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International Links

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
University of Pennsylvania

UNITED KINGDOM
• Institute of Education,

University of London
• National College

for School Leadership
• University of Exeter
• University of Plymouth

CANADA
University of Toronto

endeavours to pursue tie-ups with
reputable local and international

educational and commercial organisations
with the objective of cultivating mutually
beneficial partnerships. With 21 memoranda of
understanding and agreements, the Institute’s
repertoire of associations spans the globe.

The Institute’s recent collaborative links with the
Abu Dhabi Educational Zone, Beijing Normal
University, University of London and Vietnam
National University will pave the way for
further exchanges of intellectual knowledge
between its personnel and overseas counterparts.
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VIETNAM
Vietnam National University

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES
Abu Dhabi
Educational Zone

SWEDEN
Jonkoping
University

SINGAPORE
• Pacific Prince International

Pte Ltd (above)
• Agro-Innovation (S) Pte Ltd
• Easton International Pte Ltd
• Ednovation Pte Ltd
• Island Horti-Tech Holdings

Pte Ltd
• Singapore Sports Council

NEW ZEALAND
Massey University

MALAYSIA
Consolidated Plantations
Berhad

HONG KONG / CHINA
• Beijing Normal University (left)
• East China Normal University
• Hong Kong Institute

of Education

AUSTRALIA
University of Melbourne

MOUs Around the World
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Abu Dhabi Students
Receive English
Language Training

n October 2004, NIE welcomed

13 students from Abu Dhabi  for

a nine-month course in English,

taught by English Language &

Literature lecturers. The customised

Foundation Course in English,

which took into account the

students’ language background

and eventual learning outcomes,

seeks to improve their language

proficiency with the aim of

preparing them for NIE’s degree

programmes in July 2005. This

collaboration is yet another

example of the positive outcome

from the Memorandum of

Understanding that NIE has with

the Abu Dhabi authorities.

I
NIE’s Knowledge Horizon was engaged
by the Abu Dhabi and Al Ain Educational
Zones to conduct a training needs
assessment of their school teachers,
principals and supervisors, following its
feasibility study on the establishment
of a teacher training institute in Abu
Dhabi. The UAE’s Vision 2020 education
reform document envisages a school
system which will produce graduates with
the knowledge and skills to contribute to
a knowledge-based economy and the NIE
archetype for teacher preparation was
identified by Abu Dhabi authorities as
a leading model on which to base their
institute. The consultant team, comprising
Prof S Gopinathan (Vice Dean, Centre
for Research in Pedagogy & Practice)
and Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim (Policy &

NIE’s Leadership Work Goes International
By Assoc Prof Ken Stott, Associate Dean,
Leadership Programmes

NIE Assesses
Needs of

UAE Principals
& Teachers

By Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim,
Policy & Leadership Studies

Leadership Studies), surveyed and
interviewed 292 teachers, 168 principals
and 124 supervisors from both educational
zones over an eight-day period in June
2004 to determine their needs. Based on
the survey results, NIE is developing
proposals for appropriate and relevant
professional development courses to
be introduced from 2005 to 2007 and
for full-time programmes which will be
launched when the new campus is
ready in 2007.

or the month of August, NIE had a
distinctively Middle East flavour, as

15 senior educators from the UAE took
part in an international leadership
programme run by NIE. Based on
the successful Leaders in Education
Programme (LEP) brand, the Singapore
Leadership Programme for Abu Dhabi gave
the group of principals and vice principals
a taste of why Singapore is winning
acclaim for its school leadership. The
participants, comprising 10 men and
five women, took part in seminars,
attachments to school principals, school
visits and syndicate meetings. They
were constantly inspired by the way
many local schools are led by former LEP
participants and they acquired many
ideas to pack in their bags for the
return trip.

Designed and administered for the first
time by a team of NIE staff and school
principals, all former LEP graduates, this
initiative created a perfect blend of
state-of-the-art thinking about leadership
and a strong practitioner perspective.

NIE Director Prof Leo Tan receiving an appreciation plaque from

His Excellency Asim Mirza Alrahman, Charges d’Affaires, Embassy

of the UAE

(From left) Dr Tayssir Al-Raddawi (Education Planning
Advisor, ADEZ), Ms Pauline Greaves (Education Planning
Advisor), Prof S Gopinathan (NIE), Mr Mohammed S M
Al-Dhahiri  (Director, ADEZ), Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim
(NIE), Mr Anuar Oda (English Supervisor, ADEZ) &
Mr Abdullah Brek (Arabic Supervisor, ADEZ)

The programme, which formed part
of NIE’s expanding contribution to
innovation and educational development
in Abu Dhabi, also had its l ighter
moments as the visitors danced excitedly
in the occasional rain showers, an all-
too-infrequent occurrence in the Emirates.

UAE’s Charges d’Affaires Asim Mirza
Alrahmah presented the certificates on 27
August 2004 to the participants and a
round of photographs marked the end of
an exhausting month and the start of new
friendships.

ll
b

In the April 2004 issue of NIE News, we shared with you that a
Memorandum of Understanding was signed between NIE and Abu Dhabi
Educational Zone (ADEZ), United Arab Emirates (UAE). As a result of this
partnership, a succession of events has taken place abroad and at home.

F
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Singapore Leadership Programme for Abu Dhabi course participants with NIE lecturers & tutors

International Links
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s part of the collaboration
agreement between NIE and Abu

Dhabi Educational Zone, six NIE
academics conducted the Beginning
Teachers’ Induction Course (BTIC) for
the Abu Dhabi and Al Ain Educational
Zones between 31 July and 25 August
2004. The five-day course, involving
about 90 participants in each place, was
targeted at UAE university graduates
selected to enter the teaching
profession starting September 2004.

The BTIC comprised three modules:
Social Context of Teaching and
Learning, Pupil Development and the
Learning Process and Key Skills for
Teaching and Classroom Management.
This was knowledge which the trainers
considered essential for beginning
teachers as they embarked on their
teaching careers.

The first module was taught by Assoc
Prof Lachlan Crawford and Assoc Prof
Leslie Sharpe (formerly of Policy &
Leadership Studies).

The second module was conducted by
Asst Prof Isabella Wong (Psychological
Studies) and Mdm Thana Thaver (Early
Childhood & Special Needs Education)
while the third was taught by Assoc Prof
Angela Wong (Associate Dean,
Practicum & School Matters) and Asst

A Prof Quek Choon Lang (Learning
Sciences & Technologies).

The overall experience was very
enriching and educational for NIE
staff, as this was the first time they
had to teach to a non-English speaking
audience of beginning teachers.
Additional assistance was provided
during lectures by an effectively
bilingual interpreter, supplemented
by  Arabic-language handbooks and
presentation materials. Local tutors,
mostly experienced teachers, were
on hand to help facilitate the tutorial
discussions. NIE staff found that the
participants were motivated and
eager to learn. They readily asked
questions, interacted actively in the
group discussions and wanted examples
of how theories could be applied in the
classroom. They had concerns related
to school posting, prospective student
behaviour and classroom management
issues, somewhat similar to those
expressed by NIE’s trainee teachers.

