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SPEECH BY PROFESSOR LEE SING KONG, DIRECTOR, NIE AT THE CARING 
TEACHER AWARDS 2014 PRESENTATION CEREMONY, THURSDAY, 10 APRIL 
2014, AT THE ASIAN CIVILISATIONS MUSEUM 
 
Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry Of Education and Ministry Of 
Manpower, 
 
Mr Matt Aguiar, Chairman and Managing Director, ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd, 
 
Ms Ho Peng, Director-General of Education, Ministry of Education 
 
Distinguished Guests, Colleagues, Students, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
1. A very good afternoon. 
 
2. It is a pleasure to welcome you all here today to this wonderful setting at the 
Asian Civilisations Museum. 

 
3.  Our ceremony today is to honour the recipients of the Caring Teacher Awards 
for the year 2014. This is the tenth in a series initiated in 1996, and as such represents a 
significant landmark in our evolving history.  
 
4. It is indeed my pleasure to highlight that this event commemorates the complete 
span of the Caring Teacher Awards. Among our invited guests today are many of the 
previous winners and colleagues from the world of education who have been associated 
with this venture. The book that accompanies this event is sure to be a treasured 
memento.  
 
5. We recognise that the characteristics of being a Caring Teacher are shared by 
the majority in the teaching profession. However, today we pay particular tribute to a 
group of individuals who have gone beyond the normal call of duty. 
 
6. The Caring Teacher Awards operate under a two-tier system, whereby teachers 
are recognised at both the School-level and the National-level. By encouraging each 
school to select and acknowledge five of its own Caring Teachers, we hope to increase 
the awareness of devotion in a more immediate way.  
 
7. The response to the Caring Teachers Awards has been consistently heart-
warming. For the first time, more than 200 schools have participated. Indeed, 248 
schools have participated this year, with more than 1,100 nominees’ names being 
submitted.  
 
8. The forms were received predominantly from students. However, a wide cross-
section of people, including principals, heads of departments, school colleagues and 
parents, were also represented. Their acknowledgement of excellence in teaching is 
particularly gratifying.  
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9. The teachers nominated for these awards have demonstrated that they are not 
just competent in the presentation of academic work; they are also concerned for the 
total well-being of their students. 
  
10. The four main award winners and the eight commendation award winners share 
the characteristic of being significant role-models in the lives of their students. The 
recipients are all outstanding in the kind of care and concern they have shown to 
everyone they come into contact with. 
  
11. I would like to thank the Ministry of Education for its support of these awards. It is 
reassuring to reflect that public recognition is being given to teachers who are confronted 
with an increasingly diverse spectrum of moral and social issues. 
 
12. I am particularly grateful to the judges who were involved this year:  
Professor Leo Tan, former Director, NIE and ‘Initiator of the CTA’,  
Mr Mike Thiruman, President, Singapore Teachers’ Union; and 
Mr Clarence Tang, Director, HR Solutions and Capabilities, MOE,  
who have selflessly offered their expertise and judgement to the process of selection.  
  
13. I am also exceedingly grateful to ExxonMobil Asia Pacific for sponsoring the 
awards and for sharing our goal of nurturing caring teachers. My deepest appreciation 
and thanks go to Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Manpower, for graciously consenting to officiate at this ceremony.  

 
14. Finally, my congratulations and best wishes to all the recipients of this year’s 
main awards and commendation awards. I believe your recognition today will serve as 
added encouragement to your colleagues throughout Singapore. 

 
15. Thank you.  


