primary and 
Secondary levels is really 
about teaching students, 
and not so much about 
teaching a subject. So, 
aspiring teachers ought 
to have a love for guiding 
and helping children and 
teenagers to be the best that 
they can be. A lot of energy 
will be expended in guiding 
them towards maturity in 
their thinking, attitude, and 
behaviour. Teaching can 
be long hours. Apart from 
teaching, teachers do marking 
and preparation of lessons 
till late into the night, even 
during weekends. In addition, 
teachers are involved in 
various administrative work, 
co-curricular activities, 
committee work, meetings, 
and projects. So, be prepared 
to put in hard work. Fresh 
graduates should get some 
working experience and 
exposure outside of the 
teaching fi eld before joining 
the NIE. Since teaching is a 
generalist job, it is essential to 
pick up valuable skills such as 
presentation, public speaking, 
negotiations, minute-taking, 
working in groups, use of 
computer software, project 
management, and public 
relations. 
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Associate Professor Low Guat 
Tin brought the house down 

with laughter when she stood 
on the podium to present her 
take on “Personal Mastery”. 
Her presentation style veered 
differently from the rest of the 
fi ve speakers which included 
celebrity personality, actress 
Carol Cheng.

Associate Professor Low 
was nonchalant about her 
appearance, the recognisable 
grey vest ensemble that she 
almost always wore to just about 
every speaking engagement. 
She calls it “the package” that 
comes with inviting her. Indeed, 
the package was pleasantly 
delightful to her audience of 
some 400 women who paid 
over $100 to hear speakers like 
Claire Chiang (former Nominated 

Member of Parliament), Nanz 
Chong (Founder, $1.99 chain 
of stores), Ida Ong (Owner, Imp 
International Modeling Agency), 
Louise Percy (Percy Institute of 
International Protocol), Joanne 
Blakemore (President, American 
Association) and Australian 
Kay Cottee who became the 
fi rst and only woman in the 
world to sail around the world 
alone in 1988. These speakers 
were the very epitome of 
The Strength Within which 
was the theme for this year’s 
Singapore Women’s Congress 
organised by MediaCorp Radio 
to commemorate International 
Women’s Day. 
  
Personal mastery, according to 
Associate Professor Low, consists 
of three components - vision, 
current reality and gap. Vision is 

about what you want and where 
you want to go. Current reality is 
about where you are now.  The 
aim is to try and close the gap 
between one’s vision and one’s 
current reality. An extraordinary 
vision can spur you on to achieve 
extraordinary results. Remember 
Terry Fox? He raised $24 million 
for charity by running a marathon 
a day on one leg as the other 
was amputated because of 
bone cancer. Associate Professor 
Low encourages her audience 
to get in touch with what is 
important to them. She says 
that when people connect to 
meaning in their lives, problems 
are at least put into perspective. 
Acknowledge and embrace your 
current reality, and move forward 
towards the vision. 

Associate Professor Low spoke 
of the dirty, four-letter word 
“JUST”.  She admonished against 
saying, for instance, “I am JUST 
a teacher.”  Choose instead to 
recognise that “I AM a teacher.”

The Strength Within strikes an 
optimistic and reassuring note 
- that women have inner reserves 
of courage, strength and talent 
to address new and existing 
challenges.

8 March 2003

Professor Howard Gardner
Keynote Speaker
Multiple Intelligences Thinking and Creativity

Howard Gardner is Hobbs Professor of 
Cognition and Education at Harvard 
University, Adjunct Professor of Psychology 
at Harvard University and Adjunct Professor 
of Neurology at the Boston University School 
of Medicine.

By Public & International Relations 
Personal Mastery Tips 
From Guest Speaker Low Guat Tin
At The Singapore Women’s Congress 2003

The 2003 Social Studies Symposium entitled “Establishing 
New Frontiers: Social Studies in the 21st Century” organised 

by NIE’s Humanities & Social Studies Education Academic 
Group at the York Hotel, March 17-18, was a great success. The 
subject generated keen interest among teachers, curriculum 
planners, and academics from Singapore and abroad. The 
overwhelming response from teachers participating was lauded 
by Guest of Honour, Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Mr. 
Hawazi Daipi. Three excellent keynote speeches by Professors 
Kerry Kennedy, Susan Adler, and David Lambert served to focus 
attention on core issues and provided meaningful solidarity by 
underscoring the peculiar diffi culties of teaching this subject 
well. The intersect of values, skills, and content education in the 
Social Studies made the questions addressed in this symposium 
of great consequence and relevance to the goal of educating 
independently thinking citizens for a global, knowledge society. 
The Social Studies Symposium provided one of those rare 
contexts where educational philosophy, praxis, and policy could 
infl uence each other through academic discourse. 