Preliminary module and programme
evaluation showed that the BTIC was
well received by both administrators and
participants. If any NIE staff is interested
in teaching in Abu Dhabi, expanding
horizons and filling up on dates (the fruit
variety), please contact Prof S Gopinathan
via email: gopis@nie.edu.sg.

Do you want a date?

Historic fort at Al Ain museum

All hands on task, designing
effective lessons

N
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Members of the team with Ms Pauline Greaves, Education Planning

Advisor, ADEZ (left)
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Abu Dhabi city centre

International Links
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n overseas trip to Toowoomba,
Australia was organised for nine

Diploma in Departmental Management
(DDM) participants and one vice
principal in March 2004 to visit schools
and attend workshops and dialogue
sessions. In one week, the participants
acquired many new and invigorating
ideas which they intend to adapt and
implement in Singapore’s education
system.

The group was introduced to Innovative
Designs for Enhancing Achievements in
Schools (IDEAS), a developmental project

International Links

of the Leadership Research Institute,
University of Southern Queensland
and the Learning and Development
Foundation, Education Queensland. Prof
Frank Crowther, the IDEAS Core Team
leader and his members, shared with the
participants on IDEAS being a process
of positioning schools for the future,
enhancing learning outcomes by valuing
the work of teachers and enabling
alignment between the work of teachers
and student achievement.

The group’s meeting with Mayor Councillor
Diane Thorley provided a central focus

A

By Asst Prof Wee Bee Geok,
English Language & Literature

ELL Hosts Thai Academics from
King Mongkut’s University of Technology,
Thonburi

he English Language & Literature (ELL) Academic Group
welcomed Dr Pornapit Darasawang (Deputy Dean,

Academic Affairs and International Relations) and Ms Suvalee
Chinkamthornwong (Head of Department, Applied Linguistics)
and her staff to NIE on 25 August 2004. Graduate Programmes
Coordinator Asst Prof Christine Goh gave a briefing on the five
postgraduate programmes currently being offered and answered
many questions from the visitors. After touring the Library &
Information Services Centre and one of ELL’s ICT laboratories, the
delegation was hosted to a tea reception by Assoc Prof Lubna
Alsagoff (Head, ELL) and staff teaching on the Master of Arts in
Applied Linguistics programme. This mutually enriching visit has
not only fostered closer ties with fellow academics but serves as a
testimony to NIE’s excellent reputation in the regional arena.

Assoc Prof Alsagoff
(right) receiving a
souvenir from Ms

Chinkamthornwong

on outcomes. Her warmth and joy in
connecting to ‘at-risk’ youths as well as
her caring and active engagement with
the community-at-large highlighted the
importance of participative management.
In the words of Ms Catherine O’Sullivan,
Education Queensland Executive Director
of Schools, Toowoomba District, “Such
has been the cross fertilisation of ideas
that a group of 15 of our principals will
visit Singapore in July” (The Chronicle).
Having met these principals in July 2004,
the DDM participants’ desire for strong
ties and professional exchanges between
educators had been fostered.

A math lesson in a
one-teacher school

Mr Alan Jarrott (right), Principal of Toowoomba
East State School & his family

T

By Ms Becky Neo,
Head of Gifted Education Programme,
Tao Nan School
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International Links

ince 2002, 12 groups of trainee
teachers, numbering close to 300,

have participated earnestly in various
Singapore International Foundation-
organised service-learning projects in
China, India, Myanmar, Thailand and
Vietnam. With inspiration born of such
active overseas engagement, the NIE
Service Learning Club (SLC) was formed
in August 2003 by trainee teachers to
promote service learning as a rewarding
co-curricular activity. Current local SLC
projects include Peer Leadership and
Understanding through Service Learning,
a programme empowering school
students to pursue meaningful service-
learning projects; ASEAN Stories Project

which seeks to collect and disseminate
traditional children’s stories from ASEAN
countries, India and China to kids in these
countries; and Together We Conquer,
a bid to engage kids in developing
confidence and leadership skills through
outdoor activities.

Yet another platform to involve 14 groups
of trainee teachers in service learning is
the Group Endeavours in Service
Learning (GESL), officially phased into the
Postgraduate Diploma in Education
(Primary) programme from July 2004.
Those on other initial teacher preparation
programmes will be involved in GESL

Trainee Teachers
Embark on

Service-Learning
Endeavours

from July 2005. GESL is designed to
provide trainee teachers an opportunity
to conduct service-learning projects
independently with a community or
organisation from which mutual benefits
can be realised. Facilitated and assessed
by academic staff, GESL groups are
required to meet specific needs of the
party they are engaged with and in
the process, derive learning from the
community, processes involved, group
interaction and themselves. In addition
to equipping trainee teachers with project,
group, diversity and conflict management
skills, GESL also allows them to be
acquainted with the Ministry of
Education’s general framework of project
work in Singapore schools.

With the introduction of GESL in teacher
preparation programmes, NIE comes
closer to its aim of producing education
professionals who are not only pedagogically
and academically sound but are team
players with a heart to serve others. The
overall education experience in NIE will
also hone trainee teachers for effective
leadership in the service of learners.

S

  nternational service-learning projects like the Youth Expedition Projects, funded by
  the Singapore International Foundation, are organised by NIE trainee teachers and
give them the opportunity to be heart-driven, adaptable and tough in spirit.

In Surin, Thailand, the trainee teachers worked alongside a local non-government
organisation to make a community forest more attractive to villagers by designing and
making educational signage that communicated the forest’s ecological, cultural,
historical and economic worth. They also helped erect a water tank that would bring
water to the village.

Captive audiences: Sometimes, it’s the

trainee teachers who are captive,

sometimes, it’s the kids! The learning

is mutual!

NIE trainee teachers are well appreciated for sharing
approaches to teaching English with teachers in Myanmar.
While the trainee teachers are on service-learning projects
overseas, they have many opportunities to learn more
about another culture, share about their culture and
celebrate diversity. They learn to appreciate each other
more while working with peoples of other cultures.

A trainee teacher sharing IT knowledge and skills

with a group of teachers in a school in East Sikkim.

Trainee teachers had raised funds to bring a laptop,

LCD projector and digital camera to the school.

I
International Service-Learning Projects

NIE news OCTOBER 2004
7

Kids from a local school in Sikkim impresstrainee teacher Aidil with their passion forsinging!

By Asst Prof Alan Ch’ng, Associate Dean,
Physical Education & Foundation
Programmes Special Programmes

Team bonding activities during orientation

By Assoc Prof Vilma D’Rozario,
Sub Dean, Counselling & Development
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total of 2,250 newly qualified
teachers received their diplomas at

the NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony on
12 and 13 August 2004. Held at the
Singapore Indoor Stadium, the ceremony
was also an occasion to welcome these
graduands to the teaching fraternity.

In his address, Guest-of-Honour Education
Minister Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam
(left) announced an MOE-NIE collaboration
on introducing a set of professional
development continuum models for
teachers, effective from 2005.

Ready to Serve

At the ceremony, the National Youth
Council’s Outstanding Youth in Education
Awards (OYEA) were presented to Mr
Stewart Teng, St Hilda’s Primary School,
Mdm Sharida Binte Batcha Sahib,
Tampines Primary School and Miss Lena
Soh, North View Secondary School.
Besides honouring the achievements of
deserving young educators, the OYEA
serves to inspire youths to be teachers
and excellent role models for the younger
generation.

wo students stole the “honours” for
the Physical Education & Sports

Science Academic Group at the Teachers’
Investiture Ceremony on 12 and 13
August 2004. Besides their first class
Bachelor of Science with Diploma in
Education (Physical Education (PE))
qualifications, Ms Cai Shu Juan and Mr
Anthony Leow were also recipients of key
academic prizes. Shu Juan earned the
Singapore Sports Council Gold Medal for
best PE trainee teacher while the Lee Kuan
Yew Gold Medal and Singapore National
Olympic Council Gold Medal for best PE
trainee teacher were awarded to Anthony.

These young teacher-academics each
investigated an issue of local and
international significance. In the exercise
physiology laboratory, Shu Juan provided
an assessment instrument measuring
perceived physical effort by local Trim and
Fit club members after substantiating
the validity of an exertion measuring
scale with obese male adolescents. By
identifying a Singapore school teacher’s
innovative approach in teaching games

based on the national PE syllabus,
Anthony was able to generate key
suggestions for best practice for teachers
and teacher educators. With support
from the Ministry of Education and Lee
Foundation, he presented his findings
at the 2004 pre-Olympic scientific
conference in Thessaloniki, Greece.

Dissertation supervisors of Shu Juan
and Anthony attributed both successes
to exemplar work ethics and their
ability to think beyond usual
limits in resolving methodological
and logistic issues in their research.
Insofar as hard work and making
good chances that were given
accounted for their accomplishments,
“counselling”, “support and guidance”
from dear ones made the difference
in stressful times and lonely
all-nighters. They also
acknowledged parental
sacrifice in allowing

them to take up their places at NIE and
following through into the fifth-year
honours programme.

Shu Juan and Anthony have assumed their
school appointments and are ideally
placed to practise their knowledge
and skills as PE teachers. Both have
aspirations for further studies.

.

Teachers’
Investiture
Ceremony

August
2004

A

PE Teachers Attain Firsts
T

By Public & International Relations
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Mr Anthony Leow & Ms Cai Shu Juan, recipients of key academic prizes

By Assoc Prof Joan Fry,
Physical Education & Sports Science
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Trainee Teacher Honoured with
Prestigious President’s Award
NIE is honoured that second year
Bachelor of Science (Education) trainee
teacher Ms Goh Siew Hong was a
recipient of the President’s Award for
Teachers (PAT) 2004. This prestigious
award is presented annually on Teachers’
Day to teachers who are deemed to be
models of commitment to continual
learning and enterprise. They are those
who, through word and deed, inspire both
their students and peers. Together with
four other primary and secondary school
teachers, 30-year old Siew Hong received
her award on 1 September 2004 from
Singapore President S R Nathan at the
Istana (below).

Upon completion of her Diploma in
Education in 1996, Siew Hong was posted
for two years to teach at Yio Chu Kang
Primary School. She subsequently spent

the next six years in Admiralty
Primary School, first as a teacher

and then as Subject Head
for National Education and

Social Studies. Prior to

embarking on the degree programme
at NIE in July 2004, she was Head of
Department for Citizenship. Her decision
to enrol in the programme, specialising in
Biology, is testimony of her commitment
towards lifelong learning and professional
development.

So what won Siew Hong the honours?
In her own words, “I believe that I had
the ability to touch the hearts of many
of my pupils and fellow colleagues. My
greatest achievement in teaching is to
have played a critical role in the
transformation of both the attitude
and view of my students. With my
constant guidance and by providing
ample opportunities for them, my pupils
have discovered their strengths and have
developed them to the fullest.” When
asked for her advice to fellow aspirants
of the award, Siew Hong adds with a
chuckle, “Just make sure that you make a
lot of time and create opportunities to
interact with your pupils beyond the
confines of the classroom.”

Public Administration Medal (Silver)

Prof Lee Sing Kong
Dean
Graduate Programmes & Research

Public Administration Medal (Bronze)

Assoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khoh
Associate Dean
Curriculum & Foundation Programmes Planning

Mdm Zoe Boon
Teaching Fellow
Policy & Leadership Studies

Awards & Honours

By Asst Prof Low Ee Ling
Sub Dean, Degree Programmes

Efficiency Medal

Mrs Angela Lim-Ang
Senior Technical Executive
Natural Sciences & Science Education

Long Service Medal

Mdm Lee Puay Huang
Trainer
Special Training Programme

Mdm Lim Geok Choo
Trainer
Special Training Programme

Miss Tan Ah Hong
Teaching Fellow
Asian Languages & Cultures

Mr William Oh
Technical Support Executive
Centre for IT in Education

Mr Harry Wu
Senior Driver
Director’s Office

National Day Awards
Service to the nation is acknowledged annually by the conferment of Singapore National Day Awards. Among the 3,414 recipients this year, NIE congratulates

the following staff on being awarded National Day Honours by the President of Singapore:

NIE news OCTOBER 2004
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Proud PAT recipient, Ms Goh Siew Hong, seen here with Prof Lee
Sing Kong, Dean of Graduate Programmes & Research
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NIE News spoke with Ms Fiona Ong
Po Keng, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) and
Mr Muhamad Zaki Bin Jalil, Bachelor
of Arts (Education), two recent first class
honours graduates, about their love for
teaching.

NIE News: Why did you choose the
teaching profession?

Fiona: Teaching to me is more than a
profession. It is a vocation. I experienced
it when I was in my final year at Temasek
Junior College. I tutored a canteen
stallholder’s son, a Primary Three student
who could neither add nor subtract
and his reading was at best rudimentary.
You could say that he started my mission
in life ie creating a better life for others.
A good education provides more
opportunities and choices. All children
have dreams to be ‘a somebody’ and
I believe that as a teacher, I can help a
child realise that dream to be who he
wants to be.