Social Studies 
Symposium

17 March 2003

By Dr Michael Pucci
Humanities & Social Studies 

Education

(1) Workshop on Cognitive Coaching 13 & 14 March

(2) Seminars - Developing the Program   19 March
 Portfolio in Teacher Education by Professor 
 Susan Adler & A Journey into the Assessment Jungle 
 by Professor David Lambert

(3) New Universities, New Pedagogies and  9 April
 New Knowledges

(4) National Education Seminar 12-14, 16 May

2 to 4 June 2003

By Public & International Relations 

NIE will be organising the Asia Pacifi c Conference on Education 
between 2 and 4 June 2003 on its campus. This conference seeks 

to create an exceptional opportunity for sharing and learning amongst 
educators and researchers in the region and the world.

With its theme of Re-envisioning Education: Innovation and Diversity, it 
comprises the following strands:

• Multiple Intelligences, Creativity and Thinking
• Gifted/Talented Education
• Special Needs Education
• Early Childhood Education
• Arts Education
• Science and Mathematics Education
• Classroom Innovation
• Affective Education
• IT and e-Learning
• Innovative Leadership

For more information, please refer to the conference’s website at http:
//eduweb.nie.edu.sg/apace/ or email the Conference Secretariat at 
think@nie.edu.sg.

Asia Pacifi c 
Conference 
on Education
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Newly appointed Dean of NIE’s Centre for Research in 
Pedadgogy & Practice (CRPP), Professor Allan Luke, will 

give a talk on  “New Universities, New Pedagogies, and New 
Knowledges” on 9 April 2003, NIE’s Lecture Theatre, 10.00am 
to 12.30pm.  

Organised by the Centre for Educational Development, Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU) and the Offi ce of the Dean 
(Academic), NIE in conjunction with the NTU-NIE Teacher of 
the Year Awards 2003, this seminar will see a change in format 
from micro details of teaching to the macro-environment which 
determines why and how we teach. 

This seminar will challenge you to think about the cross-
currents that are sweeping through universities everywhere, 
and thus affecting the way we teach, how students learn and 
how universities survive in the brave new world of inexorable 
technological and cultural change. This challenge will be 
delivered paradoxically as a “modest proposal” by Professor 
Luke. 

Following the talk, a panel of three discussants will give 
comments based on their perspective of teaching gained from 
their own experiences. The panelists who are all distinguished in 
teaching are :

Associate Professor Edna Reid  (Nanyang Business School)
Associate Professor Lee Yong Tsui (Mechanical and Production 
 Engineering, NTU)
Associate Professor Janette Ring  (Instructional Science, NIE)

Chairing the panel discussion will be Professor Koh Tai Ann, 
Dean (Academic), NIE. 
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New Universities, 
New Pedagogies and 
New Knowledges

Abstract of the Talk by Professor Allan Luke
The move to focus on university teaching quality began over 
two decades ago, with talk of student-centred learning, 
new technologies and alternative delivery modes. Following 
mainstream educational research, the holy grail of that 
movement has been a search for the “right way” to teach. In 
many universities, North, South, East and West, the move was 
viewed sceptically, especially given the continuing  promotional 
emphasis on research and scholarship and simultaneous 
cutbacks in teaching support.

At the time, few of us would have envisioned that “the 
University” was in the midst of a fundamental transformation 
in its historical role, purpose and governance in relation to 
new economies, new cultures, and new student bodies. In 
these brief comments, Professor Luke will discuss the shifting 
historical roles of the university, the impact of globalization 
and technology on new student knowledge and approaches to 
learning. He will then propose a “hybrid” or blended approach 
to university teaching that brings together traditional and new 
pedagogies, residual and emergent knowledge and skills. 

9 APRIL 2003