Zaki: In the words of Marcus Tullius
Cicero, “What greater or better gift can
we offer the republic than to teach and

instruct our youth?”. I see the joy in
teaching and hope to be able to mould
the future of the nation.

NIE News: Share with us at least
one NIE lecturer who has made a
difference in your life.

Fiona: I  have had the privilege of
meeting many lecturers who helped me
become the teacher I am today. However,
I would like to give special mention of the
following staff.

Assoc Prof Lubna Alsagoff (Head, English
Language & Literature) has shown me
that life is more than academic excellence.
It is very important to be a happy and good
teacher than a perfect, but disgruntled
one. In the classroom, I try to balance my
students’ character development and well-
being with their academic achievements.
It is pointless for the students to achieve
straight As if they do not enjoy learning.
Asst Prof Low Ee Ling (Sub Dean, Degree
Programmes) has been a pillar of strength
and source of encouragement for me. She
is not only a great teacher in terms of
imparting knowledge, but by respecting

and treating us (her students) as peers,
she has given us the confidence to be
good teachers. I remember that Asst Prof
Low included me in her project
discussions on research methodologies.
By entrusting the project’s responsibilities
to me, Asst Prof Low helped to build my
confidence as a student in the academic
field.

Last but not least is Assoc Prof David
Deterding (English Language & Literature).
He is certainly a model teacher. He has
made me realise that it does not take a
genius to be a good teacher, but rather
one who is able to ignite the passion for
learning. This is how Assoc Prof Deterding
has changed my life and attitude to
studies. I can truly say that my academic
achievement is a  testimony of his
motivation and inspiration.

Zaki: I must say that there are many
inspirational lecturers who have made a
difference in my life. I am indeed honoured
to know them.

Mr Teh Tiong Sa (Humanities & Social
Sciences Education) has acquainted me

By Public & International Relations

Fiona
 with Gr
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with the experts in the field so that I
can learn from them. Mr Teh is a source
of wisdom and I have gained much
knowledge by being involved in his
projects.

Assoc Prof Kalyani Chatterjea (Humanities
& Social Sciences Education) has also
created opportunities for me to be part
of her project team. I have benefited
tremendously from her passion for
geomorphology and willingness to share
her vast knowledge and expertise.

Assoc Prof Vilma D’Rozario (Sub Dean,
Counselling & Development) guided
me untiring in the conservation activities.
Her dedication to the cause of nature
and conservation has been a great
inspiration to me and my Butterfly Garden
teammates.

Mr Azhar Bin Ibrahim (Asian Languages
& Cultures) has never failed to enlighten
me on panoramic views and perspectives,
be it historical or sociological. His inputs are
imperative in having deeper insights and
more coherent formulation of concepts
and ideas.

NIE News: What are the many
challenges you encounter as a
teacher? How do you overcome
them?

Fiona: The main challenge is to balance
work and family life. It is definitely
not easy trying to be the ideal mother to
my son and three daughters, who are
now 13, eight, five and three years old.
The ultimate strength to overcome any
challenge is my strong family unit.

The other great challenge which
I constantly face is time management.
I honestly could not say how I managed
to do well in my studies when I could never
find enough time to do readings or
assignments during the semester.
Nevertheless, I was always attentive in
class and understood what was taught.
The secret to conquer the time factor
is to prioritise your tasks and do them

right the first time round. Having great
lecturers who teach excellently by
inculcating good understanding of
subject fundamentals also helped
immensely.

Zaki: There are just too many challenges.
Whenever I manage to settle one
problem, a few new ones come along.
But when I overcome one, I feel the
wonderful sense of accomplishment. Most
importantly, I have learnt that the best way
to overcome these challenges is to be
modest and learn from the more
senior teachers. They have a wealth of
experience that would be foolish for
new teachers not to tap on.

NIE News: Any words of advice for
aspiring teachers?

Fiona: The child’s life is in your hands.
When you see your students blossom to

be persons of true worth, you feel the
pride and joy knowing that you have
made that difference in their life. There
will be countless challenges ahead
and there will be times when you feel
disheartened and discouraged. You may
even question yourself about the choice
you have made to enter the teaching
profession. Take heart and remember why
you  chose to be a teacher. If you have
truly heard and responded to the calling,
then you will find the strength and
teach from your heart.

Zaki: I totally agree with Thomas Edison
when he said that if we just do the things
we are capable of, we will be astounding
ourselves. Many times, we give reasons
to ourselves for not doing things that we
really want to because we are afraid
of making mistakes. I believe that the
courage to be fallible separates the good
teachers from the mediocre ones.

 & Zaki
raduands,

NIE news OCTOBER 2004
11



NIE news OCTOBER 2004
12

EMPOWERING LEARNING:
BECOMING A STRATEGIC LEARNER
Authored by Assoc Prof Myint Swe Khine,
Learning Sciences & Technologies •
Dr Yeap Lay Leng
144 pages, ISBN 007-124047-0
S$25.00, available from NIE Campus
Book Centre

School success and failure have been
explained in terms of conventional wisdom
associated with Intelligence Quotient,
socioeconomic background and family
support. However, school achievement
as a result of students’ desire to learn
(motivation), how they are encultured,
their self-image as successful learners

TEACHING PRIMARY SCIENCE
Edited by Assoc Prof Yap Kueh Chin,
Assoc Prof Goh Ngoh Khang,
Assoc Prof Toh Kok Aun, Natural
Sciences & Science Education •
Mr Bak Heng Kin
356 pages, ISBN 981-244-641-9
S$28.90, available from NIE Campus
Book Centre

Helping primary teachers to teach primary
science is an important task best left
to experienced and knowledgeable science
educators. Based on their own vast
experience and expertise, the authors have
helped to ensure that the training
and education of primary science teachers
continue to be relevant. Primary science
teachers will find this book helpful in
conceptualising various aspects of their
own classroom
practices.

Book Launches

(self-esteem) and competencies in using
study skil ls (cognitive strategies) is
becoming increasingly apparent.

This book outlines various ways of
empowering learning in a quest to
become and remain a lifelong learner. These
include the essentials for empowering
learning, understanding learning style
constructs, cognitive profil ing and
matching, different learning styles, helping
learners link and remember information by
using cognitive organisers as well as the role
of motivation.

This book
• Introduces learner analysis and

learning diversity;
• Details learning style constructs

and related educational issues;
• Describes cognitive profiling, matching

and its implications;
• Offers strategic applications in linking

and remembering information; and
• Explains how to put the motivation

theory into practice.

Useful to both teacher and learner, this book
can be used again and again at any level of
education and in any training setting.

THE PHYSIOLOGY OF TROPICAL ORCHIDS IN RELATION TO THE INDUSTRY
Authored by Asst Prof Jean Yong, Natural Sciences & Science Education
• Prof Hew Choy Sin, Department of Biological Sciences,
National University of Singapore (NUS)
370 pages, ISBN 981-238-801-X
US$96.00, available from NUS Library & bookstores, www.amazon.com, www.wspc.com,
Nature Niche, NIE Library

Over the past 10 years, the orchid industry has been growing at a steady pace in South East
Asia and East Asia. In some Asian countries, orchids have become an essential export item.
To maintain this progress, there is an urgent need for a book, relevant to this region’s orchid
growers, to improve their cultivation and management skills and guide new students in
understanding orchid physiology. This book provides a comprehensive account of tropical
orchid physiology suitable for use by commercial growers, research workers and graduate
students. An integrated and unifying theme of tropical orchid physiology, with clearly written
factual text and accompanying illustrations, is presented over nine chapters. Each chapter
provides comprehensive and up-to-date information on an aspect of orchid physiology.
This book complements the existing scientific literature to improve orchid cultivation and set
new research agenda, especially in the tropics.
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EDUCATING LEARNERS WITH DIVERSE
ABILITIES
Authored by Assoc Prof Levan Lim, Early
Childhood & Special Needs Education
• Dr Marilyn Quah
369 pages,  ISBN 007-123367-9
S$39.95, available from NIE Campus Book
Centre

Educating Learners with Diverse Abilities
reflects the ethos of Singapore’s current
ability-driven approach to education. In this
new educational paradigm, the focus is on
nurturing and supporting the diverse
abilities and needs of individual learners so
that their potential to contribute to their
own lives and society can be maximised.
This book is the first in Singapore aimed
at introducing teachers to a better working
relationship with special needs students
by focusing on their abilities. The emphasis
is on providing learning opportunities and
appropriate teachinginstructions within
mainstream class and school communities.

Written by a team of contributors with
expertise and knowledge related to the
local context, Educating Learners with
Diverse Abilities contains information and
resources grounded in international
literature as well. In addition to its specific
use for teachers in education, this book is
of relevance to professionals in psychology,
sociology and disability studies disciplines.
Those in physical, speech, occupational
therapy and disability services may also find
its contents applicable in their fields.

ENGLISH IN SINGAPORE:
AN INTRODUCTION
Authored by Asst Prof Low Ee Ling
& Assoc Prof Adam Brown, English
Language & Literature
243 pages, ISBN 007-123975-8
S$25.20, available from NIE Campus Book
Centre & all major bookshops in
Singapore

English in Singapore: An Introduction gives
a broad overview of the history, status and
features of New English. It briefly describes
the position of New Englishes within the
range of English-speaking countries around
the world, before outlining the historical
advent and spread of English in Singapore.
The present-day status of Singapore English
and various analytical frameworks proposed
for describing it are examined, including the
fact that most Singaporeans are at least
bilingual in English and other language(s).
An exploration of the types of judgement
that speakers hold about language is
made before embarking on a systematic
description of features of Singapore English.
The features of vocabulary, grammar, and
pronunciation, both segmental (vowels and
consonants) and suprasegmental (stress,
rhythm and intonation) are recapped in
an analysis of a scene from the musical
Beauty World which investigates the use of
Singapore English in creative literature. The
final chapter considers the implications that
Singapore English has for Singaporean
teachers.

The book serves as an introduction
to Singapore English by covering all major
aspects and incorporates research results
carried out over the last two decades.
It can be used as a coursebook as it
contains several exercises allowing readers
to investigate their own use of English.
It will also be important reading for
researchers, teachers and students in
Singapore as well as anyone interested
in the development and characteristics of
this New variety of English.

MANAGING
PROJECT WORK IN SCHOOLS:
ISSUES & INNOVATIVE PRACTICES
Edited by Asst Prof Ho Boon Tiong,
Natural Sciences & Science Education
• Ms Jo-Ann Netto-Shek, English
Language & Literature • Assoc Prof Agnes
Chang, Psychological Studies
264 pages, ISBN 981-244-733-4
S$25.00, available from NIE Campus Book
Centre & Pearson Education

What constitutes a meaningful project?
How can teachers adequately and
appropriately set up projects to ensure
successful learning experiences for
their students? How can teachers coach
project work effectively? How can we
assess projects fairly? This book attempts
to address some of these pertinent
questions by identifying, discussing and
providing educationally productive
solutions from both theory and school-
based practices. Issues dealing with the
implementation of project work, maximising
it for indepth and inspired student learning
and appropriate assessment are discussed
and written by both researchers and
practitioners from schools. If answers are
needed to manage school project work,
this book will provide insights to these
critical issues.

With recent modifications made to project
work, schools have no doubt made great
strides in innovatively implementing it.
Opportunities for new ways of student
learning and thinking about subject matter
through project work are endless and
this book may provide an impetus and a
platform for further dialogue.

HOW CHINESE LEARN MATHEMATICS:
PERSPECTIVES FROM INSIDERS
Edited by Asst Prof Fan Lianghuo, Mathematics &
Mathematics Education • Prof Wong Ngai-Ying,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
• Prof Cai Jinfa, The University of Delaware
• Prof Li Shiqi, East China Normal University
574 pages, ISBN 981-256-014-9
US$88.00, available from World Scientific Publishers

With contributions from more than 30 international
researchers in the USA, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore and Sweden, the book represents a
concerted research effort in mathematics education of
Chinese learners. As the first of its kind internationally, it aims to
provide readers a comprehensive and updated picture of teaching
and learning of mathematics concerning Chinese students from
various perspectives. These include ways in which Chinese students
learn mathematics in classrooms, schools and homes, their strengths

and weaknesses as well as cultural and social
influences on their learning.

The book also explores the implications of mathematics
education and offers sound suggestions for reform and improvement.
It is of great relevance to those interested in the teaching and
learning of Chinese learners, comparative studies of mathematics
teaching and learning across cultures.
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Conferences & Seminars

eachers and educational researchers from 19 countries gathered
at Singapore’s Carlton Hotel from 21 to 25 June 2004 for the

International Association for the Study of Cooperation in Education
(IASCE) 2004 Conference. The occasion was graced by Mr Hawazi
Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education and Manpower.

Co-hosted by IASCE and NIE with sponsorship from the American
Embassy, Singapore Tourism Board and the Lee Foundation, the
conference was held in Asia for the first time. IASCE, now in its
25th year, was established as the sole international, non-profit
organisation in support of cooperative learning researchers and
practitioners.

Two keynote addresses entitled Collaborative Contexts for
Creativity and Innovation and Begin with the Teacher: Focusing
Professional Development on Teacher Learning for Cooperative
Learning were delivered by the IASCE Executive Board’s two
co-presidents Prof Lynda Baloche and Prof Celeste Brody
respectively. Other keynotes were by Assoc Prof Kirpal Singh on
Asian Views on Cooperation and Collaboration and Dr Spencer
Kagan’s Our Diversity is Our Strength.

Conference participants benefited from more than 100
presentations comprising research papers, panel and roundtable
discussions, poster- and experiential-sessions delivered by
educationists from Denmark, Mexico, the United Arab Emirates,
East Asia, Australasian and ASEAN nations.

International Association for the Study of Cooperation
in Education 2004 Conference:
Collaborating Across Borders

T

Mr Kenneth Lim,
Humanities & Social Studies Education

hirteen Mathematics & Mathematics
Education (MME) academic staff

and two doctorate students were among
the 2,200 educators and researchers
who attended the 10th International
Congress on Mathematical Education
(ICME) Conference, held from 4 to
11 July 2004 in Copenhagen, Denmark.
The conference showcased the latest
developments in mathematics education

10th International Congress on
Mathematical Education

By Ms Ng Luan Eng,
Mathematics & Mathematics Education

T worldwide, in terms of research, teaching
practices, curriculum reforms and
assessment, with examples from recent
advances in mathematics.

The conference catered to diverse
interests and needs of participants
through plenary lectures, regular lectures,
topic study groups, discussion groups,
workshops, thematic afternoons and

poster exhibitions. MME academics shared
their expertise and research findings at
these different platforms. A summary of
their contributions can be located at
ht tp : / /math .n ie .edu.sg /mathweb/
conf.htm and their full papers accessible
at http://www.icme-10.dk.

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the IASCE Mr Hawazi Daipi, flanked by Assoc Prof Christine Lee
(left), Chair of IASCE 2004 Local Organising
Committee, & Prof Lynda Baloche

... Having fun in groups
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he then Environment Minister Lim
Swee Say’s interest in the latest

advancement in Chinese computing for
education and its implications was
actualised during his visit to NIE’s Chinese
Language Learning Technologies Research
Laboratory on 12 July 2004. Accompanied
by Chinese Development Assistance
Council’s (CDAC) Education Committee
members, the CDAC Chairman and
recently appointed Minister (Prime
Minister’s Office) and Second Minister for
National Development was briefed on the
ways educators and students could exploit
digital technology to teach and learn
the Chinese language.

In the ensuing discussions, Assoc Prof
Chan Chiu Ming (Head, Asian Languages
& Cultures (ALC)) explained NIE’s role in
training new Chinese language teachers
while Prof Chew Cheng Hai (Centre
for Chinese Language & Culture, NTU)

emphasised the need to promote
Mandarin as a living language in schools.
ALC academics Asst Prof Chua Chee Lay
and Mr Lee Choin Lan presented their
latest research outcomes and newly
developed functions of digital power
tools. In addition to demonstrating a
computer’s ability to read Mandarin
aloud with text-to-speech technology,
they also presented some innovative
IT approaches to learn and teach the
language in an interesting and effective
way.

Minister Lim was impressed by the
creativity, relevance and effectiveness of
these advancements. He also cautioned
against overwhelming trainee teachers
and novice users with a myriad of digital
tools. He felt a starter kit would be useful
to motivate lower primary school students
to learn and speak the language coupled
with a progressive series of packages

to suit mature students with varying
learning needs. The Minister identified
the three key challenges of promoting
the learning of Mandarin as inducing
greater public interest in the language,
creating more opportunities for its usage
and boosting the confidence of learners.
He hoped that with the evolvement of
teaching and learning methods, acquiring
Mandarin for children would be a fun and
less frustrating experience. In this way,
a good start and positive encounter
would allow the young to overcome
their fear of learning the language, use
it more regularly and adopt a lifelong
commitment towards its proficiency.

The Minister appreciated the insightfulness
of the session and would be looking
forward to a collaborative journey
between NIE and CDAC. The event
concluded with a buffet lunch.

Minister Sees Technology Use
in Chinese Language
Teaching & Learning

By Asst Prof Chua Chee Lay,
Asian Languages & Cultures

T

Conferences & Seminars

Thinking Skills in Tamil Language
Teaching & Learning

T

Australian Computers
in Education Conference
2004

his Conference, with the theme
Research, Reform and Realise the

Potential, was held at the Adelaide
Convention Centre in Australia from
5 to 8 July 2004. Mathematics &
Mathematics Education Teaching
Fellow Ms Chua Kwee Gek (second
from left) discussed the vision, rationale,
goals and conceptual framework of
the two phases of the Information
Technology Masterplan in her paper
entitled Positioning Teachers for the
ICT Age: A Singapore Perspective.

T
By Asst Prof R Velmurugan,
Asian Languages & Cultures

he All India University Tamil
Teachers Association organised its

35th annual conference in collaboration
with the International Institute of Tamil
Studies in Chennai, Tamilnadu from 22 to
23 of May 2004. Attended by 400 reputed
scholars from Indian and overseas
universities, the Conference highlighted
the teaching and learning methods of
the Tamil language and literature.

In addition to chairing one of the
grammar sessions, Asst Prof R Velmurugan
(Asian Languages & Cultures) presented
his research paper entitled The Role of

Thinking Skills in Language Teaching and
Learning in the Classroom Situations.
The paper emphasised the importance of
integrating thinking skills into classroom
teaching of the Tamil language.
It explained the six levels of thinking
skills from the low level of knowledge and
comprehension questions, application and
analysis questions in the middle level
to synthesis and evaluation questions
in the high level. Asst Prof Velmurugan
also elaborated on how language
improvement and thinking skills could
be enhanced through questioning
techniques.

By Ms Ng Luan Eng,
Mathematics & Mathematics Education
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 Happenings

hildren enjoy fun activities that involve motor skills like
running, jumping and hopping. Yet, how much do we

know about the development of Singaporean pre-schoolers’ motor
proficiency? Beginning in March 2003, this study traces
the development of three-year old Singaporean children’s
fundamental motor skills from the Malay, Indian and Chinese
communities. Kindergartens were very keen to participate and
had to be carefully selected due to space constraints.

The McCarron Assessment of Neuromuscular Development (MAND,
1997) and Test of Gross Motor Development (TGMD2, Ulrich 2000)
will be used to assess the children’s motor performance.
Further, a randomly selected group of children from each
cohort will be videotaped. At the end of the
study, insightful information on the general
motor performance of 105 children, between
ages of three and five years, will be
available to all stakeholders in early childhood
education and teachers. The study will add
to the existing knowledge of young children’s
motor development based on longitudinal
investigations.

This study, involving the collaborative effort
of Asst Prof Karen Nonis (Early Childhood
& Special Needs Education), Assoc Prof Quek
Jin Jong (Dean, Academic) and Assoc Prof
Michael Chia (Physical Education & Sports
Science), is funded by NIE’s Academic
Research Fund.

By Asst Prof Karen Nonis,
Early Childhood & Special Needs Education

n 18 months, the Centre for Research in Pedagogy
& Practice (CRPP) has gone from a start-up entity

to the largest educational research centre on the
Pacific Rim. CRPP now has 42 research associates, eight
academic staff and 27 seconded staff from Academic
Groups. CRPP’s multidisciplinary and multinational
staff are working on 55 projects, ranging from a highly
successful drama intervention with community schools
to a project with teachers on mathematics assessment,
studies of the teaching of reading in primary school,
work with arts and technology in early childhood
and a research with teachers on project work in
science classrooms.

CRPP’s core research project - a comprehensive overview
of Singaporean students, teachers and classroom
practice - is yielding “a fascinating overview of the
system, a comprehensive view of how it works, its
strengths and challenges.” That research, the Centre’s
Dean Prof Allan Luke argues, will provide the basis
and platform for the “next wave” of educational policy
and innovation in Singapore schools. “The data from
this project is rolling in. We have just completed our
first round of ministerial briefings and the first wave
of technical reports and papers will be out at the
end of the year. We are also taking the data and
key messages back to schools and teachers who have
participated in the studies.”

The international recognition for the Centre’s work
agenda is also on the horizon, with its achievements
highlighted at keynote presentations to staff of
Montreal’s McGill University, University of California,
Berkeley and Hong Kong University. A CRPP team
comprising Prof Luke, Vice Dean Prof S Gopinathan,
Asst Prof Lau Shun, Asst Prof Trivina Kang and Asst
Prof Albert Liau will present the CRPP research
programme at a prestigious ‘presidential session’ of
the Annual Meetings of the American Educational
Research Association in Montreal in April 2005.

CRPP

CRPP staff at their first annual retreat in May 2004

I

next wave
By Prof Allan Luke, Dean,
Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

surfs the

C
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Ministry of Home Affairs personnel,
comprising law enforcement officers,

prison wardens and immigration officers,
received their Specialist Diplomas in
e-Learning Instructional Design (DEL)
at a graduation ceremony held on 21
August 2004. In his opening speech,
NIE Director Prof Leo Tan recognised
the necessity for a supply of trained
e-learning instructional designers to
develop Singapore’s e-learning industry
and the rising need for such know-how

in corporate training departments and
educational institutions.

From its conception in 2001 as a Strategic
Manpower Conversion Programme
initiative of the Infocomm Development
Authority and Ministry of Manpower,
the Specialist Diploma’s objective
is to leverage on NIE’s expertise in
pedagogical practice and educational
technologies to train professionals
capable of leading e-learning innovations
in Singapore.

To date, almost 150 e-learning
instructional designers from a range of
professions, including educational
officers, consultants, trainers and IT
specialists, have graduated from this
programme. The current cohort of DEL
participants began their e-learning
experience with NIE on 25 September
2004. More information on the
programme is available from http://
elearningid.nie.edu.sg.

n an end-of-course ceremony held in
June 2004, a group of 23 People’s

Republic of China (PRC) Communication
Skills Bridging programme scholars
presented their three-minute digital movie
to an audience of 300 fellow students, NIE
and Ministry of Education guests. The
production showcased their acquired skills
and many of the communicative activities
integral to their course. The six-month
programme aims to develop English
communication and learning skills needed
for both academic and everyday purposes.
Upon completion, the scholars proceed to
their undergraduate studies at one of
Singapore’s universities.

Facil itated by English Language &
Literature staff members Ms Mary Ellis,
Mr Mark Wilkinson and Mr Michael
Vallance, the group planned and organised
their project, choosing their leaders and
roles. Working on Apple and Windows
computers, the students sequenced and
edited their video clips, adding titles,
transitions, visual effects and music.
Creativity, collaboration and student-
centred learning were hallmarks of this
project.

After completing their movie, students
Zeng Fanchao and Liu Shiyu highlighted
the need for teamwork. “Our group

I discussed [the project] and then we each...
suggested how to solve it,” said Fanchao.
On teamwork, Shiyu noted, “Teamwork
is the key to success. We had to talk
to technicians, learn new vocabulary and
talk to our teachers.” Wu Mengxia
summarised the group’s feelings of
confidence and achievement that
resulted from making the movie. She
initially thought “iMovie is too difficult...
it’s a little remote from us.” But when the
movie had been completed, Mengxia
found that “iMovie is very convenient to
use.” Her confidence was such that that
on her upcoming trip to China, she
planned to make an iMovie about her
hometown.

By Mr Mark Wilkinson,
Mr Michael Vallance & Ms Mary Ellis,
English Language & Literature

By Assoc Prof Philip Wong, Divisional Director,
Academic Computing & Information Services,
Asst Prof Marissa Wettasinghe,
Learning Sciences & Technologies &
Mr Mazlan Hasan, Centre for IT in Education

e-Learning Instructional Design Programme
Remains Attractive to Public &
Corporate Sectors

Final practicum projects (Merit Awards) by the
August 2004 graduands

Batch five graduands

Happenings
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NIE embarked on the new academic
year with a loud bang! The inaugural
programme, organised by the 13th
Management Committee of the Trainee
Teachers’ Club (TTC) for 1,800 freshmen,
was the NIE Grand Welcome Concert,
held at Nanyang Auditorium on 19 July
2004. In a spirit of camaraderie, several
varsity clubs and two schools rallied to
lend a hand in preparation work a few
months ago.

After welcome addresses by TTC President
Ms Sharon Eng and NIE Director Prof

NIE Welcomes Freshmen in Song & Dance By Ms Sharon Eng, President,
Trainee Teachers’ Club

Leo Tan, the freshmen were entertained
to an array of performances. Students
from Shuqun Secondary School presented
Beatbreakerz, a musical rendition of
household materials using buckets,
wash boards, woks and chopsticks.
Energetic Latin and fusion dance
performances were presented by the NTU
Dance Sport Academy and Tamil Language
Club. NTU Malay Language and Cultural
Society’s hilarious version of Mini Dikir
Barat, with its accompanying song If
you’re happy and you know it, sent the
audience roaring with laughter. Testimonies

of life as a trainee teacher were shared
by TTC Vice President Ms Janice Tow and
two alumni. The consensus by many was
that the concert’s highlight had to be the
heartwarming song and dance item
Graduation Dance by Si Ling Primary School
pupils.

Trainee teachers would then spend the
rest of Orientation Week attending
briefingsand camps before the term
proper commenced.

In one of several Orientation Week
activities organised by the TTC, freshmen
were welcomed by Assoc Prof Chen Lai
Keat (Sub Dean, Diploma Programmes) to
Inspirians: TTC Orientation 2004 on 22
July 2004. TTC President Ms Sharon Eng
then introduced game facilitators and the
programme in store.

The fun started with icebreaker games,
which required trainee teachers to decide
on group names and design symbols

Orientation Week 2004 By Ms Noorhafidah Bte Mohd Hanafi,
Assistant Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club

in face paint to best illustrate the name-
symbol association. The teams impressed
the judges with their enthusiasm and
creative flair in conjuring up a repertoire
of cheers. In anticipation of having to
locate campus venues during term time,
teams were tested on their familiarity
with NIE’s surroundings by running
from the Administration Block, to the
gym and Lecture Theatre 1 in the fastest
time possible. After a session introducing
participants to the basic steps of Salsa,

participants had to create the most
‘inspirational’ dish from eggs, tuna,
carrots and cabbage.

The event culminated in a prize giving
ceremony, rewarding all teamwork efforts
while a visual reminiscence of the day’s
ongoings captured the friendship and
esprit de corps fostered by trainee
teachers at Inspirians.

4th Triangle Challenge Takes a Novel Step
he fourth Triangle Challenge,
organised by the NTU Healthy Lifestyle

Committee on 28 July 2004, was greeted
by thundery afternoon showers as 11 NTU
staff teams assembled for the annual
challenge held at the NIE Triangle.

The year’s event highlight was the
novelty foot race meant for those who
preferred a milder form of challenge
without compromising on the excitement.
The two-person teams, one of whom was
blindfolded, had to negotiate a 400 m

distance to the finish. The fastest team
was from NIE, powered by Messrs Peter
Kwang (Deputy Divisional Director, Human
Resource & Finance) and Novindarjit Singh
(Graduate Programmes & Research).

The eight-by-one lap relay required each
runner to cover 650 m, covering a total
of 5 km per team. Defending champion
NIE’s record time of 16 min 45 sec, set in
2003, looked set to be broken after two
laps. One of the two School of Electrical
& Electronic Engineering (EEE) teams

electrified the course with a new 16 min
33 sec record although the NIE combined
team still managed a respectable second
position at 17 min 37 sec. Third place went
to the second EEE team.

Special mention goes to NIE for record
participation with five other relay teams
and an all women’s team from the Early
Childhood & Special Needs Education
Academic Group.

By Mr Raymond Loh,
NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee

T

Happenings
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“Spend what you need, save where
you can” encapsulates the essence
of the Economy Drive (ED) initiative.
To this end, NIE staff are encouraged
to obtain the best value in the
midst of delivering quality service.
ED initiatives can be simple and
practical actions like switching off lights
and equipment when not in use or using
both sides of clean paper and recycled
paper.

A conscious effort by the Humanities &
Social Studies Education Academic Group
has reduced its IT costs by tapping
on available IT resources eg Blackboard
to deliver its course content. Instead of

purchasing new personal computers
for its laboratories, the Academic
Group recently upgraded the memory
capacity of its existing equipment,
resulting in savings of S$100,000.00.

The installation of the meter
monitoring system in February 2004 by
the Development & Estate Department
has enabled electricity consumption to be
monitored across NIE, complementing
other concerted attempts to reduce
utility usage. With its implementation,
electricity consumption from February to
July 2004 had been reduced by 1,136,937
kWh (refer to graph), equivalent to savings
of S$136,400.00.

Staff are encouraged to share novel ideas
and efforts in cost prudence or efficiency
by emailing the internal ED Committee
Secretariat at iedc@nie.edu.sg. Savings
accruing from these suggestions can be
channelled to worthwhile projects and
activities not currently budgeted for.

Economy Drive in Action!

Calendar of Events

By Ms Cherie Lek, Internal Economy Drive
Committee Secretariat

EVENT DATE VENUE CONTACT PERSON

Art Exhibitions 1 to 22 Oct 2004 The Art Gallery, NIE Asst Prof Colin Reaney
23 Oct to 30 Nov 2004 Email: cgreany@nie.edu.sg
1 to 29 Dec 2004

Physical Training Instructor Course 4 to 8 Oct 2004 NIE Mr Jacques See
for Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore Email: kyjsee@nie.edu.sg

Leaders in Education Programme 19 Oct 2004 Grand Copthorne Ms Mae Chan
Graduation Dinner 2004 Waterfront Hotel Email: mpchan@nie.edu.sg

Seminar on Rhythm & temporal 20 Oct 2004 NIE (3-B1-03) Asst Prof Low Ee Ling
aspects in the speech of schizophrenic Email: ellow@nie.edu.sg
patients: A preliminary study

Enrichment Programme for Postgraduate 1 to 12 Nov 2004 Lecture Theatre 1, NIE Ms Jessica Tan
Diploma in Education (Sec) January 2004 Intake Email: lfjwong@nie.edu.sg

Seminar on Pedagogical tasks & 19 Nov 2004 NIE (3-B1-03) Asst Prof Rita Elaine Silver
English L2 learning by immigrant Email: resilver@nie.edu.sg
children in Singapore

Developing Fundamental Movement 22 to 24 Nov 2004 Townsville Campus, NIE Mr Jacques See
Skills in Pre-School Children Email: kyjsee@nie.edu.sg

Singapore Olympic Academy 22 to 24 Nov 2004 Sentosa Asst Prof Bervyn Lee
Annual Session Email: phblee@nie.edu.sg

Educational Research Association of 24 to 26 Nov 2004 Orchard Hotel Asst Prof Jessie Ee
Singapore Conference Email: lcjee@nie.edu.sg

Ruth Wong Memorial Lecture 2004 25 Nov 2004 Orchard Hotel Asst Prof Jessie Ee
Email: lcjee@nie.edu.sg

1st Asia Pacific Regional Innovative 7 to 9 Dec 2004 Nanyang Executive Centre, NTU Mr Jacques See
Teachers’ Conference Email: kyjsee@nie.edu.sg

Biology in Asia International Conference 7 to 10 Dec 2004 NIE/NTU Campus Asst Prof Beverly Goh
Email: bgoh@nie.edu.sg

9th Asian Technology Conference 2004 13 to 17 Dec 2004 NIE Asst Prof Ang Keng Cheng
in Mathematics Email: kcang@nie.edu.sg

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony Jan 2005 Nanyang Auditorium, NTU Mrs Mak Lek Cher
Email: lcmak@nie.edu.sg

Concert cum Forum on Hari Raya Haji 15 Jan 2005 Lecture Theatre 1, NIE Asst Prof Mukhlis Abu Bakar &
Mr Aidil Subhan
Email: mmukhlis@nie.edu.sg &
masubhan@nie.edu.sg

Regional Leadership Seminar 18 & 19 Jan 2005 NIE Mr Jacques See
Email: kyjsee@nie.edu.sg

Senior Teachers’ Programme Jan to Feb 2005 Townsville Campus, NIE Asst Prof Ong Ai Choo
Email: acong@nie.edu.sg

NIE WITs Convention 9 & 10 Mar 2005 To be confirmed Ms Tan Joo Wee
Email: jwtan@nie.edu.sg

Happenings
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